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Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The debut concert of the BBBBBea-ea-ea-ea-ea-
con Hcon Hcon Hcon Hcon Hill Jill Jill Jill Jill Jazz Eazz Eazz Eazz Eazz Ensemblensemblensemblensemblensemble will take
place on Friday, December 10, 8
p.m. at the Watchung Arts Center.
The nine-member group, complete
with a vocalist, is led by local tenor
and baritone saxophonist Marty
Eigen, and was formed earlier this
year to play the music of the Dave
Pell Octet. The center is located on
the circle in Watchung, at 18
Stirling Road. Admission is lim-
ited to the first 100 seats sold at
$13 each. Call (908) 753-0190 or
e-mail WACenter@aol.com.

* * * * * * *
BBBBBlue lue lue lue lue VVVVVelvelvelvelvelvetetetetet isn’t just the name

of a cult-film, but a hit tune from
the 60s by Bobby Vinton. Even if
it’s been awhile since you’ve lis-
tened to the music, you can still see
this legend in concert. The Union
County Arts Center in Rahway
will feature the crooner on Friday,
December 3, at 8 p.m. See the man
Billboard magazine calls the “most
successful love singer of the ‘Rock-
Era.’” If you’re quick, there may
still be tickets. Call (732) 499-
8226. Prices range from $50 to
$65.

* * * * * * *
Frelinghuysen Arboretum is fea-

turing a holiday treat for the entire
family this season. GGGGGingerbringerbringerbringerbringerbreadeadeadeadead
WWWWWonderland onderland onderland onderland onderland is     the     “sweetest and
most charming creations” by pro-
fessional pastry chefs, some a bit
out of the ordinary, and you can
see them all through Sunday, De-
cember 12. Although admission is
free, the suggested donation is $1.
The arboretum is located at 53
East Hanover Avenue in Morris
Township, and information is avail-
able by calling (973) 326-7600.
No tasting the display.

* * * * * * *
The Jewish Community Center

of Central New Jersey’s Scotch
Plains campus will present a FFFFFam-am-am-am-am-
ily Hily Hily Hily Hily Hanukkah Fanukkah Fanukkah Fanukkah Fanukkah Festivestivestivestivestival al al al al on Sun-
day, December 5, from 2 to 4 p.m.
Make a Hanukkah present for
someone on your list, taste the
famous JCC latkes, and see a thrill-
ing magic show by area illusionist
Brad Ross. It’s $6 for adults and $9
for kids. Call (908) 889-8800 or e-
mail info@jccnj.org for more in-
formation. The JCC is located at
1391 Martine Avenue. The snow
date is December 12.

* * * * * * *
The annual Christmas Christmas Christmas Christmas Christmas TTTTTrrrrreeeeeeeeee

Lighting and NLighting and NLighting and NLighting and NLighting and Naturaturaturaturature Ce Ce Ce Ce Craft Sraft Sraft Sraft Sraft Shohohohohowwwww
will be held on Sunday, December
5, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
Watchung Stables. Santa arrives at
1 p.m. to listen to your holiday
dreams, the county tree will be lit
at 5 p.m., and special gifts will be
available for purchase at the craft
show. All items are either made
from natural materials or are na-
ture-themed. There will also be a
variety of entertainment, activi-
ties, and refreshments. The event
takes place, rain or shine. There is
no admission fee, but bring along
some canned goods or unwrapped
toys for donation to area charities.
Watchung Stables is located at 1160
Summit Lane in Mountainside.

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Members of the
Musical Club of Westfield will offer
their Annual Holiday Concert on
Wednesday, December 8, at 1 p.m. in
the First Baptist Church, located at
170 Elm Street in Westfield.

Soprano Sandra Smith, accompanied
by Carolle-Ann Mochernuk and Paul
Kueter on piano, will sing “O Leave Your
Sheep, a poem by A.R. with music ar-
ranged by Cecil Hazelhurst. She will also
perform “Velvet Shoes” by Randall Th-
ompson, “Stopping By Woods on a Snowy
Evening,” based on Robert Frost’s poem
with music by Ann Mac Donald Dien.

Other performances by Smith include
“I Wonder As I Wander,” the Appalachian
Carol by John Jacob Niles and Lewis
Henry Horton, as well as “The Carol of
the Birds,” based on a poem by K.M.
Warburton with music by Eric Thiman.

The following Chip Davis arrange-
ments will be performed by Mary Beth
McFall on piano: “Greensleeves,” “In Dulci

Jubilo” and “The Holly and The Ivy.”
Mochernuk and Kueter will perform

“Masquerade Suite,” arranged by
Kueter and composed by Aram
Khachatourian: Waltz, Romance, Ma-
zurka and Galop. They will also per-
form Kueter’s “A Holiday Pastiche.”

The evening’s Program Chairwomen
are Barbara Krause and Rosemarie
Gilman, with Hospitality Chairwoman
Dariel Belcher and Hospitality
Committeeperson Edna Borchers.

New membership is welcome. For
more information, please call Evelyn
Bleeke at (908 232-2173.

MMMMMessiah Community Sessiah Community Sessiah Community Sessiah Community Sessiah Community Singinginginging
SSSSSet bet bet bet bet by Choral Ary Choral Ary Choral Ary Choral Ary Choral Art St St St St Societyocietyocietyocietyociety

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc. will host its
annual Messiah Community Sing on
Friday, December 10, at 8 p.m. at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church, 1600
Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

James Little, Musical Director of the
Society, will conduct the Handel ora-
torio. Audience members are invited to
bring scores and join in the singing of
both choruses and solo selections or
simply come and listen.

Admission is $10 at the door, where
scores may be borrowed for the evening.

Little has previous experience accom-
panying and directing the Messiah Com-
munity Sing. In addition to his duties as
the society’s director, he has been the
organist and choirmaster of Calvary Epis-
copal Church in Summit since 1983.

He has held similar positions at
Mountainside’s Community Presbyte-
rian Church. At Calvary Church, he
directs an adult choir, two youth choirs
and the Calvary Concert Series.

The Messiah Community Sing will
also feature the talents of organist Trent
Johnson. At the First United Method-
ist Church in Westfield, Johnson serves
as organist and choir director.

Additional Choral Art Society con-
certs for the 2004-2005 season will in-

clude a performance of George Frederick
Handel’s Dixit Dominus and John
Rutter’s Birthday Madrigals on Saturday,
January 15, 2005 at 8 p.m. at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, located on
Mountain Avenue and East Broad Street.

Dixit Dominus is a lively and beau-
tiful work scored for strings, continuo,
chorus and soloists. The Birthday Mad-
rigals compose a suite with texts drawn
from the “madrigal era” by Shakespeare,
John Wilbye, Raleigh and others.

The Choral Art Society’s spring con-
cert will include Luigi Cherubini’s Re-
quiem in C Minor on Saturday, May
14, at 8 p.m. at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

For tickets or further information,
please call (908) 654-3260.

WWWWWinnie the Pinnie the Pinnie the Pinnie the Pinnie the Pooh Gooh Gooh Gooh Gooh Gang to Sang to Sang to Sang to Sang to Startartartartar
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD — The Cranford
Dramatic Club (CDC) will present
Winnie the Pooh: A Christmas Carol
for its annual Children’s Theatre the
weekend of December 10 to 12.

Pooh will perform the parts of the
Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present, and
Future as he visits Rabbineezer Scrooge
and takes him on a journey that changes
him forever. Along the way, children
will meet Jacob Meeyorley, Tigger
Cratchet, Kanga Cratchet, Piggy Tim,
and Owl Fezziwig as they help
Rabbineezer learn the true meaning of
the holidays.

Sandi Pells and Mike Marcus, both
longtime CDC members, direct the
production. Musical director Paul
Farinella wrote the music and lyrics for
the show. Paul Whelihan wrote the
book for the show, which was origi-
nally produced at the Forum Theater

in Metuchen. Elizabeth Howard and
Art Kusiv are producers.

The role of Pooh is handled by Bill
Chamis and Jake Forrestal plays Chris-
topher Robin. CDC veterans John
Duryee, Kevin Kessler, Madge Wittel,
Alan Gershenson, Marc Ricci and Debby
Bassin round out the cast of Pooh’s pals.

Performances will be held on Friday,
December 10, at 7:30 p.m., Saturday,
December 11, at 1:30, 4:30 and 7:30
p.m. and Sunday, December 12, at 1:30
and 4:30 p.m.

Tickets are $8 for all ages and can be
reserved at (908) 276-7611 or at
www.cdctheatre.org, and are general
admission. Tickets will also be avail-
able at the door.

The theater is located at 78 Winans
Avenue in Cranford, off Centennial Av-
enue near Exit 136 of the Garden State
Parkway.

The senior added, “The teachers
are extremely professional and helpful
in driving us to prepare for the fu-
ture.”

Choir newcomer and sophomore
Chloe Zeitounian added that last year,
when she was a member of the fresh-
man chorus, she always admired the
excellence of the WHS Concert Choir
and hoped to be a part of it someday.

“In some cases,” she said, “when
you work hard you might lose your
love of something, but that’s not the
case with the Concert Choir. You work
hard at it and you only love it more.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

Concert Choir
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD – The Ninth Annual
“Music in a Sacred Place” concert series will
kick off with an Advent program by the
Adult Choir of Trinity Episcopal Church
on Sunday, December 12, at 4 p.m. The
church is located at North and Forest Av-
enues in Cranford.

Each performance will be followed by a
reception in Sherlock Hall. A $10 donation
is suggested.

The Evensong presentation is of a can-
tata by Dietrich Buxtehude entitled “Re-
joice, Beloved Christians.”

The following performers are scheduled
during the 2004-2005 season, with con-
certs held on Sundays:

• January 16, at 4 p.m. – vocalist Richard
Hobson;

• February 6, at 4 p.m. – Yale Spizzwinks,
the second oldest a cappella singing group
in the nation will entertain with varied

vocal offerings;
• March 13, at 4 p.m. – Trinity’s Choir

will mark the Lenten season with choral
meditations on the Passion.

• April 10, at 4 p.m. – Mark Trautman of
New Brunswick will offer an organ recital.

• May 1, at 4 p.m. – The Plainfield
Girlchoir of Grace Church, under the di-
rection of Domecq Smith, will perform.

The series will close with Trinity’s annual
Strawberry Festival and Pops Benefit Con-
cert, celebrating its 10th year, on Sunday,
June 5, at 3 p.m. The concert will be held
in Sherlock Hall. Homemade ice cream
and shortcake with fresh strawberries will
be served.

The non-profit, self-supporting concert
series relies on the generosity of its patrons.
For more information, please call the church
at (908) 276-4047 or visit
www.trinitychurchcranford.com.

Don’t forget to leave room in your
tummy for the New Year’s Feast, be-
cause “Season’s Greetings” has reci-
pes for Scrambled Eggs with Goat
Cheese, Rocky Road Cola Bars for
the kiddies sitting up, waiting for the
ball to drop, Puffed Eggnog Pancake
for the morning after, and Frozen
Oreo Fudge Squares.

It’s okay. You can start your diet in
2005.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

Queen of Arts
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sym-

phony Orchestra (WSO) will celebrate
New Year’s Eve this year with Music of
the Night!, a concert showcasing the
Broadway music of Andrew Lloyd
Webber and Stephen Sondheim, at 7
p.m. on Friday, December 31, at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield, lo-
cated at 140 Mountain Avenue.

The concert will highlight selections
from the Lloyd Webber hits Phantom
of the Opera, Evita, Sunset Boulevard,
Aspects of Love, and Jesus Christ Su-
perstar. Sondheim shows featured in
the concert will include Sweeney Todd,
Company and A Little Night Music.

Singers from the New York stage,
including Marguerite Willbanks, Shelly
Watson, Taylor Hargrave and Zeffin
Quinn Hollis, will perform.

David Wroe, WSO Music Director
& Conductor, said, “Lloyd Webber
and Sondheim – two giants of the
contemporary Broadway musical –
interpreted by seasoned stars hot off

SPFHS BSPFHS BSPFHS BSPFHS BSPFHS Black Slack Slack Slack Slack Student Utudent Utudent Utudent Utudent Unionnionnionnionnion
PPPPPlans Olans Olans Olans Olans Once on this Ince on this Ince on this Ince on this Ince on this Islandslandslandslandsland

SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — Once on
this Island, a musical based on Hans
Christian Anderson’s tale of the Little
Mermaid, will be presented by the stu-
dents of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) on Friday and Sat-
urday, December 10 and 11, at 8
p.m. in the high school auditorium.

The musical is sponsored by the
school’s Black Student Union (BSU),
produced by its advisor Norma Paige
and is being directed by Keisha Mon-
roe, an alumna of SPFHS and the
founder of Gipson Girls Performing
Arts Academy, based in Plainfield.

Once on this Island’s theme high-
lights the art of storytelling, and the
way different people and cultures use
their stories to convey their beliefs.
The story told on stage is that of the
young girl, Ti Moune. Raised by poor
peasants, she falls in love with a mem-
ber to the island’s upper class. She
leaves her home and traditions to
follow her dream and finds both love
and disappointment.

The show’s book and lyrics are writ-
ten by Lynn Ahrens, with music by
Stephen Flaherty, the creative team be-
hind Ragtime and Seussical.

Once on this Island is set in the
French Antilles, and the musical score
is characteristic of the lively rhythms of
the Caribbean.

The upbeat dance numbers will be
performed by the SPFHS Raider Dance
Team, choreographed by Gipson.
Musical coaching is assisted Brenda
Kay-Kucin.

Members of the cast include the sto-
rytellers Denise Horne, Danielle Porter,
Amber Sizemore and Ashley Gonzales.
Rolanda Franklin is Ti Moune, with
Troy Morgan and Danielle Wyatt as her
father and mother. The gods and god-
desses that influence events are por-
trayed by Emily Everson, Cara Hurley,
Clarissa Lyons and Kashari Slaughter.

The SPFHS Black Student Union is
an organization that strives to promote
cultural enrichment, discussion of con-
temporary issues, supplemental aca-

demic experiences and social enjoy-
ment for its members.

Once on This Island is the third the-
atrical endeavor of the BSU. The first
production was Raisin in 1999 and was
followed by The Wiz a year later.

Paige explained, “By providing an
opportunity for BSU members to per-
form in these shows, students are intro-
duced to the world of musical theatre
within the context of their own culture
and offer a chance to experience what
is a new creative art for some.”

Over the past 15 years that Paige has
been the organizations advisor, the BSU
has offered its members activities such as
tours to historically Black colleges,
Kwanzaa celebrations, cultural dinners
and other events for Black History Month.

Tickets for the performances are $8
and may be purchased from any cast
member or are available at the door.

Amber Sizemore, Ashley Gonzales, Shan-Amber Sizemore, Ashley Gonzales, Shan-Amber Sizemore, Ashley Gonzales, Shan-Amber Sizemore, Ashley Gonzales, Shan-Amber Sizemore, Ashley Gonzales, Shan-
non Gomes and Denise Horne are the story-non Gomes and Denise Horne are the story-non Gomes and Denise Horne are the story-non Gomes and Denise Horne are the story-non Gomes and Denise Horne are the story-
tellers in tellers in tellers in tellers in tellers in Once on this IslandOnce on this IslandOnce on this IslandOnce on this IslandOnce on this Island.....
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD —Registration is
currently underway for the winter
session courses being offered by the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) in Westfield.

The new session of the Music Stu-
dio begins on Monday, January 3, for
private vocal and instrumental les-
sons for children and adults. Thirty-
five professional performers and mu-
sic educators instruct students in a
30-, 45- or 60-minute format. The
Music Studio is open daily from 9
a.m. to 9 p.m., and Saturdays from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m. Additional arrange-
ments can be made for Sunday les-
sons.

Group lessons for children are also
available in the Kids on Keys pro-
gram, which uses the “musique
rapide” method to help children un-
derstand the fundamentals of reading
music. These classes began on No-
vember 30 and December 1 for a 45-
minute, 10-week session and are be-
ing taught by Susannah Marks and
James Lapidus.

In addition to offering vocal and
instrumental instruction, the Music
Studio provides opportunities for area
residents to perform in the Alphorn
Ensemble, the NJWA Concert Band,
the Symphony Orchestra, the String
Ensemble, Strolling Strings, the Full
Count Jazz Band and the Little Op-
era Company of New Jersey.

Kids ‘n’ Arts, for children ages three
to five, offers sessions on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays or Thursdays, beginning
on Tuesday, January 4, at 9:30 a.m. or
12:30 p.m. These two-hour classes,
taught by Valerie Pineda and Diane
Burkam, focus on encouraging stu-
dents to express their talents in art,
music and drama.

Creative Art Classes, also taught by
Burkam, will begin on Saturday, Janu-
ary 8, for 10 weeks. Students in kinder-
garten and first grade will attend at 9
a.m., second to fourth graders at 10
a.m., fifth to seventh graders at 11 a.m.
and seventh to ninth graders at noon.

A new course being offered at the
Workshop this winter is Knitting and
Crocheting. Classes start on January
8 at 1 p.m. for children over the age of
10, and at 2 p.m. for adults. The
instructor for this course is Janet
Hrindo, Arts and Crafts II depart-
ment chair at the Westfield Summer
Workshop.

The Musical Theater Workshop,
directed by veteran Broadway actor
Juan Pineda, will begin on Thursday,
January 13, and run for 10 sessions,
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Intended for
students ages 10 to 18, this course
will focus on scene preparation, audi-
tion and performance preparation,
solo and ensemble work and acting
training.

The Westfield Fencing Club will
start its winter session on Wednesday,
January 5, at 6:30 p.m. for beginners
and 7:30 p.m. for intermediate fenc-
ers. Saturday classes begin at 9 a.m.
on January 8 for beginners and 10
a.m. for intermediate students.
Coaches include Ron Margulis, Paul

Damiani, Charles Dooley and Bruce
Rachman.

For information on any of these
programs, please call (908) 789-9696
or visit the NJWA office at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield.

the Broadway stage is, for me, the
perfect way to usher in the New Year.
This concert has become a music event
eagerly anticipated by much of central
New Jersey. I will be honored to share
New Year’s Eve with so many enthusi-
astic music-theatre lovers.”

WSO Executive Director Nicole
DeNigro stated, “We recommend that
people purchase their tickets early. This
is a very popular concert. It sells out
every year and every year some people
are disappointed when they aren’t able
to get tickets at the last minute.”

Tickets are $25 for general admission
and $50 for preferred seating. Concert
tickets may be purchased directly from
the WSO by calling (908) 232-9400 or
visiting the office at 224 East Broad
Street, Westfield. General admission tick-
ets for $25 each are also available at the
following WSO ticket outlets: Lancaster,
Ltd. and The Town Book Store, both of
Westfield, Martin Jewelers in Cranford,
and Beautiful Things in Scotch Plains.

POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 POPCORNS

Anyone who says they can figure out the
clues in National Treasure before third gen-
eration scavenger hunter Benjamin Franklin
Gates (Nicolas Cage) explains them to us
piecemeal is either clairvoyant or a big liar. But
then in all fairness, don’t go entirely by me.
The slightest complication in the assembly
instructions of an IKEA coffee table will send
me out of the room crying.

So it follows that any sleuth tale requiring
more than the tracking of a breadcrumb trail
puts me philosophical. Imagining myself to
sound like Rex Harrison’s Professor Henry
Higgins, I rhetorically inquire: Why do some
folks thrill so in the serpentine challenge of
signs, hints and secret codes? Having still not
figured out the meaning of life, I’ve more than
enough on my plate. But enough about me.

There is the less curmudgeonly filmgoer to
consider. So as this movie’s cockamamie leg-
end has it, when they weren’t too busy fight-
ing the British, the Founding Fathers man-
aged to amass and hide an extraordinary sum
of booty, first discovered and passed on to
them by the Knights Templar. That’s curious
in itself. You see? Good thing I wasn’t one of
them. What treasure? I’d probably still be
back in the cabin churning butter. I can’t look
for treasure. How about that tallow I still have
to make? Boy, some Revolutionaries have the
life.

Nonetheless, see this movie and at long last
you’ll know what that eye in the pyramid on
our money means, what the Masons have to
do with the birth of this nation, and what’s
behind all those other historical rumors. Or at
least that’s what the trailers for director Jon
Turteltaub’s adventure yarn would lead you
to believe. Not!

More likely, you’ll have a new query to add
to your list of nagging unknowns. How could
the filmmakers construct such a convoluted
plot, pepper it with intricacies galore, land it in
the most elaborate of sets and still manage to
leave us just as confused as when we started?

Working from a story first penned by Jim
Kouf and written for the screen by Cormac
Wibberley, the director merely takes all the
questions, tosses them into a feature-length
blender he calls a film, and then simply poses
them again. Hence, while our interest in this
greatest, most profound secret of them all may
indeed be piqued by National Treasure’s re-
gilding of the various legends, what we’re
presented with is a rather typically outlandish
adventure yarn.

Mixing a little touch of Indiana Jones with
just a smattering of that spirit of 1776 gives us
the character of Benjamin Franklin Gates.
And true to form despite all the movie’s
inconsistencies and far-flung theories, Nicolas
Cage is somewhat of a saving grace.

Oh, he’s been much better. But all the
same, whether passionate for opera and Cher,
as was his baker in the enchanting Moon-
struck (1987), or gung-ho as the patriot per-
sonified in this mediocre variation on an
Easter egg hunt, he remains comfortably cred-
ible. Oxymoronic as it may sound, even his
flimflam man in Matchstick Men (2003)
convinces us that he sincerely believes in what
he’s doing. He is an engaging presence.

Thus, although he is completely surrounded
by pretend history, Cage’s Ben Gates strikes
us as an altruist worth following. Which we
do, from clue to clue, as he and his cohorts
attempt to unearth the fabled fortune whilst
also keeping the Declaration of Independence
from falling into evil hands.

You see, one of the keys to the plunder may
or may not be written on the back of said
document. And Ben’s former partner in the
pursuit of antiquarian relics, having of late
switched his allegiance to the dark side, isn’t
beneath filching the parchment to see what it
says on the flip side.

So, Yankee ingenuity being what it is, Ben
has no option but to steal the document
before the scurrilous Ian (Sean Bean) beats
him to it. Maybe it’s because Ben quotes them
so well. But we’re sure Jefferson et al would
have approved of his plan…you know, when
in the course of human events.

But skip all that for a moment. The film has
no problem doing so as it relegates the history
stuff to convenient window dressing. The
caper is the real thrust, producer Jerry
Bruckheimer style. It was Bruckheimer who
said, “We are in the transportation business.
We transport viewers from one place to an-
other.” So they roll out the computer for some
Mission Impossible type derring-do, make
with the gunplay, and even toss in a few car
chase scenes. Oh, John Adams, thou hast
crossed a double line.

There are occasional pauses for
pontification, usually coming from Ben in the
form of some historic confection meant to
advertise the length and breadth of his knowl-
edge. Sometimes it’s even accurate.

Now, with all due deference to Clio, the
Muse of history, fiction-laced accounts of the
past as an instructional device can be fun, as
well as an effective tool for stirring an appre-
ciation for the noble discipline. Witness Rob-
ert Lawson’s children’s book, Ben and Me
(1939), incidentally also produced by Disney
as an animated film in 1953. It’s an eyewitness
account of the inventor-patriot’s life as told by
a mouse residing in Dr. Franklin’s three-
cornered hat.

Witty and wise, if memory serves it’s a
perfect example of historic license put to
legitimate purpose. Much less perfect, mostly
because it lacks a genuine, inviting sense of
whimsy to match its fanciful premise, Na-
tional Treasure’s stretching of the truth gets to
be a bit of a gimmicky nuisance.

Illustrating the movie’s sophomoric pen-
chant for making far-fetched connections and
venturing a symbolic meaning at just about
every juncture, Ian Howe is British, same as
this country’s original bad guys. He even
shares a surname with one of King George’s
generals. Our hero, on the other hand, bears
the same last moniker as Colonial General
Gates. Get it, get it?

That’s about all I get. No real problem,
though. While Ben and his two sidekicks,
goofy techno genius Riley Poole (Justin Bartha)
and the pulchritudinous Abigail Chase (Diane
Kruger), recently acquired document expert
from the National Archives, proffer these
harebrained associations ad nauseam, you have
a choice. Take them seriously and risk being
considered a fool by most of society. Or,
simply subtract all the pretentious gobbledy-
gook they’ve managed to wrap in the Ameri-
can flag and go with the flow.

That’s right. Just look at the pictures. See it
for the formulaic action flick that it is. Who’s
to stop you? It’s a free country. And if Ben
Gates and company are successful in their
mission, we’ll still have written proof of it.

* * * * * * *
National TreasureNational TreasureNational TreasureNational TreasureNational Treasure, rated PG, is a Buena

Vista Pictures release directed by Jon
Turteltaub and stars Nicolas Cage, Diane
Kruger and Sean Bean. Running time: 100
minutes.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Elizabeth Engel, 14,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Laurence
Engel of Westfield, will dance the lead role
of Clara in the New Jersey Dance Theatre
Ensemble’s production of The Nutcracker.

This full-length ballet, set to the
music of Peter Tchaikovsky and cho-
reographed by Nancy Turano, features
both ensemble dancers aged seven to
19 and adult dancers from world-re-
nowned dance companies and schools.

Elizabeth is a freshman at Westfield
High School. She trains with the New
Jersey Dance Theatre Ensemble under the
artistic direction of Turano, in both their
year-round program of technique classes
and in their summer intensive program.

She has previously danced the roles
of Bon Bon, Soldier, Angel, Arch An-
gel, Chinese, Party Girl and Garland.

In The Nutcracker, Elizabeth is
joined by Westfield dancers Allison
Ammermuller, Jennifer Lane, Allison
Sharkey and Megan Sharkey.

The New Jersey Dance Theatre En-
semble, in conjunction with the East
Brunswick Education Foundation, in-
vites audiences to attend this 35th an-
nual presentation of The Nutcracker.

Performances will be held at 1 and
4:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 11,
at East Brunswick High School, 380
Cranbury Road in East Brunswick.

Tickets for general admission are
$17 each, while senior citizens and
children under 10 will be admitted for
$14. Tickets for groups of 20 or more
are $12 each.

For tickets or more information,
please call (9732) 254-3233.
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WWWWWAAAAATTTTTCHUNG CHUNG CHUNG CHUNG CHUNG – The Beacon Hill
Jazz Ensemble will bring their distinc-
tive sound to the Watchung Arts Cen-
ter for the first time on Friday, Decem-
ber 10, at 8 p.m. as part of the center’s
jazz series.

The ensemble, which specializes in
the unique octet arrangements created
for renowned saxophonist Dave Pell,
recently expanded to include singer
Julie Schoonmaker.

Two full sets will be included in the
program.

Tickets are $13, which include light
intermission refreshments. Advance
reservations for the limited seating
are strongly suggested. For reserva-
tions, please call (908) 753-0190 and
leave a message outside office hours
(generally 1 to 4 p.m.). Tickets will be
held for pickup and payment at the
door.


