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MINEOS, FABIANO, GIANNACI LOOK FOR SUCCESS

Raiders Are Going to Scrap,
Make Things Happen on Mat

POWER, HAYES, HEARON NAMED AS TRI-CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Cagers Considered
To Be ‘Good Balance’ of Boys

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Big-name wrestlers saturated the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team’s lineup last year. The
Raiders were beaten only twice, West
Milford and Phillipsburg, and cap-
tured the Union County (UC) crown,
the District 11 title and sent four
wrestlers to the state tournament. This
year a few big names remain but, with
37 boys in the program, all the weight
classes will be filled with spirited,
scrappy wrestlers.

“We might have a couple of holes
here and there, like 171 and 189, but
we have some good candidates to
wrestle off for the positions,” said
Raider Head Coach John Scholz.
“Everywhere else, we are solid. We
have guys who didn’t have a chance
to start at varsity last year because we

had big guns in the way.”
Senior team captain Steve Mineo,

who will compete at 135-lbs this sea-
son, upped his three-year varsity record
to 87-12 by finishing 31-5 last year.
Mineo, who has verbally committed
to wrestle for the University of Mary-
land, won his second Union County,
District 11 and Region 3 crowns in a
row and placed fourth at AC.

“I’m looking forward to this season
because I am not pulling as much weight

as I have in past seasons,” said Mineo,
who has the chance to break the all-
time Raider career win record of 111
set by Derek Francavilla last year.

“He’s going to have a phenomenal
season. He’s going to be the second kid
in Scotch Plains history to get over 100
wins, probably even surpass Francavilla
from last year. His leadership abilities
are far more than any others I have
seen,” commented Scholz.

Senior Marc Fabiano, a district
champ at 189-lbs in 2003, finished
16-10 at 215-lbs to up his two-year
total to 37-17. This season, Fabiano
hurts the scales at 234 pounds and
will compete at heavyweight.

“He’s just massive! He is strong.
He is throwing everyone around. He’s
just manhandling all these kids and
coaches,” Scholz expressed. “He is
going to have a great season, coming
off a great football season with all
the accolades he got, all-county, all-
conference.”

Senior AJ Watson, who placed third
in the district at 145-lbs last year, is
expected to compete at 152-lbs and
veteran senior Anthony Ferrante will
compete at 145-lbs or 152-lbs.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Since four talented players gradu-
ated from last year’s boys basketball
team that produced a fine 16-8 record,
the Westfield High School Blue Dev-

ils will present a mix of veterans with
several new faces on the courts this
season. The Blue Devils have called
for the services of senior Tri-Cap-
tains Erik Hayes, Bryan Power and
Billy Hearon to mold the newcomers

into a well-oiled machine to do battle
in the tough Watchung Conference.

Last year, the Blue Devils recorded
the best season since 1977 – they
were 16-9 in 2002 – and were com-
petitive in nearly every game. Inter-
estingly, the Blue Devils were burned,
with down to the buzzer losses, in five
of their eight defeats. Jan Cocozziello,
Terrence Bryant and Tyshon
Blackmon provided most of the of-
fense while Joe Korfmacher, along
with Cocozziello provided the ma-
jority of the rebounds. All four have
graduated, so the burden of scoring
will rest on the shoulders of Hayes
and Hearon and control of the boards
will rest on Power’s shoulders.

In his third year at varsity, Hayes, a
point guard, scored 272 points as a
sophomore and totaled 217 points
last year while leading the team in
assists with 61.

“He will be one of our top scorers,”
claimed Blue Devil Head Coach
Kevin Everly.

Last year, Power, a forward/center,
added a lot of muscle under the board
and grabbed 123 rebounds, but he
also contributed 123 points for a 5.1
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DELDUCA, KRAMER, SHAFFER WILL MAKE NOISE

Blue Devil Wrestlers Have
Low Numbers, Some Talent

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finishing with anything near a .500
record will definitely be a challenge
for this year’s Westfield High School
wrestling team. With only 16 to 17
wrestlers presently on the team, the
Blue Devils will look to a handful of
talented veterans to make waves.

“We are not going to be able to fill
all the weights. We have no 103 and
Jason Perez (a transfer from St. Peter’s
Prep) is the only wrestler we have
between 130 and 145,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz.

Last year, the Blue Devils finished
with a 7-11 record but came on strong
to place third in the district. Two
quality wrestlers, 103-lb Rob Mench
and 152-lb Lee Tomasso who won
two bouts at the states, have gradu-

ated but four wrestlers who have quali-
fied for the Region 3 tournament re-
main to carry the load.

This season, senior Co-Captain
Tom DelDuca will have the opportu-
nity to be in an elite class of wres-
tlers to have qualified for the Region
3 tournament in all four years. Last
year at 145-lbs, he finished with an
18-4 record and captured his sec-
ond-straight District 11 (D-11) title.
He wrestled well in the regions and
placed fourth. In his sophomore year,
he finished 24-5 and won the D-11
title at 140-lbs. In his freshman year,
he placed second in D-11 at 130-lbs.
This year, he plans to drop to 145-lbs
again.

“A key for Tommy is staying
healthy. If we can keep him feeling
strong at the end of the year, there’s

no reason why he shouldn’t be down
at the state tournament. He’s gotten
closer and closer every year. Last
year, he was a round away. He’s as

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Fred K. Lecomte (2003-2004 Season Archives)  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PART OF THE BLUE DEVILS’ BALANCE…Senior guard Eric Hayes, No. 31 in left picture, and senior forward Bryan
Power, with ball, along with senior Billy Hearon have been selected Tri-Captains of the Blue Devil basketball team.
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KLIMOWICZ EYES ALL-TIME SPF SCORING RECORD

Lady SP-F Raiders to Host
Shabazz in Hoops Opener
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Little may appear to have changed
with the starting lineup for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls’
basketball team before the Raiders
take to the court to host nemesis

Malcolm X. Shabazz tomorrow, De-
cember 17, at 7 p.m. However, de-
spite having four veteran starters re-
turning from a team that finished
with a 22-6 record, according to first-
year Raider Head Coach Lori
McBride the starting lineup, “is not
carved in stone.”

Four-year starters, seniors Hillary
Klimowicz (center), Jen Burke (point
guard) and Maura Gillooly (forward)
along with senior Elizabeth
DeCataldo (guard) bring a lot of tal-
ent to the table and will be seeking to
earn the Raiders their fourth-straight
20+ winning season, but junior Loni
Kaye and sophomores Allie Zazzali
and Lauren Mains are expected to be
vying for the starting guard positions.

“There have been other players who
have stepped up. Since I am a new
coach, there is a clean slate and last
year’s starters must prove themselves.
There is good competition for the

positions,” said McBride. “Jen, Loni
and Allie all can play point guard.”

On February 3 of last year,
Klimowicz broke the all-time Raider
girls’ scoring record of 1,228 points in
a regular-season game against
Shabazz. Klimowicz presently has
1,451 career points. This season, she
may very well break the all-time Raider
scoring record of 1,482 set by William
McCoy (1983-86).

Burke, the play setter, also had the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

UC Wrestling Analysis
Set For December 23
The annual western and central

Union County wrestling analysis will
appear in our next issue (December
23) of The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BROTHER AGAINST BROTHER…Raiders Pat Mineo, back, and Steve Mineo
work on their moves during a practice session.
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