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Rally Held on Saturday
To Save Cooper Road Island

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Several
dozen township residents gathered
last Saturday morning to protest and
speak out against the proposed build-
ing of a house on a section of the
island in the center of Cooper Road.

The rally, sponsored by a neigh-
borhood group that dubs itself “Save
The Island,” was held on the town-
ship-owned portion of the island in a
grassy field at the island’s eastern tip.

“We’re against greed,” said Rahway
Road resident Aaron Shatkin.

The island, he said, is “something
beautiful that’s going to be destroyed.”
He told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
“there’s not much left that’s undevel-
oped” in the township.

The neighborhood group, which
claims to have the support of some
100 families living in the vicinity of
the Cooper Road island, is opposed to
an application by Mark Lustbader of
West Orange. Mr. Lustbader is seek-
ing a variance to build a single-family
home on the portion of non-town-
ship-owned land on the island, a dia-
mond-shaped parcel situated on Coo-
per Road between Heather Lane and
Wellington Downs.

On November 4, Mr. Lustbader’s
variance application was scheduled
to be heard by the Scotch Plains Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment, but after
several dozen residents turned out
and requested that the hearing be post-
poned so they could have more time
to prepare a presentation opposing
the application, the board agreed to
put off the hearing until its Thursday,
January 6, meeting.

Saturday morning’s rally, under a
blue sky and in chilly December tem-
peratures, consisted of residents,
adults and children alike, making and
waving handmade signs opposing the
development.

Many of the cars driving past the
crowd on Cooper Road honked their
horns in a show of support.

Rich Geiger, a Wellington Downs
resident, told The Leader and The
Times that he had two concerns with
the proposed development, namely
the environmental impact on the area
and potential for increased safety risks
on a road that several residents say is
already prone to traffic accidents.

The Township Council introduced
an ordinance last week rezoning the
township-owned property on the is-
land as a conservation zone, thus put-
ting it off-limits to development of
any kind.

Some residents have suggested that
the township purchase the other por-
tion of the island, presently owned by

AT&T. Mayor Martin Marks said last
week that the funds needed to buy the
property were probably not available,
given that most of the township’s
open space trust fund money has been
earmarked for the purchase or reno-
vation of parks and ball fields since
its inception five years ago.

The mayor steered away from mak-
ing any specific remarks about the
Cooper Road project, saying it would
not be proper for the council to com-
ment on the zoning board application
or for the township to make any type
of purchase offer for the property
before the January 6 hearing.

Fran Cardiff, a Wellington Downs
resident whose husband, Don, is one
of the organizers of the “Save The
Island” effort, called the proposal an
example of “inappropriate develop-
ment.” Holding a handmade sign at
the edge of the roadway, she told The
Leader and The Times, “What a crazy
place to put a house.”

She echoed her neighbors in ex-
pressing her concerns that a house
would adversely affect the local envi-
ronment as well as lead to an increase
in car accidents on Cooper Road,
which is a relatively narrow roadway
in the area of the island.

“This is not only about this part of
Scotch Plains,” Mrs. Cardiff said of
the development proposal. “It’s about
the whole town.”

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11
Joseph Solimeno, 32, of Piscataway

was arrested and charged with crimi-
nal mischief for allegedly damaging
a Jeep on Cumberland Street by strik-
ing the rear windshield and side win-
dows with a tool and then ramming
the vehicle from behind with his own
2005 Ford 150 pickup.

Solimeno was stopped by Scotch
Plains police on Lake Avenue shortly
afterwards in response to an alert put
out by Westfield authorities. He also
was wanted on contempt of court
warrants from the municipal courts
of Woodbridge, Wall Township and
Neptune.

Bail was set at $2,500; Solimeno
was released after posting 10 percent
of that amount. Police confirmed the
case would be reviewed by a Union
County grand jury.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14
A Rahway Avenue resident reported

an incident of theft, claiming he pur-
chased software on the Internet that
proved to be fraudulent and was unable
to get his money back from the seller.

A Wells Street resident reported
that someone dumped a can full of
garbage onto his car while it was
parked in the victim’s driveway, caus-
ing scratches to the vehicle.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16
James Korn, Jr. of Westfield was

arrested in the 300 block of South
Avenue, East, and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated. He was subse-
quently released to a responsible party.

Christopher Malden, 32, of Newark
was arrested after being stopped in his
motor vehicle at St. Marks Avenue
and St. Paul Street and charged with
possession of under 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana. He was released on
his own recognizance.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17
A 19-year-old male Clark resident

reported that four unidentified indi-
viduals assaulted him during an alter-
cation in a municipal parking lot lo-
cated off of Central Avenue. Westfield
Rescue Squad personnel examined
the victim following the incident. No
arrests had been made in connection
with the incident at press time.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18
Jesse Stubbs, Jr., 32, of Roselle

was arrested at Windsor and South
Avenues and charged with driving
while intoxicated and with refusal to
take a breathalyzer test. He was later
released to a responsible party.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ISLAND RALLY...Residents in the area of Cooper Road held a rally last weekend
protesting a proposed development on the Cooper Road Island.

Police Continue
Burglary Probe

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Authorities were
continuing their investigation this
week into the burglary of a Westfield
clothing store, in which some $50,000
in merchandise was reported stolen.

Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department told The
Westfield Leader Tuesday that those
responsible for the break-in at
Francolino Clothiers on Elm Street –
which sells custom-tailored suits –
remain at large.

He confirmed that the incident oc-
curred sometime between 6 p.m. on
December 6 and 10 a.m. on Decem-
ber 7, while the business was closed.

Captain Auchter noted that the
locks on both the front and rear doors
of the business sustained damage.
“We don’t know at this point which
was the (point of) entry and which
was the exit,” he remarked.

He characterized the break-in as
“out of the ordinary” for the Westfield
business district, saying most burglar-
ies that occur in town are residential.

SP Council Discusses
Fee for Spring Cleanup

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Township Council is seriously
considering a proposal to revamp the
township’s spring clean-up program by
instituting a user fee-based system that
would require residents to purchase an
annual permit if they wanted to dispose
of large household items.

Switching to such a system could save
the township more than $300,000 next
year and upwards of $500,000 in the
coming years, according to estimates,
and, in the process, reduce municipal
budget increases and hikes in the local
property tax levy by similar amounts.

Walter DiNizo, the Director of Public
Property, told the Township Council on
Tuesday evening that the cost of the
program, which usually takes place in
June, has skyrocketed in recent years
due to several factors. Chief among them
is a lack of bidders to perform the ser-
vice.

“We don’t get capable contractors
bidding,” he said, and this has resulted in
the township spending nearly $300,000
on the clean-up this year, an increase of
more than 60 percent from the 2003 cost.

Mr. DiNizo also said that tipping fees
for haulers have increased about 10 per-
cent this year and another 26 percent in
2005.

Another problem has been the vol-
ume of materials that need to be picked
up each year with no weight limits per
household. Weights have also been in-
creased by illegal dumping by out-of-
town individuals, a situation that has
made potential contractors reticent about
taking part.

Several neighboring towns, including
Westfield, Cranford and Berkeley
Heights, use a fee-based system nearly
identical to the one that township offi-
cials are considering.

 The permit would allow the resident
to dispose of up to 750 pounds. Mr.
DiNizo said that neighbors would be
encouraged to share a permit’s cost so
that, theoretically, two or three house-
holds could place a combined total of up
to 750 pounds at the curb while splitting
the permit’s cost two or three ways.

Mr. DiNizo did not provide an esti-
mate of what a permit might cost, but
noted that the fee in Westfield is $65 and
in Cranford, $95.

Switching to the new system would
remove about $300,000 from the town-
ship budget, Mayor Martin Marks noted,
adding that under the existing system,
every household pays, about $41 on
average this year and a higher amount
next year, regardless of whether or not
they participate.

Under the fee-based plan, residents
“would not be getting taxed for it any-
more if they’re not participating in it,”
the mayor said.

Mayor Marks said the council will
need to quickly make a decision about
whether to switch to a new program,
probably next month, before discussions
on the 2005 municipal budget begin in
earnest.

He called the spring clean-up pro-
gram “popular and important and nec-
essary for residents,” but said it was
important to “find a better way of
doing it,” one that is more cost-effi-
cient and “better and fairer for our
residents.”


