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Brooks Crandall  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STANDING UP…Don Cardiff of Scotch Plains stands next to a poster last
Saturday at Cooper Road Island in the township put up by the citizens’ group he
heads organized to stop development on the property. The group has scheduled
a rally on December 18 at 11 a.m. to heighten awareness of the issue.

Fanwood Santa
Parade Notice

FANWOOD – The Annual
Fanwood Santa Parade will be
held on Saturday, December 18
starting at noon throughout the
borough.

Benjamin B. Corbin forThe Times
ONE LAST MEETING…After 63 years, the Women’s Club of Scotch Plains has dissolved. They held their last meeting at
Giovanni’s restaurant in Plainfield on December 7. At their last meeting, the Women’s Club donated $13,000 to the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad. Pictured above are Women’s Club President Trish Reynolds, Vice President Edith Czeropski,
Secretary Vera Lukacovic, Treasurer Harriet Shaner, Scotch Plains Rescue Squad member Kim Rivera and other members
of the Scotch Plains Women’s Club.
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Soccer Coach Tom Breznitsky Honored by SP-F BOE;
SPFHS Principal Presents New Learning Initiative
By MATT MARINO

Specially Written for The Times

At their meeting held last Thurs-
day, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education presented a spe-
cial resolution to Tom Breznitsky,
head soccer coach at
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High
School.

Board members
also listened to a pre-
sentation made by
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High
School (SPFHS)
Principal Dr. David
Heisey and his staff
concerning “Achiev-
ing Your Potential,”
a new program at the
high school aiming
to increase test
scores on a state-
sponsored profi-
ciency examination.

Coach Breznitsky
reached his 500th
victory this past November, an
achievement which only two other
coaches in New Jersey high school
sports history can claim.

Board member Tom Russo noted
that the vast number of sports pro-
grams within the district, combined
with the longevity of local athletics,
only magnified the coach’s achieve-
ment that much more.

“We’ve had a high school in our
district for almost 80 years…to say
that one person is the most successful
varsity coach in the history of the
school district is a tremendous
achievement,” said Mr. Russo.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol Choye lauded Coach Breznitsky

not only for his victory milestone, but
also for his great interest in helping
students overall.

In fact, noted Dr. Choye, several of
the coach’s former players have be-
come teachers.

“We have had the benefit in public
education of these fine young men
coming back to teach, either in our
system or in the surrounding sys-
tems,” said Dr. Choye.

Dr. Heisey offered his congratula-
tions to Coach Breznitsky, adding
that the success of the boys’ soccer
program goes right back to the coach.

“When you have an excellent head
coach like Mr. Breznitsky, you are
going to have success,” commented
Dr. Heisey.

Coach Breznitsky acknowledged
the fact that he has worked with many
talented players over the years. He
also agreed with Dr. Choye in that he
recognized the number of different

careers his players have gone on to,
including teachers, lawyers, business-
men and coaches. This, said the coach,
demonstrates the lessons learned in
athletics being applied to other areas
in the students’ lives.

“We are teachers, we are educa-
tors, and we…know the lessons in
athletics that are taught, are lessons
that are carried on throughout your
entire life,” stated Coach Breznitsky.

The board also heard a presenta-
tion from Dr. Heisey, which discussed
“Achieving Your Potential” (AYP).
Dr. Heisey explained that the focus of

the program is on the High School
Proficiency Assessment (HSPA), a
statewide test given to all high school
juniors. This program targets 103 jun-
iors currently attending SPFHS.

“The primary goal of ‘Achieve Your
Potential’ is to provide students with
additional opportunities to achieve
success on the High School Profi-
ciency Assessment,” commented Dr.
Heisey.

The program consists of several
components including Parent Engage-
ment, Counseling Support, Practice
HSPA Administration and Evening

Test Preparation Program. Each com-
ponent has specific objectives in ad-
dition to the overall objective of rais-
ing student test scores on the HSPA.

Board member Trip Whitehouse
expressed concern that within the
Class of 2006, one-third of the stu-
dents were considered “at-risk” in
terms of performing well on the
HSPA.

Dr. Heisey explained that the term
“at-risk” could be used in a number of
ways; in this case, it refers to students
who did not reach the benchmark

David B. Corbin for  The Times
RECEIVING CONGRATULATIONS…Raider Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky receives congratulations from a
fan after gaining his 500th career victory after the Raid-
ers’ 2-0 win over Cranford.

Cushing Road Subdivision
Hearings to Continue in 2005

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

A hearing on a major subdivision
application on Cushing Road in
Scotch Plains will be continued into
the new year in order to give the
applicant time to furnish members of
the Township Planning Board with
information about the costs of a pro-
posed storm water detention system
at the site.

Helltemp LLC is seeking board
approval to subdivide four adjoining
lots, two facing Terrill Road and two
facing Cushing Road, into seven lots.

Single-family homes are presently
situated on the four lots. Helltemp
proposes to retain the two Terrill
Road homes, raze the two homes on
Cushing Road, create a cul-de-sac
south of Cushing Road and create
five new lots around that cul-de-sac
where five homes would be built.

At the initial hearing in November,
board members complained that
Helltemp’s application was incom-
plete because of a lack of specifics
about drainage, the fact that the town-
ship fire department had not submit-
ted a report on the application, an
unclear tree retention plan and uncer-
tainty about the extent of the
developer’s plan to widen some por-
tion of Cushing Road in front of the
to-be developed lots.

The board also raised concerns
about rainwater runoff across Cushing
Road, which is a border between
Scotch Plains and Plainfield. There
are now two wetlands situated on the
Cushing Road lots that serve as natu-
ral detention basins.

At the second hearing on Monday
evening, after Helltemp representa-
tives presented a revised site plan
calling for an underground detention
system on the two properties along
Cushing Road, the discussion turned
to the question of who would be re-
sponsible for maintaining the sys-
tem.

Among the options discussed were
the creation of a homeowners asso-
ciation, composed of the five prop-
erty owners on the to-be constructed
cul-de-sac, that would jointly pay for
maintenance of the detention system;
having township public works per-
sonnel oversee its maintenance; and
making the two homeowners whose
properties would house the detention
systems responsible for its mainte-
nance.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
noted that the township “has no de-
sire” to oversee maintenance of the
system. It was also pointed out that a

homeowners association, in which
all five property owners would pay
assessments to be used to maintain
the detention system, could be trouble-
some if those homeowners whose
properties did not house the deten-
tion systems defaulted on their as-
sessment payments.

After an informal consensus was
reached that the two homeowners
whose properties would house the
detention systems should be made
responsible for its maintenance via a
deed restriction the discussion turned
to the specifics of the system itself
and the expense involved in its up-
keep.

Engineer Edward Dec described
what appeared to be a complex and
potentially costly system for filtering
storm water runoff. He said the pro-
cess was necessary to comply with
newly-issued state and federal storm
water management regulations.

Planning Board Engineer Thomas
Quinn felt there were other less-ex-
pensive systems that would meet the

standards set out in the new regula-
tions.

Board Chairman Joseph Doyle said
that the costs involved in maintaining
any detention system had to be seri-
ously reviewed since it would be the
property owners who would bear the
burden of such costs.

“We have to be sensitive to the
homeowners,” he said.

Helltemp’s attorney Robert Kraus
said any filtration system would be
costly, but was unable to provide an
estimate of the actual cost of any
proposed system.

Board Attorney Daniel Bernstein
said it was the applicant’s responsi-
bility to provide these figures during
the application hearing.

“If we are to determine who should
pay (for maintaining the detention
system),” said board member Michael
Michalisin, “we need more informa-
tion on the costs.”

It is expected that the hearing will
resume at the board’s January 24,
2005 meeting.

FW Recycling Center
Schedule Notice

FANWOOD – The Fanwood
Recycling Center will be closed
on Christmas Day, December 25
and New Years Day, January 1.
The center will be open on
Wednesdays, December 28 and
January 5.

Scotch Plains Township Property Named
Conservation Zone to Curb Development

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil introduced an ordinance on Tues-
day to re-zone a portion of township-
owned property on the island on Coo-
per Road as a “C-Conservation” zone,
thus putting it off-limits to develop-
ment of any kind.

The zone designation, which was
created four years ago, has resulted in
several township-owned properties
being redesignated. Most recently a
parcel of land on Crestwood Avenue
was re-zoned earlier this year.

The property is a triangular-shaped
piece of land, about three-fourths of
an acre in size, situated in the center

of Cooper Road between Heather
Lane and Wellington Downs. The
other half of the island is owned by
AT&T and is currently the subject of
an application by a developer who
wants to build a home there.

The public hearing on the ordi-
nance will be held at the council’s
Tuesday, January 11, meeting.

At Tuesday’s meeting, Don Cardiff,
a Wellington Downs resident who is
involved in fighting the development
application for the other half of the
island, read a statement on behalf of
neighborhood residents who would
like the township government to use
open space trust fund money or bond
funds to purchase the other half of the
Cooper Road island so that it remains
undeveloped.

Mayor Martin Marks said that,
given the pending application before

the township Zoning Board of Ad-
justment on Thursday, January 6, it
would not be proper for council mem-
bers to comment on the application or
for the township to make any type of
purchase offer for the property.

The council approved a bond ordi-
nance amending an earlier bond ordi-
nance to reflect an increase in the
expected cost of the new communi-
cations tower at the south side
firehouse.

During the public hearing on the
ordinance, Ramapo Way resident
Albert Muller questioned the council
about the reasons for the project it-
self, its costs and the impact on tax-
payers.

It was explained that the projected
cost of the tower has increased from
about $380,000 to $530,000 prima-
rily because of the $50,000 cost of a

generator that will be located at the
site and used in case of a power out-
age. The new tower will replace a 45-
year-old structure that has become
outmoded and unable to service mod-
ern communications equipment pres-
ently used by local police, firefighters
and other emergency personnel.

Mayor Marks told Mr. Muller that
there will be an initial outlay of town-
ship funds to construct the new tower,
but “in a few years, the town will be
in the black” due to anticipated rev-
enue from leasing the tower to cellu-
lar phone companies.

Councilman Frank Rossi said that
other towns that have leased similar
space to cell phone companies have
realized “tens of thousands” of dol-
lars in annual revenue.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion urging local state legislators to
support the convening of a constitu-
tional convention to reform the prop-
erty tax structure in New Jersey.

Noting that a task force is set to

Fanwood Borough Council Honors
Former Councilman Charles Smith

By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Times

When the Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil met for its last meeting of 2004 on
Tuesday night several dozen people
packed the room to witness the
council’s commemoration of
Fanwood resident Charles Smith, who
passed away in late November.

Among many things, Mr. Smith
was a councilman for three years from
1969 to 1971 and served on several
committees. He was also a veteran
and well respected throughout the
community.

The council also honored Dennis
Hercel, Jr. for attaining the rank of
Eagle Scout.

In other matters, the council dis-
cussed the Postal Service regulations,
solid waste disposal tipping fees and
a purchase request from homeowners
for borough property.

A letter will be written by the bor-
ough to decline the sale of borough
property on Beverly Avenue as sought
by a few homeowners.

A development is being proposed
in that area, which some area resi-
dents are objecting to.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis is
appealing the U.S. Postal Services
requirement that all new develop-
ments in Fanwood have centralized
mail boxes.

Council members gave their year-
end committee reports.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
noted a slight decrease in calls to
emergency services.

Councilman Stuart Kline, filling in
for Councilman Andrew Calamaras,
announced that all leaf pickup had
been completed, and that all streets
and borough lots were swept.

Councilman Jack Molenaar an-
nounced the upcoming reexamina-
tion of Fanwood’s Master Plan that
takes place every six years.

Councilman Joe Higgins noted that
“the December 5  holiday celebration
was a smashing success.”

Under old business, an ordinance
was adopted that limits principal uses
on any one lot. The ordinance does
not prevent multiple use, but necessi-
tates a use variance for multiple use.

In new business, resolutions for tax
refunds, budget transfers and two
grant applications were passed.

A contract extension was approved
for construction of Fanwood’s new
communication tower. Patrolman
Brian Bartiromo of the Fanwood Po-
lice Department appeared before the
council to assure them that “the com-
munication tower is going well.”

A contract was awarded for a 1,500-
gallon truck-mounted sewer jet. It
will cost over $156,000. The current
sewer jet of the borough has been in
service for over 15 years.

A contract was awarded to Kupper
Associates for realignment of
LaGrande Park in an amount not to
exceed $26,100.

Edison resident Stuart Weiss, Chair-
man of the Inman Railroad Commit-
tee, addressed the council members.
Mr. Weiss spoke in opposition of a
new/reactivated freight line system
that is currently being proposed. Re-
activated lines would include one that
crosses Route 22 near the Flagship in
Union. He also spoke of a proposed
Summit-Linden line.

Weiss claimed that the Port Au-
thority of New York/New Jersey plans
to increase shipping of freight con-
tainers by 75 percent in the near fu-
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