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FROM THE PAST…Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi and Chief Warrant
Officer Lester Sargent of the Union County Sheriff’s Office examine an original
ornate 1905 window from the courthouse that was donated to the Courthouse
Centennial Celebration Committee.

Rutgers Survey Seeks Hidden
Consequences Lic. Suspension

TRENTON — The New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC)
and the Alan M. Voorhees Transpor-
tation Center (VTC) at Rutgers Uni-
versity have partnered to survey New
Jersey drivers whose driving privi-
leges have been suspended. The pur-
pose is to determine if New Jersey’s
driver license suspension system pro-
duces unintended consequences.
Questionnaires have been mailed to
7,500 New Jersey motorists in the
past week.

Rutgers experts will compile and
study the responses, and will keep
respondents’ answers and identities

anonymous. Results will be available
later this year.

Along with an on-going VTC re-
search study into driver license sus-
pension data and other information
that began in September 2003, this
survey will supplement the work of
MVC’s Fairness and Affordability
Task Force, whose members will be-
gin meeting this winter.

Specific recommendations for
change to the state’s driver license
suspension system could result.

“The goal of the Motor Vehicle
Commission is fairness and equity,”
MVC Chief Administrator Sharon
Harrington said. “The purpose of this
survey and the related research study
and task force is to make sure we are
achieving that goal.”

“The Voorhees Transportation Cen-
ter is eager to lend its expertise to
MVC,” said Jon Carnegie, Assistant
Director of VTC. “The state needs an
accurate account of how motorists
are being affected by suspensions in
order to alleviate any inequities and
avoid creating new ones.”

A fairness and affordability study
is required under a 2003 state law, the
Motor Vehicle Security and Customer
Service Act. This law created MVC
and abolished the old DMV. It also set
in motion a series of on-going re-
forms to enhance security and im-
prove customer service.

For more information, please call
Gordon Deal at (609) 292-4711 or
Rick Remington at (732) 932-6812,
extension no. 552, or e-mail Mr.  Deal,
Director of Communications, at
Gordon.Deal@dot.state.nj.us.
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Nicole Tedeschi Named Clerk
Of County Freeholder Board

ELIZABETH – Last Thursday,
Nicole Tedeschi of Union Township
was appointed as Clerk of the Free-
holder Board. She succeeds Sharda
Badri, who has been promoted to
Director of the Office of Citizen Ser-
vices.

The Clerk of the Board coordinates
the activities of the freeholder meet-
ings, serves as the depository of docu-
ments, acts as the custodian of the
official county seal, and provides ad-
ministrative services for the board.

“I look forward to building upon
the success of the Freeholder Board
in providing innovative and efficient
services to the public,” Ms. Tedeschi
said. “I thank the Freeholders for
their confidence and support, and I
am truly honored by the opportunity
to serve the residents of Union County
in my new capacity.”

Ms. Tedeschi said she would also
look for ways of building upon effi-
ciency and economy within her de-
partment. She added she would also
work to assist the freeholders in in-
creasing contacts with as many con-
stituents as possible.

Ms. Tedeschi had served as the

Director of Intergovernmental Rela-
tions since 2002. Prior to that, she had
worked in the Department of Eco-
nomic Development.

As Director of Intergovernmental
Relations, she was the municipali-
ties’ liaison to the county. She raised
funds for the county’s September 11th
Memorial, which is located in Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside. She pro-
duced the first annual Family Flix,
which featured movies in the county
parks.

She created and authored the Se-
nior Newsletter, a bi-annual county
publication. She obtained business
for the county’s print services from
municipalities.

Ms. Tedeschi coordinates Kids
Kingdom Traveling Jubilee, a sum-
mer festival for kids and their par-
ents.

She obtained her Bachelor of Arts
degree from Douglass College, Rutgers
University in Political Science. She is
a candidate for the Masters of Public
Administration from Kean University,
a Notary Public and a Phi Alpha Alpha
Honor’s Society inductee. She is a
licensed real estate associate.

WF Boy Scout Troop No. 72
Invites Boys to Join Scouts

WESTFIELD – Boy Scout Troop
72 based at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield had an excellent turnout
for its annual open house last month.
Many boys considering joining the
troop enjoyed refreshments and saw
several demonstrations.

The Pack and Paddle Troop, as it is
called, has been in existence for more
than 80 years.

At the open house, there were
demonstrations of camping, canoe-
ing, Klondike derby, cooking,
mountain biking, high adventure
camping and sea-based yacht cruis-
ing in Florida.

Scouting with Troop No. 72 is open
to all boys who have completed at
least the fifth grade or who are at least
11 years old. There is no need to have
been a Cub Scout to join the troop.

Troop No. 72 is a relatively large

troop providing a wide variety of
activities for almost every scout-
ing interest. There is substantial
adult support to help make scout-
ing a fun, enriching, character-
building experience for boys and
their families.

Numerous activities of the troop
include hikes, service projects,
campouts, canoeing, skiing,
snowshoeing and bicycle trips. The
troop spends two weeks each sum-
mer at a high adventure camp.

For more information or to join
the troop, please call scoutmasters
Jim McCabe at (908) 233-3457 or
John Woods at (908) 789-8518, visit
www.westfieldnj.com/troop72 or
come to any regular meeting held
most Monday evenings at
Westminster Hall of The Presbyte-
rian Church from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Hospital Foundation’s Gala
Raises $275,000 for CSH

MOUNTAINSIDE – Over 540
guests showed their support for
Children’s Specialized Hospital
(CSH) at the 17th Annual Umbrella
Gala at Pier 60, Chelsea Piers, on
November 13, which raised $275,000
for the expansion of the hospital’s
ambulatory care program, making it
possible for CSH to provide over
24,000 outpatient visits this year.

The evening included cocktails,
dinner and dancing to music pro-
vided by the Starlight Orchestras and
Elvis Duran, host of Z-100’s Z Morn-
ing Zoo, served as Master of Ceremo-
nies. A silent auction, including tick-
ets to Z-100’s Jingle Ball, vacation
packages from the Bernards Inn and
items from Cartier and Saks Fifth
Avenue raised $53,000.

“The evening was an incredible
success and I am truly moved by the
overwhelming support our guests
showed for the Hospital and for the
children and families it serves,” said
Jean Pascuiti, Chairwoman of the Gala
Planning Committee.

The CSH Foundation is the non-
profit charitable organization that
raises funds to support programs and
services at CSH. The Foundation is
the only organization of its kind where
every gift has a direct impact on the
lives of special needs children.

CSH, an affiliate member of Rob-

ert Wood Johnson Health System,
provides continuous and comprehen-
sive care to support approximately
13,000 special needs children and
their families each year. Hospital
services include inpatient and out-
patient medical, developmental, edu-
cational and rehabilitative therapies. 
Headquartered in Mountainside,
CSH has additional facilities in
Fanwood, Freehold, Hamilton, New-
ark, Roselle Park and Toms River.

Celebration to Mark
100th Anniversary

Of County Courthouse
COUNTY — Union County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi, who serves as chair
of the County Courthouse Centen-
nial Committee, seeks artifacts from
the public.

A year-long celebration is being
conducted featuring exhibits and
events to showcase the courthouse as
the center of law, justice and county
business. The Union County Court-
house marks the one 100th anniver-
sary of its dedication in May 2005.

Those who have items to lend or
questions about the project can con-
tact the Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs at
the earliest possible date, at 633
Pearl Street, Elizabeth, 07202; call
(908) 558-2550 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

CHS Donates DFib
To MS Fire Dept.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Children’s
Specialized Hospital has donated
a defibrillator, which helps a per-
son survive sudden cardiac arrest,
to the Mountainside Fire Depart-
ment. This will enable the depart-
ment to work directly with the
rescue squad.

Up until the donation, the de-
partment was not qualified to give
life support.

In an urgency to save more lives,
including the lives of their fellow
firefighters.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


