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WHS Student Asks What Happened
To Christmas and Music at Concerts

Scotch Plains Resident Appeals
To BOE to Halt Spending Increases

Scotch Plains Resident to Stand Up
Against Cooper Road Development

This past Monday, I, along with my
parents, attended the annual Winter
Concert at Roosevelt Intermediate
School, a performance in which I was
once involved. Upon receiving the
night’s program pamphlet, it became
evident, yet again, that Christmas was
not going to be featured in this year’s
performance.

The sixth grade choral program opened
up with a Hanukkah song, followed by
“Ragtime Holiday,” and Christmas was
not mentioned until the third piece. En-
titled “Holiday Lights.” This was an
obscure anthem, pertaining to the “lights”
of the holidays, although it is still some-
what unclear what exactly the song cel-
ebrated.

Subsequently, the final piece of the
sixth grade presentation was entitled “Ja-
maican Noel,” the one and only Christ-

mas carol performed by the sixth grad-
ers.

Maybe I’m being old-fashioned, or ig-
norant in today’s multicultural environ-
ment, but is it too much to expect a
genuine traditional Christmas song? Is it
wrong for me to expect to see the word
“Christmas” noted, maybe even just once
on the program pamphlet?

I can easily find Hanukkah and
Kwanzaa, but where’s Christmas? Lately,
it seems the true meaning of Christmas
has been lost. Why are we afraid to recog-
nize it?

It’s not about ragtime, it’s not about
lights, and it’s certainly not about Ja-
maica. Surprisingly (to some), Christmas
revolves around peace, love, and most
importantly, the birth of Jesus Christ.

Adam Lorentzen
Westfield High School

It is hard to believe, but we are coming
into another school budget approval cycle.
I recently checked Scotch Plains –
Fanwood Public School website and found
they had already posted their assump-
tions and guidelines.

Their assumptions are as follows: medi-
cal benefits increase of 17 percent; dental
premiums increase of 10 percent; salary
increases, which are estimated anticipat-
ing the conclusion of the contract nego-
tiations that will take place this month;
further staffing increases; addition of an
additional supervisor; technology fund-
ing increase of $115,000; anticipated spe-
cial education tuition for an estimated
five students.

Further: Principal and supervisor bud-
gets have been increased based on 2004-
2005 enrollments; increase natural gas
costs of 11 percent and increase electric-
ity costs of 10 percent.

We are being forewarned and prepared
for another massive tax increase come
April 2005, when the public school bud-
get is placed in front of the voters.

The above causes several comments.
With the contract negotiations that will

shortly take place, I insist that our nego-
tiators settle for a contract where our
employees contribute to their medical
benefits and dental programs — in line
with that we who work day in and day out
to pay our taxes enjoy. This would mean
they would pick up a considerable portion

of their medical benefits, and it would
result in an overall tax savings for the
homeowners.

Any salary increases should not ex-
ceed the Consumer Price Index. Many of
us in the private sector have not even
received this amount.

No further staff increases, especially
supervisors. Do more with less. This is
how my employer and many others
handled a staffing situation in tight times.

Increase spending of $115,000 on tech-
nology? Once again in times when money
is tight, our employers postpone any ad-
ditional spending on technology.

We no longer can afford to spend on
state-dictated special education by pass-
ing the costs onto the over-burdened tax-
payers. Therefore, these costs must be
absorbed in the existing budget.

The increasing of supervisor budgets is
unthinkable and goes against the recently
passed Bill S-1701. This bill limits the
rise in the school budget and was objected
to by the school board. This partially
explains the basis for their objections.

 Increase in both natural gas and elec-
tricity rates — This may come as a sur-
prise to the school board but we experi-
ence these increase as well and do not
have the luxury of going into our employ-
ers demanding more money.

We must keep the following facts in
mind: The 2004–2005 public school bud-
get is $63,519,812. This is 64 percent of
the property tax bill.

In the last five years, the yearly prop-
erty tax increases have been 6.68 percent,
9.04 percent, 9.11 percent, 5.26 percent
and 7.61 percent.

I fear that based on the above assump-
tions by the school board, we are being
prepared for a similar increase for the
2004–2005 budget year.

Members of the school board, please
consider the impact on the taxpayers.
Many of us can no longer afford any
additional increases. Those residents that
have the same view — please let your
voices be heard. Talk to your neighbors,
elected officials, school boards, news
media, etc. Let them know before we are
forced to move, curtail expenditures for
housing, utilities, food, medicines, etc.

In April, when the budget is up for
approval by the taxpayers, reject any in-
creases. It should be noted that this is my
personal observation and in no way re-
flects the views of any other individuals
or organizations.

Al Muller
Scotch Plains

Your front-page article (The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, December 9)
about the potential development of the
Cooper Road Island has stirred me to
action.

Where is the regard for the neighbor-
hood? Safety? Wildlife? Where is the
outrage as a developer tries to steal our
peaceful, country-like community?

My wife and I, along with many other
area residents, bought their homes be-
cause of the beauty and serenity of the
little patch of land known as the Cooper
Road Island. The destruction of the Island
at the hands of a developer could poten-
tially ruin both with traffic accidents,
flooding and the destruction of flora and
fauna.

Thankfully, the potential ill-advised
use of land is being fought by the ‘Save
the Island’ group led by Don Cardiff. I am
glad that he had the courage to stand up
and begin the fight to save my street,
community, and neighborhood. If not for
people like Mr. Cardiff, developers will
continue the trend of buying and building
without any regard for the consequences
on the neighborhood.

When the reasons my family chose to
move to Scotch Plains were threatened,
Mr. Cardiff had the courage to stand up
and fight. This Cooper Road resident
promises to stand up with him.

Rob Rykowski
Scotch Plains

Holiday Parking Plan Excellent Step
For Everyone to Enjoy Downtown

The Westfield Town Council, with the urging of
the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce and sup-
port of the Downtown Westfield Corporation, agreed
to institute two-hour free street parking downtown in
Westfield for shoppers from Wednesday, December
15 through to Christmas. We salute this action.

Free holiday parking was first initiated in 1993 in
downtown Westfield, and later suspended in 1997.

A businessman knows that the customer always
come first. We believe this leads to goodwill and
encourages all to enjoy downtown Westfield in a
friendly environment.

To us, it adds to the warmth of the Christmas spirit.
Free holiday parking in downtown Westfield was

addressed by The Westfield Leader in 1993 as re-
printed below.

Editorial from The Westfield Leader, November 4, 1993

Holiday Parking Plan Excellent Step
In Reviving Westfield’s Downtown Area

The Westfield Chamber of Commerce, the Main
Street Committee and the Town Council have agreed
to allow free parking all day in the town’s central
business district on Thursdays, Fridays and Satur-
days from Thanksgiving to Christmas Eve for holi-
day shoppers. We believe this is an excellent first
step in promoting what should be one of the finest
central business districts in Union County.

The emphasis in the plan, readers should realize, is
on promoting shopping and the retail business area.
This means those using the free parking spaces should
do so for only the time required to do shopping. Also,
employees in the downtown businesses should not
take free spaces all day, which can be better utilized by

those providing the wherewithal for the businesses of
their employers to remain healthy.

The relatively small loss in revenue to the town
will be more than made up for in goodwill and
increased future business, we believe.

All three groups should be commended for this
year’s plan and other plans which have been tried in
the past to attract shoppers back to Westfield.

This year’s program should be a major success
and, if so, we urge the council, in cooperation with
the business groups, to expand free parking to every
day of the week next year.

The businesses you build probably will be your
own.

Ratner’s Rantings and Ravings Are
Questioned by a Reader Once Again

Local College Student
Seeks Girl Scout Items

Many of us were lucky enough grow-
ing up to be involved in the Boy or Girl
Scouts. We have memories of all the good
times we had, and for most of us, those
memories include uniforms and badges.

I attend Dickinson College in Carlisle,
Pa., and myself and other members of
Alpha Phi Omega, a service fraternity,
have started a Girl Scout troop in a less
fortunate area of town.

We have 15 girls ranging from six to 11
in our troop. However, the girls do not
have enough money to purchase the uni-
forms and pins that we took for granted as
scouts.

We are asking anyone who has old
Brownie or Junior vests, sashes, or pins to
donate them to our troop. To make dona-
tions, please call Eileen at (908) 232-
5188. Thank you so much!

Eileen Gessner
Westfield

His return after a long absence now has
me pacing the floor in anticipation of the
next Westfield Leader. Of course, I’m
referring to the most recent ranting and
ravings from Robert Ratner. His latest
polemic on the South Side circle is quite
amusing. It does, however, demonstrate
his total ignorance of traffic engineering.

Curves have long been used to slow
traffic, something much need for the speed
demons traveling east on South Avenue.
Likewise, the curve to the left is meant to
make drivers look left into the circle at
traffic coming from the left. And it actu-
ally works, as long as the drivers aren’t

too preoccupied on their cell phones.
Having been almost creamed dozens

of times while in the circle by eastbound
South Avenue drivers, I can applaud the
changes. I’m sure that police statistics in
the future will bear out that this is a safer
arrangement.

As with his pontifications about the
election, Mr. Ratner continues to be more
concerned with his writing “skills” than
the truth. As another writer to The Leader
pointed out, Mr. Ratner would benefit
more from an open mind.

Joe Boscia
Westfield

Westfield Resident Asks Town,
‘Roll Back’ Commuter Permit Fees

The issue of rolling back the parking
permit fee charged to commuters was
raised at the November 23 Town Council
meeting.

Historically, the Town of Westfield
represented that the increased fees were
being allocated to the capital budget in
anticipation of the construction of a park-
ing deck or decks. Since the deck is not
going to be built, the town has collected
the revenue without incurring the cost.

I can support the town using the accu-
mulated fees in the capital budget to pay
for capital projects related to commuter
parking. However, to keep the permit fees
at over $700 per year in the absence of
such specific improvements is tantamount
to a tax on the commuters. If the town has
budgetary needs not related to commuter
parking, they should be assessed to all the

residents of the town.
If the council decides not to roll back

the current fee, it will be because the
“sticker shock” of the increases are in the
past and the commuters are now used to
paying in excess of $700 per year.

This would be bad fiscal and public
policy. The town council consistently rep-
resented that the reason for the increase
was to pay, in part, for the construction of
the deck and them to provide and addi-
tional revenue source so that the deck
would operate without town funding. That
position is no longer viable.

I would ask that the council demon-
strate its good faith by reducing, if not
rolling back, the current fee structure.

Keith Firestone
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Thrasonical – Boastful or bragging
2. Castanea – A genus or the common

chestnut tree
3. Excortication – Stripping off bark
4. Tourbillion – A whirlwind; a fire-

work that rises with a spiral motion

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

IMPORTUOUS
1. Of pressing value; important
2. Without a port or harbor
3. Pertaining to goods being brought

into a country
4. Seizing an opportunity; responding

correctly at the right time
MISE

1. The staging of a play, including the
setting, arrangement of actors, etc.

2. A slender dagger used in the Middle
Ages

3. Mean; nasty
4. In Old English law, an issue to be

tried
PERRY

1. Grayish blue
2. Jewelry; precious stones
3. The fermented juice of pears
4. A midieval catapult for hurling stones

SAXICOLINE
1. Hollowing out rocks, as some mol-

lusks
2. A word, phrase, idiom, etc. of En-

glish or Anglo-Saxon origin
3. A string of pearls
4. Living or growing among the rocks

The New MVC is the Best Of
Governor McGreevey’s Legacy

Of all of the things that former Governor James
McGreevey did, or tried to do, during his administra-
tion, one thing shines out as a complete success – his
revamping of the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV).

At first it looked like it was going to be another
wasteful government project. The first thing the
Governor did was change DMV to Motor Vehicle
Commission (MVC). Many of us scoffed, “a wolf in
sheep’s clothing.” But no one is laughing anymore.

At the MVC office in Springfield, where most of
our local residents go, you are now greeted at the
door, directed to a service desk, and then directed to
the person you need to speak to.

For driver’s license renewal, the six-point identifi-
cation system may seem like a pain, but it’s a pretty

sure-fire way to make sure no one is trying to get one
over on them. Once they check your identification,
you’re off to the next area, where your ID is checked
again, and your photo is taken for your new license.

The MVC has brought New Jersey into the 21st
century. Everything is done digitally now, from your
signature to your picture. And, if you don’t like it,
you can do it again! No more ugly license photos.

The staff at the MVC has obviously been educated
in customer service, and they’re applying it.

While the former governor may get credit for the
revamping of the system, the employees at the MVC,
from the executives down, deserve a whole lot of
credit for implementing the changes and keeping it
running on a day-to-day basis.

Since the Founding of Democracy,
American Citizens Have United

Citizens’ groups, such as WeCare, Unite, StopTheTrain
and now SaveCooperIsland, seem to be a sign of the
times.

The question is: Do these groups spring up as residents
feel they have little say or have little power over issues
being thrust upon them by more powerful influences? At
the same time, do they feel that local government has little
will or is not predisposed to effectively act in their behalf,
with little likelihood of a satisfactory outcome?

If so, is this too bad?

But is it really a sign of the times? Since the founding
of our country, citizens have united as a check against
government and to counter-balance powerful influ-
ences.

We think the presence of citizens’ groups indicate that
our democracy is still working as envisioned by our
country’s founders.

To be unguarded, unaware and passive will surely land
one in a foxhole dodging bullets or in a corral with a fence
too high.

Letters to
the Editor

SP Group Requests
Council Action on

Cooper Road Island
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks and
copied to The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

******
We represent a group of Scotch Plains

residents who reside near the “Cooper
Road Island” that is the subject of a vari-
ance application to allow the contract
purchaser to build a residential home on
the property. It appears to us that the
Township of Scotch Plains is rapidly
changing from the rustic, rural, suburban
community that drew us here to a commu-
nity of crowded over development.

After the township was ravaged by the
use of flag lots, we now have applications
pending on both the Cooper Road Island
and the Cushing Road Development.

We are aware of the Open Space Trust
Fund created by the township to preserve
our open spaces. We are further aware
that the township is allowed to sell bonds
to raise additional funds to purchase un-
developed land in the township.

If the township offers to purchase the
Cooper Road Island, the applicant will
have a difficult time establishing the
“negative” criteria he needs to obtain the
variance. Moreover we are advised that
the New Jersey Supreme Court stated in
Allen versus Hopewell Township Zoning
Board, 227 N.J. (1988) that a board must
consider an offer made by an adjoining
property owner when considering whether
a hardship exists for an applicant.

The court also inferred that where the
applicant has a contract to purchase the
property with a contingency of variance
approval, the fair market value is the
contract price.

We, the residents around and near the
Cooper Road Island, request that the coun-
cil take immediate action to offer to pur-
chase the property. Since the Open Space
Act is already in use and, because the
variance hearing is scheduled for January
6, 2005, the council’s immediate action is
necessary.

On Saturday, December 18 at 11 a.m.,
concerned Scotch Plains residents, which
already number over 100 and are growing
daily, will hold a rally on the township
side of the island. We hope you and your
fellow council members will attend and
support this effort by your constituents.

Don Cardiff,
Scotch Plains

Save The Cooper Road Island Group

Free Parking in Town,
It’s About Time!

As I drove through town this morning,
I couldn’t believe my eyes!  The “Enjoy
the Gift of Parking” coffee cups on town
parking meters was truly a dream come
true.

As a resident of Westfield and an em-
ployee of a national retail chain in town,
I am thrilled that we have finally gotten
on the bandwagon with complimentary
holiday parking.  The number one com-
plaint of shoppers in my store is about the
parking – “My meter is running out; I’m
in a hurry,” and, “This is why I don’t
come to Westfield (often)” are very com-
mon exchanges in my workday at the
store.

My advertising background made me
think, what a fabulous marketing idea!
The other part of me said, too bad the
town couldn’t just give the gift to us,
without having someone else pay for it.

Bobbi Bedrick Tazbin
Westfield
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