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PALATUCCI, LUDMER LED IN GOALS, ASSIST TOTAL

Lady Blue Devils Turn Disaster
Into Successful Soccer Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defining the Westfield High School
girls soccer team’s season would sim-
ply be put, “a tale of two seasons”.

The Blue Devils, who finished 13-
6-3, had a rocky, 1-3-2 start to begin
the season, but came back well to win
the remainder of their regular-season
games with the exception of an early
loss to Pingry and a tie late in the
season. Their turnaround may have
come before tournament time, but it
became evident with a, 1-0, victory
over Cranford on October 25 and a,
2-2, tie with Scotch Plains-Fanwood
on October 27.

“We started out with a very tough
season – tough teams – from Sep-
tember 11 until October 2. It was a
matter of confidence. I had to put
some girls in some key positions.
They held out and had a nice turn-
around. We were nervous that we
wouldn’t even make it to the play-
offs. We were below 500. We
worked our way back. We lost to
Scotch Plains and tied Cranford
then we came back to tie Scotch
Plains and beat Cranford,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Katie Egan who
added. “The biggest turnaround
came after Pingry. We beat East
Side, which we knew we could win,
but we had a very big win against
Kearny. That was the catalyst that
started our whole winning streak.
Kearny knocked the girls out last
season in the sectional semifinals at
home in the stadium. The girls really
wanted revenge. They played their

hearts out that game.”
The lady Blue Devils made it to the

semifinals of the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT), played in the North
Jersey, Section 2 Group 4 finals and
finished with a 13-6-3 record. In the
UCT, the Blue Devils defeated Lin-
den, 3-0, and third-seeded Union
Catholic, 2-1, before being stopped,
3-0 by then unbeaten, unscored upon
Governor Livingston.

Referring to the Union Catholic
victory, Egan said, “We actually got
the sixth seed, which put us in a very

good position, being the underdog,
really having nothing to lose. We
came out the better team that day.”

In the sectionals, they thumped
Edison, 5-1, and edged Columbia, 2-
1, before being toppled, 3-0, by a
physical Watchung Hills squad.

Instrumental in the great turnaround
was the quiet leadership and apparent
skillful play of Gio Palatucci, who
tied for the team lead in points with
12 – 8 goals, 4 assists.

“She had lethal shot. She was more
of a leader by example on the field.
She worked hard. She made excellent
decisions with the ball. If you don’t

get out of the way with her shot, you
are going to be hurting,” said Egan.
“Her corner kicks, not only are they
good, but they are consistent.”

Senior sweeper Emily MacNeil
was the soul of the backfield but also
scored three goals and had three
assists. Her powerful kicks from the
backfield drastically helped change
the momentum of a game.

“She had an excellent free kick.
She kicked the kicks that were from
far away. She got some goals from
them and also had one from a cor-
ner kick. She managed to play the
long ball and give us a quick transi-
tion,” Egan pointed out.

Senior Aly Ludmer led the team
with nine goals and had three as-
sists. Senior Danni Fried netted six
goals and an assist. Sophomore Erin
McCarthy put in eight goals.

“She is one of the fastest kids on
the team if not the fastest,” said
Egan of McCarthy.
Senior Stephanie Bridgmen con-

tributed two goals and four assists,
senior Megan Kealy had four goals
and senior Lauren Campo had a goal
and three assists. Sophomore Gillian
Kape had a goal and a team-leading
five assists.

“We had very few kids who had
zero points on the season, which is
good because everybody is scoring,
everybody is assisting,” said Egan.

Blue Devil senior Tara O’Donohue
and junior Lauren Sinnenberg shared
the goalkeeping duties and combined
for nine shutouts.

Looking ahead to 2005, Egan said,
“Our biggest strength is going to be
our speed and our experience in goal.
Lauren has played in big games since
she was a sophomore. We are going to
have some inexperience defensively
because we are losing Emily. I am
going to have to shift some people
around but having Lauren in there is
going to be an asset. I am looking to
have a quick passing style because
that will play to our strength.”

WF PAL ‘D’ Grid Kids Gain
Memories at Giants Stadium

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

More than gaining yardage took
place at Giants Stadium in East Ruth-
erford on November 28. Thanks to the
graciousness of Director of Youth Pro-
grams Beth Roche, staff and security
personnel, the Westfield PAL “D” foot-
ball team got the opportunity of a
lifetime by performing during half-
time of the Giants/Eagles game.

Memories were also gained prior
to the game, beginning with the 10
a.m. bus departure from Tamaques
Park in Westfield. Enduring a deluge,
the bus arrived at Giants Stadium
around 10:40 a.m.

Expecting to transfer immediately
to “The Bubble” – a massive domed
enclosure with tables, chairs and tele-
vision screens to view the game –
“Murphy’s Law” came into play. Un-
fortunately for the “D” team, “The
Bubble” was already occupied by an-
other organization and there would
be no vacancy until 1 p.m.

Because of the heavy rain, the 49
PAL youth (ages 10 and 11) in full
uniforms, six coaches, a photogra-
pher and one reporter/photographer
were to be confined to the bus for
more than two hours. It was handled
amazing well despite the anticipation
of their halftime performance.

“It was getting pretty loud and hot,
so I was getting annoyed,” said offen-
sive center Michael Mondon of the

long wait in the bus. Was he concerned
about the rain? “Yes! I was afraid if I
snapped it (the ball) and it slipped,
everybody would get mad at me.”

“We were in the bus for at least two
hours,” said wide receiver Brad
Erickson, who seemed not to be rattled
by the possibility of rain, “I like the
rain but I don’t like being in front of
a billion people.”

“I kept on talking to my friends and
we played some games,” said left
defensive end Michael Carlino. As to
his thoughts of performing at the sta-
dium, he said, “I like to hit the quar-

terback and recover fumbles.”
Anthony Amatucci, who handled

the bus experience well by catching a
snooze, said what he liked best about
his position as a defensive tackle, “I
like to hit people and recover fumbles.”

As promised, 1 p.m. came, “The
Bubble” was available and the “D”
team took that opportunity to view
the first half on the wide TV screens.
Just before halftime, the sun emerged
and the drying process had begun.

At halftime, Westfield PAL “D”
emerged on the field. An offensive
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Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network
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www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Mountainside $739,900 Plainfield                                                        $639,900

Westfield $999,000 Westfield                                                     $1,495,000

Custom bi-level.  This home features 4 bedrooms and 2.1
baths.  Large property, heated in-ground pool, circular drive
& more.  WSF1065

Large custom expanded ranch.  Fabulous home for enter-
taining.  Remodeled kitchen/great room, all new appli-
ances.  WSF0905

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 1-4 PM. 321 FAWN RIDGE DR.
Meticulous split.  4 bedrooms, 3.1 bath, large family room,
patio, deck.  Dir: Mountain Av. east to Fawn Ridge.  WSF0910

Beautiful new construction with all the expected ameni-
ties of B&G Properties.  Overlooks pocket park.  Call for
details.  WSF0573

First of 5 nearly completed 12 room., 5,000 sq. ft. Victori-
ans.  Elegant foyer, gourmet kitchen, two master suites.
WSF0328

Quality crafted new construction on quiet cul de sac of-
fering many wonderful features.  Call for more details.
WSF0174

Scotch Plains                                                 $580,000

Scotch Plains                                              $1,450,000

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HITTING THE BIG TIME AT GIANTS STADIUM…The Westfield PAL “D” offense and defense mix it up and got roars
from the crowd of 76,000 people at Giants Stadium.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NERVOUS ANTICIPATION…The Westfield PAL “D” football players and
Coach John Dugan await the end of the first half and prepare to run out of the
chute and onto the field.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
Senior sweeper Emily MacNeil

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A BIG SWIFT KICK…Senior Gio Palatucci, No. 8, had a very powerful kick.
Palatucci scored eight goals and had four assists.


