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Junior League Seeks
Women’s Business Clothes

AREA – The Career Closet of
the Junior League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield (JLEP) has been hard at
work dressing over 60 underprivi-
leged women since September with
interview appropriate clothing.

The Career Closet works closely
with social service agencies
throughout Union County such as
the Urban League of Union County,
Union County Division of Social
Services, Workforce Advantage
and St. Joseph’s Social Service
Center. At the completion of the
training program, these women are
taken to the Career Closet for an
afternoon of “shopping.”

Junior League members outfit
the women in suits, dresses, shoes,
accessories and jewelry. Often, this
will be the only interview appro-
priate clothing the women own.
The women leave the Career Closet
feeling positive about their new
wardrobe and look forward to the
interview process with a renewed
sense of confidence.

This year, the Career Closet has
instituted “Blitz Days” in addition
to private appointments. During the
Blitz Days, groups of women are
brought to the Career Closet by the
agencies.

The Career Closet is always look-
ing for donations of new or gently
used ladies’ professional clothing,
shoes, jewelry, and accessories –
especially in larger women’s sizes.

Anyone wishing to make a dona-
tion to the Career Closet, or any agen-
cies wishing to work with the Career
Closet can call (908) 709-1177.

Clients of the Career Closet must
be referred by an agency. Women
looking to join the Junior League
and want more information can
visit www.jlepnj.org.

Hope for Veterans Receives Jolly
Holiday Meals from WestfieldMore Letters to the Editor

Words cannot express the enormous grati-
tude felt by the 25 Hope for Veterans resi-
dents when they learned that the Jolly Trol-
ley of Westfield would be providing an all-
out holiday meal on December 23.

Just two days before Thanksgiving,
Cranford Family Services, Feast Catering
and the Dries family volunteered to donate
and prepare a traditional turkey day meal
for the 25 Hope for Veterans residents. On
that same day, the Jolly Trolley/Charlie
Brown’s Regional Manager, John August-
ine called and stated that not only would
they contribute side dishes to the Thanks-
giving Day celebration, but he and manager
Frank Russo would prepare and cater an
entire Christmas meal for the Hope for
Veterans facility on December 23!

In the process of contributing meals,
many local donors sought information about
the newly developed Hope for Veterans
Transitional Housing Program and com-
mented on the fact that they were unaware
of the homeless veteran crisis affecting over
8,300 vets in the State of New Jersey.
Unfortunately, it is estimated that one out of
every four homeless individuals in the na-
tion are veterans.

Community Hope’s newly-opened Hope
for Veterans Transitional Housing Program
helps veterans overcome issues of alcohol-
ism, substance abuse, mental illness and
poverty which have led to the large-scale
homelessness among former servicemen
and women. Please see
www.communityhope-nj.org for more in-

formation.
The 75-bed facility, located on the Lyons

Campus of the Department of Veterans
Affairs New Jersey Health Care System, is
the largest transitional housing program for
homeless veterans in the tri-state area. The
first veterans moved into the Hope for Vet-
erans Program on September 20, 2004 and
the facility is quickly filling to capacity with
25 veterans currently in residence. The pro-
gram will provide safe shelter for up to two
years coupled with recovery, employment
and case management services aimed at
helping former servicemen and women
break the cycle of homelessness and regain
their independence.

Developed in collaboration with the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA) New
Jersey Health Care System, Hope for Vet-
erans entailed the renovation of a vacant
building on the Lyons VA Campus funded
with public and private grants.

Once again, Westfield’s generosity is
greatly appreciated by our nation’s veterans
and December 23 is eagerly anticipated.
The holidays can be a difficult time for
many. This dinner will serve not only to
provide a wonderful meal, but will increase
the spirits, camaraderie, and hope of our
residents.

Happy Holidays and Best Wishes to
Everyone.

Mary Alyce Torpy
Senior Case Manager

Veterans Program
Community Hope

Mary Alyce Torpy for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHRISTMAS FOR VETS…Patients at Lyons Hospital decorate their Christmas
tree last week to start the festive season. The Jolly Trolley of Westfield will also
help these soldiers when the restaurant management serves an Italian Feast
dinner for 30 veterans on December 23.

HOLIDAY HELPERS…Girl Scout Troop No. 067 of Wilson Elementary School
in Westfield made evergreen centerpieces for St. Paul’s Social Service Center’s
soup kitchen in Elizabeth on Division Street. The troop also had made fall
centerpieces for the soup kitchen at Thanksgiving. Pictured, left to right are
Brownies: top row; Claire Rothfelder, Noor El-Sherbeini and Morgan Mascarich;
bottom row, Madeline McCready, Olivia LeWarn and Elizabeth Gonzalez.

Assemblywoman Stender Thanks
Those Who Contributed to Food Bank

Thank you to everyone who gener-
ously contributed to the Community
Food Bank of New Jersey. This holi-
day season’s drive was an astounding
success because of supporters like you.
We were able to gather several dozen
bags of nonperishable foods such as
peanut butter, jellies, soups, and canned
meats, collecting more items this year
than in years past! Many individuals
also generously contributed financial
donations to our drive, surpassing total
monetary donations for all previous
years.

New Jerseyans have long prided
themselves on being a kind, caring,
generous people who do everything in
their power to help their friends and
neighbors during the holiday season
and throughout the entire year. Your
gift helped keep that spirit alive and for

that, I thank you.
The Community Food Bank of New

Jersey is one of the state’s largest sup-
pliers of groceries for charities, soup
kitchens, and food pantries. With your
help, we were able to reach many fami-
lies in need. With just a little help, they
will enjoy the holidays the way every-
one should, with family and with
enough to eat. United in our spirit of
community service, we all help fight
the battle against hunger.

My office takes great pride in acting
as a drop-off site for the Community
Food Bank of New Jersey. Thank you
again for your kind and generous sup-
port.

With warm holiday wishes.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
District 22

Fanwood

JON M. BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ
MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Personal Injury Law

Do You Have To
Go To Court?

908-518-0800  Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garretson Financial, Inc. 

214 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016  

Phone: 908-276-9140 

www.garretsonfinancial.com 
 

Many families pay more for college because they were 

either misinformed or uninformed. 

Don’t be one of them! 
 

Garretson Financial has integrated college aid consulting 

and FAFSA form preparation into our current financial 
planning business.  It is no secret that the families who are 

well informed about college financial aid are those who 

realize the best aid packages. Families with little or no 
financial aid knowledge often pay more than they should 

and/or make mistakes that negatively impact their financial 

aid awards. 

 

Call us today for additional information or to 

arrange an appointment.  
 

All securities offered through The Investment Center, Inc., Bridgewater, New Jersey. 

Member NASD SIPC MSRB. Registered Investment Advisor. 

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com
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       For our third year we are proud to offer our 
traditional Italian Christmas Feast. 
      Our Back dining room brings you back in 
time to Christmas’ past.  Enjoy  a feast of thir-
teen fish in a multi-course meal in the warm  
glow of soothing candle light. 
       Make your Christmas Eve a night to re-
member. 
 
Because of demand, reservations are strongly 

recommended  
$45/person tax included 

Dinner from 4:30-8:30 pm 

���� �� ����������		

����  �� ��
0������� �	�-�������������	��� ��-���*����	������

����	��
���#��	�#
!
��
�����	���-���
����#�	�

��������/## �
��	����������
��*����	����1��������%��2

�������� #����3	�#����0��������
������ ����#����

*#���*� �����## ������%������	��	
����� �	��"���	2

�
	�(�%�"����'�#�����4��#�*���(���������� �	��5�����

/��#��%��(�6������&����(�&
"����
���#(��(�
�������	��

1���������*�-���*���������
��(�����	�����(���2

	����(������(���������	��������#�� �-���7
��������
����

	���"����	���$��
��

/##��������
�	�����#�"������1�"��89�����

/##��������
�	������"-���
�����:�������1�"��8;	�

Full menus available upon request.

Attorney at Law 
Former Commissioner, New Jersey Department of Labor 

• Social Security Disability Appeals 

• Workers Compensation 

• Labor and Employment Law 

Westfield, NJ     North Brunswick, NJ 

(908) 233-9674      (732) 940-9484 
mboydlaw@aol.com 

Mark B. Boyd 


