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Lady Blue Devils Showed
‘Grit’ in Field Hockey

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heart and determination defined
the demeanor of the Westfield High
School girls’ field hockey team this
season. Finishing with a 4-10-3
record, the Blue Devils were com-
petitive in every game and never got
blown out.

Battling down to the wire, the Devil
girls’ suffered three heartbreaking
games in the last two minutes. Addi-
tionally, several bad-hop bounces gave
their opponents one-goal victories.

“They never stopped playing hard
regardless of their record and that
was the most important thing this
season,” said Blue Devil field hockey
Head Coach Maggie McFadden.
“They never looked back and every
game was a new challenge to them.
They loved the game, played hard
and never allowed to let their team-
mates and coaches down.”

Sixteen Devil girls will graduate;
however, many underclassmen expe-
rienced playing time in key positions
and offer an optimist outlook next
year.

“Our outlook is encouraging,” said
McFadden. “Field hockey is perhaps
one of the most athletic games you
can play. It’s a little round ball that
needs to be hit while running, so you
definitely require some athletic skills.”

Of the soon-to-be graduates, se-
nior Jessica Roparts had a strong sea-
son and earned her first varsity letter.
“She was a very focused player, had
several outstanding games and made
some incredible saves,” said
McFadden.

Senior Tri-Captains, forward
Lauren Purdy, a three-year varsity
letter winner who scored three goals,
and forward/midfielder Emily Printz
and midfielder Elizabeth Trimble,
both two-year letter winners, had a
presence on the field was quite clear.

“They did a marvelous job in each
and every game. They were monu-
mental in motivation, leadership and
shared their maturity with the rest of
their teammates,” said McFadden.
“Purdy was our mainstay for the past
three years. There was no doubt that
she was the best player on the field.

Unfortunately, she did not have the
statistics to back it up as in past years,
but she was our offensive anchor.”

Senior midfielder/forward
Michelle Markowski, a two-year var-
sity letter winner, was another ex-
ample of a true team player according
to McFadden. “Whenever I asked her
to move to another position for the
team, she never questioned why and
was always very willing. She did a
commendable job.”

Seniors making major contributions
include two-year letter winners,
Kristen Materek and Lorena
Zamarelli. Senior first-year letter
winners are: Rachell Carr, Allison
Feldman, Camille Hausheer, Tara
Meagher, Emily Ortuso, Rebecca
Shulman, Katherine Sloan, Elizabeth
Werner and Nicole Zubizarretta.

The 2005 Devils will feature five
key juniors including Tri-Captains
Samantha Manetti, Rebecca DeFazio
and Justine Cassidy.

“The good news is that we have
good coaches who are doing a good
job in Molly Phelan at the JV level
and Ann Margaret Shannon at the
ninth grade level,” summarized
McFadden. “Of course we view next
year as a rebuilding year and it puts us
into the position of having to do a lot
of teaching. Our athletic process here
at Westfield High School is a good
one. There are many opportunities to
participate in activities and sports
programs. We have a great nucleus of
middle school kids coming up and we
look forward to that.”

Viking Soccer Boys Enjoy
Banner Year, Finish 16-2-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Joe DeOliveira, Head Coach of the
Union Catholic High School soccer
team for 12 years, has enjoyed a ban-
ner season, finishing 16-2-1. The Vi-
kings won the Mountain Valley Con-
ference (MVC) title and were com-
petitive in the Union County tourna-
ment (UCT) and the North Jersey
Parochial tournament.

Entering undefeated and seeded
fifth in the UCT, the Vikings defeated
Westfield, 2-1, but experienced de-
feat at the feet of the Union Farmers
in the quarterfinals.

“We were the better team and
should of put them away in the first
twenty minutes, however the goals
did not come and in a game like this
if you do not put a good team away it
spells trouble,” said Oliveiri.

The Vikings won the MVC title,
recording victories over Bound Brook,
A.J. Johnson and Rahway. In the Paro-
chial tournament, the top-seeded Vi-
kings received a bye then defeated St.
Peters Prep, 4-0, in the quarterfinals
before falling to Don Bosco Prep in a
double overtime shootout.

“Our most memorable games came
against St. Peter’s. We put it all to-
gether and outplayed them from the
opening whistle,” explained
DeOliveira. “Rahway always is ex-
citing for us because that’s were I
coached youth soccer for ten years,
so those kids looked forward to play-
ing their best game against us and
they did,”

The Vikings outscored their oppo-
nents, 60-15 and, perhaps, the big-
gest giant on the field was junior
Mike Seamon who broke a school
record scoring 31 goals.

“He definitely is the best player
that I have coached since coming
here,” said DeOliveira. “He’s a great
motivator, someone who leads by
example and an athlete with a mar-

velous attitude.”
Seamon, junior sweeper Brian

Osbahr, senior Tri-Captain/midfielder
Mat Cunha and junior goalie Chris
Varga were selected to the First Team
All-Conference. Additionally,
Seamon was named to the All-State
Central I Sectional team. As to the
departure of Cunha, DeOliveira said,
“He’s a four year letter winner that is
very tough technically in his play. He
will be difficult to replace.”

Seniors Dave Korsicat and Tri-Cap-
tain Brian DeOliveira made a huge
contribution. “Korsicat earned a spot
at the starting stopper position and
never lost it. He played excellent ball
control with both feet and was a great
passer. As to Brian, this is my last year
coaching a son. Three sons came
through playing for me, David, Marc
and Brian. They were always support-
ive, regardless of some of the rough
seasons we endured. They never turned
me down, always respected me as
coach and never asked for special treat-
ment. I really respected them for that.”

DeOliveira added, “One important
player I must mention was senior Tri-
Captain Marco Messercola, a
Westfield native. Although this young
man suffered a season ending knee
injury, he was the key motivator on
the sideline. What shocked me mostly
was when we won the conference.
His teammates picked him up and
raised him up high. They did not
forget how important he was to them.”

DeOliveira concluded, “With the
attitude that has blossomed this sea-
son, an experienced group of return-
ing players and junior varsity kids
that experienced a 14-game win sea-
son, we expect to have another ban-
ner year. I had the pleasure and op-
portunity to enjoy a great season of
fabulous attitude among the players,
from the beginning to the end of the
season. I strongly believe that is what
brings a winning spirit.”

Blue Devil Wrestlers Have
Low Numbers, Some Talent
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good as anyone else,” said Kurz.
“We have a very small group. The

guys who are working are working
very hard and they will be top con-
tenders for the district. I am looking
to go down to the state tournament
and make some noise,” said DelDuca.

Senior Sam Kramer (112-lbs)
boosted his career record to 52-21 by
finishing 18-6 last season. In his
sophomore year, he placed fourth in
the Union County Tournament and
second in D-11. Last year, he placed
second in both tournaments and lost
only to two individuals in his weight
class – four times to talented Ryan
Wilson of Rahway.

“I haven’t really grown too much
but I put on a little muscle. I’m going
to take another shot at 112 for the
fourth year in a row,” said Kramer. “I
lost to only two kids in my weight last
year, one was a heartbreaker in the
regions in the last eight seconds and
the others were to Ryan Wilson.”

“Sam’s been tough in the past. I
expect more of the same,” said Kurz.
“He set his goals. He wants to make

the state tournament. He’s got the
ability to do it. This sport all comes
down to hard work. Is he willing to
put in the time to make sure he gets
himself there?”

Junior Co-Captain Andrew Shaffer
was a pleasant surprise last year. He
placed second in D-11 at 160-lbs and
finished with a 13-7 record. Shaffer
wrestled over the summer and, this
season, he will eventually be compet-
ing at 152-lbs.

“I’m around 155 at the end of prac-
tice, 157 on the way in. I have been
going down consistently every prac-
tice. I will get there,” said Shaffer
who added. “I got a lot of work in over
the summer. We lifted almost every
day. I didn’t get as many matches that
I had hoped for. I only got 50. I really
want to make it to Atlantic City.”

“He’s looking tough in the room,”
stated Kurz. “After football, it’s tak-
ing him a little while to get his tech-
nique. He wrestled a lot over the
summer so it shouldn’t take him too
long to get back into his groove.”

Junior Colin Willard placed third
in the district at 171-lbs and is vying
with Dan Whitney for the position.

“Last year, Colin made it to the
regions and, hopefully, that will mo-
tivate him to get back there this sea-
son,” said Kurz.

Other wrestlers in the varsity lineup
are: juniors Colin MacKay (119), Matt
Kamel (119), Mark Boyd (160), Joe
Correa (160), Bob Mroz (189), Steve
Cruikshank (215) and Zak Bullek
(heavyweight).

The Blue Devils will open with
East Side tomorrow, December 17, in
Newark at 4 p.m.

NJ Lax Will Hold
Lax Cadet Classes

The New Jersey Interscholastic
Lacrosse Officials Association will
be holding cadet classes for individu-
als interested in officiating boys’ la-
crosse. Classes will be held through-
out the state. Interested individuals
must be at least 18 years old and prior
playing experience is not required.
For more information, please call
Mike Tatch at (973) 366-1744 or e-
mail mdtts@optonline.net or visit
www.njiloa.org.

Local HS Boys All-UC,
All-State X-Country:
Westfield High School junior Jeff

Perrella was selected to The Star Led-
ger All-State First Team, All-Group 4
First Team and All-Union County
(UC) First Team in boys cross-coun-
try. Six Blue Devils, two Union Catho-
lic Vikings and on Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raider received All-UC rec-
ognition.

Perrella was also named Union
County “Runner of the Year” and
Blue Devil Head Coach Jack Martin
was named Union County “Coach of
the Year”. Under head coach Mike
McCabe, the Vikings won their first
Mountain Valley Conference Valley
Division title.

Blue Devil Robert Broadbent re-
ceived All-Group 4 Second Team and
All-UC First Team recognition and
Viking Brian Guteri received All-
Non-Public Third Team and All-UC
First Team honors. Blue Devils Mike
Gorski and Kris Kagan and Raider
Mike Miller received All-UC Second
Team honors while Blue Devils Jay
Hoban and Ameer Rogers, Viking
Jon Pais and Raider Josh Zinman
received All-UC Third Team honors.

David B. Corbin (February 2004 Archives) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO TURN RUBBERY ARMS…Blue Devil Sam Kramer, top,
attempts to turn Farmer Ryan Lockwood to his back in a 112-lb bout last year.
Recording eight takedowns, Kramer won via, 21-5, technical fall in 5:50.

Gridder Fabiano Gets
All-UC First Team

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior football defenseman
Marc Fabiano was named to The
Star Ledger All-Union County (UC)
First Team and the All-Group 3
Second Team in defense. Four Raid-
ers and two Westfield High School
football players received All-UC
honors.

Blue Devils Marc Dowling and
Bryan Power received All-UC Sec-
ond Team honors in defense and
Raider Justis Evans was selected to
the All-UC Third Team. Raiders Leroy
Anglin and Sean Smith received All-
UC Third Team honors in offense.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOTS OF DETERMINATION…The Blue Devil girls field hockey team played
with heart and determination this season.
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Burgdorff’s gift to buyer and seller clients who 
participate in the American Dream: finding a home! 
Call for program details or visit us at burgdorff.com.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

CRANFORD $519,900 WESTFIELD $819,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $650,000 WESTFIELD $1,090,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $759,000

WESTFIELD $659,900

Great size!  9 large rooms with 9-foot ceilings, Family Room and
Master Bedroom addition, 2.5 baths and a new Timberline roof.
Short distance to NYC transportation and town center.

A Newman built home in Stonehenge.  Spacious 4 Bedroom, 2.5
bath Split Level, Living Room with wood-burning fireplace, Formal
Dining Room, hardwood floors, newly updated Eat-In Kitchen, large
screened porch, Family Room, 2-car attached garage and wonder-
fully expansive level property.

Sprawling Ranch is located on a quiet street close to elementary and middle
schools, downtown Fanwood shopping and NYC transportation.  Situ-
ated on nearly one acre of land, this home has 3 generous Bedrooms, 2.5
baths, large Formal Living and Dining Rooms, Family Room with fire-
place and French doors to a screened porch overlooking a spacious yard.

A touch of charm!  You’ll love this impeccable traditional Colonial
with charming Living Room, Dining Room, cozy Family Room and
fabulous Kitchen.  There are 4 Bedrooms including a Master Bed-
room Suite and so much more.  Don’t miss an opportunity.

Great neighborhood!  Move-in condition Colonial with charming
details including a Living Room with fireplace, large Family Room
with access to beautifully, landscaped property.  Four Bedrooms, 2.5
bath completes this wonderful home.

Located on a quiet cul-de-sac, this spacious 4 Bedroom, 2.5 bath
center hall Colonial features an Eat-In Kitchen adjacent to Family
Room with fireplace, central air conditioning, wood floors, Master
Suite with dressing area and Recreation Room.  Set on 1.2 acres
with circular drive.


