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Do You Have To
Go To Court?

County Seeks Descendents
For Centennial Celebration
UNION COUNTY – Union County

is seeking relatives of immigrants who
became naturalized U.S. citizens in
August 1, 1903 as part of its obser-
vances of the centennial celebrations
of the Union County Courthouse.

Immigrants from Ireland, Italy,
Russia, Great Britain, Austria, Ger-
many, Romania and Denmark who
settled in Union County and became
U.S. citizens in the naturalization
ceremony at the then-under construc-
tion Courthouse will be honored in
memoriam next year. Their descen-

dants will be invited to participate in
a re-creation of the 1903 ceremony as
part of the events celebrating the 100th
anniversary of the opening of the
Courthouse. Related events and ex-
hibits will showcase the courthouse
as the center of law in Union County.

“This event will honor the relatives
of those originally naturalized citi-
zens in 1903 with a re-creation of the
event. We are also planning a natural-
ization ceremony for new U.S. citi-
zens in cooperation with the federal
Bureau of Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services,” said Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, Chairperson
of the Union County Courthouse Cen-
tennial Committee.

The 19 citizens naturalized on Aug.
1, 1903 were: Joseph Batura (Rus-
sia), Bernard Block (Russia), Simon
Breen (Russia), Aberham Benjamin
Canter (Russia), Leo Chirles (Italy),
William Samuel Cook (Great Brit-
ain), Harry Gardner (Russia), Josef
Holub (Austria), Carl Ihme (Ger-
many), James Kenney (Ireland),
Abraham Kuntzman (Russia), Mor-
ris Kuntzman (Russia), Alexander B.
Luisardi (Italy), Richard Mann (Ro-
mania), Joseph McDonough (Ire-
land), Joseph Sebel (Russia), Joseph
Shea (Great Britain), Charles E.H.
Sorenson (Denmark) and Charles
Wagner (Germany).

Those who believe they are a rela-
tive of one of those people listed are
urged to call the Union County Clerk’s
Office at (908) 527-4787.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CARING FOR SOLDIERS’ FAMILIES...Kerry Mooney and Amy Jester, both
of Westfield, have joined a program with a goal to ensure that the children of New
Jersey soldiers at war received two Christmas gifts.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPECIAL GIFT...For his eighth birthday, Westfield resident Brad Whitman,
center, gave a DVD/VCR player and DVDs to the residents of Second Westfield
Senior Housing complex to enjoy.

FW-SP Rotary Donates
Dictionaries to Students

FANWOOD – The Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club recently distributed
more than 550 dictionaries to third-
grade students at six local schools.

“The Dictionary Project is just one
of the many local projects that
Rotarians involve themselves in to help
enhance our community,” said Patricia
Plante, chairman of the club’s Com-
munity Service Committee. “We hope
that these specially edited dictionaries
will help a new generation of students
to expand their vocabulary and culti-
vate a lifetime of reading.”

Rotary Club members from
Fanwood and Scotch Plains visited
the third-graders at five elementary
schools in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Public School District, including

School One, Coles, Brunner, McGinn,
and Evergreen, plus the third-graders
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Interparochial School in Scotch
Plains.

Each third-grade student was given
a dictionary free of charge.

Dictionaries were also provided to
their teachers and to the school libraries.

Rotary is an international organi-
zation whose motto is “Service Above
Self.” The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club meets every Wednesday
at Snuffy’s Pantagis Renaissance in
Scotch Plains at noon. Guests are
welcome. For more information about
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Dictionary Project, please call Patricia
Plante at (908) 233-2162.

Christmas Gifts Sought
For Children of NJ Soldiers
WESTFIELD – The New Jersey

National Guard currently has over
4,000 citizen soldiers deployed to
various locations in support of the
Global War on Terror. Many of these
soldiers have children who will cel-
ebrate Christmas without one of their
parents.

Kerry Mooney and Amy Jester, both
of Westfield, are joining with a non-
profit group headquartered in Red
Bank called American Recreational
Military Services (ARMS). The or-
ganization is supporting the troops
and their families during deployment.
Operation Little Soldier is the latest
undertaking in their efforts to support
the military and its families.

Ms. Mooney and Ms. Jester are
reaching out to Westfield area com-
munities for support. Through ARMS
and the generosity of donors, it is
their goal to see that every child of a
deployed soldier receive at least two
gifts for Christmas.

“This is a massive undertaking,”
Ms. Mooney said. “Gift donations
are needed as are local volunteers for
wrapping the gifts.”

To donate an unwrapped gift, gift
card or money for children ages zero
to 18 years, please deposit donations
at Weldon Materials Second Floor,
141 Central Avenue, Westfield.

Checks may be made payable to
ARMS and mailed to Attn: Kerry
Mooney, c/o Weldon Materials, 141
Central Avenue, Westfield, 07090.

Volunteers interested in donating
their time for wrapping gifts may
contact Ms. Mooney at (908) 233-
4444, extension no. 2220 or e-mail at
kaemooney@yahoo.com.

Donations will be accepted until
Tuesday, December 14.

S. Plains Will Receive
Funds for Sidewalk

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
will receive $25,000 through the Safe
Streets to Schools program from New
Jersey transportation funds for improve-
ments on Evelyn Street sidewalk.

The project includes the installa-
tion of a four-foot wide concrete side-
walk, handicap ramps, and piano-
key style crosswalk along Evelyn
Street to increase safety for school
children walking to McGinn School
and to Cramer Manor Park.

“In many cases, parents or munici-
palities are not able to provide stu-
dents with transportation to and from
school, and walking is the only op-
tion available,” said Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22). “It is impera-
tive that students are provided with
safe routes to school. This funding
will help with that protection.”

WF Rotary Club Learns
About Disaster Preparations
WESTFIELD – Bill Kane, from the

Union County Hazardous Materials
Responder, Division of Emergency
Management, presented a discussion
about homeland security and prepared-
ness to the Westfield Rotary Club.

Club members were given data de-
scribing how to create an emergency
communications plan, what to do in
case of an attack from radioactive
materials, biological and chemical
weapons, smallpox, chemical agents,
radioactive materials and nuclear ter-
rorism.

He ended the program with a short
slide show, and how to prepare a
supplies list, should a disaster strike.

All $12 luncheon meetings of the
Westfield Rotary Club are open to the
public. Each weekly gathering be-
gins at noon on Tuesdays in the
Westfield Y at 220 Clark Street in the
second floor conference room. Mem-
bers with guest(s) enjoy lunch and a
presentation by a guest speaker.

The 90 members of the Westfield

Rotary sponsor service activities to
enhance the quality of life and hu-
man dignity, encourage high ethical
standards and create greater under-
standing among all peoples.

The Westfield Rotary Club can also
provide speakers for organizations or
clubs. Interested program chairpersons
may call Dr. Theodore Schlosberg at
(908) 962-6605, for further information.

Skating With Santa To
Be Held at Warinanco
UNION COUNTY – Santa Claus

will visit the indoor ice skating rink
at Warinanco Park in Roselle from 1
to 3 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday,
December 18, and 19.

This family-oriented afternoon will
offer skating to a mixture of holiday
classics, complimentary candy canes
and an opportunity to take photos
with Santa on ice skates.

Regular admission fees will apply:
adults $5, youths 17 years and under
$4 and seniors (over 62) $4.25. Ice
skate rental is available for an addi-
tional $3.

The Warinanco Ice Skating Center
is conveniently located in Warinanco
Park off either St. Georges Avenue or
Thompson Avenue, near the Roselle/
Elizabeth border. The regular skating
schedule will continue through the
holidays. For further information, call
(908) 298-7850.

Stop and Shop Offers
Food Delivery Service
AREA – Residents of Westfield

and Scotch Plains can now visit
www.stopandshop.com to shop for
fresh fruits and vegetables, seafood,
meat and dairy to be delivered to their
home.

Shoppers can create personal lists,
read nutrition information online, sort
products rapidly by price or by nutri-
tion criteria and take advantage of
personalized online coupons.

Groceries can be delivered as soon
as the next day after the order is
placed.

Pvt. Miller Graduates
Ammunition Course
SCOTCH PLAINS — United States

Marine Corps Private Michael  Miller,
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Miller
of Scotch Plains, recently graduated
from the Ammunition Technician Spe-
cialist Course while assigned to the
Marine Corps Detachment Redstone
Arsenal in Alabama.

Private Miller is a 2000 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
He joined the Marine Corps in May
of this year.


