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Westfield Residents Invited
To Special Rec. Dept. Meetings
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Recreation Department will be hold-
ing meetings on Monday, December
13 seeking input from the public on
two construction projects. Citizens
are invited to participate in these
meetings to be held at the Westfield
Town Hall Community Room at 425
East Broad Street. The entrance to the
room faces East Broad Street.

From 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., the
Houlihan Field project will be dis-
cussed. It involves the addition of
lights and installation of artificial turf.
Houlihan Field is located at the cor-
ner of Lamberts Mill Road and

Rahway Avenue.
From 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., renovation

and repair of the lighted tennis courts
in Tamaques Park on Lamberts Mill
Road will be discussed.

The meetings will provide a forum
for interested citizens and users to
express their wishes and concerns in
regards to these projects and to assist
in formulating design plans. John
Belle of Kinsey Associates, the engi-
neering company for both projects,
will be in attendance.

For more information, please call
Delores MacKay or Bruce Kaufmann
at the recreation office (908) 789-4080.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SIGN OF THE TIMES…Westfield held its annual Christmas tree lighting ceremony last Sunday. Hundreds filled the north
side train station parking lot with one of the biggest crowds yet to see the Christmas tree and Santa Claus. Parents flocked
to take pictures of their children sitting with Santa Claus. As shown above, it was a sign of the times as many used their cell
phones to take the photos.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SEASON’S GREETINGS…The Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC)
had a packed holiday party December 1 at the Northside Trattoria in Westfield.
Pictured, left to right, are: Aretha Slade, WACC Director Allison O’Hara,
WACC Chairman Richard Fromkin and Denise Morrell.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO TOWN…Fun is quite the norm as Santa Claus
comes to Westfield last Sunday night.
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Freeholders Ban Lead Shots
At Lenape Park Skeet Range

By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

New appointments and farewells
were the focus at last Thursday’s
meeting of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

Angela Devanney, Administrator
of the Union County Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund, will be leaving county.
Board members congratulated Mrs.
Devanney for her years of service to
the county.

Mrs. Devanney, who is also wife to
County Manager George Devanney,
will serve as the new Business Ad-
ministrator for the township of Ber-

keley Heights.
Also bidding farewell to the board

was clerk Sharda Badri. Individual
members of the board thanked her for
her service. Nicole Tedeschi, former
Director of Intergovernmental Rela-
tions for Union County, was appointed
as the new Clerk of the Board.

United States Army Private First
Class Stephen Benish of Clark was
honored by the board. Private Benish
was recently killed in action while
serving in Iraq. The board extended
its condolences to the Benish family.

Freeholder Lewis Mingo congratu-
lated Scotch Plains resident Sara
McArdle for achieving a perfect score
of 1600 on the Scholastic Aptitude
Test (SAT). Sara is a senior at Union
County Magnet High School.

In other business the freeholder
board introduced a proposal for ban-
ning lead shot at the Lenape Park
Trap and Skeet Range. The board
also approved several construction
and legal service contracts.

After meeting in executive session,
an ordinance that would ban lead
ammunition at the Lenape Park Trap
and Skeet Range was one of the first
orders of business for the board.

Ralph Lossman, representing the
patrons of Lenape Park, raised some
concerns that the group has with the
ordinance. He submitted a proposal
on the group’s behalf.

“Quite frankly, it’s going to reduce
the patronage,” said Mr. Lossman.
He explained that banning lead shot

WF Council Hears Project Updates;
Discusses Leaf Pickup, FAR Study

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s Westfield Town
Council conference meeting, Town
Engineer Ken Marsh updated the
council on the projects that were com-
pleted this year, as well as a lengthy
discussion on leaf pick-up.

While most of the town’s road pav-
ing projects were completed over the
summer, Clark Street was anticipated
to be finished yesterday.

Mr. Marsh said that the town was
able to continue working because of
the high temperatures that have con-
tinued late into the season.

The repaving of Dorian Road will
wait for next summer, when school is
out and the repaving of Elm Street
will also wait until next year due to
cost problems.

The town is also working on ease-
ment agreements and environmental
permits in order to connect homes on
Springfield Avenue to the town’s
sewer lines. Those homes are the last

in town to be using septic systems.
Mr. Marsh also reported that the

first pass around town to pick up
leaves would be finished yesterday
and a second round should be com-

pleted in two weeks. He said that
because of the high volume of leaves,
the first pass took longer than ex-
pected.

Town Administrator James Gildea
noted that residents who still have
leaves out after the second pass can
call the Department of Public Works
at (908) 789-4100 to schedule a pick-
up.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said
the town needs to looks at a “more
efficient way” of collecting leaves.
He noted that with recent heavy rains,
leaves were a contributing factor in
flooding.

Mr. Marsh said that the starting
date should be more flexible, as this
year the leaves fell earlier than ex-
pected.

Third Ward Councilman and Pub-
lic Works Committee Chairman An-
drew Skibitsky said that his commit-
tee will be “looking at leaf pick up
very aggressively” next year. He also
said that compliance with the new
federal storm water regulations could
be very costly for towns and that the
committee will examine shared ser-
vices.

Continuing on the topic of shared
services, Mr. Gildea told the council
that he met with officials from Scotch
Plains to discuss several cost saving
possibilities.

Mr. Gildea reported that they will
continue to meet, but had a good
discussion on sharing bulky waste
pick up costs, recycling costs and tree
service costs.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said that while it is “very
encouraging” to hear the town talk-
ing about shared services, he said
“We really need to have concerted
efforts with our budgetary con-
straints.” He said that in the past,
shared services have been “done on a
catch as catch can basis.”

The council could approve a new
contract for recycling as early as next
week with Central Jersey for $716,400
for three years. This means the town
would pay $238,800 per year, slightly
less than they are currently paying.
The new contract would also mean
that pickups would take place four
days a week every other week, one
ward per day; unlike the current north
side, south side pick-up schedule.

In other business First Ward Coun-
cilman and Code Review and Town
Property Committee Chairman Sal
Caruana reported to the council that
Town Planner Blaise Brancheu is still
working on a study of Floor Area
Ratios (FAR) around town.

Over the past year, the town has
been analyzing the amount of livable
space versus the size of the properties
in order to look for ways to curb the
building of “McMansions” in neigh-
borhoods where they do not aestheti-
cally fit.

Public Works Committee
Chairman Andrew Skibitsky
said that his committee will
be “looking at leaf pick-up

very aggressively” next year.

Westfield Firefighters Battle
Edgewood Ave. Home Fire

By BENJAMIN B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Friday, December 3, at 6:19
a.m. the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment responded to a structure fire
at 470 Edgewood Avenue. The fire
started on the second floor and
extended into the attic.

The fire caused extensive struc-
tural damage to the attic area.
Cranford was called in for mutual
aid for a fast team, then they re-
sponded to another call  on
Edgewood Avenue.

The fire was brought under con-
trol in approximately 30 minutes.
Two Firefighters where treated for
minor lacerations at the scene.

Deputy Chief Kelly told The
Westfield Leader, “The origin or
the fire was determined to be elec-
trical in nature.”

On Saturday, December 4,
Westfield was called into Scotch

Plains on mutual aid for a struc-
ture fire of a single-family dwell-
ing located at 2518 Johns Street.
The Westfield Fire Department as-
sisted the Scotch Plains Fire De-
partment in extinguishing the fire.

The fire caused considerable
damage to the second floor. No
firefighter injuries were reported.

Westfield also responded for
mutual aid in Cranford on Sun-
day, December 5. Cranford needed
coverage as a result of a funeral
for a Cranford volunteer
firefighter who was killed while
serving in Iraq.

Cranford volunteer firefighter
and Private First Class of the
United States Army Stephen
Benish lost his life from insur-
gent gunfire while on foot patrol
in Iraq. Pfc. Benish joined the
army after 9/11 to serve and pro-
tect the United States.

Westfield Bd. of Ed. Hears Report
On Freshman Transition Activities

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Every freshman at Westfield High
School (WHS) has been taking part
in Ninth Grade Transition activities

according to a report by WHS Stu-
dent Assistance Counselor Maureen
Mazzarese to the Westfield Board of
Education this Tuesday.

The new transition activities in
place at WHS this year are the brain-
child of a committee of students, par-
ents, and WHS staff that met in spring
of this year.

The committee’s goal, according
to Ms. Mazzarese, was to find “what
students need from us to make a
smooth transition from middle school
to high school.”

The group agreed that there were
opportunities to improve the transi-
tion activities at WHS, and suggested
improvements in the areas of com-
munication, personalization, and stu-
dent-to-student contact, specifically
with upperclassmen.

As a result of the group’s recom-
mendations, Ms. Mazzarese, along
with the rest of the WHS Guidance
Department staff expanded on a stu-
dent-led orientation program that be-
gan on a limited basis in the 2003-
2004 school year.

For this year, 108 upperclassmen,
both boys and girls, were assigned to
groups of freshmen in teams of three.

The upperclassmen, called “Tran-
sition Leaders,” went on a two-day
retreat in order to be trained in “facili-
tation skills, mentoring skills, and
practice outreaches,” according to the
report.

Since the beginning of the school
year, the freshmen and upperclass-
men have been meeting for outreach
programs designed to target typical
problems high school freshman con-
front when leaving middle school,

such as stress management.
All the outreach programs are

scheduled during the freshmen’s
physical education periods so as not
to disrupt their adjustment to the aca-
demic rigors of high school.

The outreaches provide “lots of
opportunity for personalization,” said
Ms. Mazzarese.

An outreach consists of “planned
student-to-student contact, structured
outreach activities, and identification
of ninth graders in need of further
assistance,” according to the report.

As part of the project, Ms.
Mazzarese conducted an anonymous
poll asking ninth grade students what

Seneca Place Subdivision Plans to Be Revised,
Planning Board Hearings to Continue in 2005

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Many Seneca Place and surround-
ing neighborhood residents were
present at the December Westfield
Planning Board meeting Monday
evening, where the members were
discussing the proposed major subdi-
vision at 254 Seneca Place.

The applicant, Joseph Buontempo,
is seeking to create two new building
lots from an existing single lot and
create a new single family home on
each of the lots. He also proposes to
build an 18-foot wide access drive
with a 40-foot Right of Way to be
dedicated to Westfield and includes
an extension of utilities on Coleman
Place.

Before testimony began, Robert
Kraus, attorney for the applicant,
stated that the applicant and Engineer
for the project, Edward Dec, had some

new ideas for the subdivision which
included re-configuring the lots and
the proposed right of way.

He stated that the applicant was
open to compromise and was inter-
ested in a “give and take” discussion
regarding the subdivision.

Mr. Kraus stated that Mr.
Buontempo was interested in “talk-
ing through the application and doing

what was is in the best interest of
everyone, not just the developer.”

Seneca Place resident and lawyer,
Tom Walsh objected to the give and
take idea proposed by Mr. Kraus stat-
ing that if the developer had new
plans to submit, then the application
should be re-submitted giving inter-
ested residents ample time to review
the new plans.

Planning Board Chairman Jay
Boyle stated that he didn’t have a
problem having discussions about the
application, but that a decision re-
garding the application would not be
heard until new plans are submitted.

Testifying on behalf of the appli-
cant, Professional Planner Kevin
O’Brien stated that they felt having

Benjamin B. Corbin for The  Westfield Leaader
ON THE JOB...The Westfield Fire Department responded to a house fire at 470
Edgewood Avenue on Friday morning. The fire orignated from the electrical
system and started on the second floor of the home. The fire extended to the attic
before fire fighters could bring it under control.


