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MERRY CHRISTMAS…Members of the Westfield Knights of Columbus set up
the nativity display at the north side train station parking lot last Saturday in
celebration of Christmas.

HAPPY HOLIDAY…Approximately 60 people celebrated in the north side Westfield
train station parking lot, where the Menorah was lit on the first night of Chanukah
on Tuesday. Their dancing and singing was not dampened by the rainy evening.

MAPLECREST
VISIT US AT
EITHER OF 
OUR TWO 
HUGE 
LOCATIONS

Maplecrest Lincoln Mercury
68 River Road
Summit, New Jersey 07901

Maplecrest Lincoln Mercury
2800 Springfield Avenue
Union, New Jersey 07088

908-964-7700
www.maplecrestauto.com

TOTAL INTERIOR PROTECTION PACKAGE:
Includes Maplecrest Special Edition Rubber Mats That Cover The Entire Rear Cargo Area.

$298*

BU
Y 

FO
R:

MONTH/
24 MONTHS

*Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer except for taxes, licensing, and registration. RCO based on 10,500 miles/yr with .20c each additional mile. This advertisement supersedes all previous advertisements.
Not responsible for typographical errors. All vehicles subject to prior sale. Ad expires 12/31/04

2005 MERCURY 
MOUNTAINEER

STOCK# 5T29
MSRP: $34,890
VIN# 5UJ05408

Exclusively

Available at

Maplecrest!

For The Team:

• 7 Passenger Seating

• Roof Top Carrier

• 7 Shoulder Belts

• Video Package
For The Mom & Dad:• Leather• Premium Sound/CD• Moon Roof• Automatic

FREE DVD

PLAYER!

RCO based on 24 months with 10,500 
miles/yr. Total payments $7,152, $700 down 
with a buyout of $20,236. Returning 
RCL/RCO $500, Cash Bonus $2,000.

THE SOCCER, LACROSSE, FIELD HOCKEY, 
FOOTBALL, HOCKEY, TRACK...MOM AND DAD
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Clock
ing of non-automotive goods at gasoline
stations within the borough, and the other
will appropriate $144,0000 from the Capi-
tal Improvement Fund to resurface Mill
Lane.

The next council meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, December 21, at 8 p.m.

sion to leave an already constructed
shed in her home’s side yard, though
an ordinance requires that shed loca-
tion be in the rear yard.

Several of Ms. Riggs’ neighbors ap-
peared to say they have no problem
with the shed’s location. However, next-
door neighbor Elliot Budashewitz sub-
mitted a series of photos illustrating the
shed’s imposition upon his home, and
told the board that the shed is “probably
in the least desirable place on the prop-
erty.”

All board members voted “yes” on a
motion to deny variance to Ms. Riggs.

Jefferson and Kimberly Grahling of
571 Topping Hill Road were given vari-
ances from several land use ordinances
for their proposed addition.

Board member Frank Smith approved
by saying, “I think a real effort has been
made to comply as much as possible.”

Returning applicants Marc and Kim-
berly Benou of 564 Lawrence Avenue
were asked to come back yet again
because their revised plans were not
submitted 10 or more days prior to
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Developers Leaving Extra
Space Concerns Adj. Board

Monday’s meeting.
“It’s just a rule – we can’t bend it,”

said Chairman Wilt.
Peter Tolias of 1157 Tice Place was

given approval to construct a six-foot
high fence where only four-foot high
fences are normally allowed. Similarly,
Jonathan and Regina Walsweer of 728
Saint Marks Avenue were given ap-
proval to construct a six-foot high fence.

Jennifer Maranz of 627 Salter Place
was given approval to construct an ad-
dition that slightly exceeds side yard,
coverage and floor area ratio allow-
ances.

Richard Weinstock of 455 Grove
Street, and Ron and Karen Fuller of 421
Beechwood Place were given approval
to replace existing front porches de-
spite violating front-yard setback ordi-
nances.

Andrew Becker of 648 Willow Grove
Road and William Trinkle of 877 Tice
Place were given approval for addi-
tions that would normally violate simi-
lar ordinances.

Marlene and Carlos Perez-Santalla
of 846 Shadowlawn Drive, Daniel
Swartz of 541 Elm Street, Scott and
Mara Zilberberg of 516 Kimball Av-
enue, and Domingas Kober of 137
Greene Place all were granted variance
on side yard ordinances so additions
can go up.

An application by Miriam Kulnis of
671 Summit Avenue to place a central
air conditioning unit on the side of her
home was approved.

Matt Gaglioti of 419 Otisco Drive
was given approval for an addition that
slightly violates rear-yard setback or-
dinances.

Michael Fernandez of 12 Sandra Circle
was asked to appear at another meeting
with proper records as his initial applica-
tion was submitted over two years ago.

The next meeting of the board of
adjustment will be held on Monday,
January 10.

on its plans for parking, and to examine
the entire area.

Town Administrator James Gildea
said that the new portion of Codding
Road, on which Mr. Rickert lives, has
not been turned over to the town, but
when it does the same parking restric-
tions that exist on the first portion of
Codding Road will be extended to the
new portion.

Resident John Mancini asked how he
could write a new ordinance that would
force developers to keep port-a-johns
at the rear portion of the property, as
they are unsightly. He also said that he
is tired of paid contractors making so
much noise on the weekends and in the
evening.

Resident Sharon Stockwell ques-
tioned the council on what was being
done about the intersection of Pros-
pect Street and Dudley Avenue since
an accident with injuries occurred last
week.

Mr. Gildea explained that after the
accident last week, where an unlicensed
driver ran the stop sign, traffic officers
spent time examining the intersection.
He said that a crossing guard, who was
formerly a traffic police officer, will
now be at the intersection to help with
traffic control and to monitor the traf-
fic.

Mr. Gildea added that because traffic
calming measures are being looked at
in the area of Franklin Elementary
School, that intersection will be in-
cluded in the study area.

Betty List, the first female council-
woman in Westfield, who now chairs
the Westfield Historic Preservation
Commission (WHPC), asked the coun-
cil to continue to look at limiting the
size and scope of new construction. She
said that 2004 marks the year when
Westfield lost two of its oldest historic
homes, and that while it is not the
responsibility of the municipality to
buy these homes or change people’s
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Council OKs Prospect Street
Project Proposed by Ward

architectural tastes, they could curb over
development.

She added that the WHPC has a list
of homes it feels have historic signifi-
cance and could be designated as his-
toric. It is up to the homeowner to
designate a home. She also said that
subdivisions need to be looked at be-
fore the character of Westfield is
changed forever.

Before the start of the meeting
Mayor McDermott asked each coun-
cil member to submit four to five
goals that they would like to see ac-
complished in 2005. He said that this
will help the council control the agen-
das, rather than the agendas control-
ling the council.

The annual organizational meeting will
be held on Tuesday, January 4, at 7 p.m.

IMr.  Rusak announced that progress
reports would be sent home with stu-
dents on Thursday, December 23. “I
thank you for your support. It’s a plea-
sure to work here. Happy holidays,” he
concluded.

Board member Carmine Venes ad-
dressed the board on an item on the
agenda approving payment in the
amount of $37,798 for latent defects to
the Musial Group, an architectural firm
hired for the Beechwood School project.
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BOE Mtg. to Appear on TV;
Odor Issue, CSA Discussed

Brooks Crandall  for The Westfield Leader
STANDING UP…Don Cardiff of Scotch Plains stands next to a poster last
Saturday at Cooper Road Island in the township put up by the citizens’ group he
heads, organized to stop development on the property. The group has scheduled
a rally Saturday, December 18, at 11 a.m. to heighten awareness of the issue.

Erratum
In the December 9 edition of The Westfield

Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, the caption describing the photo of
the youth athletic league representatives
omitted the name of Lois Hely of Friends of
Girls Lacrosse. We regret the error.

WF’s Parking Woes
End Up on NJ 101.5

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Mary Walter took her nieces to the mov-
ies at the Rialto in Westfield, they had a bite
to eat and then went home. Weeks later, a
summons came in the mail for an unpaid
parking ticket from the Town of Westfield.

Ms. Walter was angry, there had been no
ticket on her windshield when she got out of
the movie, and when she parked her car along
the wall opposite Starbucks in Lot 5, she had
looked for a meter, or something telling her
where to pay, but found nothing. Then she
“got the little love letter in the mail.”

Upon examination of the summons, Ms.
Walter realized the ticket was written within
minutes of her arriving in the lot. She de-
duced that “somebody watched us get out of
the car and ticketed me with out saying
something.”

So the Monmouth Beach native took to
the airwaves during her radio show on New
Jersey 101.5 two weeks ago, and she was
flooded with calls for two hours. “Quite a
few people (who called in) did get scammed
in Westfield,” Ms. Walter told The Westfield

Leader.
She told The Leader that she has “no

problem with paying for parking” but she
has a problem with “scams.”

Attributing her ticket to a lack of signage
alerting drivers to the pay stations in lot 5,
Ms. Walter said she hopes the town will
take her $30, buy some wood and paint a
sign for the lot.

“I will never step foot in Westfield ever
again until they make signs,” she told The
Leader.

Ms. Walter also encouraged her listeners
to boycott Westfield until they made park-
ing more user friendly.

She said that she spoke with the Chamber
of Commerce and with the Parking Depart-
ment before taking to the air. While she
learned from her phone calls to town and the
calls into her show that she wasn’t the only
person to have a problem, and Westfield
wasn’t the only town people called to com-
plain about, she said the problems will
continue until the merchants speak up.

Ms. Walter’s show airs Mondays through
Thursdays from 7 to 11 p.m. on 101.5 FM.

Mr. Perrin said, “The simplest answer
to the question centers around the notion
of a latent defect being a problem en-
countered after the contract was signed.”

Negotiations with the Hartford Bond-
ing Company are ongoing, and the BOE
is seeking reimbursement for any addi-
tional work encountered as the result of
firing contractor Ciro Randazzo. Addi-
tional work deemed to be a latent defect
will be brought before Hartford and
reimbursement will be sought.

Referring to the payment made to the
Musial Group, Mr. Perrin said, “They
kept an eye on the work as it progressed
but they couldn’t see everything.”

The search for a Chief School Ad-
ministrator is still underway, with Board
President Peter Goggi stating, “We have
gone through 30 resumes according to
the adapted criteria. We have culled
that group down to seven.”

The seven finalists will be invited to a
meeting with the BOE, with Mr. Goggi
reporting, “Once we go through inter-
viewing, we will cull them down to two,
maybe three.”

He also stated that, “We are not lim-
ited as to when we can make an offer,”
referring to the fact that the candidates
are able to start immediately and cur-
rent contracts are not an issue.

“We hope to begin engaging the in-
terviews maybe this week, but prob-
ably next week,” Mr. Goggi reported.

Once the field has been narrowed
down, the BOE will send invitations to
meet the candidates to those who ex-
pressed an interest.

The Mountainside BOE will meet
next on Tuesday, January 11.


