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MINGO HONORED…Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada and
Vice Chairman Rick Proctor honor Freeholder Lewis Mingo of Plainfield and
thank him for his seven years of service to the board. Freeholder Mingo is retiring
at the end of this year. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Mr. Estrada, Mr.
Mingo and Mr. Proctor.

JON M. BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ
MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Personal Injury Law

Do You Have To
Go To Court?
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       For our third year we are proud to offer our 
traditional Italian Christmas Feast. 
      Our Back dining room brings you back in 
time to Christmas’ past.  Enjoy  a feast of thir-
teen fish in a multi-course meal in the warm  
glow of soothing candle light. 
       Make your Christmas Eve a night to re-
member. 
 
Because of demand, reservations are strongly 

recommended  
$45/person tax included 

Dinner from 4:30-8:30 pm 
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Full menus available upon request.
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Menu
Primo

Raspberry, Brie, & Almonds in Pastry

over Mustard Greens

Secundo
Baby Veal Chops with Balsamic Glaze

Terzo
Apple Walnut Salad with

Cinnamon Vinaigrette

Quatro
White Peach Soup With Gran Marniere

Quinto
Your Choice:

Filet Mignon In Burgundy & Mushrooms with

Sauteed Spinach & Chive & Potato Puree

Red Snapper En Croute with Baby Vegetables

Roasted Cornish Game Hen with Spaetzle

& Baby Vegetables

Seared Salmon over Asian Vegetables

Sesto
Italian Cheese & Dry Sausage Plate

Settimo
Chocolate Mousse with Mango Collis

Enjoy a seven course gourmet meal while being serenaded by the sultry sounds of
Bosa Nova.  Mr. Poalo Pinho and his trio ring in the New Year for our second season.

$75.00/person including tax
Now Taking Reservations

New Year’s Eve Jazz Dinner
Date: Friday, December 31st 2004Date: Friday, December 31st 2004Date: Friday, December 31st 2004Date: Friday, December 31st 2004Date: Friday, December 31st 2004

Time: 9:00 PM - 1:00 AMTime: 9:00 PM - 1:00 AMTime: 9:00 PM - 1:00 AMTime: 9:00 PM - 1:00 AMTime: 9:00 PM - 1:00 AM

Clock to be Constructed
In Memory of Capt. Turner
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE —
Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti this week made clarifica-
tions regarding the funding of a
new clock to be constructed on
Mountain Avenue as well as an-
nouncing the construction of a sec-
ond clock in memory of Police Cap-
tain Todd Turner at Borough Hall.

The project is being supported
through donations from businesses
and residents whose names will be
included on the clock.

The mayor, who made the an-
nouncement at Tuesday’s Borough
Council meeting, noted that one of
the $2,000 spaces at the bottom of
the clock is being paid for solely
out of personal funds from the gov-
erning body.

The mayor reported that the other
three $2,000 spaces were filled by
the Valley National Bank, PSE&G
and a fourth donor who wished to
remain anonymous.

The mayor then noted that there
were many $1,500 spaces left to-
wards the base of the clock for
other businesses wishing to be in-
cluded in the project as well as
many $250 resident spaces.

According to the mayor, Valley
National Bank is donating the land to
erect the clock as well as $5,000 to
help finance the $35,000 to $40,000
bill to pay for the clock itself.

The mayor also reported that a
second clock was scheduled for
construction this spring in memory
of the late Captain Turner and will
be housed at Borough Hall.

The money for the project came

from donations made to the
borough’s Policemen’s Benevo-
lence Association in Captain
Turner’s honor.

The mayor noted that the second
clock at Borough Hall would be
very similar to the one on Moun-
tain Avenue, but that it will be a bit
shorter.

According to the mayor, a letter
showing details of the original
clock and the donation plates will
be sent to Mountainside residents
and that both clocks will probably
be erected sometime in late spring
of 2005.

In other business, the council
adopted an ordinance restricting
signs and advertising of non-auto-
motive goods at gasoline stations
within the borough.

According to the ordinance,
gasoline stations are permitted to
sell individual packages of ciga-
rettes and maps as well as indi-
vidual servings of soft drinks and
snacks from vending machines.

The ordinance also states that
the stations are permitted to sell
lottery tickets and games of chance
from lottery machines and other
machines as authorized by the state.

Council also adopted an ordi-
nance that appropriates $144,0000
from the borough’s capital improve-
ment fund to resurface Mill Lane.

Borough officials said $130,000
would be paid back to the borough
through a grant from the New Jer-
sey Department of Transportation.

The next council meeting, which
is the borough’s re-organizational
meeting, is scheduled for Tuesday,
January 4 at 8 p.m.

Starbucks, Westfield Offer
Free Parking for Christmas

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield Park-
ing Director John Morgan announced
this week that on-street parking would
be free until Christmas Day in the
downtown.

Starbucks of Westfield agreed to pay
the $25 per day per meter fee in return
for the “bagged” meters advertising
their business for one day of the 10-day
promotion. The Town of Westfield is
donating the remaining nine days.
Metered lots are not included in the
promotion, Captain Morgan revealed
via a conference call during Monday
night’s meeting of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC).

DWC Chairman Alan DeRose com-
mented that many people “feel they are
getting it (free parking) from the town.”

He continued by saying, “Why
should the town give free parking
when they can get someone to pay for
it? The town garners no goodwill by
that being done. There needs to be
goodwill built up. People that live in
the town and shop in the town want to
feel the town is looking out for them.”

Business owner Joe Spector said that
he feels that the town needs to revisit
parking rates, enforcement and limit
two-hour zones, as there is a “shortage
and physical need for more parking.”

Mr. Morgan stated that there have
been some complaints that downtown
residents are taking up meters and
parking there all day. He continued
by saying that the Westfield Police
Department does not readily enforce
the two-hour time limit and they are
hesitant to begin enforcing it now.

Mr. Morgan said that six additional
officers were directing traffic this past
weekend to keep things moving in
town. He also said that there is a plan
to revisit lots 1 and 8 to “squeeze out
10 additional spots.” The plan also
includes making a cut through from
Elm Street to Prospect Street, as an
added convenience to shoppers, al-
lowing them to bypass the light at
Elm and East Broad Streets.

Mr. Morgan also stated that 14 new
pay stations will be installed through-
out the remaining lots still using meters
and all the old meters will be removed.
It is expected that at the next working
council meeting on Tuesday, January
18, the bid for the installation of the
new system will be accepted. All the
pay stations will accept the SmartCard,
a prepaid parking card.

In other news, it was announced
that the town council would be mak-
ing a decision in regards to the two
open DWC positions at their meeting
on Tuesday, January 4.

Executive Director Sherry Cronin
announced that she had been in con-
tact with Mayor Gregory McDermott,

Town Administrator James Gildea and
the Mayor’s Secretary, Claire Grey,
and “it’s moving along.”

The board briefly discussed a letter
to the mayor from a resident opposed
to the Victoria Secret window display.

Mrs. Cronin stated that the mayor
made a quick response and that she
examined the windows and felt the
Christmas tree displays now present
were appropriate.

DWC’s design committee asked the
board to put an expiration date on façade
grants awarded to downtown businesses
to “keep things moving along,” Mrs.
Cronin announced. The board said
would consider recommendation.

The kiosk located by the Rialto is
now complete. The kiosk, donated by
the Westfield Y, displays a list of all
the local businesses included in the
SID (Special Improvement District)
on one side and a calendar of events
on the other.

The DWC discussed expanding the
SID to include a portion of Central
Avenue. “How do we make that hap-
pen?” Mrs. Cronin asked the board.

“You have to find out if there is a
desire for it,” Council Liaison
Lawrence Goldman said.

Other board members suggested
that the DWC’s Economic Develop-
ment Committee should look into it
and see if it is feasible and talk to the
property owners to tell them what’s in
it for them.

“The DWC has always looked out
for the interest of that little stretch,”
Councilman Goldman said.

Central Avenue has always been a
mix of residential and businesses and
was not originally included in the
SID. In the recent past, quite a few
residential buildings have been bought
by businesses and renovated.

“Years later, maybe it is time,” Mrs.
Cronin said in regards to including
Central Avenue in the SID.

Mrs. Cronin also announced that
the DWC has been busy with events
including the trolley rides, photos
with Santa and the gift-wrapping
available downtown. She stated that
the trolley rides were met with “mixed
reviews” and if the trolley rides are
offered next year she will suggest a
later timeframe from 2 to 5 p.m. in-
stead of from noon until 3 p.m.

“A lot of people with kids got on,”
she said. “The trolley was a good
thing to do.”

She also suggested combining the
trolley rides with the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce’s tree light-
ing ceremony.

The DWC’s annual reorganization
meeting is scheduled for Monday,
January 17, beginning at 7:30 p.m.
The DWC will be announcing its
annual budget at that time.

BOE Hears Goal Update;
Talks of Selling Building

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD —Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley updated
Board of Education members Tues-
day night on the district’s technology
plan, professional development, com-
munications, curriculum, resources,
school climate, and the district’s
Website.

Westfield High School (WHS) has
been equipped with wireless hubs
that allow teachers to access the dis-
trict network from almost anywhere
in the school.

“The whole building is now wire-
less,” said Chief Technology Officer
Hal Johnson.

The district has hired a consultant
to explore the possibility of running
fiber optic cable between the district’s
schools and administrative buildings.

Fiber optic cable would greatly in-
crease the bandwidth of the district’s
network, allowing for the transmis-
sion of larger data streams, such as
live video.

Additionally, students in the sec-
ond grade across the district will soon
have five new computer workstations
to use. Third grade classes and classes
at both Roosevelt and Edison Inter-
mediate Schools will also be getting
new computers.

As part of the board’s communica-
tions goals, the board approved a mo-
tion at Tuesday’s meeting approving
a software license agreement with
Midwest Internet Consulting Group
in the amount of $17,300.

The district will pay a yearly main-
tenance fee of $3,400. Midwest will

provide Web content management
software, Web-based training, tech-
nical support, and necessary hard-
ware to run the district’s upcoming
new Website.

The company will provide the dis-
trict with unlimited Web hosting space
so that every teacher may have his or
her own Webpage on the district’s
site.

So far this year, the district has
budgeted for a wireless lab for spe-
cial education teachers, given
teachers access to downloadable
units in various subjects that fa-
cilitate the integration of technol-
ogy into the classroom, and estab-
lished technical competencies for
all staff members.

New goals for writing and gram-
mar skills are in place at WHS, and a
new writing curriculum for students
at the elementary level is in the pro-
cess of being created, officials said.

The district’s administration dis-
cussed how to most effectively use
Lincoln School. The school is cur-
rently leased to the Union County
Educational Services Commission.

Dr. Foley stated his belief that “the
best use of the school is to continue to
rent it.”

Board member Kimberley Rhodes
suggested the idea of holding onto
Lincoln School only until the district’s
enrollment recedes from its current
spike, then moving the administra-
tive functions of the district to Lin-
coln School. The administration
building at Elm Street, which Ms.
Rhodes said has a “much higher
value,” could then be sold.


