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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
FIGHT FIRE WITH WATER...Firefighters from Scotch Plains, Westfield, Cranford, Garwood, Plainfield, North Plainfield,
New Providence, Rahway, Clark, Roselle Park, Berkeley Heights and Summit came to Fanwood last Thursday to help with
a fire on South Avenue.

Fred Rossi for The Times
INTENSE ATTENTION...Members of the township committee to review options for forming a Special Improvement
District in downtown Scotch Plains met Tuesday evening. Attention is keen as details are nearing completion for decision
making. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Seymour Stein, CEO of Executive Suites; Councilwoman Nancy Malool and
former Scotch Plains Mayor Irene Schmidt.

Brooks Crandall for The Times
VARIETY...The theme for the annual Coles Elementary School Variety show last
Saturday was the Magic of Disney. Grant Crandall (left), Callum Wayman and
the line of warriors are lying in wait for the grand finale. Over 100 children from
Kindergarten through fourth grade participated in the show. Both performances
in the Terrill Middle School Auditorium were sold out.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
OH SAY CAN YOU SEE...Toni Dolce, right, the niece of Councilwoman Donna
Dolce, sang “The Star-Spangled Banner” at the Fanwood Reorganization meet-
ing on Sunday, at which her aunt took her oath of office.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The   Times
LET IT SNOW…The Township of Scotch Plains is covered with snow. The Park
Avenue business district shown above is bracing for another storm.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
295 CAPS IN THE AIR...The 295 members of the graduating Class of 2004 at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School threw their caps in the air, celebrating the
conclusion of the commencement ceremony on Tuesday night.

Brooks Crandall for The Times
MAYORAL SALUTE...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks addressed the resi-
dents of Scotch Plains on Memorial Day, remembering those lost in service to the
United States.

Area Mayors Address Safety, Taxes and Development;
School Budgets Passed by Voters in First Half of 2004
By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Editor’s note: The following is a
review of news from Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside and
Union County during the months of
January through June 2004. The sec-
ond half of the year will be reviewed
in next week’s issue.

JANUARY
Westfield’s Temple Emanu-El

closed on New Year’s Eve after the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
received a threat against the facility.
Barricades blocked the roadways sur-
rounding the temple and armed guards
stood watch. The temple reopened
January 9 after it was determined
there was no credible threat.

Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti pledged to move forward
with plans for a community center on
the Barnes Tract.

Angel Estrada was chosen as the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders’ first Hispanic-American
Chairman.

Colleen Mahr began her tenure as
Fanwood’s 26th mayor, while Donna
Dolce and Jack Molenaar started their
first terms as borough council mem-
bers.

Michael Charmatz, a graduate of
Westfield High School, plunged to
his death from the sixth floor of a
New Brunswick parking garage in an
apparent suicide.

As he did a year earlier, Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks used a
good portion of his New Year’s ad-
dress to press the issue of property tax
reform.

Westfield Mayor Gregory
McDermott vowed to increase pedes-
trian safety and make parking “more
friendly.”

Republicans JoAnn Neylan, Mark
Ciarrocca and James Foerst were
sworn in as Westfield’s newest coun-
cil members. Also sworn in was in-
cumbent First Ward Republican
Councilman Peter Echausse.

The total projected Westfield school
board budget was expected to rise an
estimated 7 percent.

Westfield resident and Assignment
Judge of Union County, Edward
Beglin, Jr., retired on January 15.

A kindergarten teacher from
Mountainside’s Beechwood School
was fired after receiving a “gift” from
her boyfriend, which contained two
bullets. One bullet had her name on it;
the other had his. The “gift” was
allegedly given to her during school

hours and the board of education got
a restraining order against the man.
Then, when the teacher was moving
her classroom from Deerfield to
Beechwood, he accompanied her to
her new classroom. She signed him in
at the school office under an alias,
claiming he was her cousin. When a
Mountainside police officer patrol-
ling the school asked for identifica-
tion, the man was removed from the
building.

The preliminary 2004 Union
County budget was projected to total
approximately $360 million. This rec-
ognized an increase of 7 percent from
2003, when the budget tallied $335.4
million.

A lawsuit was brought against
Mayor Mahr and the Borough of
Fanwood by Verizon Wireless after
the borough council overturned the
Planning Board’s approval of
Verizon’s application in November.

County Manager George Devanney
was authorized to reach an agreement
with additional counties to reduce the
number of juveniles housed at the
controversial George Herlich Juve-
nile Detention Center. The cost of
this agreement was not to exceed
$1.5 million.

A report from developer HKT
Nassau regarding luxury apartments
earmarked for two sites in Westfield
was made available for the public.
The call for the report was generated
in 2003 from public discussion re-
garding the financial and social im-
pacts of the proposed Westfield rede-
velopment projects – particularly in
that it had been proposed that the
developments be exempt from regu-
lar property taxes.

Dr. David Heisey, Principal of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
informed the school board that the
long-time district mascot, the Native
American silhouette, would be re-
placed. Dr. Heisey had been notified
that the New Jersey Commissioner of
Education recommended that school
districts abolish symbols of Native
Americans to represent schools.

The steering committee looking
into the feasibility of setting up a
Special Improvement District (SID)
in downtown Scotch Plains would
vote in February on whether to move

forward with establishing a SID.
Mayor Mahr explained that the

Borough of Fanwood would apply
for “extraordinary aid” from the state
to offset the budget.

FEBRUARY
Citing a lack of information,

Westfield residents raised questions
regarding the construction of two pro-
posed parking garages and associ-
ated development.

The committee looking at the pos-
sibility of establishing a SID in Scotch
Plains was unable to resolve the ques-
tion of assessments on downtown
property owners, but members said
they were committed to resolving the
issue and then voting on whether to
present the SID proposal to the wider
business community.

In a 6-to-1 vote, the Westfield Plan-
ning Board approved a subdivision
by developer Charles Pijanowski, who
plans to create two conforming build-
ing lots from the property at 619 Elm
Street.

The proposed shuttle bus service
for Fanwood and Scotch Plains would
not go forward after it was deter-
mined that such a service does not
sustain itself and loses money.

Several Westfield downtown prop-
erty owners spoke to the council on
the issue of parking permits. After
being told he would not be able to
renew his permits, Gary Goodman,
the owner of 37 Elm Street, told
elected officials he had previously
been allowed to purchase parking
permits for his tenants.

He explained that his office tenants
do not stay for long periods of time,
and said that he would be unable to
rent the space without offering park-
ing. “Ultimately, my property will be
worthless if I can’t rent it,” Mr.
Goodman said.

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment approved a site plan ap-
plication allowing Bowcraft Amuse-
ment Park to go forward with its
planned water park.

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Thomas Atkins recommended to the
Township Council a 2004 municipal
budget of just under $19.547 million
that would be funded by a five-point
increase in the municipal portion of
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local property taxes.
Newly-elected State Senator

Nicholas Scutari announced on Feb-
ruary 5 that he would leave his posi-
tion as Union County Freeholder.

Scott Parker of Edwards and Kelcey
presented a traffic impact study that
was done in regards to the proposed
construction of parking decks at Pros-
pect and Elm Streets and South Av-
enue in Westfield. Mayor McDermott
prefaced the presentation by stating
there are a lot of people “skeptical of
this report.”

Mayor Viglianti announced that
members of the governing body, along
with members of the Mountainside
Board of Education, would discuss in
a closed session meeting the pending
litigation that Mountainside is under-
going regarding the 1995 regional
school district dissolution referen-
dum that affected Clark, Springfield,
Berkeley Heights, Kenilworth,
Mountainside and Garwood.

After several weeks of discussion,

nine steering committee members
voted unanimously to recommend a
multi-tiered, flat rate system for as-
sessing Scotch Plains downtown prop-
erties, a formula that would have fi-
nanced a first-year budget of about
$78,350. Properties would pay up to
25 cents per $100 of assessed value.

The Westfield Town Council dis-
cussed revising the zoning and mas-
ter plan in order to allow James Ward
to build luxury condos on Prospect
Street at the former site of Statistical
Research. Mr. Ward proposed to build
a 41-unit, luxury residential develop-
ment targeted for persons age 55 and
older.

Several residents told the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
about the leaking roofs and uprooted
floor tiles at Evergreen School. “We
are appalled at the condition of Ever-
green School,” teacher Lynn Sanders
said. She expressed concern for the
health of the faculty and children.
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