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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONFUSING SIGNS…Pictured, left, the road sign at the South Avenue traffic
circle in Westfield may be in error and cause confusion for visitors. According to
county and state highway maps, the sign should read East 610 (Union County) and
South 648 (Union County). New Jersey State Route 510 is in Morris and Essex
counties and Route 509 is shown to terminate at the Westfield traffic circle.
Pictured, right, a screw is loose. The speed limit sign on busily traveled North
Avenue in Westfield heading westward approaching the intersection with Broad
Street is hanging upside down for several weeks since the roadwork was com-
pleted on the South Avenue traffic circle.

TRAFFIC CIRCLE ROADS…From the Union County highway maps, the routes
intersecting the South Avenue traffic circle in Westfield are shown above. Not
pictured on the map is that New Jersey State Highway 28 is North Avenue east of
the circle and is South Avenue west of the circle.

21st District News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield

WESTFIELD – Legislation spon-
sored by Senator Thomas Kean,  Jr., (R-
21), that would allow local officials to
determine where to place stop or yield
signs at intersections without the per-
mission of the Commissioner of Trans-
portation was signed into law recently.
Previously, only counties could place a
stop or yield sign at an intersection
without the prior approval of the state.

“Returning control of our local
streets to our hometown officials will
help make our streets safer,” Senator
Kean said. “Local officials are more
flexible and able to react in a more
timely manner to changes in traffic
patterns or traffic volume.”

This legislation would allow munici-
palities to designate by ordinance or
resolution any intersection as a stop or
yield intersection without the approval
of the State Commissioner of Transpor-
tation. The measure would also permit a
municipality to erect stop signs within
500 feet of a school or playground. This
bill would only apply to streets that are
self-contained within a municipality.

“By eliminating two layers of red
tape at the county and state level our
home towns will be able to adapt
more quickly to unforeseen changes
in our neighborhoods,” Senator Kean

New Law Allows Towns
To Place Stop, Yield Signs

stated. “I am optimistic that this bill
will give towns the resources they
need to respond to specific problems
regarding local streets.”

The bill will also allow counties to
set speed limits, designate no parking
zones and cross walks, erect stop or
yield signs and paint median and shoul-
der lines on self-contained county roads
without the prior approval of the New
Jersey Department of Transportation.

Surrender Guns For Food
Called For in Plainfield

ELIZABETH – This weekend is
the final opportunity of the year for
county residents to turn in a hand-
gun, gun or a rifle in Plainfield. Law
enforcement officials have already
collected 23 weapons and paid out
gift certificates for food and sport-
ing equipment.

“How can we lose if guns, which
might be discharged in an accident
or stolen and used in a crime, are
turned in to be melted down and
destroyed?” asked Union County
Prosecutor Theodore Romankow.

The gun surrender program pro-
vides gift certificates, good for up to
$50 for food or sports equipment.
Guns can be turned in at the Save A
Life Today program in Plainfield at
the corner of Liberty and West Sixth
Streets. The surrender site will be
open from 1 to 4 p.m., beginning
Saturday.

“We are using money our office
received as part of a $23,000 grant to
combat gun violence, to ask citizens
to help us remove these guns from
homes and neighborhood streets,”
said Mr. Romankow.

The Prosecutor and Freeholder
Chairman Angel Estrada said the
program was rejuvenated from an
idea that took place in the county in
1992. Mr. Romankow said New York
City officials tried a similar program
several years ago and received more
than 10,000 guns.

The county’s police chiefs and
Plainfield Public Safety Director
Jiles Shipp are behind the effort.
“There comes a point in time when
people have to take a stand and help
remove guns from homes and the
streets,” said Plainfield Police Chief
Edward Santiago. The chief said
there have been a number of
shootings in the city and his officers

are hoping residents will take ad-
vantage of the program.

“I’ve assigned three veteran offic-
ers who are expert firearms techni-
cians,” said Union County Police
Chief Daniel Vaniska. “We know
there are citizens who have guns in
their house somewhere and have been
looking for a safe way to turn the
guns in without repercussions.”

“Last year,” said Mr. Romankow,
“15 of the 28 murders in the county
were committed with guns. In 2002,
10 of the 15 murders were shootings
and eight of 18 in 2001 involved
guns.

“In Union County last year, 479
persons, including 143 juveniles,
were arrested on various weapons
offenses and about one quarter of
the arrests involved handguns. The
office successfully prosecuted 176
persons on gun charges in 2003
and 157 the year before,” said
Chief  of  Detect ives Robert
Buccino.

The monies used in the program
are part of a Safe Neighborhoods
Media Outreach Grant.

Chief Santiago said even if citi-
zens cannot bring the weapon,
wrapped in a paper bag and tied with
string, his department is willing to
offer pickup of the gun and delivery
service of a gift certificate. Resi-
dents are urged to call the Plainfield
Police Division at (908) 753-3112 or
contact Captain Chris Hansen at the
county police at (908) 654-9800 to
make arrangements.

Mr. Romankow acknowledged that
the criminals are not the ones who
will turn over their weapons for a
voucher, but “by surrendering the
guns, persons will ensure the fact
that these guns will not be used in the
commission of a crime,” he said.

SURRENDER YOUR GUNS…At a press conference, Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow calls for Plainfield residents to turn in their guns for food
certificates. Pictured, left to right, are: Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada, Mr.
Romankow and Sheriff Ralph Froehlich.

Skate Guards Wanted
For Warinanco Rink
ROSELLE – The Warinanco Ice

Skating Rink in the Roselle section
of Warinanco Park is looking for skate
guards. Any person over the age of 15
with ice skating experience may aply.
The starting hourly wage is depen-
dent on experience. Training will be
provided to qualified candidates.

Weekends and some holiday hours
are required, and schedules may vary.
Early morning, days and weeknights
are also available.

For more information, or to apply
please call the Warinanco Ice Skating
Rink at (908) 298-7849, Monday to
Friday between the hours of 9 a.m.
and 6 p.m.


