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Raiders Achieve Milestone
In Successful Soccer Season

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

TOURNAMENT CHAMPS…The undefeated Westfield U-11 Juventus soccer
boys swept the Montgomery Tournament. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Joe McDonald, Victor Perez-Santalla, Eric Fennik, John DeDea, Max Tabak and
Greg Flood; standing, Ross Workman, Sam Rosenburgh, Max Marchiano, Brian
Vanderschaff, William Geohegan, Andrew Felix, Dean Schapow, Ned Allen and
Spencer Kerkhof. Missing are: Charlie Scott, Kurt Kowalski and Valentin Allard

Union County Rugby Recruiting
For H. S. Girls and Boys Teams
UNION COUNTY – The Union

County Rugby Football Club is recruit-
ing players for both their boys high
school teams and newly formed girl’s
team.

The boys team, comprised of 30 play-
ers from Union and Middlesex Coun-
ties, enters its second year after going
undefeated last year and winning the
New York Met Union II Division. The
high school season will begin in March
and will run until June.

Union rugby will also form an under
15 team to facilitate the huge interest of
younger players. Rounding out the of-
fering, girl’s rugby will now become
part of the Union County Rugby Club.
Chris Clark, Lex MacCubbin and Simon
Hooks will coach the teams.

Rugby in the United States has seen
its popularity and exposure boom in the
last several years. Starting at age 13,

rugby is played as an impact sport. The
contact, while vigorous, is much less
dangerous than in American football.
Dangerous and unsportsmanlike play
is not allowed by the rules, nor is it
tolerated by coaches and referees.

Over 20 girls from ALJ High School
in Clark and Westfield High School
have signed up to play. Registration is
$50. Sign-up for all teams starts now,
for the Spring season. An informational
meeting for all interested players will
be held in January.

All home games are played at Unami
Field in Cranford. The Union Rugby
Club also runs a men’s team and a youth
flag rugby program. For more informa-
tion about the various clubs activities,
please call Director of Recruitment
Chris Clark at (201) 213-1952, email at
rugby0366@yahoo.com or visit
www.mudturtlerugby.com.

School Field in Cranford when the
Raiders defeated the Cougars, 2-0, to
give Breznitsky his 500th career win.
Senior Tri-Captain Greg Leischner
made that fete possible by netting the
game’s first goal and by assisting se-
nior Chris Huether on the second goal.

“That was something special,” com-
mented Breznitsky. “It’s a little bit
longevity. We have had some tremen-
dous players and I work with some
quality people like Joe Martarulo who
has been my assistant for 10 years and
John Turnbull who has been my JV
coach. We are all on the same page.”

In his 30 years as Raider head coach,
Breznitsky has amassed a 509-112-
38 record, 10 UCT titles, 12 Group 3
Sectional titles and seven State Group
3 titles in 11 appearances.

“One of my strengths, I believe, is
the ability to recognize young kids
and have the confidence in young
kids. I guess I am talking about fresh-
men more so and some sophomores
who are able to contribute at the var-
sity level so that every year we are not
grooming an entirely new crop,” said
Breznitsky. “People ask me ‘are you
looking to retire yet?’ The comment
that I made was, ‘not with this incom-
ing freshman class.’ We had five fresh-
men on the varsity. And without those
five freshmen our JV team still man-
aged to become co-champions in the
JV (Union County) tournament.”

Of the many fine individuals this
season, senior defender Terrence
Charles (All-UC First Team*) was
named First Team All-State, All-
Groups and one of the top-five play-
ers by the New Jersey Soccer Coaches
Association (NJSCA).

“Terrence developed into one of
the best defenders in the state. Being
in the top five is the highest honor you
can achieve,” stated Breznitsky.

Midfielder Billy Albizati (All-UC
First Team*) was named NJSCA
Third Team All State, All Groups.
Leischner (All-UC First Team*) was
named NJSCA First Team All-Cen-
tral, All-State. Forward Sean Young
(All-UC First Team*) was named
NJSCA Second Team All-Central,
All-State and sophomore goalie Bryan
Meredith (All-UC First Team*), who
recorded 16 shutouts this season to
bring his total to 31, was named as
one of the Top 5 goalies in the state.

“At the pace and rate that Bryan is
going now, the sky is the limit. He’s
had 31 shutouts in two years. He
plays with the poise of a senior and
has the size and strength of a senior,”
Breznitsky pointed out.

The Raiders outscored their oppo-
nents, 64-14, and Young led the team
with 19 goals and three assists. Se-
nior Sean McNelis (All-UC Second
Team*) netted 14 goals and three
assists and senior midfielder Casey
Hoynes-O’Connor (All-UC Second
Team*) had six goals and six assists.

“Sean Young was the most pleasant
surprise, the most improved player
without a doubt. He single-handedly
won several games for us. A late charge
by Sean McNelis was directly respon-
sible for the goal that won the county
tournament, for one of the goals that
won the sectional and the goal that
won the state semifinal. It was a great
career for Sean,” said Breznitsky.

Meredith, Young and Jeff Bell, next
year’s tri-captains, will lead the Raid-
ers to what should be a very promis-
ing season.

* Coaches poll.
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Wonderful eight room Colonial features four bedrooms and two and one-half 

baths, family room off the newer eat-in kitchen, as well as a finished basement 

playroom. All rooms are spacious, hardwood floors, gas heat/central air. 

A great value at $635,00 

Rahway
Just Listed! Located in most desired 

Milton Lake Section, beautiful seven 

room Cape Cod features four 

bedrooms and one and one-half 

baths. Wonderful finished basement

              playroom with fireplace. 

        A must see at $369,900

Rahway Bridgewater
"Beer and Coleman" design, custom 

built by local builder, exquisite 

twelve room Colonial features six 

bedrooms and five and one-half 

baths. Beautiful l.24 acre property.

 Presented at $1,950,000

Bridgewater

Westfield
Home for the Holidays! 

SP-F JV Soccer Boys Share
UC JV Title with Westfield

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood JV
Boys soccer team played the unde-
feated Westfield Blue Devil JV squad
to a 0-0 tie in the Union County
Tournament final on November 6 to
capture a share of the championship.
The Raiders played superb defensive
game against the powerful regular
season champs, with junior goalie
and Co-Captain Matt Canfield com-
ing up with several key saves. Fresh-
men Tyler Stanek and Evan Aspell
were exceptional in the defensive
back, coupled with the steady play of
sophomore Matt Flood.

Freshmen Tim Leischner and Eddie
Kahn in the center, coupled with Tim
and Jeff Stuart manning the right and
left outsides respectively anchored
the midfield. Juniors Justin Hensal,
Jeff Annese and Charlie Field pro-
vided front line offensive support.

SP-F’s road to the final began with
a 2-1 overtime win over Plainfield,
followed by a scoreless double over-
time sudden death PK victory against
Union Catholic. The Raiders then
faced Elizabeth who had beaten them
2-0 during the regular season, but

prevailed in the semifinals 1-0.
Westfield’s regular season included
twin 2-0 victories over the Raiders.

The JV squad included several tal-
ented freshmen with Tommy Hercel,
Adam Brous and newcomer Justin
Peer supporting the midfield, Dan
Ciabattari, Mike Cornacchia and Sean
McGowan at forward, Taylor
Molinaro in the back and Brandon
Reddington plus Joe Tufaro as goal-
keepers. The sophomore contingent
consisted of Joe Bianco and Mike
Sherman, with Kyle Rowbotham as
the stalwart in the back. Junior goalie
and Co-Captain Marc Stiffler, who
came off the bench to score one of the
overtime PK’s in the Union Catholic
thriller, rounded out the squad.

Longtime Raider JV coach John
Turnbull led the team to a fine 13-7-3
overall record, and won his third county
title in the past seven years. In a sign of
graciousness and good sportsmanship,
Coach Turnbull recognized the out-
standing regular season accomplish-
ment of the Westfield team and agreed
to allow the trophy to remain with the
Blue Devils until next year.

FIRST IN FLIGHT…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood U-12 Travel Team recently
finished first in Flight 4 of the Mid-New Jersey Youth Soccer Association with a 7-2-
1 record. Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row; Michael Reisenberg, Alex Prelusky,
Sean Reilly, James Leitner, Matt D’Apuzzo, Anthony Bianco and Adam Redfield; top
row, Coach Carmine Bianco, Aken Pierre, Yale Gordon, David Pinkowski, Assistant
Coach Ron Redfield, Sebastian Valdes, Adam P. Monzella and Zach Rauch.

UC Soccer Coaches
All-UC Boys Soccer:
The following local high school

boys – Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF),
Westfield (W), Union Catholic (UC)
– have received All Union County
recognition by the Union County
Coaches Association.

ALL UNION COUNTY FIRST TEAM:
Bryan Meredith (SPF) and Jeff Greenlaw
(W) – goalie
Terrence Charles (SPF), Greg Leischner
(SPF) and Brian Osbahr (UC) – defender
Billy Albizati (SPF) and Matt Cunha (UC)
– midfielder
Mike Seamon (UC) and Sean Young
(SPF) – forward
ALL UNION COUNTY SECOND TEAM:
Chris Varga (UC) – goalie
Jeff Bell (SPF) – defender
Casey Hoynes-O’Connor (SPF) –
midfielder
Sean McNelis (SPF) – forward

HONORABLE MENTION:
Matt Fleissner and Joe Jacobi (SPF),
Michael Bento, Danny Rasoico and
Dave Corczica (UC); Tom Taylor, Jeff
Thomashow and Kyle Fleming (W)

TREE TIPS:
Stradivarius, The Genius Violin Builder

By: Martin Schmiede, President
Schmiede Tree Expert Company

      Antonio Stradivarius, a violin

builder from Italy, born in 1644

has built many violins which have

become the most valuable violins

that were ever produced.  His

teacher, Nicolo Amati, had built

violins with a higher mid section,

which produced a sweet, pleasant

clear sound which was sufficient

to be played in houses and me-

dium dance halls.  Antonio

Stradivarius changed the construc-

tion of his violins to a more flat

form.  The innovative changes in

the construction had given Anto-

nio Stradivarius the brilliance,

sweetness and projection he was

hoping for to be played in the big

concert halls and open air perfor-

mances in the world.  Stradivarius

built 1,100 violins in his lifetime.

700 are still in existence.  The most

famous violins built by him are the

Bess and the Messiah, worth a few

million dollars each.  After his

death in 1737 no one could come

close to his style and perfection.

The Hungarian Scientist Joseph

Nagyvary has tried to imitate the

construction and tone by using

analytical methods to create in-

struments of the same quality, but

could not come up with it.  The

type of shellac, that Antonio
PAID BULLETIN BOARD

SCHMIEDE TREE
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908-233-TREE

Stradivarius used and the fact that

a cold spell in Italy between the

14th and 16th century produced

tighter year rings in the wood that

was used to build the violins

seemed to be in Stradivarius’s fa-

vor to build such outstanding in-

struments.

     The shellac was mostly Pine

resin, cooked under a high tem-

perature, mixed with Turpentine

and fine ground glass added to it.

The pulverized glass apparently

added to the brilliance of the tone.

Finally, linseed oil was added to

keep the shellac from cracking.

     It appears that the Stradivarius

violins have a very strong sound

emission in a certain high fre-

quency range between 2000 and

4000 herz.  This is the range

where human hearing is the most

sensitive.  The larger the room,

the more audible these frequen-

cies become.

     The glue was made out of

horse hooves.  The violin is made

out of 50 interworking parts.  The

wood that was used to build the

violins  was mostly over 100

years old.  Wood from Maple

trees was usually used for the

back plate, ribs, bridge and neck,

while the top plate and sides were

made out of Pine or Spruce.  The

tuning pegs were made out of

Ebony wood, Rose-wood or Box-

wood.  The 4 strings were made

from sheep-gut twisted into uni-

form strings.  The bow was strung

with horse hair, preferable from

white horses.  Well seasoned wood

was also used from old castles and

cathedrals.

     When a violin is considered to

be a masterpiece, it has been pro-

ducing its most beautiful sounds

by such virtuosos as Paganini,

Isaac Stern, Yehudi Menuhin,

Andre Rieu and other concert vir-

tuosos.  Next to the human voice

the violin always had the ability

to portray feelings ranging from

despair to utter sadness to elation

and blissful happiness.

   The world has been privileged

by such a gifted craftsman and art-

ist.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOCCER CREAM OF THE CROP…Raider Terrence Charles, No. 10, was
named First Team All-State, All-Groups and one of the top-five players by the
New Jersey Soccer Coaches Association.

Antique lover’s dream.  Gracious and elegant best describe this professionally decorated Center Hall Colonial.
5BRs/3.1 Baths, 25’ LR warmed by a woodburning fireplace and accented by French doors to a sun-
drenched Family Room.  Banquet sized Dining Room.  New custom Heritage Kitchen with Sub Zero
refrigerator.  Limestone counters, and brick-enclosed Elmira stove.  Cozy Den with built-ins.  Exquisite
appointments throughout and a Golf Course view.  A MUST SEE!  $999,900

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2003
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award

Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002, 2003

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi
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