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Cheri Rogowsky for The  Times
RECOGNITION…Joseph McCort and Carol Parks Clancy along with SMAC
(Student Movement Against Cancer) receive Scotch Plains Volunteers of the Year
awards during the Mayor’s Charity Gala last Saturday at Snuffy’s Pantagis.
Proceeds of the charity this year will go to the Municipal Alliance Committee and
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation. Pictured, left to right, are: Mr. McCort, Mayor
Martin Marks and Mrs. Clancy.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
MERRY CHRISTMAS…Santa Claus visited Fanwood on Sunday to hear all the
Christmas wishes of the children in Fanwood. The picture above shows a Fanwood
child delivering his Christmas wish to Santa, as George Weiss of TV 35 films the event.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
A FESTIVE DAY…Scotch Plains held its annual Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Sunday where they had many events
for the kids and families. One of the attractions was a mule and sleigh ride. Santa and Mrs. Claus were also in attendance
to hear all the youngsters’ Christmas wishes.
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Public Hearing Date Scheduled
In FW for Master Plan Revisions

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

A concept hearing to add a second
kitchen to a single-family home was
heard by the Fanwood Planning and
Zoning Board of Adjustments during
their monthly agenda meeting on
Monday night.

North Avenue resident Jean Rosen
told the board that she wished to add a
second kitchen in the garage to create
a separate living space for her elderly
mother. Only another kitchen would

be added as the house already has an
extra bedroom, Mrs. Rosen explained.

Attorney for the board, Robert Mega
told Mrs. Rosen that there was no
provision for a mother-daughter type
of house in New Jersey and that if she
wanted permission to add a second
kitchen, this would technically be turn-
ing a single-family home into a two
family, which would require separate
utilities and a separate entrance.

Board members, however, said that
such an addition could be approved

with a provision that this special ex-
ception would be reverted back to a
single family home after the need
ceased to exist, such as when her
mother moved out.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings and other board members
agreed that they would be more in-
clined to permit this temporary use as
long as there was a deed restriction
enforcing the reversion. This would
insure that there would be no tempta-

YMCA Representatives Unable
To Answer Residents’ Questions

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Hearings on the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA’s plans for a facilities
and parking lot expansion will extend
into next year so that residents will
have a further opportunity to ask ques-
tions about buffering plans, wetlands
issues and the potential impact of the
expansion on local vehicular traffic.

Last Thursday, the Scotch Plains
Zoning Board of Adjustment held its
third hearing on the YMCA’s applica-
tion to expand its parking lot capacity
from 125 parking spaces to about 280.

The expansion is part of a multi-
phase project, which will also include
construction of a second floor on the
section of the building nearest Martine
Avenue and the construction of an
addition to the rear existing building to
house a gymnasium and gymnastics
facility is completed in several years.

Several homeowners living adja-
cent to the Martine Avenue facility

questioned YMCA representatives,
with the focus being on whether ad-
equate buffering was being planned
for the expanded parking lot and
whether the larger parking area would
adversely affect a wetlands area to
the north of the YMCA property.

There were also concerns about the
number of trees set to be removed
along the border between the YMCA
property and the properties that face
Brandywine Court.

A number of questions posed by
residents from Peach Court,
Brandywine Court and Fenimore
Drive were unable to be answered by
those YMCA representatives who
were present at last week’s meeting,

leading Board Chairman James
Fawcett to express his “frustration at
questions being unable to be answered
by the limited number of witnesses.”

Several expert witnesses who had
earlier testified on behalf of the YMCA
were absent from last week’s hearing,
making it difficult for questions about
traffic impact and certain design as-
pects to be answered satisfactorily.

Responding to several questions
about the impact of the expanded
parking lot on the adjacent wetlands
area, Board Engineer Thomas Quinn
said the new lot would not encroach
on the wetlands or the 50-foot buffer
zone around the wetlands’ perimeter,

SP Council Begins
Eying 2005 Expenses

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Although it won’t formally receive
municipal spending recommenda-
tions for 2005 for another six weeks,
next year’s township budget was cer-
tainly on the minds of the Scotch
Plains Township Council. At its con-
ference meeting on Tuesday evening
several costly and, in some cases,
vexing expenditures were discussed.

The health insurance program for
township employees will be renewed
with its current insurance carrier for
one year rather than two because a
one-year renewal will result in less of
a cost increase in 2005, about 15
percent, than renewing for two years,
according to Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins.

He told the council that it was pos-
sible that, after 2005, more cost-ef-
fective options for health insurance
coverage will be available to the town-
ship.

Although it’s not known at this
time what the 2005 township budget
will be or what the property tax rate

will look like, Mayor Martin Marks,
perhaps with an eye towards next
year’s spending and tax levels, noted
that many public employees, such as
police and teachers, do not contribute
toward the cost of their ever-increas-
ing health insurance premiums.

“People need to be more aware of
this,” he said. He said this situation
was “putting a boot on taxpayers’
necks,” adding that the biggest in-
crease in local property taxes is “di-
rectly attributable to benefits for em-
ployees.”

On another matter, the township
will renew its animal control contract
with Associated Humane Societies of
Newark for another year at about
$35,000 while an effort is made to see
whether some type of alternative is
available. There are few organiza-
tions available to perform animal con-
trol services and the Union County
government, while talking informally
about a county-sponsored effort, has
not seriously pursued the idea.

“There are no options,” said Mr.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Cooper Road Area Residents Unite Against
Development; Rally Slated on December 18

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

A group of residents from Scotch
Plains is banding together to fight a
developer who wants to build a house
on the island of property in the middle
of Cooper Road.

The group, which dubs itself “Save
The Island,” consists of more than 75
families living on or in the vicinity of

Cooper Road. They are opposed to an
application by Mark Lustbader of
West Orange, who wants to build a
home on a portion of non-township-
owned land on the island, a diamond-
shaped parcel situated on Cooper
Road between Heather Lane and
Wellington Downs.

Last month, Mr. Lustbader’s appli-
cation for a variance was scheduled

to be heard by the Scotch Plains Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment. After sev-
eral dozen residents turned out and
requested that the hearing be post-
poned so they could have more time
to prepare a presentation opposing
the application, the board agreed to
put off the hearing until its January 6,
2005 meeting.

The property, which is slightly less
than an acre in size, is on the western,
or Edison, side of the island and is
situated on high, wooded ground.

AT&T currently owns that half of
the property while Scotch Plains owns
the other half of the island.

Next week, the Township Council
will introduce an ordinance designat-
ing its half of the island as a conserva-
tion zone, thus putting it off-limits to
development of any kind.

Bob Jeney, a Wellington Downs
resident who is the spokesman for the
group, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times there were several
concerns about the development, in-
cluding traffic safety issues that would
arise on Cooper Road if a home were
built on the island and concerns about
excessive water run-off from the de-
veloped property.

“It’s greed,” said Don Cardiff, an-
other Wellington Downs resident who
is a member of the group. He said
residents were notified of the pro-
posed development “out of the blue.”

Local regulations require that, in
variance applications such as the
Cooper Road development,
homeowners living within 200-feet

Freeholders Ban Lead Shots at Lenape Park
Skeet Range; New Board Appointments Made

By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Times

New appointments and farewells
were the focus at last Thursday’s
meeting of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

Angela Devanney, Administrator of
the Union County Open Space, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund, will be leaving. Board members
congratulated Mrs. Devanney for her
years of service to the county.

Mrs. Devanney, who is also wife to
County Manager George Devanney, will
serve as the new Business Administrator
for the township of Berkeley Heights.

Also bidding farewell to the board
was clerk Sharda Badri. Individual
members of the board thanked her for
her service. Nicole Tedeschi, former
Director of Intergovernmental Rela-
tions for Union County, was appointed
as the new Clerk of the Board.

U.S. Army Private First Class
Stephen Benish of Clark was hon-
ored by the board. Private Benish was
recently killed in action while serv-
ing in Iraq. The board extended its
condolences to the Benish family.

Freeholder Lewis Mingo congratu-

lated Scotch Plains resident Sara
McArdle for achieving a perfect score
of 1600 on the Scholastic Aptitude
Test (SAT). Sara is a senior at Union
County Magnet High School.

The freeholder board introduced a
proposal for banning lead shot at the
Lenape Park Trap and Skeet Range.
The board also approved several con-
struction and legal service contracts.

After meeting in executive session,
an ordinance that would ban lead
ammunition at the Lenape Park Trap
and Skeet Range was one of the first
orders of business for the board.

Ralph Lossman, representing the
patrons of Lenape Park, raised some
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Fred Rossi for The Times
TALKING TOYS…Scotch Plains children were busy asking Santa for Christmas
toys at Sunday’s tree lighting celebration. Santa has also written a letter to the
newspaper which can be found on Page 4.

FW to Commit $26,000
To LaGrande Upgrade

By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Times

At the agenda meeting Tuesday
night, the Fanwood Borough Council
discussed several items including new
postal service delivery regulations, a
developers’ request to purchase bor-
ough property, increases in solid waste
disposal fees, renovations to
LaGrande Park and delays in the com-
munication tower construction. The
council also heard a presentation on
the county’s new GIS (Geographic
Information Systems).

The council agreed to send a letter
of appeal to the district director of the
U.S. Postal Service requesting that
Fanwood be exempt from new regu-
lations limiting mailboxes to be only
central units on new developments.

Councilwoman Donna Dolce made
the suggestion for the letter and Mayor
Collen Mahr, along with the rest of
the council, agreed.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis dis-
cussed his dealings with the U. S.
Postal Service. At previous meetings,
the council noted that the postal ser-
vice would be requiring that all new
developments in Fanwood have cen-
tralized mailboxes so that mail need
not be delivered to every door.

The postal service had said that
“fill-in” deliveries would be an ex-
ception to this regulation. The coun-
cil was unclear as to what the term
“fill-in” deliveries meant and decided
to send the letter of appeal.

In other news, the council discussed
a request by a resident to purchase
borough property on Beverly Avenue.

Borough Attorney Estis explained

that the property is not officially listed
as “vacated,” and that therefore can-
not be sold. He also explained that
such property is normally divided
evenly between property owners with
adjacent lots.

Mayor Mahr asked that a letter be
drafted expressing the council’s in-
ability to fulfill the request.

The council discussed a 55 percent
increase in solid waste disposal tip-
ping fees. Neighboring Clark Town-
ship and Kenilworth Borough are
complaining to the State of New Jer-
sey over the issue, and asked for
Fanwood’s support.

Under new business, the council
discussed three resolutions regarding
budgets. Several council members
pointed out that reduced spending,
especially on legal counsel, had left
the borough with some extra money.

The council spoke favorably about
granting $26,000 for renovations to
LaGrande Park.

It was mentioned that the borough
communication tower would not be
completed by Wednesday, December
15, as scheduled. It is estimated that it
would be finished by the first of the
year. The contract must be amended
to allow for the delay.

The council will vote on the pro-
posed resolutions for LaGrande Park
and the communication tower at next
Tuesday’s public meeting.

At the beginning of the meeting,
the council listened to a presentation
on Union County’s new GIS capa-
bilities by Matt Mathan, Chief of the
Bureau of GIS.


