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Horace R. Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
THE UNION COUNTY FIREFIGHTER ACADEMY GRADUATES FALL 2003/SPRING 2004 – Berkeley Heights (Chief
Rich Boss); Michael Ambrose, David Esehak, William Hernandez, Stephen Imbimbo, Jeffrey Karl: Clark (Chief John
Pingor); James Borden, Jr., Gregory Ofenleger, Christopher Salvato: Cranford (Chief Leonard Dolan); Paul Boesgaard,
Kevin Magliaro, Thomas Polito, Thomas Stainsen: Fanwood (Chief Rich Regenthal); Jason Villani: Garwood (Chief Rich
Bonfanti); Douglas Heintz: Mountainside (Chief Gary Cantagallo); David Lauricella, Patrick Morrissey, Robyn Vojt: New
Providence (Chief Ralph Parlapiano); Dominick Fiorilli: Roselle (Chief Robert Hill); Andrew Vasquez, Minerva Vasquez:
Roselle Park (Chief Joseph Signorello); Steve Thompson, Patrick Wirkus: Scotch Plains (Chief Jonathan Ellis); Chris
Nielsen: Springfield (Chief William Gras); Brant Hamilton, Michael Jorda: Union County OEM (Director of Emergency
Management Ben Laganga); William Kane, Michael Marcino: Westfield (Chief John Castellano); Keith Brothers, Kevin
Caldwell, Benjamin B. Corbin, Steven DiTrolio, Daniel Kaltneckar, Peter Klebaur, Richard Schwarz, Thomas Wengerter.
The Nocera award winners are Gregory Ofenleger (Fall 2003) and David Lauricella (Spring 2004). The Shepis Award
winners are: Benjamin Corbin (Fall 2003) and Andrew Vasquez (Spring 2004).

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GLIDING ON THE ICE…Westfield citizens and, perhaps, others enjoy skating on the ice at Mindowaskin Park last Sunday.
Ice skating was permitted since January 23, thanks to the freezing temparture.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
HONORING THE BEST…Watchung Hills Warrior Carl Riccio receives an
emotional and encouraging greeting from the entire Westfield Blue Devil baseball
team prior to “Play Ball,” in the opening round of the First Annual Greater
Watchung Hills Tournament, which was held to honor Mr. Riccio on April 10. Mr.
Riccio was an outstanding baseball player and wrestler for the Warriors and
incurred an athletic career-ending injury.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TO THE RESCUE...The members of the Westfield Fire Department used the
Jaws of Life to extricate a driver from a vehicle following a four-car accident on
Springfield Avenue on Thursday.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
READY TO RUMBLE...Westfield Police Chief Bernard Tracy, left, and former
heavyweight boxing contender Gerry Cooney, geared up for the charity boxing
event to benefit Centennial High School last Saturday night.
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cated at Borough Hall.
Westfield’s capital projects were

proposed to total $5,497,771; in 2003,
the capital budget totaled approxi-
mately $2.1 million. According to
Town Administrator James Gildea,
the monies had to be bonded because
the town has a lack of cash on hand.
This would increase the debt service
next year by $500,000.

The Borough of Mountainside hired
the architectural firm of Feitolwitz
and Kosten of Livingston for the pre-
liminary phase of planning for the
borough’s community center.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders swore in its newest
member, John Wohlrab from Linden,
to replace Nicholas Scutari, who de-
parted the board to concentrate on his
duties as state senator.

The Westfield Town Council re-
viewed updated plans for the parking
deck-redevelopment projects on
South Avenue and Prospect and Elm
Streets.

It was announced that the Scotch
Plains Township Council would likely
introduce an ordinance in early May
to create a SID for the downtown
area, about 11 months after the first
substantial discussions about a SID
were held.

Mayor McDermott signed an agree-
ment with the Westfield Historical
Society for the society to lease the
Reeve House for 18 months.

It was revealed that the $19.5 mil-
lion municipal budget for the Scotch
Plains Township Council would be
financed via a four-point increase in
the municipal portion of local prop-
erty taxes.

A $30 million financial plan draft
was unveiled for the two proposed
parking deck redevelopment projects
in Westfield.

Fanwood’s Mayor Mahr announced
that the borough would receive a
$50,000 grant from the State Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA)
to plan for downtown re-development.

The Westfield Board of Education
discussed the necessity of purchasing
$360,000 worth of laptops for teach-
ers at Westfield High School.

APRIL
The 250th Signal Battalion, based

at the Westfield National Guard Ar-
mory, was activated for federal ser-
vice.

The debate over how to handle
Union County’s epidemic of geese
waged on, with animal rights groups
crying foul over the latest methods
being proposed to rid the parks of the
fecal birds.

Scotch Plains’ Mayor Marks and
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
kicked off their 2004 campaigns for
reelection. The Republicans were
challenged by Andrew Baron for
mayor and Barbara Baldasarre for
council on the Democrat ticket.

Regarding rental units proposed for
South Avenue and Prospect and Elm
Streets in Westfield, Richard Read-
ing presented a school impact study
to the public, which concluded that
six public school children would come
out of the 98 units.

Seven weeks before the Scotch
Plains Township Council was sched-
uled to hold a public hearing on the
creation of a SID in the downtown
area, a petition that opposed estab-
lishment of a SID was circulated
through the business community.

In a unanimous decision, the
Westfield Planning Board granted a
subdivision variance to property own-
ers Michael and Robin Ince of 221
Maryland Street and Gustave and
Joanne Buonanno of 229 Maryland
Street.

Scotch Plains Police Chief Marshall
Nelson announced that he would re-
tire after 33 years of service.

Arlene Gardner opted not to seek
another year as President of the
Westfield Board of Education.

In Fanwood, Republicans Joel Stroz
and Maureen Mawby announced they
would challenge incumbent Demo-
crat Council President Katherine
Mitchell and Councilman Michael
Brennan in the November election.

The Westfield Town Council re-
turned to developer Robert Powell to
ask for a decrease in the size of the
redevelopment projects on South
Avenue and Prospect and Elm Streets.
“We think it’s too big,” Mayor
McDermott told The Westfield Leader.
“We do not have a shovel in the
ground.”

Fanwood resident Seamus Dolan
withdrew as a candidate for a seat on
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education. Due to the lateness of this
action, Mr. Dolan’s remained as the
sole name on the ballot, while Robert
O’Connor of Fanwood threw his hat
into the ring for the Fanwood seat on
the school board as a write-in candi-
date to oppose Mr. Dolan.

A new Downtown Advisory Com-
mittee was formed by Mayor Mahr in
Fanwood, comprised of residents and
business owners, in hopes of devel-
oping a plan to revitalize the down-
town.

In Westfield, Scott Parker from
Edwards and Kelcey (E&K) and Gor-
don Meth from Keller and Kirkpatrick
(K&K) presented their traffic study
findings and fielded residents’ ques-
tions.

The 2004-2005 Mountainside
school budget passed by a 154-vote
margin.

Westfield residents voted to pass
the school board’s 2004-2005 spend-
ing plan by a slim margin of 285 votes
on Tuesday.

Write-in candidate Mr. O’Connor
won the Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion seat by two votes over withdrawn
Mr. Dolan.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood Board
of Education’s $555,338,242 tax levy
passed by 423 votes, versus last year’s
passage by 218 votes.

Temple Emanu-El filed an appeal
with the Superior Court of New Jer-
sey seeking to overturn the Westfield
Board of Adjustment’s denial of its
request for a parking lot expansion.

Rick and Mike Marcovecchio pre-
sented a proposed development to the
Fanwood Planning Board for a three-
story, Victorian style retail and resi-
dential development at the corner of
South Avenue and Second Street.

Four underground tanks and soil
contamination were discovered in the
Elm Street parking lot, where a gas
station once stood, in Westfield.

Peter Goggi was reelected as
Mountainside Board of Education
President and Mary Beth Schaumberg
was named Vice President.

Although James Ward’s proposal
to build a 35-unit luxury apartment
complex for those age 55 and older at
the former site of the Statistical Re-
search headquarters on Prospect
Street was not off the table, he ap-
peared before the planning board with
an application to build 12,000 square
feet of retail with two floors of apart-
ments above on the site.

Mark Zyla was chosen to succeed
Marshall Nelson as Scotch Plains
Township Police Chief.

Anne Riegel was chosen as
Westfield school board President and
Ginny Leiz was selected as Vice-
President.

The Scotch Plains Council passed
its $19.697 million budget.

The parking lot behind Baron’s was
proposed to become a paid permit
overnight parking lot for downtown
residents from 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. Cars
parked in any other lot overnight
would be ticketed.

MAY
An ordinance to enforce and charge

for overnight parking in downtown
Westfield, as well as the sale of daily
permits in the South Avenue parking
lot, was pulled off the agenda be-
cause council members had some
concerns and wanted to work on it
more.

Scotch Plains resident John
Checchio, the owner of Don’s Tree
Service, was arrested and charged
with first degree kidnapping. Police
allege Checchio kidnapped a 34-year-
old Plainfield woman and drove her
to his residence, where he forced her
to disrobe and assaulted her.

A 13-year-old male was arrested
and charged with aggravated assault
for allegedly injuring another 13-year-
old student at Edison Intermediate
School in Westfield. The victim was
injured so badly his spleen ruptured
and had to be removed.

In Scotch Plains, James Cassidy, a
sergeant who was on the police force
for approximately 12 years, filed suit
against the department, the township
and other individuals, alleging that
township officials conspired to de-
prive him of his civil rights when he
was terminated in March 2003 for
conduct unbecoming a police officer.
His termination followed indepen-
dent investigators’ conclusions that

he had engaged in sexual misconduct
while on duty.

The New Jersey Register of His-
toric Places designated a section of
Fanwood, known as the Fanwood Park
Historic District, worthy of historic
status. It was decided that the area
would include 79 homes, with 58
designated as “contributing” and 21
as “non-contributing.” The designa-
tions were assigned based on the year
each structure was built. The homes
in the area date from the late 19th and
early 20th centuries.

Six-year-old Robert Cleary suc-
cumbed to Adrenoleukodystrophy
(ALD) on May 5, at home with his
parents, Robert and Jeanne, and his
brother, Ryan. Over several months,
the small Borough of Fanwood ral-
lied around the Cleary family to raise
money to help pay for Robert’s medi-
cal care.

Nearly a year after beginning to
seriously explore the feasibility of
revitalizing downtown Scotch Plains
via the establishment of a SID, the
Scotch Plains Township Council in-
troduced an ordinance that would set
up a SID.

At the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration meeting, the board displayed
a bronze plaque awarded to Westfield
through the 2004 Great American
Main Street Award program.
Westfield shared the award with four
other towns.

Following a lengthy public hear-
ing, the Scotch Plains Planning Board
approved a minor subdivision appli-
cation allowing a property on Morse
Avenue to be split into two lots where
new single-family homes would be
situated.

The Westfield Board of Education
announced that the public would vote
on a bond for a turf field and new
track at Kehler Stadium in Decem-
ber.

The Westfield Town Council unani-
mously approved an ordinance on
first reading to bond over $1 million,
which included funds for the installa-
tion of a synthetic turf field and lights
at Houlihan and Sid Faye fields on
Lamberts Mill Road.

Many Mountainside citizens took
the podium to voice their opposition
to the proposed community center.
Tempers became heated when one
resident accused the council of “mov-
ing too fast.”

Discussion centered on the contro-
versial George Herlich Juvenile De-
tention Center when Bruce Paterson
spoke out against the Union County
Freeholder Board. The freeholder
meeting took place during the same
week as the one-year anniversary of
Edward Sinclair’s death. Sinclair was
found hanged in his cell on Mother’s
Day of 2003, having been placed in
the center only 12 hours earlier be-
cause of a bicycle theft.

An ordinance to appropriate
$75,000 out of the capital budget for
engineering and design work on the
downtown would be put before the
Westfield Town Council. Following
more than an hour of discussion, it
was unclear whether the ordinance
would pass, with members of the
council unsure if they would move
forward with over $1 million in im-
provements in the downtown.

An unidentified odor at Beechwood
School closed a classroom and
prompted an environmental investi-
gation.

The 2004 operating budget for
Union County was approved, reflect-
ing an approximate 7 percent increase
over last year’s $355.9 million spend-
ing plan.

Before the Scotch Plains Township
Council could take action on an ordi-
nance establishing a SID in the down-
town business district, the steering
committee that crafted the details of
the SID earlier in the year would meet
to discuss possibly adding a so-called
“sunset” provision to the ordinance
that would put a time limit on the
SID’s life and require formal action
to renew its existence.

JUNE
“I think we’re in trouble,” Westfield

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
said after Parking Director John Mor-
gan admitted during a public council
meeting that the commuter parking
waiting list had not been validated.
Shortly after speaking that evening,
Westfield resident James Abate was
approached by Parking Director Mor-
gan and asked to step outside the

council chambers. Upon exiting,
Abate was taken downstairs to the
police department and processed for
three outstanding warrants from
Westfield, Newark and Middletown,
totaling $583. The warrants were all
for traffic violations; the violations
for Westfield dealt with parking. Abate
posted bail and was released.

The official dedication of
Beechwood School in Mountainside
was held on June 6.

Facing leaky roofs at both the mu-
nicipal and public works buildings,
and an aging heating and ventilation
system at the municipal building, the
Scotch Plains Township Council dis-
cussed having an architect undertake
feasibility studies on the two build-
ings and present options for improv-
ing both. It was estimated that the
studies would cost about $20,000.

Thirty percent of parents were dis-
pleased with the job performance of
the Guidance Department at Westfield
High School, according to poll re-
sults shown to the Westfield Board of
Education.

Fanwood’s police and fire depart-
ments once again demonstrated their
abilities when dealing with a fire in
retail establishments on South Av-
enue. The blaze damaged a turn-of-
the-century building, located across
from the Fanwood train station. It
began inside one store and threatened
the entire block of businesses.

Mountainside Chief School Admin-
istrator Dr. Gerard Schaller an-
nounced that the odor at Beechwood
School was still unidentified, although
tests suggested that whatever its ori-
gin, it was considered harmless.

Police units from 11 area munici-
palities responded to a disturbance
involving a large group of people on
the American Legion property on
North Avenue in Westfield.

WE CARE (Westfielders Con-
cerned About Responsible Develop-
ment) and Citizens for Responsible
Development (CRD) called for in-
cremental steps to be taken before the
town underwent major development
in downtown Westfield.

An edition of The Suburban News
featured a four-page flyer bearing the
slogan “Improving Parking Improves
Our Town.” Although the only con-
tact information on the flyer was an e-
mail address and a post office box,
The Westfield Leader was able to de-
termine that the contact person for
the flyer was Westfield resident
Roberto Olivares. Phone calls to Mr.
Olivares, as well as an e-mail sent to
improvingparking@yahoo.com,
seeking an interview, were not re-
turned.

Former Cranford Mayor Phil Morin
was named the new Union County
Republican Chairman, replacing
Westfield resident Ron Frigerio.

In a surprise announcement, Mayor
McDermott presented a new proposal
for downtown parking development
at a Westfield Town Council’s public
meeting. His proposal consisted of
one deck only, to be located at the
Prospect and Elm Street lot on the
north side of town. The mayor also
called for a non-binding referendum
on the matter, to be held in Novem-
ber.

Mountainside Board of Education,
President Peter Goggi announced that
the search for a new chief school
administrator had been suspended.
The board appointed Interim Princi-
pal Walter Rusak as acting Chief
School Administrator until a replace-
ment could be found.

Joe Spector, a downtown property
owner and member of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, commented
on the recent decision by the mayor
and council to continue forward with
a northside deck only by saying, “It’s
very surreal and unfortunate.” He also
stated there might be legal implica-
tions related to the mayor’s actions.

At the annual commencement cer-
emony of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, 295 students graduated
as the Class of 2004. The ceremony
was held outside on the football field,
despite questionable weather that had
threatened to move the event indoors.

After 724 days of high school, the
356 members of the Westfield High
School Class of 2004 graduated in a
ceremony held at Kehler Stadium.

January 8, 2004

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FULL-SCALE RESPONSE...Barricades were set up and armed guards were
stationed outside Temple Emanu-El from New Year’s Eve until Friday morning
following a threat to the temple.

Ending more than a year of debate
and discussion, the Scotch Plains
Township Council voted to reject an
ordinance establishing a SID in the
downtown business district, after busi-
ness and property owners spoke out
against the proposal.

Westfield acupuncturist Andrew
Rosenfarb, 32, pled guilty to health
care claims fraud after billing two

insurance companies for $2,500 worth
of services.

The Scotch Plains Council voted 4-
1 to approve a resolution appointing
Gregory Robert Arner & Associates of
Summit to examine a building at the
southern end of Lamberts Mill Road
to determine whether it would be ben-
eficial for the township to purchase
and convert it into a senior center.
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