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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Horace R. Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
READY TO ROLL...A trolley stands ready last Sunday morning in Westfield.
The Downtown Westfield Corporation rented the trolley to provide free trans-
portation for shoppers last weekend, December 11 and 12, and again this
Saturday and Sunday, December 18 and 19, departing from the South Avenue
Parking Lot, from noon to 3 p.m., making stops throughout the downtown.

Horace R. Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
THE FIRST “CheeBURGER”…At the pre-opening invitation of CheeBurger-
Cheeburger on December 2, adjacent to the north side train station in Westfield,
waitress Lisa Baumgartner serves what may be the first burgers of the new
business to Pat Lipson, Marj Scariati, Karin Williams and Joanna Ryan.
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On-Street Parking Is Free
In WF Through Christmas

WESTFIELD –Beginning this
week, the on-street meters in down-
town Westfield will be bagged. Meters
were to be bagged  yesterday, Wednes-
day, December 15, and remain cov-
ered until Sunday, December 26, for
10 days of free, two-hour parking,
courtesy of the Town of Westfield.
Paying the meter fees in the lots,
however, will still be required.

“We hope the provision of free
parking downtown during this holi-
day season will encourage people to
come and enjoy the fabulous shop-
ping, entertainment and festive holi-
day atmosphere in Westfield,” stated
Mayor Gregory McDermott.

In addition, free trolley service, spon-
sored by the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC), will pick up
passengers in the South Avenue train
station lot on Saturday, December
18, and Sunday, December 19, from
noon until 3 p.m.

Parking in municipal permit lots is
free every Saturday and parking any-
where in town is always free on Sunday.

For a more complete listing of
holiday activities in Westfield, please
contact the DWC at (908) 789-9444,
www.WestfieldToday.com or the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce, (908) 233-3021,
www.WestfieldChamber.com.
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 CLOCK...Mountainside
will be getting a town
clock on Mountain
Avenue similar to the
clock in Fanwood.

Clock to Be Installed
On Mountain Ave.
In Mountainside

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

It was unanimously decided at
Tuesday evening’s Mountainside
Borough Council meeting that a
$1,000 deposit for a street clock to
be erected in front of
Valley National Bank
on Mountain Avenue
would be sent before
the first of the year.

According to Mayor
Robert Viglianti, the
bank is donating the
land to erect the clock,
as well as $5,000 to
help finance the
$35,000 cost of the
clock itself.

The mayor showed
pictures of the clock to
those in attendance and
noted the clock looks
very similar to one in
Fanwood. He stated,
however, that
Mountainside’s clock
will have no chimes.

The mayor also
stated that this particu-
lar clock can be found in Mount
Joy Pa. (between Elizabethtown
and Lancaster).

The mayor said that he recently
visited the town and took pictures
of its clock. He passed out several
pictures, including the donation
plates on the stem and base of the
clock. The mayor noted that there
were spaces for four $2,000 dona-
tions, of which two are already
earmarked for Valley National Bank
and the mayor and members of the
governing body.

Council members decided that
the four $2,000 plates would be
housed on the lower portion of the
stem and that above that, approxi-
mately a dozen or so $1,500 plates
would be available to businesses
having close ties to the borough.

In addition, space is also avail-
able on the base of the clock, which
could be split into four $1,500 do-
nations, or designated for just one
business at $6,000. It was also stated
that $250 plates would be available
to residents wishing to donate to
the project. The mayor noted that

any additional money exceeding
the cost of the clock would be do-
nated to the borough’s rescue squad.

According to the mayor, a letter
showing details of the clock and the
donation plates will be sent to all

Mountainside resi-
dents.

In other business, the
mayor noted that be-
cause of the major in-
creases given to the li-
brary in the past two
years mandated by the
state of New Jersey, the
governing body has
decided to charge the
library for all Depart-
ment of Public Works
work that is done at the
library, and that the li-
brary must now pay for
its own insurance
policy and other bills
previously taken care
of by the municipality.

The mayor stated
that because of a for-
mula mandated by the

state, the library must be given an
increase of $60,000 in next year’s
budget. Last year, because of the
same formula, the library had a
$49,000 increase. The mayor noted
that the library did not ask for this
money and that he did not want to
see this mandated increase “passed
on to the taxpayer.”

Mayor Viglianti stated, “next year
we will see this again, as
Mountainside is building $30 mil-
lion in new homes.”

Councilman Glenn Mortimer,
who is the council representative
for the library, stated that the li-
brary was ready to pay for its $8,329
insurance bill and is creating a
“sinking fund” to pay for all main-
tenance to the library. He stated
even with these new changes, the
money given to the library far ex-
ceeds the new bills the library will
be paying for.

In other business, two second
readings of ordinances will be held
at next week’s regularly scheduled
meeting.

One will restrict signs and advertis-

                Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FREE PARKING...Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Director Allison
O’Hara, Parking Director John Morgan and Downtown Westfield Corporation
Director Sherry Cronin championed the cause of getting the Westfield Town
Council to bag parking meters through Christmas.  Starbucks generously bagged
100 meters on December 14.

Adjustment Bd. Concerned About
Developers Leaving Extra Space
By DAVID GIALANELLA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Several lively discussions took place
at Monday night’s meeting of the
Westfield Board of Adjustment. One
in particular dealt with what several
board members said was a serious new
issue in residential development.

The board raised concerns that de-
velopers are leaving unfinished space

in new homes and encouraging resi-
dents returning to the board seeking
variances to convert it into livable space,
which exceeds the allowable amount.

Susan and Paul Francis appeared
before the board requesting a vari-
ance that would allow them to finish
existing space in the attic of their
home at 224 Brightwood Avenue.

The current ordinance requires that
only 3,600 square feet of the home’s
floor space be “habitable” (or “finished”).
The Francises’ proposed renovations
would exceed that limit by 298 square
feet.

The home was built less than three
years ago, and a variance was never
granted before construction of the
new house.

However, board member William
Heinbokel alleged that many builders
are now constructing homes that leave
space for renovations, in order that
homeowners seek variances a few
years after construction. He said that
he was concerned about “encouraging
other builders” to do the same by grant-
ing the variance.

Board member Lori Duffy agreed,
saying, “I’m really concerned about
the precedent we’ll be setting.”

Board members suggested finishing
the basement, and informed them that

they could legally furnish a portion of
the attic, but Mr. and Mrs. Francis main-
tained that they would prefer to go
through with their plans as proposed
and withdrew their application.

Jonathan Littman of 825 New En-
gland Drive appeared before the board
requesting relief from several Land
Use Ordinances that do not allow for
a proposed addition. The addition
would leave only 10 feet of space
between the house and side property
line, where a distance of 15 feet is
required. Mr. Littman claimed that
two other houses on the block already
have only 10-foot side yards.

He added that he would use added
attic space for storage instead of a
new bedroom, which he believed
would “please the board.”

However, board members explained
that in previous meetings, the issue was
not the use of the space, but rather its
mass. Chairman Vincent Wilt said,
“changing the bedroom to attic storage
doesn’t change anything.”

Both Mr. Littman and board mem-
ber Mr. Heinbokel agreed that the
application process can be “frustrat-
ing.”

Lisa Riggs of 533 Birch Avenue
addressed the board, seeking permis-

DECEMBER 14 BOE SPECIAL BALLOT QUESTION: “The Board of Education of the Town of Westfield
in the County of Union, New Jersey is authorized (a) to construct improvements to the track and field at Gary
Kehler Stadium, including site work; (b) to appropriate therefore $1,381,839; and (c) to issue bonds of the School
District to finance the project in the principal amount of $1,381,839. This project is not eligible for State support
under the Educational Facilities Construction and Financing Act.”

Ward 1 W1-% Ward 2 W2-% Ward 3 W3-% Ward 4 W4-% Total Total-%

Yes 416 62% 309 54% 278 44% 337 47% 1371 51%

No 258 38% 263 46% 358 56% 377 53% 1296 49%

674 572 636 714 2667

Total Voters: 2667 13% Turnout

Registered Voters: 20442  Includes Absentee Ballots: 31 Yes; 40 No

Town Council Approves
Prospect Street Project

Proposed by James Ward
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Developer James Ward got a green
light Tuesday for his Prospect Street
age restricted luxury condominium
project when the Westfield Town
Council voted unanimously to change
the zoning in the area.

The property, which once housed
Statistical Research, was zoned as a
part of the Central Business District
(CBD), which disallowed residential
units on the first floor.

Three residents spoke in favor of
the project, with Prospect Street resi-
dent Mary Greene calling it “respon-
sible development,” and saying it was
“perfect for Prospect Street.”

Mr. Ward told The Westfield Leader
that his next step will be applying for
a demolition permit, adding he hopes
to break ground in the spring.

The council also passed an ordi-
nance that prohibits loud noises from
mechanical equipment being oper-
ated between certain hours, unless it
is an emergency.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Codding Road resident Andy
Rickert appealed to the council once
again for its help with Westfield High
School students parking on his street.
As he did several months ago, Mr.
Rickert cited rude and lewd behavior
of the students; reckless behavior, “car
surfing” (when one person stands on
the hood of the car while it’s moving)

and sexual activity.
Mr. Rickert also said that a woman

in her 30s, dressed in leather, has
been seen hiding behind construction
equipment with teenagers, and is as-
sumed to be a drug dealer.

He also said that because the houses’
mail boxes are on the curb, if cars are
parked in front of them, the post office
has the right not to deliver the mail.

He asked that either a permanent po-
lice presence be on his street or that all of
the no parking restrictions in the area be
removed so that his is not the only street
that has to deal with these problems.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said
that while he empathized with Mr.
Rickert’s concerns, the council needs
to speak with the Board of Education

BOE Mtg. to Appear
On Ch. 35; Odor Issue

And CSA Discussed
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Tuesday night meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE), held for the first time in the
Media Center at Beechwood School
was videotaped and will air on Chan-
nel 35.

Board member John Perrin announced
that LEW Corporation, an environmen-
tal testing company, explored the four
classrooms and the roof in order to deter-
mine the source of an odor plaguing the
school since last spring.

The ongoing investigation, which re-
cently led to the discovery of 58 feet of
wet insulation on the roof of Beechwood
School, prompted the BOE to hire an
environmental testing company to fur-
ther explore the source of the odor.

LEW toured the classrooms and
the roof on December 4, and accord-
ing to Business Administrator Paul
Vizzuso, “The report should be out
by December 17.”

Mr. Perrin said, “The report will be
a validation of everything the district
has done.”

Members of the BOE met yester-
day with Paul Otto, of Paul Otto Con-
struction, to discuss why the insula-
tion on the roof failed. Until a deter-
mination is made as to why it failed,
no new insulation will be installed.

An ad hoc committee to help solve
the odor issue was formed consisting
of three teachers, two BOE members

and seven parents. They have held
two meetings to date. Interim School
Administrator Walter Rusak formed
the committee “in order to get the
information out,” and bridge the in-
formation gap with the community.

Richard Worst, a parent as well as a
member of the committee, took the po-
dium to praise the BOE, stating, “It is
good to see things are moving forward.”

Richard Barre, an independent au-
ditor with Barre and Company, CPAs,
announced that the ending fund bal-
ance was $1,832,367. An excess sur-
plus of $719,700, due to the additional
money collected from the dissolution
fund, was included in that total.

Board member Pat Knodel ques-
tioned Mr. Vizzuso as to whether or
not all the districts owing
Mountainside money from the disso-
lution fund have paid. Mr. Vizzuso
reported that Springfield has not yet
made its payment but “the Spring-
field business administrator says the
money should be coming shortly.”

Mr. Vizzuso was praised by the BOE
for his service to the board for the past
two years. Mr. Perrin stated that prior
to Mr. Vizzuso taking over the position
of board administrator, approximately
26 budget items were in need of atten-
tion. According to Mr. Barre’s report,
only two line items needed attention
and they were the result of mistakes
made by the board treasurer.

New Track and Field at Kehler Stadium
Approved by 75 Votes; Low Turnout

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A bond referendum proposed by the
Westfield Board of Education to fund
the construction of a new artificial turf
field at Kehler Stadium passed by a
narrow margin of 75 votes in a vote
held this Tuesday.

The final vote tally was 1,371 for
and 1,298 against the new field. The
bond referendum also includes the
replacement of the old running track at
Kehler.

The cost of the field and track work
is approximately $1.38 million, which
will be paid off over the 10-year life of
the bond.

The average Westfield homeowner
will pay around $18 a year towards the
bond.

The cost of the field and track will

also be offset by pledges from the
Westfield Soccer Association, the
WHS Boys’ Lacrosse team, Friends of
Girls Lacrosse, the local PAL league,
and Friends of Westfield Track.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam Foley said, “We’re very pleased

that we can go forward with the
project.” He remarked that the num-
ber of votes against the referendum
was “about what we’d expected,” but
that he was disappointed with “the
extremely low turnout” among voters
supporting the project.

The school district will now begin

the process of finding a contractor to
perform the construction approved
under the bond referendum. A time-
table currently in place calls for con-
struction to take place during the sum-
mer of 2005, with the new facilities
being ready for usage for the fall sports
season.


