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LaFORGE HITS SMITH WITH 2 TOUCHDOWN PASSES

Raiders Gobble Turkey, Stun
Minutemen Gridders, 13-12

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hurt but hungry “Wild Dogs” be-
came very dangerous and the 11th
ranked Elizabeth High School foot-
ball team eventually realized it when
host Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
emerged with a 13-12 upset victory
on Thanksgiving Day.

Senior quarterback Dan LaForge
(7 carries, 8 yards) completed 11 of
26 passes for 170 yards, including
respective touchdown (TD) passes of
20 yards and 61 yards to senior wide
receiver/safety Sean Smith. Senior
kicker Mike Baumwoll converted the
tie breaking PAT in the fourth quarter.

“We beat a very, very good football
team. I watched them on film and they
scared me all week. Maybe they’re
better than us, but they weren’t a better
team than us today,” said Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “Our kids
made me feel proud because how hard
they play and never give up. That is
what’s so good about this group. De-

fensively, I thought we played pretty
good except in the beginning with
those two long runs. Athletically, you
have to earn everything you get and
they did it. They earned it and they feel
good about themselves. It’s like Christ-
mas when you have little kids and they
have happy faces.”

Wide receiver Colin Weber hauled
in six passes for 75 yards and senior
captain Mike DiNizo had three re-
ceptions for 14 yards. The 6-5 Raid-
ers totaled 33 yards rushing on 24
carries. Lakiem Lockery and Nick
Giannaci each rushed for 13 yards.
The 9-2 Minutemen were held to 79
rushing yards but had first quarter

touchdowns by Antoine Thompson
and Gary Warren.

“As seniors we knew this was our
last game and we had to come out
strong. This is all we have and we
wanted to come out on top,” said Tri-
Captain Marc Fabiano. “We came out
slow and down in the first half but we
knew we could come back. Elizabeth
is a great team with many weapons,
but we were able to put pressure on
their quarterback, forced them to make
mistakes and shut them down. Smith,
the linemen, Justis Evans, DiNizo,
LaForge, Lockery, everybody,
stepped up and did their job.”

DELDUCA RUSHES 64 YDS; DOWLING, FINNE SACK

Cardinals Rip Westfield, 40-0
In 100th Football Showdown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Turkey was going to be much tastier
for running back Aaron Hale and his
Cardinal teammates when the
Plainfield High School football team
ripped Westfield, 40-0, at Hub Stine
Field in Plainfield on Thanksgiving
Day in the 100th showdown between
the two foes, which dates back to
1900.

The 40-0 drudging was the most
points scored by one team since
Westfield won 42-25 in 2000 and the
most lopsided victory since Westfield
Head Coach Gary Kehler’s 1969 and

1970 teams won 45-0 and 49-6, re-
spectively. Under Kehler, the Blue
Devils also won 34-0 in 1976 and 38-
0 in 1977. In 1917, Plainfield blanked
Westfield, 39-0. They also beat
Westfield, 38-7, in 1996.

Hale, who scored the first three
touchdowns, carried 21 times for 110
yards, which included touchdown
runs of five yards, four yards and one
yard, respectively. The 5-5 Cardinals
had 146 total yards in the first half
and had only 85 rushing yards in the
second half, but all of their four touch-
downs in the second half were set up
by Blue Devil fumbles.

The 1-9 Blue Devils totaled only
28 yards (19 rushing, 9 passing) in
the first half but came back to record
104 yards on the ground and three
yards in the air in the second half.
Senior halfback Tom DelDuca car-
ried 11 times for 64 yards, including
38 yards on a fake reverse that set up
his team’s only scoring opportunity,
and also had a six-yard reception.
Senior tight end Bryan Power had a
16-yard run on a reverse that would
later help set up DelDuca’s fake. Se-
nior linebackers Marc Dowling and
Mike Finne recorded an eight-yard

MARY SHASHATY WAS THE LEADER OF THE PACK

Raider XC Girls Established
Themselves as County Elite

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Much has changed in two years for
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls cross-country team. Prior
to 2003, the Raiders were among the
many victims of the always-strong
Westfield cross-country girls. This
season, however, the Raider girls
brought home their biggest trophy
ever, the Union County (UC) Cham-
pionship.

The Raider girls, who snapped the
Blue Devils’ dual meet winning streak
at 88 and nine-year reign as Watchung
Conference (WC) champions last
year, also repeated as WC champions
and finished the regular season, 9-0.
But the UC title was the prize.

“It was both a tremendous feeling
and a huge relief,” said Raider Head
Coach Jeff Koegel. “I have come in
second six times in my previous seven
years (twice with the girls and four
times with the boys). I think this year
was the first year that I really went
home from this meet satisfied. I had
the individual boys’ county cham-
pion in 2000, 2001 and 2003, but
could never quite get the team title.
My boys lost by seven points in 2000
and two points in 2001, and my girls
lost by four points last year. Last year,
we went in as the favorite, but we
didn’t get the job done. These chances
don’t come around very often, and
one of our main goals for the entire
season was to win the county cham-
pionship.”

Two years ago, the Raiders came in
sixth, and were not a factor. This
season, “We had nine girls under

21:25. Two years ago in this meet, our
second girl ran 22:13 and our seventh
girl ran 24:15,” said Koegel. “Seven
of the nine girls ran personal records
(PR’s), and all nine ran season bests.
I give the Westfield girls credit. They
really came after us and they ran us
hard to the end. We wanted to make
sure that we beat Westfield straight
up in the scoring, as well as having a
faster top-five average time and beat-
ing them in standard dual meet scor-
ing. We did all three.”

Of the Raiders’ 11 girls, the leader
of the pack was senior Mary Shashaty
who placed third in the UC race at
19:47, a Raider Senior Class Record
for Warinanco Park dual meet course.
Laura Harrison placed seventh with a
PR time of 20:27 (second SPF all-
time). Liz Elko took 10th with a PR
time of 20:32 (fourth SPF all-time).
Sam Gates placed 11th with a PR
time of 20:33 (fifth SPF all-time).
Allie Hoynes-O’Connor finished 16th

The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and The Westfield Leader
thank Raider statisticians: seniors
Erin Gallagher, Elizabeth Stamler
and Jeannette Franzone for their
excellent contribution all season.
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HUNGRY WILD DOGS AFTER TURKEY…The Raider “Wild Dogs” defense smothers a Minuteman running back during
the Thanksgiving Day Classic. The Raiders defeated the Minutemen for the third straight year.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GAINING BIG ON A REVERSE…Blue Devil Bryan Power, No. 15, tears around the left side on a reverse for a 16-yard gain.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAULING IN A PASS…Raider receiver Mike DiNizo, No. 5, had three receptions
for 14 yards against the Minutemen.


