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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – On Veteran’s Day,
performances of “The Star Spangled
Banner” and “The Battle Hymn of
the Republic” by the Westfield High
School (WHS) Concert Choir
amazed members of the community
who gathered for the dedication of
the Korean War Memorial built by
Kevin Devaney as part of his Eagle
Scout project.

He added that WHS Principal Dr.
Robert Petix was “very supportive”
of the group’s participation from “an
administrative point of view,” and
that the ensemble even received a
special police escort to attend.

Mathews explained that the WHS
Concert Choir is comprised of ap-
proximately 76 students, who are cho-
sen by audition the year before.

Director of the WHS Choraleers,
Sharon Reynolds, also assists in guid-

ing the concert choir.
Currently, these selected sopho-

mores, juniors and seniors are pre-
paring two concerts for December
during which they will perform
Vivaldi’s “Gloria.” In the spring, the
ensemble is slated to perform
Braham’s Liebes Lieder Waltzes.

“We don’t do a lot of festivals like
other school choirs,” said Mathews.
“I prefer to find places they (stu-
dents) can go and sing as part of a
concert series.” He offered the Cho-

ral Arts Society performances, a con-
cert with the New Jersey Youth Sym-
phony in Princeton two years ago,
and Mid-Day Musicales concerts ar-
ranged by Dr. Barbara Thomson of
the First Congregational Church in
Westfield as examples of such ven-
ues.

“I’m not a big proponent of com-
peting against other school choirs. I
never really saw the purpose in that,”
he said. “I would rather focus on

having the students perform great
music the way the composers meant
it to be performed.”

Before early morning rehearsal at
WHS on November 22, Emily
Greenberg, President of the WHS
Concert Choir, told The Leader/Times
that the ensemble is “not just a choir
and more than just singing during the
first period,” but involves a solid com-
mitment that requires focus and dedi-
cation.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – A solo show for
renowned artist Joanna Wezyk will be
held at Juxtapose Gallery, located at 58
Elm Street in Westfield. Over 25 new
works will be displayed from
Saturday, December 4, to the
end of the year.

The show, Wezyk’s third
at the gallery, will open with
an evening reception for
guests, critics and media rep-
resentatives on December 4
from 4 to 7 p.m.

Providing a portal to times
past, Wezyk recreates lavish
scenes from Polish mansions
and castles, scenes from her
own childhood. Her use of
color, reminiscent of the
French Fauve painters, ex-
cites the stillness of her can-
vas, yet the scenes also con-
vey a sanctity found in the
works of Dutch 17th cen-
tury artist Johannes Vermeer.

Informally titled “From
Krakow to Amsterdam,” the
show will feature paintings
inspired by Polish and Dutch
interiors, landscapes and
florals.

During a recent working
holiday in Europe, Wezyk
visited the hometowns of
many artists whose works
have been influential to her,
including Vermeer’s “Delft,”
Mondrian’s “Utrecht,” and
Rembrandt’s “Laden.”

The show will reflect inspirations
she found there.

Wezyk studied at Krakow Academy
of Fine Arts in Poland, one of the oldest
art schools in Europe. She works al-
most exclusively in oil, depicting a
variety of subjects, including florals,
portraits, still lives, and her favorite,
interiors.

Wezyk has had more than 100 groups
and solo shows. Until recently, she
showed her paintings exclusively in
Soho’s Ambassador Galleries. However,
now, she is represented by a number of
galleries on the East Coast, including
three in New Jersey.

Her works are also part of the perma-
nent collections of both American and
Polish museums.

For more information on Wezyk’s
artwork and a full biography, please
visit www.joannawezykart.com.

Juxtapose is a multimedia gallery

offering original art, custom framing,
art consultation, appraisal and restora-
tion, and unique gifts. The gallery fea-
tures the original oils and watercolors
of Wezyk, Elizabeth Estivalet, Don
Hatfield, Dorothy Ganek and
Emmanuel.

Limited edition lithographs, seri-
graphs, iris graphics and etchings by
Bracha Guy, Claude Fauchere, Daniel
Gerhartz, Marilyn Simandoe, Dorothy
Fagan, Andre Burre and Georgio Ferrari
are also available. Additionally, Juxta-
pose is the area’s exclusive gallery for
Helen Frank’s whimsical etchings.

Juxtapose is open late on Thursday
evenings. For more information on the
gallery or the show, please call Juxta-
pose Gallery Owner Gerri Gildea at
(908) 232-3278.
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Craft Projects, Books, and Patterns

For All the Year ‘Round
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Every Christmas, crafting and cook-
ing go hand in hand – or mitten in
mitten, depending on how cold it is.
Chronicle Books has published mul-
tiple titles related to both interests,
while scrapbooking company
Sassafrass Lass has just released a new
line of products that
make archiving holiday
memories a true joy.

In Lou Siebert
Pappas’ “The Christ-
mas Cookie Deck: 50
Delicious Holiday
Confections,” which is
packaged like a deck of
cards in a keepsake box,
the author details
scrumptious recipes for
traditional and innova-
tive cookies, including
Lebkuchen, Embossed
Macadamia Stars,
Double Butterscotch-
Pistachio Bars and deli-
cate Norwegian Lace
Cookies.

Each study card is
covered with brilliant photographs of
the desserts by Frankie Frankeny, while
the back of the cards feature the recipe,
serving suggestions and
sometimes a nugget of
history.

No matter what
hand you’re dealt, you’ll
always come out a win-
ner, especially if you
bring these tempting
treats to holiday par-
ties.

“The Christmas
Cookie Deck” was pub-
lished by Chronicle
Books in 2004, $13.95.

Being tucked away
on a snowy evening will
not induce boredom if you own “52
Christmas Activities” by Lynn Gor-
don (Chronicle Books, 2004, $6.95).
A whimsical snowman graces the cover
of this deck of activities, which in-
cludes instructions for crafting clay
bells, cookie paint, a mini snowstorm,
Advent calendar, glitter angel and gra-
ham cracker cottage.

Scrapbooking company Sassafras
Lass has presented The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times with a generous pack
of its new Jingle Bell Rock and Teal
Appeal line of archival products. Pre-
serving Christmas photos and memo-
rabilia has never been more festive
with the sturdy cardstock, die-cuts,
alphabet stickers and transparent
Jingles stickers. Everything is retro
with these folks. Jingle Bell Rock in-
cludes red, burgundy, green, and Teal
Appeal boasts white or turquoise, gray,

white and silver.
Author Sara Perry begins

“Christmastime Treats: Recipes and
Crafts for the Whole Family”
(Chronicle Books, 1999, $14.95) with
a personalized introduction about the
holidays, as well as tips for cooking
and crafting with kids.

Perry invites readers to try their
hands at crafting
decoupage Christmas
balls, a Frosty the
Snowman snowdome,
as well as sugar n’ spice
coconut snowballs to
munch on while sip-
ping Christmastime
Chai or spiced cran-
berry-apple cider. Best
of all, those winter
mornings will be deli-
cious if you drizzle
some jamberry maple
syrup on gifts-from-
the-griddle pancakes.
Yummy.

“ H o m e m a d e
Christmas: Creative
Crafts for Santa’s
Elves” (Chronicle

Books, 2003, $9.95) features a super-
unique built-in pouch bursting with
metallic and decorative papers to use

in projects such as the
recommended festive
family albums, photo
frames or celebration
invitations.

Shiny Bright Star
Soaps, one of the nic-
est projects in this
book, can be assembled
in a decorative tin pail
and wrapped with a
colorful holiday ribbon
for ideal gift giving.
Whip up a batch of the
soaps and freshen
someone’s day.

Finally, bakers and chefs (new and old)
will find endless ideas in “Season’s Greet-
ings: Cooking and Entertaining for
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s”
by Marlene Sorosky, with photography by
Geoffrey Nilsen. The book costs $19.95.

While it is a little late for Thanksgiv-
ing, test these out year-round for next
year’s feast: Gingerbread-Yam Pudding,
Orange-Chutney Glazed Cornish Hens
with White and Wild Rice Stuffing,
Pumpkin-Praline Cheese Tart. What
about those leftovers? Try the Thai-
Inspired Turkey Salad.

Some of the book’s best Christmas
recipes are Shrimp with Vodka Dip,
Oyster Chowder, Chocolate Mousse
Ice Cream Ball, Cranberry Daiquiris,
Steamed Gingerbread Pudding with
Creamy Vanilla Sauce, and Roast
Breast of Turkey with Cranberry-
Green Peppercorn Sauce.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield Glee
Club, under the direction of Thomas
Booth, will perform 80th year concerts
on Saturday, December 4, at 8 p.m. at
Calvary Lutheran Church in Cranford,
and on Sunday, December 5, at 4 p.m. at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield.

George Lachenauer is the piano ac-
companist, while Ken Phillips will add
percussion.

The procession and “Medieval Gloria”
will begin a varied program of seasonal,
sacred, popular music and a touch of
humor with the arrangements of “P.D.Q.
Bach.” The male and female singers will
introduce an arrangement by Booth of
“Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas.”

While the two church locations are
known for good acoustical quality, St.

Paul’s sound has been upgraded after
the church underwent major renova-
tions.

The special artists at each concert
are Carol Bayard and Thomas Booth,
with vocal selections and the popu-
lar audience requests played by
Booth.

The public is invited to attend. In-
terested men, women and student sing-
ers are invited to speak to a Glee Club
member regarding resumed rehearsals
on Monday, January 17.

Tickets for both concerts are avail-
able from members and at the door for
a $15 donation for adults and $12 for
students and senior citizens.

For more information, please call
Dale Juntilla at (908) 232-0673.

NNNNNext ext ext ext ext MMMMMid-Did-Did-Did-Did-Day May May May May Musicalesusicalesusicalesusicalesusicales
ConcerConcerConcerConcerConcert St St St St Slated for Dlated for Dlated for Dlated for Dlated for Dec. 8ec. 8ec. 8ec. 8ec. 8
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield will con-
tinue its Mid-Day Musicales concert
series with a program by soprano
Meredith Hoffmann-Thomson, clari-
netist William Shadel, and pianist Bar-
bara Thomson on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 8, at noon.

These free, half-hour concerts present
professional musicians from the tri-
state area and beyond in classical, jazz,
and world-music performances.

All three performers are well-known
to area audiences.

Hoffmann-Thomson has appeared
as Pamina in The Magic Flute with the
Stony Hill Players, as Ännchen in Der
Freischütz and Laetitia in Menotti’s
The Old Maid and the Thief with New
Jersey Concert Opera, and will appear
with them again this spring as Adele in
Johan Strauss’s Die Fledermaus.

Other operatic roles include Donna
Anna in Don Giovanni in Canada and
Germany, and Anne Truelove in The
Rake’s Progress with Opera McGill.

Hoffmann-Thomson has also ap-
peared as soprano soloist in the Brahms,
Mozart, and Fauré Requiems, Orff ’s
Carmina Burana, the Haydn Lord
Nelson Mass, the Rutter Magnificat,
the Vivaldi Gloria, and the Handel
Messiah. She has performed many re-
citals in the New York Metropolitan
region and Pennsylvania.

Last November, she was the third
prize winner in the Palm Beach Atlan-
tic National Vocal Competition in West
Palm Beach, Fla., and last February, she
received the “Young Artist’s Encour-
agement Award” from the New Jersey
District of the Metropolitan Opera’s
annual National Council Auditions.

This winter, Hoffmann-Thomson, a
graduate of Cranford High School and
McGill University, will participate in
The Sarasota Opera Young Artists’ Ap-
prentice Program in Sarasota, Fla.

Shadel is one of the leading musi-
cians in the New York Metropolitan

area. His performances range from clas-
sical to jazz, commercial to rock. He is
currently principal clarinetist with the
New Jersey State Opera, the Opera at
Florham, the Colonial Symphony, the
Westfield Symphony, and the Deep
Creek Symphony.

He has performed and recorded with
the New York Philharmonic and the
Metropolitan Opera under the direc-
tion of Leonard Bernstein, Pierre Boulez,
Karl Bohm, Eric Leinsdorf and others.
He has performed with Luciano
Pavorotti, Placido Domingo, and
Marilyn Horne.

On Broadway, Shadel has performed
in Merlin, Zorba, Gypsy, Steel Pier, Big
Deal, in Dancin’ as an onstage soloist,
and appeared in a Viennese production
of West Side Story. He has shared the
stage with Henry Mancini, played and
recorded with Glen Campbell, and ac-
companied Johnny Mathis, Perry
Como, Marvin Hamlisch, Maureen
McGovern, Natalie Cole, Rosemary
Clooney, and Tony Bennett.

For many years, Shadel has been the
lead woodwind player at the Garden
State Arts Center. He appeared in a
town Hall recital in New York where
The New York Times critic compared
his performing to that of Kreisler and
Caruso.

Thomson has concertized extensively
in the United States and Europe, and
has been critically acclaimed for her
technique, musicianship, and ability to
communicate. As an organist, she has
performed across the United States and
in Austria, Germany, Holland, France,
Italy, and Yugoslavia.

Her performances have included re-
citals at the Cathedral of Notre Dame
in Paris, the Riverside Church and Trin-
ity on Church Wall Street in New York,
the National Presbyterian Church and
the Kennedy Center in Washington,
D.C., the Sacred Heart Cathedral Ba-
silica in Newark, and the Methuen
Memorial Music Hall in Methuen,
Mass.

Thomson has been a guest soloist for
National Convention of the Associa-
tion of University Composers in Mem-
phis, the Festival Maria Schutz, Aus-
tria, and the Evangelische Friedenskirche
in Vienna. She was a finalist in the
prestigious International Congress of
Organists’ Organ Playing Competition
and has recorded for Spectrum Records,
Voice of America, Radio Bremen (Ger-
many), and Vermont Public Television.

Each concert is followed by a soup
and sandwich luncheon available in the
church’s social hall for $5.

The First Congregational Church is
located at 125 Elmer Street in Westfield.
For more information, please call (908)
233-2494.

Funding for these concerts has been
made possible in part by the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts, Department
of State, a partner agency of the National
Endowment for the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County Di-
vision of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Director Maurice
Moran of Westfield Community Play-
ers (WCP), is holding auditions for
the Agatha Christie murder mystery
Witness for the Prosecution. The open
casting call is for Sunday, December
12, and Tuesday, December 14, at 7
p.m. in the WCP Theater at 1000
North Avenue, West, Westfield.

The show will open at 8 p.m. on
Saturday, March 5, 2005 and con-
tinue on Friday and Saturday eve-
nings, March 11, 12, 18 and 19.

For audition scripts and other infor-
mation, please call Linda Giuditta at
(908) 232-8934.

The principal cast requirements are:
• Leonard Vole, the accused – 30s;
• Romaine Heilger Vole – 30s, a

foreign woman of “great personality,
but very quiet” (German and Cock-
ney accents);

• Janet Mackenzie, Scottish house-
keeper – 50s or older (must affect
accent);

• Sir Wilfrid Robarts, Queen’s Coun-
cil – 30s or older;

• Mr. Meyers, Queen’s Council –
30s or older;

• Greta, Sir Wilfrid’s typist – 30s or
older;

• Carter, Chief Clerk – 30s or older;
• John Mayhew, solicitor — 30s or

older;
• Inspector Hearne – 30s or older;
• Dr. Wyatt, police surgeon – 30s or

older;
• Thomas Clegg, Scotland Yard fo-

rensic assistant – 30s or older;
• Mysterious Other Woman –

blonde, late teens, early 20s;
• Various jurors, guards and barris-

ters.
Several roles will be doubled.
Funding has been made possible in

part by the New Jersey State Council
on the Arts, Department of State, a
partner agency of the National Endow-
ment of the Arts, through a grant ad-
ministered by the Union County Divi-
sion of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.
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SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT – SAGE Eldercare and
the Golden Age Club will present Mu-
sic For All Seasons in concert on Friday,
December 10, at 11 a.m. at the Summit
Recreation Center, located at 100 Mor-
ris Avenue in Summit.

Refreshments will be served and the
program will be open to the public.
Music for All Seasons is a non-profit
organization, the professional musicians
of which promote appreciation of mu-
sic and its role in healing. For more
information, please call Suzanne Lyon
at (908) 273-5550, extension no. 22.

“We got the invitation to perform
from Kevin about a week before the
ceremony,” Choir Director William
Mathews told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

“He came in and asked if he could
have about two or three of the kids
perform,” recalled Mathews. “I asked
him, ‘How about 75?’

Kevin’s mother, Susan, said the
scout was so overwhelmed by the
offer, which, according to Mathews,
fulfills one of the group’s greatest
missions — community outreach.

“At Kevin’s request, we also per-
formed ‘Amazing Grace,” said
Mathews. At the beginning of the
year, he said, the singers practice three
standards: “The Star Spangled Ban-
ner,” “America the Beautiful” and
“God Bless America,” while the
Veteran’s Day version of “The Star
Spangled Banner” sprung from three
different arrangements.
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Lounge, located at 256 South Av-
enue in Fanwood, will host a Drum-
ming Circle Night on Sunday, De-
cember 12, at 7:30 p.m. There is no
cover charge for the event.

For more information on the
lounge’s schedule of events, please
call (908) 490-1234 or visit
www.theinternetlounge.com.
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Whether you are armed with new
recipes or old traditional standbys,
it is time to load up on delicious
holiday desserts. Are you ready?

* * * * * * *
HHHHHomemade Cheesecakeomemade Cheesecakeomemade Cheesecakeomemade Cheesecakeomemade Cheesecake

Make your holiday meals a little
more special by adding a homemade
cheesecake to your dessert menu.
Place 1 ½ pounds of ricotta cheese,
two 8-ounce packages of cream
cheese, 2 cups of sugar, 6 eggs, 1
teaspoon of salt, 6 teaspoons of flour,
1 pint of sour cream and 1 teaspoon
of vanilla into a bowl. Beat on high
speed until all ingredients are mixed
well. Pour into a greased springform
pan which has been wrapped on the
bottom with aluminum foil, and
bake at 325 degrees until top is a
golden brown and cake tester comes
out clean (about 1 ½ hours.) Let cool
before disengaging spring. This
cheesecake actually tastes best if made
two days prior to eating it. Keep it
refrigerated and serve with fresh or
canned fruit.

* * * * * * *
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No time to bake? Try this brownie-
pudding-whipped cream dessert that
can be assembled minutes before it’s
time to eat it. You’ll need store-
bought brownies, two boxes of pre-
made chocolate pudding, canned
cherries and whipped cream (either
freshly made or from a can).
Crumble brownies into bite-sized
bits and place them in the bottom of
a deep, preferably clear, bowl. Spoon
pudding over brownies. Add a layer
of cherries and top with whipped
cream. Continue layering until you
reach the top of the bowl, ending
with whipped cream on top, gar-
nished with a few of the cherries. In
the event you don’t eat every bit of it
before you serve it, tuck it into the
refrigerator for safekeeping until it’s
time to show your guests. This deli-
cious creation can be made fat free if
you use fat-free brownies, fat-free
chocolate pudding made with fat-
free (skim) milk and thawed fat-free
frozen dairy topping.

* * * * * * *
CookiesCookiesCookiesCookiesCookies

It just isn’t Christmas unless I
bake Christmas cookies. This year,
in addition to the traditional spritz,
chocolate chip, peanut butter and
thumb print cookies, I’m going to
be making cookies that contain a
candy surprise inside.

Prepare peanut butter or sugar
cookie dough. Roll dough around an
unwrapped Hershey kiss or other
small piece of candy, like miniature
Snickers bar. Roll until dough com-
pletely covers the candy. Place two
inches apart on ungreased cookie
sheet and bake at 350 degrees until
the bottom of the cookie turns golden
brown. If you haven’t time to prepare
any dough, those prepared rolls of
cookie dough also work well. Leave a
few of these out for Santa, and he’s
sure to leave you something special
in your Christmas stocking!

* * * * * * *
Whether you favor tradition or

modern convenience there are many
ways to add delicious holiday des-
serts to your table. And don’t count
the calories. Allow yourself to honor
the holiday spirit by enjoying sea-
sonal specialties without worrying
about your diet. After all, isn’t that
what New Year’s resolutions are for?


