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CHARLES GETS 1ST TEAM ALL STATE ALL-GROUPS

Raiders Achieve Milestone
In Successful Soccer Season

BALESTRIERE, HAMBLETON; COACHES’ UC 1ST TEAM

Lady Soccer Raiders Played
Strong, Finished Very Strong

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three games into the season, a
doubting Thomas would have written
off the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team as a poten-
tial contender for the Union County
Tournament (UCT) or the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 titles. By
season’s end, however, the situation
was much different as the Raiders
won both titles, in addition to their
19th Watchung Conference title,
played in their 11th Group 3 champi-
onship game and finished with a 23-
4 record.

The Raiders’ seemingly shaky start
began with a 1-0, overtime loss to the
No. 1 ranked Delbarton Green Wave
in their season opener on September
10. After losing to Linden, 1-0, the
Raiders slumped to 1-2 and a season
of mediocrity may have been on the
minds of many.

Afterwards, six straight victories
before a 1-0 loss to top-10 ranked
Kearny on October 4 boosted the
Raiders’ record to 7-3. The Raiders
then rolled with 16 straight victories,
including a 1-0 win over Union for
the UCT crown, a 4-1 crushing of
Middletown South for the sectional

title and a 1-0 topping of Ramapo
before being stopped by Wall for the
New Jersey Group 3 crown.

“Every year we get doubted,” said
Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky.
“We lose quality players. We have a
20-game winning season. We win a
county or section championship and
everybody thinks the following year
we are not going to do it again. I think
consistently for the past 17 years, we
have proved them wrong.”

Within that winning span, the most
memorable victory came on October
20 at Walnut Avenue Elementary

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

All expectations may not have been
met; however, this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team expected to have a good
season and got one. The lady Raiders,
who burst onto the state top-20 charts
several times this year, finished 17-3-
2 and were ranked 12th just after the
sectional finals this season and have
no intention of faltering in the years
to come.

The Raider girls received the top
seed for the Union County Tourna-
ment but did not meet their expecta-
tions when they were stunned, 2-1, by
ninth-seeded Rahway in the
quarterfinals.

“It was just a game where Rahway
had the luck on their side. They put
some in and we didn’t. They had three
shots on goal and made two and we
had about 15 and made one. That
happens in soccer but the kids over-

came it. That really pushed them,”
said Raider Head Coach Kevin Ewing.

Push they did when they swatted
the Holmdel Hornets, 5-0, in the
quarterfinals of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 Tournament in Scotch
Plains on November 4, then jolted
No. 8 Mendham after a 3-1 shootout
in Mendham on November 8 before
being stopped, 3-1, by top-seeded
Ridge in the finals on November 11.

“Holmdel was a pretty tough team
and our kids came out and just buried
them. Mendham was an excellent
team and played tough. They had
some really good skilled players up
front and we shut them down and won
in the shootout. Lauren Mains (sopho-
more goalie) did a really good job and
so did all the other kids. Ridge, it was
a story of two halves. They had a little
mystique around them and our kids
were kind of sitting around watching
them but we came ready to play in the
second half,” said Ewing who added,

“Holmdel was a stepping stone. Our
kids just had enough and said they
were going to the sectional finals.”

Senior forwards Jenna Balestriere
(First Team All-UC*) and Jessie
Sapienza (Third Team All-UC*) were,
“probably two of the fastest kids in
the county. They were physically
strong and good at holding the ball up

PERRELLA RANKED NO.3 WHS ALL-TIME AT MOC

X-C Blue Devil Boys Saved
Best Performance Till Last

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On the horizon a different wave of
blue became visible last year when
the Westfield High School boys cross-
country team began to emerge as a
viable contender in Union County.
This year an even stronger Blue Devil
pack had the perennial county cham-
pion Cranford Cougars looking over
their backs until the final meet of the
season, the Meet of Champions, where
the Cougars had to peer forward to

spot the Devil wave of Blue.
Led by junior Jeff Perrella and se-

nior Rob Broadbent, the Blue Devils,
who were beaten in their dual meet,
became a formidable force and nipped
at the Cougars’ heels in the Watchung
Conference (WC) meet and the Union
County (UC) meet to place second in
both but crept closer each time.
Cranford had a total of 22 to
Westfield’s 37 in the WC meet and
edged Westfield 34-43 in the UC meet.

In both races Cougar Joe McKinney

and Perrella finished 1-2 in very close
races. Perrella finished the UC race
with a personal best (PB) time of
16:03 on the course at Warinanco
Park in Roselle. Broadbent ran a PB
16:34 and senior Mike Gorski (16:52)
and junior Kris Kagan (16:59) fin-
ished ninth and 10th, respectively.

The Blue Devils went on to capture
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
title at Warinanco Park in Roselle. At
that time, the No. 16 Blue Devil boys

MYER, BORKOWSKY, BAEZ IGNITED BLUE DEVILS

Blue Devil V’Ballers Serve
Up Successful, 16-6, Season

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As in past years, this year was no
different as the Westfield High School
girls’ volleyball team stood out above
the rest and played at a superior level
with composure, enthusiasm and poise.

Since 1995 when Bev Torok took
over as Head coach, the Blue Devils
have continued the tradition of captur-
ing the Watchung Conference title. They
made it to the semifinals of the Union
County tournament where they were
stopped by Rahway, played in the
quarterfinals of the NJSIAA State tour-
nament and finished with a 16-6 record.

“Entering into our second rebuilding
year, I was unsure how we were going
to do this year,” stated Torok. “I had a
transfer from Puerto Rico, a transfer
from Union Catholic (Erin Roudebush)
who had to sit out 30 days, so that kind
of gave us two seasons.”

Perhaps the Blue Devils most satis-
fying and finest hour and a half came
when they faced Union in the county
tournament. “It was a three-game
match that was very, very close. It
was very loud, a really exciting back-
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A MASSIVE WAVE OF BLUE ON THE HORIZON…The Westfield boys cross-country team saved its best performance
till last when the team finished eighth at the Meet of Champions in Holmdel Park.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTRIBUTING TO A STELLAR SEASON…Senior Tri-Captain Casey Hoynes-O’Connor, No. 8, was one of many who
contributed to the Raiders’ stellar season, which included another North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 title and Head Coach
Tom Breznitsky’s 500th career victory on October 20 against Cranford.


