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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

April 22, 2004

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THE TOWN ON PARADE…More than 2,000 Westfielders are pictured on parade last Saturday morning to inaugurate the
start of the Westfield Youth Baseball season. Led by Mayor Gregory McDermott, fire trucks, police motorcycle escort and
the rescue squad, children, parents and well-wishers marched from Mindowaskin Park to Gumpert Park to play ball. Family
pets were also on hand during the idyllic spring morning. Parade organizers Lisa Riggs and Maureen Gozdieski were
delighted at the turnout for the first annual event.

Lisa Basile for The Westfield Leader
INTENSE...Moviegoers crowded theatres last weekend to see The Passion of The
Christ by Mel Gibson. Pictured, above, viewers enter the Rialto Theatre in
Westfield last Sunday for a showing organized by the Knights of Columbus.

March 4, 2004

June 24, 2004

Ben Solomon for The Westfield Leader
356 HATS OFF...The 356 members of the Class of 2004 at Westfield High School
celebrated the end of commencement by throwing their hats in the air. The
graduation ceremony was held on Monday night at Kehler Stadium.

Horace R.Corbin for The Westfield Leader
STOP AND REMEMBER...The Westfield High School Marching Band lined up near the World War I monument and
stopped to remember those lost in battle before the Memorial Day parade through downtown Westfield.

June 3, 2004

May 27, 2004

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GODSPEED…Area soldiers of the New Jersey National Guard headquartered in
Westfield leave for active duty at Fort Drum, N.Y. in preparation for war last
Thursday. The streets were lined and the air was filled with applause from many
hundreds of well-wishers, family and the entire high school student body.

Towns Talk Safety, Taxes,
Development; BOE Budgets

Pass in First Half of 2004
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s note: The following is a
review of news from Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside and
Union County during the months of
January through June 2004. The sec-
ond half of the year will be reviewed
in next week’s issue.

JANUARY
Westfield’s Temple Emanu-El

closed on New Year’s Eve after the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
received a threat against the facility.
Barricades blocked the roadways sur-
rounding the temple and armed guards
stood watch. The temple reopened
January 9 after it was determined
there was no credible threat.

Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti pledged to move forward
with plans for a community center on
the Barnes Tract.

Angel Estrada was chosen as the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders’ first Hispanic-American
Chairman.

Colleen Mahr began her tenure as
Fanwood’s 26th mayor, while Donna
Dolce and Jack Molenaar started their
first terms as borough council mem-
bers.

Michael Charmatz, a graduate of
Westfield High School, plunged to
his death from the sixth floor of a
New Brunswick parking garage in an
apparent suicide.

As he did a year earlier, Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks used a
good portion of his New Year’s ad-

dress to press the issue of property tax
reform.

Westfield Mayor Gregory
McDermott vowed to increase pedes-
trian safety and make parking “more
friendly.”

Republicans JoAnn Neylan, Mark
Ciarrocca and James Foerst were
sworn in as Westfield’s newest coun-
cil members. Also sworn in was in-
cumbent First Ward Republican
Councilman Peter Echausse.

The total projected Westfield school
board budget was expected to rise an
estimated 7 percent.

Westfield resident and Assignment
Judge of Union County, Edward
Beglin, Jr., retired on January 15.

A kindergarten teacher from
Mountainside’s Beechwood School
was fired after receiving a “gift” from
her boyfriend, which contained two
bullets. One bullet had her name on it;
the other had his. The “gift” was
allegedly given to her during school
hours and the board of education got
a restraining order against the man.
Then, when the teacher was moving
her classroom from Deerfield to
Beechwood, he accompanied her to
her new classroom. She signed him in
at the school office under an alias,
claiming he was her cousin. When a
Mountainside police officer patrol-
ling the school asked for identifica-
tion, the man was removed from the
building.

The preliminary 2004 Union
County budget was projected to total
approximately $360 million. This rec-
ognized an increase of 7 percent from

2003, when the budget tallied $335.4
million.

A lawsuit was brought against
Mayor Mahr and the Borough of
Fanwood by Verizon Wireless after
the borough council overturned the
Planning Board’s approval of
Verizon’s application in November.

County Manager George Devanney
was authorized to reach an agreement
with additional counties to reduce the
number of juveniles housed at the
controversial George Herlich Juve-
nile Detention Center. The cost of
this agreement was not to exceed
$1.5 million.

A report from developer HKT
Nassau regarding luxury apartments
earmarked for two sites in Westfield
was made available for the public.
The call for the report was generated
in 2003 from public discussion re-
garding the financial and social im-
pacts of the proposed Westfield rede-
velopment projects – particularly in
that it had been proposed that the
developments be exempt from regu-
lar property taxes.

Dr. David Heisey, Principal of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
informed the school board that the
long-time district mascot, the Native
American silhouette, would be re-
placed. Dr. Heisey had been notified
that the New Jersey Commissioner of
Education recommended that school
districts abolish symbols of Native
Americans to represent schools.

The steering committee looking
into the feasibility of setting up a
Special Improvement District (SID)
in downtown Scotch Plains would
vote in February on whether to move
forward with establishing a SID.

Mayor Mahr explained that the
Borough of Fanwood would apply
for “extraordinary aid” from the state
to offset the budget.

FEBRUARY
Citing a lack of information,

Westfield residents raised questions
regarding the construction of two pro-
posed parking garages and associ-
ated development.

The committee looking at the pos-
sibility of establishing a SID in Scotch
Plains was unable to resolve the ques-
tion of assessments on downtown
property owners, but members said
they were committed to resolving the
issue and then voting on whether to
present the SID proposal to the wider
business community.

In a 6-to-1 vote, the Westfield Plan-
ning Board approved a subdivision
by developer Charles Pijanowski, who
plans to create two conforming build-
ing lots from the property at 619 Elm
Street.

The proposed shuttle bus service
for Fanwood and Scotch Plains would
not go forward after it was deter-
mined that such a service does not
sustain itself and loses money.

Several Westfield downtown prop-
erty owners spoke to the council on
the issue of parking permits. After
being told he would not be able to
renew his permits, Gary Goodman,
the owner of 37 Elm Street, told
elected officials he had previously
been allowed to purchase parking
permits for his tenants.

He explained that his office tenants
do not stay for long periods of time,
and said that he would be unable to
rent the space without offering park-
ing. “Ultimately, my property will be
worthless if I can’t rent it,” Mr.
Goodman said.

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment approved a site plan ap-
plication allowing Bowcraft Amuse-
ment Park to go forward with its
planned water park.

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Thomas Atkins recommended to the
Township Council a 2004 municipal
budget of just under $19.547 million
that would be funded by a five-point
increase in the municipal portion of
local property taxes.

Newly-elected State Senator
Nicholas Scutari announced on Feb-
ruary 5 that he would leave his posi-
tion as Union County Freeholder.

Scott Parker of Edwards and Kelcey
presented a traffic impact study that was
done in regards to the proposed con-
struction of parking decks at Prospect
and Elm Streets and South Avenue in
Westfield. Mayor McDermott prefaced
the presentation by stating there are a lot
of people “skeptical of this report.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Mayor Viglianti announced that
members of the governing body, along
with members of the Mountainside
Board of Education, would discuss in
a closed session meeting the pending
litigation that Mountainside is under-
going regarding the 1995 regional
school district dissolution referen-
dum that affected Clark, Springfield,
Berkeley Heights, Kenilworth,
Mountainside and Garwood.

After several weeks of discussion,
nine steering committee members
voted unanimously to recommend a
multi-tiered, flat rate system for as-
sessing Scotch Plains downtown prop-
erties, a formula that would have fi-
nanced a first-year budget of about
$78,350. Properties would pay up to
25 cents per $100 of assessed value.

The Westfield Town Council dis-
cussed revising the zoning and mas-
ter plan in order to allow James Ward
to build luxury condos on Prospect
Street at the former site of Statistical
Research. Mr. Ward proposed to build
a 41-unit, luxury residential develop-
ment targeted for persons age 55 and
older.

Several residents told the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
about the leaking roofs and uprooted
floor tiles at Evergreen School. “We
are appalled at the condition of Ever-
green School,” teacher Lynn Sanders
said. She expressed concern for the
health of the faculty and children.

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil started serious consideration of
the 2004 municipal budget, examin-
ing the $19.5 million spending pro-
posal for areas where further cuts
could be made or, if deemed neces-
sary, additional funding could be pro-
vided.

Unanimously, members of the
Westfield Planning Board voted to
approve an application for a Com-
merce Bank branch at the former site
of Reilly Oldsmobile at 552-556 and
560 North Avenue.

Several last minute disputes de-
layed final action by the SID steering
committee in Scotch Plains, and it
was hoped that the committee would
agree by the following week to send
a final report of its findings and rec-

ommendations to the Township Coun-
cil, and also come to a consensus on
the composition of a SID’s board of
directors.

Political lines were drawn between
the Republican and Democrat mem-
bers of the Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil over the 2004 budget. The budget
was approved in a 4-2 vote along
party lines and was sent to Trenton
along with an application for extraor-
dinary aid. The proposed budget to-
taled approximately $6.8 million.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education discussed the proposed
2004-2005 budget of $64,217,571.

MARCH
Ginny Leiz, Richard Solomon and

Julia Walker announced their candi-
dacies for three vacant seats on the
Westfield Board of Education.

Lance Porter and Craig Nowlin
announced their candidacies for the
two open board of education seats in
Scotch Plains. Meanwhile, newcomer
Seamus Dolan announced his candi-
dacy for the Fanwood seat.

Westfield’s town budget would in-

crease by over 7 percent, which
equated to a $220 tax increase for the
municipal portion of tax bills on the
average home assessed at $177,500.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education announced a 7.7 per-
cent budget increase.

Erin Krantz, 28, of Cliffside Park
and Siomara Fontana, 43, of Newark
were arrested on prostitution charges
after Westfield police detectives ex-
ecuted a search warrant at an East
South Avenue massage business.

A superior court judge dismissed a
reverse racial discrimination lawsuit
filed by four Scotch Plains police
officers against the township police
department, its current police chief,
and his predecessor.

James and John Caldora proposed
to knock down existing offices and
apartments at 143 and 147 Elmer
Street and 311 Lenox Avenue in
Westfield to erect a three-story, 14-
unit apartment complex.

Fanwood residents attended a spe-
cial meeting regarding a proposed
new communications tower to be lo-
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