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Residents Must be Informed About
Leaf Bagging and Stormwater Issues

Resident Wishes Historic Home On
Benson Place Could Have Been Saved
Thank you to the Vivians for going to

such lengths in preserving their home on
Kirkview Circle. I agree with Council-
man James Foerst in wishing that
Westfield’s historic architecture did not
take a road trip to Maine.

Days before Thanksgiving, numerous
trees were removed from a home on
Benson Place – revealing an uncanny
beauty. Embossed in the walkway lead-
ing to the revolutionary colonial home
were impressions of slate footstone. Along
with aged evergreens, the stones defining
a path were pulled from its roots. The next
day a bulldozer demolished the home.

Even though 23 Benson Place was hid-
den by overgrown life, it had an impact on
my family. In route to school, together we
passed the house. Often we were rushing,
dropping gloves or falling from the scooter
in the foreground of this property, yelling
and screaming along the way. Conversa-

tions were overheard by the historic home
hiding behind the green screen. I remem-
ber my son’s excitement as he informed
me that someone lives in the house behind
the trees. I let him believe that it was his
secret discovery and not common knowl-
edge gained by Halloween trick-or-treat-
ers.

So it is no surprise that after the lumber
was cleared and we were finally able to
view this home in its entirety, I was deter-
mined to document the memory. Within
moments of me standing in traffic and
clicking away with my camera, the home
was crushed. Floorboards were descend-
ing to the ground – carrying with them
hundreds of footsteps, and carrying hun-
dreds of stories too. Less than a week
from celebrating a historic holiday, the
ruble is removed and the lot is ready for a
new creation…or however many the zon-
ing laws will allow.

Barbara McElheny
Westfield

I am not sure that everyone in the town
of Westfield is aware of the new federal
Stormwater Management Regulations that
are going to require New Jersey residents
to “bag there leaves” for DPW (Depart-
ment of Public Works) pick-up, or pay a
landscape contractor to haul them away
starting next year.

The new regulation states that the leaves
may be left in the street for up to seven days
but then must be removed. If the Westfield
DPW would begin its fall cleanup in the
middle of October when the leaves are
beginning to fall and people are putting
them in the streets, there should be no
reason why they couldn’t be around to all of
the streets in town on a seven-day schedule.

We all see piles of leaves in the streets
starting around October 10 — at least I do
every year. Why is it that the DPW didn’t
and doesn’t start picking up the leaves
until November 8? Waiting this long causes
an over-abundance of leaves for the town
to pick up, creating a scenario where it
takes three to four weeks for the DPW to

make one pass around the entire town.
It is now December 1 and some of my

neighbors’ streets haven’t yet had leaf
pickup. I believe, with proper planning
and the 50 or so employees, that the
Westfield DPW has, Westfield could con-
tinue a fall leaf pickup that would comply
with the new regulations — if run in a
different fashion.

Just beginning a month earlier will
decrease the amount of leaves on a weekly
basis, which is common sense. Scotch
Plains begins its fall cleanup in October
when residents begin putting piles in the
street. When I drive through Scotch Plains,
I don’t see leaves sitting for weeks on end.

This just seems to me like a common
sense issue. The storm sewers will stay
clearer and the piles will be smaller. Traf-
fic safety issues will be better and less
flooding will be occur.

The residents of Westfield need to be
informed and should speak their minds.

Manny Carlino
Westfield

I would like to express my thanks to the
voters of Union County for their support
of our Democratic team of Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, Surrogate James LaCorte, and
Freeholders Dan Sullivan, Adrian Mapp,
and myself.

The next few years are likely to present
many challenges, both economically and
socially. Let me assure you that the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders will
continue to do our utmost to develop our
economic resources while protecting our
green spaces and providing topnotch ser-
vices.

Our sheriff’s office and county police
are working to keep our communities
safe. The new police facility that will
soon open in Westfield will provide the
high-level technology to handle today’s
security issues.

In recent months, we have distributed
$1 million from the Kids Recreation Trust
to provide recreation opportunities for
our young, including athletic fields and
upgrades to playgrounds in all our towns.
As part of our Greening Union County
initiative, we have planted thousands of
trees across the county.

On the cultural front, we have given
grants to arts organizations and individu-
als, as well as to local historical societies.

Election season may be over, but our
commitment to providing safety and ser-
vices to Union County remains strong. I
thank everyone who participated in the
recent campaign, and I hope that we can
all work together for the people of our
county.

My best wishes to you all for the holi-
day season!

Union County News

Our Commitment to County
Needs, Services Are Strong

Barbara McElheny for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONCE UPON A TIME...The historic home at 23 Benson Place in Westfield is
pictured above moments before it was torn down on November 24 for redevelop-
ment of the property.
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Horrified Group Seeks Support to Stop
SP Cooper Road Over-Development

When is it time to draw the line? Over
the last few years, as taxpayers and resi-
dents of Scotch Plains, we have witnessed
the decimation of our neighborhoods as
nearly every square inch of wooded land
is cleared to support new development.

Recently, we were horrified to find out
that even the wooded island in the middle
of Cooper Road was not safe from the
developer’s bulldozer. Application has
been made requesting a variance to allow
construction of a house on this wooded
sanctuary. We believe that the time to
draw the line is now.

Cooper Road Island, with its flat mowed
lawn on one half and its wooded hill on
the other, is an asset of the entire commu-
nity. Its beauty is important, not only to
those who live nearby but also to those
who drive by. To build a house on the
island would take away a shared nature
preserve and mar the beauty for which
Cooper Road is known and for which
many of us originally purchased our
homes.

In addition to issues with appearance,
there are major environmental concerns.
Removing trees and building a house
along with its associated driveway will
have a great effect on the flow and ab-
sorption of rainwater and snow melt. Some
of our neighbors’ homes are located at the
base of this property and will be directly
affected by any change in the terrain and/
or grading, causing additional rainwater
and snow melt to flow directly into their
yards — or indirectly overloading the

stream, potentially causing homes to be-
come flooded.

Most important of all is the safety risk
to residents and the traveling public that
use Cooper Road. There is a complicated
traffic flow in this area. The proposed
house would be surrounded on three sides
by high-usage roadway. This roadway
curves and slopes sharply, limiting the
ability to see approaching automobiles.
Wet or foggy weather only exacerbates
this problem, often causing cars to skid
out of control.

Drivers mistake road signs and come
down Cooper Road in the wrong direc-
tion; and year round wildlife tends to
jump across the road at a moment’s no-
tice. To place a home at the proposed
location would be extremely dangerous.

On November 17, with very little prior
notice, many of us gathered at the meeting
of the Scotch Plains Board of Adjustment
to provide a unified stand against this
variance and to request a postponement of
a hearing on the variance so that we, con-
cerned citizens of Scotch Plains, could
organize our effort and represent our case
to the board. In the interest of fairness, the
board granted a postponement until Thurs-
day, January 6, 2005 at 7:30 p.m.

We strongly need our community’s
support to demonstrate a strong and uni-
fied voice in our request to the board of
adjustment to deny the variance to build a
house on Cooper Road Island. We ask
readers to visit our website at
www.savetheisland.org to familiarize
themselves with the issues.

Don Cardiff
Scotch Plains Committee To Save

Cooper Road Island

Resident Wants Tax Adjustment
For Lack of Service at WF DPW

There is a new house being constructed
next to mine, and I am concerned about
the water runoff. The contractor has told
me that the garage floor was set too high.
This will cause a steep slope, which can
cause water to divert to my property.

In order to find the planned driveway
configuration, I went to the town
engineer’s office at the yard.

Day One: A very nice woman began
looking for the elevation and told me it
was $3 per page. Then I saw on the
counter a notice that they wouldn’t accept
cash. Then I was told that they wouldn’t
accept credit cards. Naturally, I didn’t
have a check. Then I was told they couldn’t
find the elevation. Leaving my card and
evident displeasure, I left telling them I

would return the next day.
Day Two: The woman saw me, smiled,

and walked into a back office. After sev-
eral minutes, a man came out and told me
they still couldn’t find it, and hadn’t the
time to go looking for it. And oh, by the
way, would I fill out a form. I threw up my
hands and left.

This is the same department that is
responsible for the recycling center where
the bins are usually full. My councilman
tells me they can’t get the contractor to
empty them in a timely fashion.

Is there any way to adjust our town
taxes to reflect the level of service we are
receiving?

Henry Laessig
Westfield
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Thank You Unnamed
Mountainside Citizen
I would like to publicly thank

Mountainside’s unnamed good citizen
who recently reported to police the li-
cense plate number of the vehicle carry-
ing local juveniles credited with a vandal-
ism spree in Scotch Plains, Westfield and
Mountainside over the past four years
estimated at 10s of thousands of dollars.

While my personal property was not
affected, on two separate occasions in
November, I witnessed the early morning
distress of two neighbors who happened
to park their cars on the street only to find
windows and windshields smashed seem-
ingly by a baseball bat. As I occasionally
park one of my cars on the street over-
night, it seemed only a matter of time
before eventually my car was targeted.

But thanks to this observant person, I
can now rest at ease. Thank you for get-
ting involved!

Cathy Smith
Scotch Plains

More Letters to
the Editor

Any 2 bottles
of  wine with
this coupon

Expires 12/14/04

20% Off

10% Off

any 12 bottles
or more of wine

any 6 bottles
or more of wine

Mix and Match is O.K.  Sales Items are excluded. 750 ml Only.

10% Off
Mix and Match is O.K.  Sales Items are excluded. 750 ml Only.

HOLIDAY SPECIAL

VALUE WINES

Sutter Home Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Merlot/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria

$8.99 1.5L
$16.99 1.5L
$15.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$6.99 1.5L
$13.99 1.5L
$11.99 1.5L
$7.99 1.5L
$9.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$8.99 5L
$8.99 4L

YOUR FAVORITE WINES

Kenwood Sonoma Caberet
Toasted Head Chardonnay
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
Kenwood Sauvignon Blanc
BV Costal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir
Hess Select Chardonnay

$12.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml
$8.99 750ml
$9.99 750ml
$12.99 750ml
$8.49 750ml
$7.99 750ml
$8.99 750ml

CHAMPAGNES / SPARKLING WINES

Veuve Clicquot Brut NV
Gaston Chiq Carte VerteBrut
Moet White Star
Freixenet Brut

$32.99 750 ml
$32.99 750 ml
$26.99 750 ml
$8.01 750 ml

VODKA

Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Pravda
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$30.99 1.75L
$33.99 1.75L
$24.99 750ml
$26.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$29.99 1.75L
$21.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L

SCOTCH

Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$30.99 1.75L
$51.99 1.75L
$54.99 1.75L
$31.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

GIN

Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$33.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

RUM

Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$23.99 1.75L
$18.99 1.75L
$18.99 1.75L
$22.99 1.75L

WHISKEY

Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$34.99 1.75L
$22.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

CORDIALS

Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$14.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Leeuwin Estates Chardonnay 2001 WS 98 Pts.
Powerful, elegant, extremely limited
Hirtzberger Rotes Tor Gruner Veltliner Fedor 2003
Complex, lime, mineral, lentil, white pepper

Scharzhofberger Riesling Kabinett 1999
Maturing wine with apple peach necterine and stone flavor

Aia Veechia Sor Ugo 2001 WS 93 Pts
Super tuscan-blackberry, cassis oak
Bernardus Marinus 1997
California Bordeaux blend-great vintage

$79.99

$29.99

$33.99

$49.99

$46.99

COLLECTABLES

Mon-Fri: 10 AM-9:30 PM  Sat: 9 AM-9:30 PM • Sun: 12 PM-8 PM

1120 South Ave. W. • Westfield

908-232-5341

We reserve the right to limit quantities while

quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical

errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.


