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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HOLIDAY SINGERS…The Escape barbershop quartet harmonizes holiday
songs in Westfield last Saturday in The Westfield Leader newspaper office. The
group will be entertaining shoppers in downtown Westfield throughout the
Christmas season. Pictured, left to right, are: Georgette Chrystal of Scotch Plains,
Janell Paviolitis of Green Brook, Susan Schuman of Fanwood and Michelle
Metallo of Hillsborough. Dave Corbin and Paul Peyton look on.

SATURDAY, MARCH 8
Subsequent to being stopped for a motor

vehicle violation, Carlos Calle of Eliza-
beth was arrested for driving while in-
toxicated. He was released to a respon-
sible party.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7
Daniel Witoslawski of Clark was ar-

rested following a traffic stop for posses-
sion of suspected marijuana. Witoslawski
was also arrested for an outstanding war-
rant from the Union County Sheriff. No
bail was given.

FROM WESTFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Pledges Made to Support
Kehler’s New Track, Field

PLEDGING SUPPORT…Representatives from youth athletic leagues in Westfield
signed pledges of financial support for the proposed new track and synthetic turf
field at Kehler Stadium. To date, $190,000 has been pledged. Key supporters,
pictured, left to right, include, seated: Barry Knapp of the Westfield Soccer
Association, Richard Werner of the Westfield Lacrosse Club (boys); John Bennett
of the Westfield Boosters; and Doug MacNeil of the Friends of Westfield Track.
Not pictured is a representative from the PAL. On hand to show appreciation for
the pledges was, pictured, left to right, standing: Westfield Board of Education
Facilities Chairwoman Alice Hunnicutt, Superintendent of Schools Dr. William
Foley, and School Board President Anne Riegel.

WESTFIELD – Several financial
pledges have been made by local
athletic organizations to show sup-
port of the proposed new generation
synthetic turf field and new track at
Kehler Stadium.

To date, the Westfield Soccer Asso-
ciation has pledged $50,000, Westfield
Lacrosse Club has pledged $50,000,
Friends of Girls Lacrosse will contrib-
ute approximately $30,000, Westfield
Boosters and PAL have pledged
$25,000 each, and Friends of the
Westfield Track will donate $10,000.

In addition, Holy Trinity
Interparochial School and the
Westfield Flyers are raising funds for
the field and track project.

“This financial support will offset
the cost of this initiative and will
translate into savings for the commu-
nity at large,” said Superintendent of
School Dr. William Foley.

Interested members of the commu-
nity who support the track/turf project
have formed F.I.T.T. (Friends in Turf
and Track) and have arranged for the
Westfield Boosters, a 501c3 organiza-
tion, to monitor the contributions.

Any gift of $100 or more will be

acknowledged on a special plaque in
the new fieldhouse at Kehler Sta-
dium.

“Contributions are welcomed from
groups or individuals,” said Westfield
Boosters President John Bennett. “This
is a worthwhile project that will benefit
our athletes, as well as optimize the
utilization of this community asset.”

Pledge forms are available at the
bond referendum site on
www.westfieldnj.com and at the Of-
fice of School/Community Relations
in the Board of Education Adminis-
tration Building, located at 302 Elm
Street in Westfield.

To ensure funding for the $1.3 mil-
lion project, the school board will
hold a referendum vote on Tuesday,
December 14, from 2 to 9 p.m. Poll-
ing places are the same as for the
general elections in November.

“Financing the Kehler Stadium track
and field is best accomplished through
a bond so that the cost is amortized over
a 10-year period,” said Dr. Foley. “The
tax impact accounts for less than 1
percent per $100 of assessed (not mar-
ket) value, translating to $18 per year
for the average home in Westfield.”

Bulk Food Specials
Large Almonds - $4.69 lb.

Mamouth Pecan Halves - $5.95 lb.

Dried Fruit Specials
Cranberries - $3.99 lb.

Cherries - $7.99 lb.
Papaya, Pineapple & Mango - $2.95 lb.

Colossal Pistachios - $3.69 lb.
(Salted or No Salt)

Imported Spices
Cinnamon from Indonesia

Whole Cloves from Sri Lanka
Spanish Paprika

Black or White Pepper from India
Whole Lavender Flowers - France

Chamomile Flowers - Egypt
Nettle Leaf - Bulgaria

13 Walnut Avenue, Cranford
908-276-4270

Back To Nature’s Holiday Specials
A Real

Health Food Grocery

would in effect ban several guns that
cannot take steel shot, the alternative
type of ammunition. He suggested
looking to a lead recycling company
that “could be profitable to the county,
shooters, the EPA and the environ-
ment.”

Mr. Lossman asked that the board,
if it must approve the ordinance, in-
stitute the ban on lead ammunition
over a gradual period of time, instead
of all at once.

The ordinance is up for final adop-
tion on Thursday, December 16.

In other local developments, the
board authorized a change order to
the contract with Weldon Materials,
t/a Weldon Asphalt of Westfield. The
change allots an additional $98,000
in road materials used for roadwork
in the county.

The board approved a resolution to
enter into a contract with M&M Con-
struction Company of Union Town-
ship in the amount of $177,161 for
further work at the county’s new po-
lice headquarters and forensic lab on
North Avenue in Westfield.

The board also awarded a contract
in the amount of $171,020 to Voice
Print International Inc. of California
to provide a logging recording sys-
tem for the county police facility.
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Freeholders Ban Lead Shots
At Lenape Park Skeet Range

A resolution contracting the law
firm Garrubbo, Romankow &
Capece, PC of Westfield was
amended to provide for an extra
$85,000. The firm does legal work
for the board.

The board contracted Rabbi Levi
Block of Westfield to provide reli-
gious services and counseling to
Jewish inmates at the Union County
Jail throughout 2005. Catholic and
Protestant reverends and an Islamic
representative were contracted as
well. These contracts come at no
cost to Union County and its tax-
payers.

Eight hundred homes were sur-
veyed in the Third Ward and a sam-
pling has been taken of about 200
homes in the same zones around town.
Mr. Brancheu would like to spend
more time and get more detail on the
200 home sampling before making a
comparison.

Councilman Caruana said, “Keep
in mind, we don’t want to go to a
standard that leaves more than 25
percent of existing homes out of com-
pliance.”

Mr. Gildea told the council that the
Westfield Recreation Department re-
ceived $55,000 in grants from Union
County. He said that $50,000 will go
to the construction of a turf field at
Houhlihan Field on Lambertsmill
Road and $5,000 will go to girls’
softball equipment.

During public comment, resident
Allen Solomon told the council that
the parking pay stations are less con-
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WF Council Discusses Leaf
Pick-Up and FAR Study

venient than meters.
Resident Cynthia Foulke com-

plained to the council about the lack
of stop signs at T intersections on the
north side of town. She asked that the
council talk to the county and get
permission to erect stop signs at sev-
eral intersections.

Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce President Richard Fromkin asked
that the council reconsider bagging
meters during the holiday season, or
that the meter people at least be more
lenient. He told the council that during
a radio show on New Jersey 101.5 last
week, Westfield was described as “un-
friendly” because of meter regulations
and frequent ticketing.

The council then went into closed
session to discuss litigation involving
the state versus Steve Freedman and
the state versus Norma Yuro. Both
individuals are town employees at
the building department.

The council will hold their last
meeting of 2004 on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 14, at 8 p.m. at Town Hall.

The annual organizational meeting
will be held on Tuesday, January 4,
2005 at 7 p.m. at town hall, at which
time committee and board appoint-
ments will be made.

Patrick McMahon
Named to Honor List
WESTFIELD – Patrick McMahon

of Westfield was named to the Dean’s
Honor List at Louisiana Tech Univer-
sity in Ruston, La. for the fall quarter.

they already know about WHS, what
excites them most about starting high
school, and what concerns they might
have.

In response to the question about
what the ninth graders know about
WHS, 36 percent were impressed with
the size of the school, 15 percent said
they already knew their way around,
13 percent said they already know
most of the school rules and 11 per-
cent said they know everyone at WHS
is nice.

A further 9 percent responded by
saying that “WHS is a really good
school”, 8 percent responded that they
know some people do drugs, and 4
percent responded that the science
wing is new and that high school
students have more freedom than their
middle school counterparts.

When asked what excites them most
about starting high school, 36 percent
were excited about having more free-
dom, 34 percent were excited about
meeting new people, and 9 percent
were looking forward to participat-
ing on WHS sports teams.

The most striking statistic came
out of the responses from the ques-
tion about concerns the ninth graders
have upon entering high school.

A full 68 percent of students polled
responded that “grades, work, and
homework” were their immediate
concern, followed by getting lost,
dealing with the size of the school,
upperclassmen, and cafeteria food.
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WF School Bd. Hears Report
On Transition Activities

In another survey, Ms. Mazzarese
asked the ninth graders about extra-
curricular involvement. Of the entire
ninth grade class, almost half (48
percent) participated in fall sports,
and 66 percent planned on joining a
winter or spring sport.

Additionally, 54 percent of students
polled had participated in one of the
many clubs at WHS.

Ms. Mazzarese also polled the stu-
dents on their interaction with the
guidance department. Of those polled,
94 percent of students had already
met with their guidance counselor, 93
percent of students know where to go
for help if they have a problem, and
95 percent know how to get help from
teachers, counselors, and administra-
tors.

The board also received the results
of its yearly audit this week. This
audit covered the financial activities
of the school district over the 2003-
2004 school year. The district was
found to be in full compliance with
state and federal regulations regard-
ing accounting practices, and auditor
Bob Morrison found that the “checks
and balances are appropriate for a
district of this size.”

On Tuesday, December 14, a small
group of board members will meet
with state legislators regarding the
possible repealing of recently passed
state legislation putting restraints on
the budgetary process for the 2005-
2006 school budget and beyond.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
RECOGNITION OF SERVICE…Sergeant Harold Carmen, left, of Plainfield was
the featured speaker at an affair held by Assemblyman Jon Bramnick last Sunday at
Echo Lake Country club. Sgt. Carmen spoke about his time in Iraq. During the event
Sgt. Carmen received a resolution from Asm. Bramnick for his duties in Iraq.

two houses built on the existing over-
sized lot would be more consistent
with the neighborhood rather that
building a very large home that would
be much bigger than the existing
homes in the neighborhood. This he
concluded would make the two new
houses “look like the rest of the street.”

Planning board member Robert
Newell asked Mr. O’Brien to address
the issue of oversized lots in the
applicant’s plan. He asked Mr.
O’Brien to consider if he thought the
goal of Westfield’s Master Plan was
to minimize lot sizes for conformity.
Mr. O’Brien stated that various
zones are developed in each town to
segregate uses and sizes. He further
noted that like sized lots were usu-
ally put together with other like
sized houses and that an oversized
house would be allowable, but
would not conform with the rest of
the neighborhood.

Mr. Newell also stated that he got a
sense that the neighbors were more
interested in having one bigger house
in the neighborhood, rather that two
smaller ones and wanted to hear com-
ments from the many neighbors who
attended the meeting.

Mr. Boyle asked if the public por-
tion could be heard at the January
meeting after the developer had sub-
mitted their new plans, however
neighbor Tom Walsh did state, “I
would like to look at one large home
rather than two, when none should be
there at all.”

Mr. Boyle concluded that he felt
things for the developer to work on in
their revised plan should include: scal-
ing down the houses to conform to
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Seneca Place Subdivision
Plans Will Be Revised

the neighborhood especially in terms
of height, the safety of emergency
access on the proposed Right of Way
and constructing sidewalks.

He stated that because of the work
of putting together a new plan and
notification he was not sure if the
case would be on the January agenda
or would not be heard again until later
in the new year. He said that it was up
to the applicant.

In other business, the planning
board held a special meeting last
Thursday evening regarding an ap-
plication at 227 Elizabeth Avenue to
remove an existing house on the prop-
erty and create two new building lots
from the single lot.

The applicant, Jo Ann Constantino,
decided to withdraw her application
after members of the board discussed
their opinions that the application
was “shoe-horning.” Shoe horning is
a practice when a home, or homes,
are built on an undersized lot.

The application included requests
for relief of eight variances including
minimum lot depth, minimum lot
width, minimum lot frontage, mini-
mum front yard depth, minimum front
yard width, minimum lot area, mini-
mum front yard area and minimum
lot frontage.

In other business, Mr. Boyle noted
that Monday was the last meeting of
the board for 2004. He stated that he
wanted to thank all of the members of
the planning board for their time put
into serving on the board and for their
commitment and volunteerism.

The re-organizational meeting will
be held in January after the council
makes new board appointments.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The  Westfield Leaader
A FESTIVE DAY…Scotch Plains held its annual Christmas tree lighting cer-
emony on Sunday where they had many events for the kids and families. One of
the attractions was a mule and sleigh ride. Santa and Mrs. Claus were also in
attendance to hear all the youngsters’ Christmas wishes.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The  Westfield Leaader
GLOWING...The Christmas Tree on North Avenue in Westfield was lit on
Sunday evening following Santa’s arrival.


