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IDEAL SCORE…Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada, pictured,
second from right, and Vice Chairman Rick Proctor, right, join Freeholder Lewis
Mingo, left, and Dr. Thomas Bistocchi, Superintendent of Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools, pictured, second from left, in congratulating Sara
McArdle, pictured, third from right, and her mother Marla, pictured, third from
left, on Sara scoring a perfect 1600 on her SATs. Sara McArdle of Scotch Plains
is a senior at Union County Magnet High School. According to the Educational
Testing Service, which administers the SATs, only 939 or .0006 percent of high
school seniors who took the SATs in 2004 scored a 1600. Sara plans to study
biomedical engineering in college.

MAPLECREST
VISIT US AT
EITHER OF 
OUR TWO 
HUGE 
LOCATIONS

Maplecrest Lincoln Mercury
68 River Road
Summit, New Jersey 07901

Maplecrest Lincoln Mercury
2800 Springfield Avenue
Union, New Jersey 07088

908-964-7700
www.maplecrestauto.com

TOTAL INTERIOR PROTECTION PACKAGE:
Includes Maplecrest Special Edition Rubber Mats That Cover The Entire Rear Cargo Area.

$298*

BU
Y 

FO
R:

MONTH/
24 MONTHS

*Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer except for taxes, licensing, and registration. RCO based on 10,500 miles/yr with .20c each additional mile. This advertisement supersedes all previous advertisements.
Not responsible for typographical errors. All vehicles subject to prior sale. Ad expires 12/31/04

2005 MERCURY 
MOUNTAINEER

STOCK# 5T29
MSRP: $34,890
VIN# 5UJ05408

Exclusively

Available at

Maplecrest!

For The Team:

• 7 Passenger Seating

• Roof Top Carrier

• 7 Shoulder Belts

• Video Package
For The Mom & Dad:• Leather• Premium Sound/CD• Moon Roof• Automatic

FREE DVD

PLAYER!

RCO based on 24 months with 10,500 
miles/yr. Total payments $7,152, $700 down 
with a buyout of $20,236. Returning 
RCL/RCO $500, Cash Bonus $2,000.

THE SOCCER, LACROSSE, FIELD HOCKEY, 
FOOTBALL, HOCKEY, TRACK...MOM AND DAD

                Horace R. Corbin  for The  Times
THE FIRST “CheeBURGER”…At the pre-opening invitation of CheeBurger-
Cheeburger on December 2 adjacent to the north side train station in Westfield,
waitress Lisa Baumgartner serves what may be the first burger of the new
business to Pat Lipson, Marj Scariati, Karin Williams and Joanna Ryan.
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Breznitsky

On-Street Parking Is Free
In WF Through Christmas

WESTFIELD –Beginning this
week, the on-street meters in
downtown Westfield wil l  be
bagged starting Wednesday, De-
cember 15, until Sunday, Decem-
ber 26, for 10 days of free two-
hour meter parking, courtesy of
the Town of Westfield. Paying the
meter fees in the lots, however,
will still be required.

“We hope the provision of free
parking downtown during this holi-
day season will encourage people to
come and enjoy the fabulous shop-
ping, entertainment and festive holi-
day atmosphere in Westfield,” stated
Mayor Gregory McDermott.

In addition, free trolley service,

sponsored by the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC), will pick up pas-
sengers in the South Avenue train
station lot on Saturday, December 18,
and on Sunday, December 19, from
12 p.m. until 3 p.m.

Parking in municipal permit lots is
free every Saturday and parking any-
where in town is always free on Sun-
day.

For a more complete listing of
holiday activities in Westfield, please
contact the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (908) 789-9444,
w w w . We s t f i e l d To d a y . c o m
or the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, (908) 233-3021,
www.WestfieldChamber.com.

issue its report and recommendations
on the matter by the end of the year
while certain special interest groups
are “lobbying very hard” against a
convention, Mayor Marks, a strong
supporter of a constitutional conven-
tion, said “we are at a crossroads for
this particular issue.” He said groups
like the New Jersey Education Asso-
ciation, in opposing a convention, are
urging instead that the State Legisla-
ture address the issue. But the mayor
said that legislators and governors,
past and present, “have had their
chance and have failed miserably.”

Another ordinance was approved
that increases fees for smoke alarm
inspections necessary for the issu-
ance of certificates of occupancy. The
fee for a single-family home will in-
crease from $25 to $50; for a multiple
dwelling of four or more units, the fee
will rise from $30 to $40. The ordi-
nance also calls for a new $15 fee for
a reprint of the certificate and man-
dates that house numbers must be
“clearly visible” from the street to
make it easier for emergency person-
nel to locate an address.

The council renewed its contract
with Great Northern Recycling to
provide curbside recycling pick-up
in 2005. The township’s two-year
contract with Great Northern, which
began in 2003, included an option to
renew for a third year, and Council-
woman Nancy Malool said doing so
for 2005 would result in a cost saving
of $10,740 for the township.

At the beginning of the meeting,
the council’s last of the year, a resolu-
tion of recognition and congratula-
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S. Plains Township Property
Named Conservation Zone

tion was presented to Tom Breznitsky,
the varsity boys high school soccer
coach.

School crossing guard Elaine Speth
was also honored upon her retirement
after 40 years of service. Jason Fiore
was sworn in as the newest member
of the township Police Department.

The council’s annual reorganiza-
tion meeting will be held on Sunday,
January 2, at 1 p.m.

score of 210 on the Grade Eight Pro-
ficiency Exam (GEPA).

Betty Anne Woerner, another board
member, wondered if the “Achieve
Your Potential” program was focus-
ing enough on the students. She felt
the program might take a “shotgun”
approach in terms of addressing the
needs of the students.

“That (approach) is going to dilute
the effort over the course of the year,
I worry,” said Mrs. Woerner.

Those fears, however, were put to
ease as Dr. Heisey and his team as-
sured the board members that the
overall goals of the program would
surely reach all students in an effec-
tive manner.

Convinced of the merits of the pro-
gram, the board unanimously voted
to approve the “Achieve Your Poten-
tial” program later in the evening.

ture, and while trucks now account
for the majority of transportation,
the new freight lines would come
into heavy use.

Mr. Weiss conjured up images of
“gridlock all over the place,” as freight
trains blocked traffic for hours each
day. Such blockages, said Mr. Weiss,
would also create a public safety prob-
lem, keeping emergency vehicles from
responding as quickly as possible.

Transportation of garbage was an-
other of Weiss’ big concerns. With
the Staten Island landfill now closed,
he noted that the freight lines would
be used to transport New York’s gar-
bage across New Jersey into Penn-
sylvania.

“Once these tracks are in, forget
about it,” Weiss warned. “If these
tracks get built, interstate commerce
takes over. Then the towns can’t stop
the trains, the governor can’t stop
the trains, the president can’t stop
the trains.”

Both Westfield and Springfield
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Borough Council Honors
Former Councilman Smith

have passed resolutions that oppose
the freight lines.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said that the
council would require “probably just
a little more information” before for-
mally opposing the proposal.

Council members ended the meet-
ing by offering a few words. Coun-
cilman Joseph Higgins spoke favor-
ably of his first December on the
council.

Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell reminded everyone that
while the holidays are a family time,
“it’s not that way for everybody,”
and encouraged everyone to keep
American soldiers in their holiday
thoughts and prayers.

Mayor Mahr mentioned that pro-
ceeds from the Lions’ Club Christ-
mas tree sale and Fanwood’s lumi-
nary sale go to local charities. She
expressed “what an honor it’s been”
serving the borough in 2004, and
ended by musing, “I think we’ve all
earned our dollar a year salary.”

DECEMBER 14 BOE SPECIAL BALLOT QUESTION: “The Board of Education of the Town of Westfield
in the County of Union, New Jersey is authorized (a) to construct improvements to the track and field at Gary
Kehler Stadium, including site work; (b) to appropriate therefore $1,381,839; and (c) to issue bonds of the School
District to finance the project in the principal amount of $1,381,839. This project is not eligible for State support
under the Educational Facilities Construction and Financing Act.”

Ward 1 W1-% Ward 2 W2-% Ward 3 W3-% Ward 4 W4-% Total Total-%

Yes 416 62% 309 54% 278 44% 337 47% 1371 51%

No 258 38% 263 46% 358 56% 377 53% 1296 49%

674 572 636 714 2667

Total Voters: 2667 13% Turnout

Registered Voters: 20442  Includes Absentee Ballots: 31 Yes; 40 No

New Track and Field at Kehler Stadium
Approved by 75 Votes; Low Turnout

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A bond referendum proposed by the
Westfield Board of Education to fund
the construction of a new artificial turf
field at Kehler Stadium passed by a
narrow margin of 75 votes in a bond
referendum held this past Tuesday.

The final vote tally was 1371 for and
1298 against the new field. The bond
referendum also includes the replace-
ment of the old running track at Kehler.

The cost of the field and track work
is approximately $1.38 million dol-
lars, which will be paid off over the 10-
year life of the bond.

The average Westfield homeowner
will pay around $18 a year towards the
bond.

The cost of the field and track will
also be offset by pledges from the
Westfield Soccer Association, the
WHS Boy’s Lacrosse team, Friends of
Girls Lacrosse, the local PAL league,
and Friends of Westfield Track.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam Foley said, “We’re very pleased
that we can go forward with the
project.”

Dr. Foley said that the number of
votes against the referendum was
“about what we’d expected,” but that
he was disappointed with “the ex-
tremely low turnout” among voters
supporting the project.

The school district will now begin
the process of finding a contractor to
perform the construction approved
under the bond referendum. A time-
table currently in place calls for con-
struction to take place during the sum-
mer of 2005, with the new facilities
being ready for usage for the fall sports
season.


