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Lady SP-F Raiders to Host
Shabazz in Hoops Opener

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

It’s been quite a few years, so many
that most people can barely recall
those days, but once upon a time
Westfield was a giant in high school
basketball.

The glory years started in 1958-59,
when captain Ken Hite, Bob Haines,
Tom Gilson, Ray Bailey and Jerry
Dick helped WHS post a 24-3 record
under coach John Lay and win its first
Union County Tournament title.
Haines scored a then school record
404 points while Bailey grabbed a
then school record 347 rebounds. The
UCT semifinal between WHS and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood drew a
“record” crowd of 3,580 to the Eliza-
beth Armory.

Three years later, Lay’s team went
23-3, winning the Central Jersey
Group 4 championship before losing
to Weequahic 55-52 in the state final.
Big Bob King and point guard Dick
Myers (who scored a then-school
record 38 points vs. Roselle Park) led
the way, with help from forwards
Jerry Post and Doug Carver, and guard
Bob Whitaker.

With the 6-foot-11 King rewriting
the school’s scoring and rebounding
records almost nightly, WHS went
21-3 in 1962-63, capturing another
UCT title (routing Roselle Catholic
65-45 in the final) before losing a 55-
53 overtime thriller to SP-F in the
state tournament in Lay’s final game
as coach. Sophomore Bob Felter and
senior John Bannon along with
Whitaker and Carver were the other
starters.

After some up and down years, and
four different coaches in seven years,
Neil Horne took over as coach in
1971-72, and his first year produced
the school’s only state basketball
championship, a 44-42 overtime win
over Triton in the Group 4 final. That
25-2 team got its offense from juniors
Tim Goski and Scott Novacek, and
senior Tom Pfeiffer. Seniors Steve
Reddy and Larry Simmons were solid
two-way guys.

The following year, Goski and
Novacek were an awesome 1-2 punch,
while Bob Jester and juniors Jim
Masters and Buddy Robinson rounded
out the starters on a 24-2 club that
won its first 21 games before losing
in the county and state tournaments.

That’s a combined 117-13 record
for those five years! The overall record
for that 15-year period was 236-110.
Even at a time when the WHS swim-
ming and wrestling teams were al-
ways among the state’s best, the WHS
gym rocked the best when the basket-

ball team was packin’ the place.
Speaking of boys hoops, WHS has

posted winning records two of the
past three years under coach Kevin
Everly. The Devils were 16-8 last
year – the most wins since the 1977
team, with Boo Bowers and Spud
Monroe, went 19-8 – and played state-
ranked teams like Elizabeth, Linden
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood very
tough. Despite the graduation of Jan
Cocozziello, Tyshon Blackmon,
Terrence Bryant and Joe Korfmacher,
Everly has returning captain Eric
Hayes, Billy Hearon and Bryan Power
as a solid nucleus. And last year’s
junior varsity was 19-4 and reached
the county final.

The Blue Devils open the 2004-05
season tomorrow at Linden, 4 p.m.

FEVER UPDATE
Final score: Pittsburgh Central

Catholic 49, Neshaminy 14. And, to
be honest, the PIAA AAAA champi-
onship game wasn’t that close. The
Vikings are ranked in the top six or
seven teams in the country by several
publications, and it’s easy to see why.
They aren’t overly big, or overly fast
… they remind me of the old Gary
Kehler-WHS teams. No penalties, no
plays for losses, precision blocking,
crisp tackling and they obviously
watched their films, cause they knew
everything Neshaminy was going to
do, and when it was going to do it.

Seven possessions into the game it
was 49-0 and PCC’s star running back
Eugene Jarvis, all of 5-foot-6, 165
pounds, had five touchdowns.

But you know what? It was well
worth the trip, driving out to central
Pennsylvania. Hershey Stadium is
AWESOME, one of the three best
I’ve ever been at (Paul Brown Tiger
Stadium in Massillon, Ohio, and
Phillipsburg’s Maloney Field being
the other two). And we (Neshaminy)
had way more fans … and the ones
who stayed were cheering S-K-I-N-S
SKINS! To the very end. And it was
really cool to see little kids dressed up
in Heartbreak Ridge t-shirts and with
their faces painted – RED on their
right cheeks and SKINS on their left
with a big GO on the forehead. You’ve
just gotta love fans like that.

TRIVIA QUESTION
Who holds the record for most

points scored in a game at the WHS
gym? (Hint: He wasn’t wearing a
blue and white uniform, but he was
shooting his free throws under-
handed.)

MORE ON ALL-TIME TEAM
Among the replies to last week’s

column about my all-time WHS foot-
ball team (1960-2004) was one from
Jay Factor (Class of ’85), who was
thrilled to be named to the squad but
wondered how I could’ve left off a
tough guy like Mike Stagaard. Well,
Stags, Jimmy Tyler and Dan Gilday
were among those who just missed
selection.
WHERE HAVE THEY GONE?
When I was growing up in

Westfield, these were some of the
staples of life. Ask a kid today about
the Westfield White Diamond, the
one-theatre Rialto, the Rec, the Ex-
cellent Diner, the Y’s bowling alleys,
Charlie Cheats South Ave. Italian Deli,
Echo Lanes, Columbus School, Grant
School, the Glenview Manor or the
old gym at the Y and you’ll probably
get a weird look.

In the 1950s and ’60s, they were
among the “in” spots. Now, they are
(in order): a converted auto dealer-
ship building on North Ave., the multi-
theatre Rialto, a table tennis estab-
lishment, a new strip mall, kids play
rooms, a window business, a
megaplex for 24 or so movies, a couple
of houses, the town library, Charlie
Brown’s restaurant and the racquet-
ball courts at the Y.

It just shows that not all change is
for the better.

NOBODY ASKED, BUT …
There have been some spectacular

1-2 punches in WHS boys basketball
history, including Jim Kane-Jim
Turpin, Terry Brady-Sam Mitchell,
Haines-Bailey-Hite-Gilson; Myers-
King, Goski-Novacek, Boo Bowers-
Spud Monroe, Chris Rupp-Chris
Frerecks, Eric Lyght-Ron Shovlin,
Mike Comandini-Greg Prunty and
Dan Deserio-Jay Cook, among oth-
ers. But for my money, it’d be tough
to find a more dynamic duo than the
1965 combo of Bob Felter and Jerry
Richards. Felter was a 6-5 center with
point guard moves, 3-point range and
a great rebounder; the 6-2 Richards
was as good as it gets on defense, a
great passer, pick-setter and capable
scorer.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Rick Barry scored 53 points for

Roselle Park in an 80-77 overtime
victory over WHS during the 1959-
60 season. Barry, who went on to
NBA fame and is the father of several
current NBA players, hit 21 of 31
field goals and 11 of 14 free throws.

Bruce Johnson’s Devil’s Den ap-
pears every Thursday in the Westfield
Leader. Contact him with comments
or ideas at bj1019@aol.com.

Once Upon a Time, Basketball
Was King Around Here

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Icemen Drop Two
At Cron Hockey Tournament

By ANDREW GOLDMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School Ice
Hockey team continued its season
with two games in the Cron Tourna-
ment at Warinanco Rink in Roselle.
The Blue Devils’ first round game
against defending public school state
champion West Essex ended in a 3-2
loss and their second game ended in a
4-2 loss at the skates of Old Bridge.

West Essex came out strong scoring
three goals in the first period to take a
3-0 lead. Westfield, determined to make
a comeback, played great defensively,
shutting West Essex down the rest of
the way and scored two goals to bring
the score to 3-2. However, the Blue
Devils’ momentum was crushed when
they received a penalty and were forced
to play shorthanded for the final two
minutes of the game.

In the consolation bracket against
Old Bridge, the Blue Devils, hungry
for their first win of the season, con-
tinued its great defensive play from
the end of the West Essex game and
held Old Bridge scoreless through
the first two periods. Westfield took a
1-0 lead after senior Captain Brent
Davis scored in the final minute of the
second period. However, Westfield’s
defense collapsed in the third period
as Old Bridge scored three goals in a
span of 38 seconds.

Freshman Jimmy Bender scored
his first high school goal to cut the
Old Bridge lead to 3-2. The Blue
Devils failed to score and when they
pulled their goalie to attempt to tie the
game, Old Bridge scored an empty
net goal to finalize the scoring. Fresh-
man Eric Zagorski made his first high
school start in goal for Westfield.

ability to bang in short jumpers and
was particularly dangerous driving to
the basket for a lay up when oppo-
nents hung too closely to Klimowicz.
Gillooly was devastating from three-
point range and will make opponents
pay if they give her too much
elbowroom. Last year, when the Raid-
ers walked off the court with a, 65-43,
victory over fierce rival Union Catho-
lic to capture its first Union County
Tournament championship, Gillooly
put on a show with four 3-pointers for
a career-high 24 points.

Similar to last year, in order to win
a North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
title, the Raiders must defeat some
rough customers, especially peren-
nial power Shabazz, the Meet of
Champions winner last year. Last year,
the Raiders flattened No. 10 Voorhees
in the semifinals, 76-54, and
Klimowicz demonstrated her versa-
tility by sinking 26 points, pulling
down 15 rebounds, swiping six steals
and making six blocked shots. In their
final game, Shabazz rumbled to a 64-
49 victory to claim the sectional title.
Klimowicz bucketed 20 points,
grabbed 11 rebounds and had four
blocks while Gillooly pumped in 10
points, including two from beyond 3-
point range.

The mix of four returning starters and
three hungry underclassmen will attempt
to turn the tables on the Bulldogs tomor-
row night. Then on Saturday at 2:15
p.m., the Raiders will face powerhouse
Immaculate Heart Academy at Asbury

Park Convention Center.
“I’m not as worried about the op-

ponents as I am concerned with how
our team performs. This (Shabazz)
will be a great test. We also play IHA
that is ranked in the top-two. We’ve
got good games to show us where we
stand. We have a long way to go to
play great basketball, as long as we
are there in March,” said McBride.

All-Union County
Girls Cross-Country:
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls cross-country team was
named the Union County (UC) “Team
of the Year” by The Star-Ledger and
coaches Robert Rafferty and Jeff Koegel
were named “Coaches of the Year”.
Seven Raiders and seven Westfield High
School girls received All-UC honors.

Blue Devil Annie Onishi and Raiders
Mary Shashaty and Laura Harrison re-
ceived All-UC First Team honors. Blue
Devils Rachel Barrett, Jen Danielsson,
Kim Legones and Anne Siwulec, along
with Raider Samantha Gates, were
named to the All-UC Second Team.
Raiders Samantha Carow, Christine
DeLuca, Cathy Harley and Allie Hoynes-
O’Connor, along with Blue Devils Ayn
Wisler and Meg Driscoll, were named to
the All-UC Third Team.

Local HS Girls All-UC,
All-State Volleyball:

Union Catholic High School
standout Megan Conheeney received
All-Group 2 First Team recognition
in girls volleyball by The Star Ledger.
Four Vikings, three Westfield High
School and one Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girl received
All-Union County (UC) honors.

Conheeney was also named All-
UC First Team as was teammate
Louise Gonzalez, who was also se-
lected All-Group 2 Second Team, and
Blue Devil Erin Roudebush, who also
was selected All-Group 4 Second
Team. Blue Devil Lizzy Myers and
Viking Paige Rusnock, who were
named All-Group 2 Third Team, made
the All-UC Second Team. Blue Devil
Molly Williams, Viking Nicole
Palumbo and Raider Kelli Kaskiw
made the All-UC Third Team.

Fred K. Lecomte (January 2004 Archives)  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHOOTING FOR THE ALL-TIME RAIDER RECORD…Raider center Hillary
Klimowicz, No. 34., already owns the Raider girls’ all-time scoring record and
needs just 32 points to surpass the boys’ record of 1,482.
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Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield $759,000 Westfield                                                        $599,000

Mountainside $1,275,000 Clark                                                               $350,000

Delightful CH colonial with 4 oversized bedrooms, 3.1
baths, inviting family room with fireplace & living room
fireplace.  WSF0924

Contemporary home totally rebuilt in 1992.  Open floor
plan, cathedral ceilings, skylights, family room fireplace,
cac.  WSF0785

Gracious 5 bedroom home located in one of the most desir-
able neighborhoods.  Offering elegance, privacy & resort-
like yard.  WSF0982

Last One!  Exclusive new construction by M & B Proper-
ties.  Superb quality and design.  6 bedrooms, 5.1 baths.
Call for details.  WSF3080

Fabulous completely renovated colonial in wonderful
neighborhood.  4 bedrooms, gourmet kitchen, 2.2 new
baths. WSF0886

2 bedroom, 1.5 bath home.  Eat-in kitchen, finished base-
ment, cac, hardwood floors throughout, 2 car garage.
WSF0991

Scotch Plains                                                 $799,000

Scotch Plains                                                 $579,000


