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We May Not Always Feel
Like Doing What God Asks

First Baptist Slates
Advent Luncheon

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield has announced
that an Advent Luncheon, sponsored
by the Christian Education Commit-
tee, will take place at noon on Sun-
day, December 12, at the church.

Soup and beverages will be pro-
vided. Diners are asked to bring fin-
ger sandwiches, salads or desserts to
share with others. The children will
entertain with Christmas songs and
there will be crafts to make and take
home.

The worship service will begin with
gathering songs by the youth choir at
10:20 a.m. and an organ prelude at
10:30 a.m. The church is located at
170 Elm Street. For information,
please call (908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Christmas Story to Feature
Minister’s Artistic Rendition

Jewish Women Slate
Hanukkah Celebration

COUNTY – The National Coun-
cil of Jewish Women (NCJW), Union
County Section, will welcome mem-
bers, friends and guests of the com-
munity to its Hanukkah Party on
Monday, December 13, at 6:30 p.m.

The celebration will take place at
the home of Section Co-President
Gloria Brown in Elizabeth. A light
dinner of homemade latkes and other
food will be served.

The cost is $12 per person. Fol-
lowing the event, donations of per-
sonal care items, toiletries and big
wooden puzzles will be made to
Children’s Specialized Hospital of
Mountainside’s in-patient and out-
patient centers. To respond, please
call Ms. Brown at (908) 352-1207.

Inspired by Jewish values, the
NCJW is a volunteer organization
that takes a progressive stance on
issues such as child welfare, women’s
rights and reproductive freedom
through advocacy, education and
community service programs initi-
ated by its network of 90,000 volun-
teers, supporters and members na-
tionwide.

Presbyterian Church Sets
Candlelight Carol Service

Rosary Altar Society
Sets Christmas Party
WESTFIELD – A Christmas party

for the Holy Rosary Altar Society of
Holy Trinity and St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic churches will take place on
Thursday, December 16, at noon.

It will be held at the Parish Center
of St. Helen’s Church, located on
Lambertsmill Road in Westfield.

The event will include Christmas
carols and stories. Participants are
asked to bring a brown bag lunch, and
refreshments will be provided. Ev-
eryone is welcome.

Sisterhood Reveals
Mah Jongg Event

CRANFORD – The Sisterhood of
Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim will
sponsor its first annual Doris
Bloomfield Mah Jongg tournament
on Sunday, April 3, 2005 from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.

The tournament will take place at
the synagogue, located at 338 Walnut
Avenue in Cranford. Breakfast and
lunch will be served. The cost is $36
per person.

Anyone interested in attending or
who needs additional information
may call Sally Wovsaniker at (973)
923-6649.

Willow Grove Church Lists
Date For Holiday Luncheon

By MSGR. WILLIAM C. HARMS

Many young people, and some not
so young, base their activities en-
tirely on what they feel like doing, or
would prefer not to do in particular
circumstances. Some just do not want
to make an effort. Others are con-
vinced that if they do not feel like
doing something it is often better not
to do it at all.

They think that they are being un-
true to themselves if they do some-
thing simply because they are forced
to do it. They think that is just pre-
tending, especially in relation to God:
“I do not see why I should smile at
somebody, pray, or go to religious
service, if I do not feel like it.”

This attitude arises from a misun-
derstanding of the meaning of free-
dom. Respecting children’s freedom
does not always mean allowing them
to do whatever they want to do.

The freedom that God offers is not
the freedom to do anything that comes
into one’s head. What God offers is
the freedom to love authentically,
ourselves, others and God, regardless
of how we feel.

I don’t feel like getting up and I
don’t feel like going to bed.

I don’t feel like going to work or I
don’t feel like going to college.

I don’t feel like doing the house-
work and I don’t feel like doing the
ironing.

I don’t feel like doing my homework.
I don’t feel like going to see this

person, or shaking hands with him, or
even smiling at her.

I don’t feel like giving the help I’ve
been asked for, I don’t want to com-
mit myself, and I don’t feel like going
to that meeting.

I don’t feel like struggling against
time, pausing, reflecting, meditating
on the word, and I don’t feel like
praying.

Why? Why do we need to make an
effort, to live each day as you want us
to live it, Lord?

It’s not easy.
It’s not much fun.
So often, what I feel like doing is

just what I shouldn’t do.
Yes, I know, Lord, I should make

an effort, even when I don’t feel a bit
like it.

We are all called in varied roles to
try. I am called to try as a parent,
student, banker, baker, scientist, as-
sembly line worker, broker, physician,
attorney, son, daughter, and so forth.

If we do not work at what we are
called to do, little would be accom-
plished. We would not have the many
elements that make our lives safe,
comfortable, and enjoyable.

Yes, it is hard to be a human being,
and it is hard to be a loving person.
The Lord Jesus may not have felt like
giving His life for all humanity, but
He responded to the Father’s wish.
Jesus loved us and gave His life for
His brothers and sisters.

I suggest one start asking, what
does God want of me, instead of how
I feel about this or that.

* * * * * * *
Monsignor Harms serves as Pas-

tor of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church, located at 1600 Rahway Av-
enue in Westfield.

WESTFIELD — The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield, located at
the corner of Mountain Avenue and
East Broad Street, will present its
annual Candlelight Carol Service this
Sunday, December 12, at 7:30 p.m.

A candlelight processional, with
the Chancel Choir chanting the
plainsong “Of The Father’s Love
Begotten,” will open the service.
The Chancel Choir, accompanied
by the Chancel Handbell Choir, will
present “Messe de Minuit pour
Noel”  by Marc-Antoine
Charpentier.

Other selections that evening will
include “Now Glad of Heart Be
Everyone” by Michael Praetorius;
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” by
David Willcocks; “What Is This

Lovely Fragrance?” by Healty Willan,
and “Magnificat” and “Nunc
Dimittis” by Ralph Vaughn Williams.

The Chancel Handbell Choir also
will perform “A Christmas Suite for
Handbells” by Arnold Sherman, and
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” ar-
ranged by Betty Garre. Traditional
carols, with congregational partici-
pation, will be interspersed through-
out the evening.

Soloists for the service will in-
clude Lisa Lazarides, Wendy
Walden, Tom Booth and Ralph
Brown. William Clisham is the
Musical Director and Organist.

The public is invited to the con-
cert service in the candlelit Sanctu-
ary of the church. An offering will
be received.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church, located
at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains,
will hold its Holiday Luncheon/Pro-
gram on Tuesday, December 14, at
noon in the church’s Ryno Hall.

Co-sponsored by the 12 O’Clock
Club (for senior citizens) and the
church’s Women’s Association, this
program will be open to the public .
The cost to attend is $4.

The 4+ Class of the Willow Grove
Pre-School will present its Christmas
Pageant. Organist Marilyn Thorne
will then play Christmas music and
lead all in singing holiday carols.

Individuals also are invited to attend
the free Stretches for Health exercise
program held every Tuesday from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at Willow Grove.

Anyone interested in attending the
holiday luncheon and program is
asked to make a reservation by Sun-
day, December 12. To make a reser-
vation or if transportation is needed,
please call Barbara Couphos at (908)
322-7892.

For more information about
Willow Grove, please call the
church office at (908) 232-5678, e-
mail wilgrv@netzero.com or visit
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.

WESTFIELD – The United Meth-
odist Women of the First United Meth-
odist Church of Westfield will hold
their Christmas Program this Satur-
day, December 11, beginning at 10
a.m.

The Christmas Story will be told
through inspirational readings, spe-
cial music and the singing of Christ-
mas carols as the Reverend Matthew
V. Labriola, an artist, creates a large
painting in pastel chalks of the Ma-

donna and Child.
Reverend Labriola is a United

Methodist minister who has served
at parishes in the tri-state area. Be-
fore entering the ministry, he was a
commercial artist working for an
advertising agency in New York
City.

He has developed a series of pro-
grams called “preaching with paint”
which he has presented in numerous
churches throughout the metropoli-
tan area for many years.

A festive brunch will precede the
presentation. A $5 donation is re-
quested to help defray expenses.
Reservations are required. The gen-
eral public is welcome to attend. For
information and reservations, please
call the church office at (908) 233-
4211.

MULTIPLICITY FROM MIKIMOTO. 

AN INFINITELY WEARABLE 24-INCH NECKLACE

MAY BE CONVERTED TO A NECKLACE AND BRACELET ENSEMBLE.  

7.5X7MM, A1 QUALITY CULTURED PEARLS WITH A

SPECIAL EDITION 18K GOLD BALL CLASP.  

Dra
ft

Simply Healthy Skin
The finest, purest European

skincare products.

Skilled, experienced

skincare specialists. 

Facials that raise the

standard to a whole new

level.The result?  

Healthy skin…from within. 

Call today for your 

free consultation.  

908-654-8686

Gift certificates available. 

Hours: 

Tuesdays 9-8

Wednesdays & Thursdays 9-8:30

Fridays & Saturdays 9-5

guillotine
salon & spa

108 Central Avenue
Westfield

Meeting Is Scheduled
For PREP Caregivers
SUMMIT – PREP (People Respon-

sible for Elderly Persons), a monthly
support group for caregivers, will meet
on Wednesday, December 15, from 7
to 9 p.m.

Presented by SAGE Eldercare, the
group is offered on the third Wednes-
day of each month. Participants meet
at SAGE’s Spend-A-Day Adult Day
Health Center, located at 550 Spring-
field Avenue in Berkeley Heights.

Caregivers are provided with emo-
tional support, community resources,
effective problem solving and coping
strategies, plus the chance to share
common concerns with others who
are caring for their aging loved ones.

For more information or for assis-
tance, please call Ellen McNally,
SAGE InfoCare Director, at (908)
273-4598.

HELPING THE HOMELESS…Teenagers and their chaperones from the St.
Helen’s Parish Youth Group in Westfield prepare to sleep out on the front lawn
of the parish for the Sixth Annual “Sleep-out for the Homeless” event held
recently. Forty-five parish members solicited the congregation and general public
to sponsor them for every hour they remained outdoors, emulating the homeless
and their everyday conditions. Over $3,000 was collected to benefit families at the
Ozanam Catholic Charities Family Shelter in Edison.


