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POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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3 POPCORNS

Despite a rather slow start and
Johnny Depp’s sometimes too zealous
Scottish brogue, Finding Neverland
ultimately enchants.

Its protagonist, “Peter Pan” play-
wright J.M. Barrie, probably would
have approved. For once we are in their
grip, director Marc Forster and a game
cast also featuring Kate Winslet, Julie
Christie and Freddie Highmore enter-
tainingly remind that oftentimes a visit
to the Land of Make Believe is just the
tonic for what ails you.

Based on Barrie’s real-life travails,
subtly realized by Depp, we are
shepherded through the entire creative
process, from the author’s first inspira-
tional inklings to that by now interna-
tionally famous epiphany: I don’t ever
want to grow up. And like a lot of good
dramas, it has a fine irony. Some very
serious circumstances contribute to the
formulation of its rather Pollyanna phi-
losophy.

Following the death of her husband
Arthur, Sylvia Llewelyn Davies, por-
trayed with wispy elegance by Winslet,
is left to raise her four boys. While
receiving help from her aristocrat
mom, a starchy realist played by Julie
Christie, the kids are clearly in need
of a father figure. If he’s a fun loving
influence, all the better. So, in
Kensington Park one day enters stage
right, as if by providence, the famed
playwright. A symbiotic rapport
evolves.

Just coming off a flop, much to the
wry chagrin of his longtime producer
Charles Frohman (Dustin Hoffman),
of late literary genius J.M. hasn’t been
having much fun at home either. In-
volved in a childless if not completely
loveless marriage, he has thus far been
unable to make wife Mary (Radha
Mitchell) a participant in the daydream
that constitutes his life. Whereas,
whether by nature or need, Sylvia and
the boys immediately apply for honor-
ary citizenship in his fantasy world.

He begins to spend more time with
them than at home. He offers the use
of his summer cottage outside of Lon-
don. The boys begin calling him Uncle
James. Folks begin to talk. And this
certainly isn’t lost on Miss Christie’s
Grandma Emma du Maurier, perhaps
the most vocal of the relationship’s
detractors.

Nonetheless, from germination to
bloom, the idea of “Peter Pan” thrives.
Showing how supposedly factual oc-
currences find their way to the stage,
Forster weaves a whimsical tale com-
parable in method and style to director
John Madden’s Shakespeare in Love
(1998), only with a little less hyper-
bole.

As the bonds of friendship grow
between the author and his adoptive
family, the slowly building, life-affirm-
ing discoveries are shown to come from
within as opposed to the result of ex-
ternal, serendipitous forces. Thus, it
can be ventured that while the primary
purpose of Barrie’s watershed play is to
amuse audiences, it is also an artistic
echoing of a new sensitivity then being
discoursed in the nascent field of psy-
chology.

So, whether you call it reverie, flight
of imagination or castle in the sky, the
idea is that fantasy deserves a lot more

respect than it’s been getting. The play,
and in turn this film, erects a monu-
ment to it and watching the building
process is a whole lot of fun. Grandma
nudges one of the boys back into the
house with her wrist. Switch to the
stage rehearsal and it becomes Captain
Hook teasing one of the Lost Boys
with his frightening trademark.

Yet, as carefree and adventurous as
the story’s central philosophy may be,
it doesn’t preach a bury-your-head-in-
the-sand sort of blitheness. Without
giving those parts away, suffice it to
note their sad and bittersweet lessons
are every bit as instructive.

While brothers Jack (Joe Prospero),
George (Nick Roud) and Michael
(Luke Spill) all prove beneficiaries of
the lifestyle wisdom their Uncle James
is so instrumental in divining for them,
it’s Peter education that captures our
hearts most. Cynical, he’s resistant to
transformation. Perhaps it’s because
his hurt is greatest. The concurrently
developing play’s namesake, exquis-
itely acted by Freddie Highmore, it’s
no secret that he’s J.M.’s favorite.

Now here’s the problem, aside from
Depp’s curious accent and the half-
hour or so this movie takes to spool-
up. It isn’t really true. Screenwriter
David Magee’s script, based on Allan
Knee’s play, is practically as much a
pipe dream as “Peter Pan” itself. While
the Davies boys (actually, there were
five) were indeed the afflatus for Barrie’s
most successful stage play, parents
Sylvia and Arthur were very much alive
when the London hit premiered.

It gets worse. There are rumors. Un-
substantiated, but murmured in liter-
ary circles over the last century just the
same. The PG film doesn’t deal with it.
Hence, we are intellectually placed
twixt and tween. Ironically, like the
inspiration for the Lost Boys them-
selves, we are asked to have faith in a
way of thinking that, by every visible
proof available to us, is a fantastic
concoction.

Going in, it’s important to know
these things. First of all, you don’t
want to be had. Secondly, they just
might ask you this stuff on “Jeop-
ardy” someday. Otherwise, you
wouldn’t want a scholarly investiga-
tion of Barrie’s personal life and how
it related to his artistic being. That’s
the stuff of monographs. Indeed, this
may be hoity-toity Miramax, but it’s
still the movies. And if you can’t find
escape in a film about Peter Pan, then
where can you?

In short, the question of accuracy
shouldn’t be a detriment. It’s relevance
we’re really after. Whether fact, fiction
or a bit of both, the heartwarming
message is still there. And so is the
magic.

It’s about reconciling the so-called
obvious with the ideal, the duties of
adulthood with the wonderful prom-
ise of childhood. You know … seeing
the positive side of things. Take it with
a grain of fairy dust if you wish. But
how much you enjoy Finding
Neverland will depend on whether or
not you really believe.

* * * * * * *
FFFFFinding Ninding Ninding Ninding Ninding Neveveveveverlanderlanderlanderlanderland, rated PG, is a

Miramax Pictures release directed by
Marc Forster and stars Johnny Depp,
Kate Winslet and Freddie Highmore.
Running time: 106 minutes.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Dr. Theodore

Schlosberg, Founder of Executive Di-
rector of the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts, will offer a musical program
for club members and guests on Mon-
day, December 13, at 1:30 p.m. at the
Masonic Lodge, located at 1011 Cen-
tral Avenue in Westfield. The public is
welcome to attend.

The program will include Choral
Fura Luzern by Anton Wicky on the
natural horn, Mozart’s First Horn Con-
certo on the French horn and Hans
Gurz Sommer’s Spirit of the Alphorn
played on the alphorn.

In 1960, Schlosberg began his career
in the Plainfield school system and
came to the Westfield school district in
1967. He remained there for 29 years,
retiring in 1996.

Schlosberg founded the NJWA in

1972 and when he retired, he devoted
his full time to the non-profit arts
educational experience.

He has received several awards and
honors, including the Faith in Westfield
Award, the Community in Action
Award and the Emerson Thomas Award
as a Westfield Rotarian. In 2003, the
Swiss Mission invited Schlosberg to
play the alphorn at the induction of
Switzerland to the United Nations.

During the Woman’s Club pro-
gram, he will be accompanied by
organist Trent Johnson. A composer,
pianist and conductor, Johnson is the
Director of Music & Arts at the First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield. He is also a graduate of the
Peabody Institute of Johns Hopkins
University and The Julliard School in
New York City.
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD — Ah,
Christmas…’tis the season to bake cook-
ies, sing Christmas carols, shop ‘till you
drop and watch the classic movie, It’s a
Wonderful Life. Some seasonal tradi-
tions never go out of date.

The Theater Project (TTP) at the
Cranford campus of Union County
College sent its holiday greeting early
this year in the form of the radio play
version of the Jimmy Stewart, Donna
Reed classic, It’s a Wonderful Life.

Reminiscent of the radio shows of
the 40’s like “The Lone Ranger” and
“The Green Hornet,” the format of the
play was the Lux Radio Theater com-
plete with two commercial breaks for
the pitching of “the soap of movie stars.”

The lights went down and the Lux
Radio Theater’s actors came alive in
front of the fake microphones to
hold the imagination captive.

With equity actors like Gary Glor,
Rick Delaney, Tricia Burr, Angela
Dellaventura and Michael Irvin do-
nating their talents and a dozen area
actors rounding out the cast, the single
matinee performance on December
5 was a wonderful afternoon.

Angela Dellaventura as Violet
Black was especially saucy in her role
complete with sexy black sheath and
forties Hollywood blonde hair like
Joan Blondell.

In sharp contrast to the blonde

bombshell was actress Tricia Burr’s
interpretation of the sweet gal next
door, Mary Hatch. The audience felt
the chemistry between George Bailey
and Mary due to perfect casting and
the right amount of naiveté Burr
summoned to the role.

Rick Delaney, who continues to
demonstrate his versatility and talent
in a variety of roles at TTP, brought
George Bailey to life. His manner-
isms, vocal pitch and placement made
the audience hear the Jimmy
Stewartisms in his speech patterns.

Terri Sturtevant was a hoot in play-
ing the roles of Mrs. Hatch, Tilly and
Libby, giving each character distinc-
tion with voice and cadence and per-
sonality.

All of the familiar movie scenes
were there: Clarence Oddbody AS2

(angel second class) trying to earn
his wings, the dastardly Mr. Potter
causing a run on the savings and
loan bank and George Bailey and
Mary Hatch singing “and dance by
the light of the moon.”

One of the most poignant mo-
ments occurred when the menda-
cious Potter (Ken Schactman) and
philanthropic George duel about their
philosophical differences. George is
left with the notion that his family
would be better off if he were dead.

The audience sees the ripple effect
of George’s life as angel Clarence (Matt
McCarthy) tenderly admonishes,
“Each man’s life touches so many lives.”

“Commercials” broke into the ra-
dio show as a terrifically officious,
tuxedoed Gary Glor (William
Keighly, the narrator) modulated his
perfect tones and suave salesman pitch
of Lux toilette soap. The Lux girls,
Giuliani Pantone and Maya Vyas were
lovely Vanna White types in training.
Especially endearing were their vin-
tage outfits and ringlet hairdos.

The behind-the-scenes people of
this radio show were outstanding.
Lux Floor Manager Michael
Magnifico’s authentic musical inter-
ludes created nostalgic moments.
Sound Technician Lisa Alford’s spe-
cial effects were an eye opener for young-
sters. Better than most ventriloquists,
not only did Alford wail like a cop’s siren,
cry like a baby and operate the crash box,

but did it all with an unlit cigarette
dangling from her lip. With her hair in
curlers and the typical World War II scarf
wrap, she was a show by herself. (Ap-
plause sign should flash now).

The audience, from age 7 to 70
enjoyed the fast pace, great timing
and stellar direction of Liz Zazzi.

The playbill informs us that Stewart
and Reed actually did this shortened
radio broadcast version of Frank Capra’s
major motion picture classic in 1947.
Over 50 years later, the story still brings
tears and a lump to the throat.

And remember that every time you
hear a bell ring, another angel has just
gotten his wings. Like a treasured
Christmas card that one can’t bear to
throw out, this performance will long
be remembered. It really is a wonder-
ful life.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Band, conducted by Dr.
Thomas Connors and the Edison
Broadway Singers, directed by Kristine
Smith-Morasso, will join together in
the 15th Annual Holiday Concert,
sponsored by the Westfield Recreation
Department on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 15, at 7 p.m.

Dr. Connors wanted to begin his
first concert conducting the Westfield
Community Band with a collection of
thematic pieces invoking the holiday
season.

Selections include classics such as
“Sleigh Ride” and “Christmas Festi-
val,” both by Leroy Anderson, “Themes
from the Nutcracker Suite” by
Tchaikovsky and “Jingle Bell Rock” by
Frank Cofield.

A less traditional feature for the
evening will include “The Sussex
Mummer’s Christmas Carol” by Percy
Grainger.

Grainger, who immigrated to the United
States from Australia in 1914, quickly
became one of the premier concert pia-
nists in the world. Known for taking
music from his discovery of nature while
exploring in Great Britain, he began ar-
ranging a selection penned by his friend
Lucy Broadwood in 1880 and 1881.

Broadwood was influenced by hear-
ing the Tipteers during the play, “St.
George, the Turk and the Seven Cham-
pions.” At the time of his death,
Grainger’s uncompleted work was com-
pleted for band arrangement by re-
nowned composer and bandmaster, Ri-
chard Franko Goldman.

An additional highlighted number
for the evening will include “Savior of
the Nations, Come!” by J.S. Bach, from
the ancient Christian plainsong hymn
“Veni Redemptor Gentium.”

The hymnal was taken from the
German hymnal “Geistliches
Gesangbuchlein” with text by Martin
Luther. This hymn includes the tech-
nique known as the florid coloratura,
used to add an ornament to the music

with the upper woodwinds, while the
main chorale continues in the lower
instruments.

The Westfield Community Band is

joined in concert with the Edison In-
termediate School Broadway Singers.
An auditioned choral group, directed
by Smith-Morasso, the singers perform
for many organizations throughout the
region. The choir will sing a selection of
holiday themed music.

The band and choir will join forces
to conclude the concert with an audi-
ence sing-a-long to Irving Berlin’s
“White Christmas.”

The concert will be held at Edison
Intermediate School, located on
Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

The Westfield Community Band is
sponsored by the Westfield Recreation
Commission, Bruce Kaufmann, Director.

For further information, please con-
tact (908) 789-4080.

Dr. Thomas ConnorsDr. Thomas ConnorsDr. Thomas ConnorsDr. Thomas ConnorsDr. Thomas Connors
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Books can be a part of this joyful
time of the year. Here’s what’s in the
Holiday Book Nook.

The story of Jesus’
birth is told in child-
friendly language in
Martha Whitmore
Hickman’s “A Baby
Born in Bethlehem,”
published by Albert
Whitman & Co.
(1994). The book
starts with the Annun-
ciation and ends with
the visit of the Three
Kings. Realistic illus-
trations fill every page.

The Nativity is told from an angel’s
point of view in “Bright Christmas:
An Angel Remembers”
by Andrew Clements
(Clarion Books,
1996). The author uses
biblical references in
the telling of the story,
and the illustrations are
archeologically correct
for the time of Jesus’
birth.

“Shall I Knit You a
Hat? A Christmas
Yarn” by Kate Klise
teaches the timeless tale
of the generosity of the season. A
blizzard is coming and all the ani-
mals will be cold. Mother Rabbit
and Little Rabbit get
out the knitting
needles and make
hats for all of their
animal friends. You
won’t believe some
of the hats they de-
signed! The book is
published by Henry
Holt and Co.
(2004).

A seasonal variation of “City
Mouse - Country Mouse” can be
read in “Christmas in the City” by
Loretta Krupinski  (Hyperion Books
for Children, 2002). The tree Mr.
and Mrs. Mouse is living in was
selected to be displayed at Rockefeller
Center. Now they find themselves
in the heart of New York City at
Christmastime. Their explorations
take them to a manger where three
little mice enter their lives. The book
concludes with the charming lesson

that home is always where your heart
is.

No one believes Sarah when she
tells them she has seen the neighbor-

hood snowmen having
a party on Christmas
Eve. The magic of the
season is expressed in
the classic Christmas
tale, “Sarah’s Secret”
written by Robert
McConnell, and pub-
lished by Napoleon
Publishing (1991).

Although it is a clas-
sic book, children ages
4-8 are still reading and
enjoying “What is Ha-

nukkah?” by Harriet Ziefert. (Festi-
val, 1994). The “lift the flap” feature
of this book makes it interactive as

well as informative.
Several children’s pub-
lishers released Hanuk-
kah books just in time
for the holiday. Among
them is a board book
entitled “The Hanuk-
kah Puzzle Book: A
Book in Eight Parts for
Eight Days of Fun”
written by Ellen G.K.
Rubin, and published
by Pitspopany Press.

Another new Ha-
nukkah book is “Spin the Dreidel”
by Alexandra Cooper. It is a pre-
school board book published by Little

Simon. And “Ha-
nukkah Lights:
Holiday Poetry”
compiled by Lee
Bennet Hopkins
and published by
HarperCollins of-
fers Hanukkah po-
etry for the early
reader set.

Children who like
to cook as well as read will have a
wonderful time with “Christmas
Cookies: A Cookbook with Cookie
Cutters,” by Susan Devins
(Candlewick Press 2003). This spi-
ral-bound book contains cookie bak-
ing basics, as well as recipes for sugar
cookies, candy cane cookies, thumb-
print cookies and more. The book
includes a set of three plastic cookie
cutters as well.

Happy baking and Happy Holi-
days!!

COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has re-
ported that artwork from “Celebrating
Excellence,” the Union County/Merck
2004 Juried Art Show, will be dis-
played through Friday, January 7, at
the Freeholders Gallery.

The display is open to the public
from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays.

The exhibition presents selected
works from artists living or working in
Union County, who participated re-
cently in the show at the Arts Guild of
Rahway.

Local exhibiting artists include
Patricia Brentano of Westfield, Nicho-
las Impalli of Fanwood, Janice Metzger
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of Westfield and photographer Nancy
Ori of Berkeley Heights.

The gallery is located on the sixth floor
of the Union County Administration
Building, Elizabethtown Plaza at Rahway
Avenue, in downtown Elizabeth.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) President
Naomi Yablonsky recently noted that
Fran Harrison of Summit, a native of
England, was responsible for costume
design during the October production
of The Little Foxes.

CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD – The Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC) presents its annual
December staging of children’s theatre
this weekend with A Winnie the Pooh
Christmas Carol.

The performances are scheduled for
Friday, December 10, at 7:30 p.m.,
Saturday, December 11, at 1:30, 4:30
and 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, December
12, at 1:30 and 4:30 p.m.

The show offers a twist on the
Dickens’ classic with the Pooh charac-
ters acting out the parts of Scrooge,
Tiny Tim, Bob Cratchit and the rest of
the cast.

The show was originally produced at
the Forum Theatre in Metuchen, with
the book by Paul Whelihan and music
and lyrics by Paul Farinella. Mr.
Farinella serves as musical director for
the production.

Liz Howard, the show’s producer,
indicated that the cast has especially
enjoyed having the composer of the
work deeply involved in the rehearsal
process, as it has provided additional
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insight into how to best relate the songs
to the audience.

Sandi Pells and Mike Marcus direct
the production. The role of Pooh is
handled by Bill Chamis and Jake
Forrestal portrays Christopher Robin.

CDC veterans John Duryee, Kevin
Kessler, Madge Wittel, Alan
Gershenson, Marc Ricci and Debby
Bassin will round out the cast of Pooh’s
pals.

All tickets, which are general admis-
sion only, are $8 for all ages and can be
reserved by calling (908) 276-7611 or
by visiting www.cdctheatre.org. Tick-
ets are also available at the door.

The theater is located at 78 Winans
Avenue in Cranford.
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Kalellis’ Reprint
What stands out in “One More

Spring” is the therapeutic affect
that it has on young and old read-
ers.

“It was therapy for me, writing what
I saw,” said Kalellis. “Richard Quin, a
young man in our area who read the
story came up with a dynamic screen-
play. He said ‘One More Spring’ should
be made into a movie. That would be
another miracle in my life, I told him,
and offered to pay him for his talented
work.”

Richard said, “Dr. Kalellis, I don’t
want any money. Your book was my
therapy.”

Some of  the endorsements
printed on the back of “One More
Spring” come from the late direc-
tor, author and producer Elia Kazan,
psychologist Thomas Adams, Asso-
ciate Producer of Schindler’s List
Irving Glovin, I decided to read the
book.

Kalellis writes with power, compas-
sion and profundity. The story is a
triumph of the will to live in spite of the
adversities of life.
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ELIZELIZELIZELIZELIZABETH ABETH ABETH ABETH ABETH – The Ritz The-
atre, located at 1100 East Jersey
Street in Elizabeth, will present its
fourth annual free holiday musi-
cal, Babes in Toyland, on Saturday,
December 18, at 7 p.m.

Staged by the American Family
Theatre Group, special effects,
lighting and Surround Sound will
be featured.

In addition to the performance,
carolers will serenade the audience
with Christmas classics and children
will meet Santa Claus and Rudolf
the Reindeer. Youngsters will also
receive special goodie bags with toys.

Individual, school and group
tickets are available. To reserve tick-
ets, please call (908) 245-6767.
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