
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, December 2, 2004 Page 11

Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought

WF Bond Information Posted
On TV-36, Web, Newsletter

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education is publishing in-
formation for residents regarding the
school district’s bond referendum that
will be voted on Tuesday, December
14, from 2 to 9 p.m.

Board Facilities Chairwoman Alice
Hunnicutt provides an explanation for
the bond in a presentation taped for
television. It will be broadcast from Tues-
day, November 30, to Tuesday, Decem-
ber 14, on Westfield High School TV-36
on Tuesdays, at 1 and 9 p.m.; Thursdays
at noon and 4 p.m.; Saturdays at noon
and 9 p.m., and Sundays at 2 p.m.

In the 15-minute presentation, Ms.
Hunnicutt includes actual footage
taken of the 18-year old running track
at Kehler Stadium and the worn field,

as well as statistics regarding the in-
crease of young athletes in Westfield.

The school board is asking the pub-
lic to support a new running track and
a synthetic turf field at the stadium to
make better utilization of the field, to
meet the increased demands for field
usage, and to provide a safe surface
on the running track.

Several athletic organizations have
shown their financial support for the
project, pledging $190,000 to date.

The combined track/field project is
estimated at $1.3 million.

The board has also placed informa-
tion at www.westfieldnj.com and in the
school district’s newsletter EMPHASIS,
which will be mailed to every Westfield
household in early December.

Franklin School to Be Focus
Of TV-36 Show in December

WESTFIELD – Franklin Elemen-
tary School, the largest elementary
school in Westfield, will be featured
in the “Focus on Our Schools” pro-
gram on Westfield High School TV-
36 for the month of December.

From Tuesday, December 7, to
Thursday, December 30, the show
will be broadcast on Tuesdays at 11
a.m. and 7 p.m.; Thursdays at 2 and

10 p.m.; Saturdays at 10 a.m. and 7
p.m.; and Sundays at 4 p.m.

Dr. Mary Fleck, Principal of
Franklin School, describes the 25-
minute program as a “wonderful
opportunity for the public to see
examples of the exciting and chal-
lenging learning experiences at
Franklin, as well as some of our
unique extracurricular activities.”

EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS…Megha Reddy of Scotch Plains, Clay Austin
of East Orange and Charlotte Greaney of Scotch Plains, right, help load a truck
with turkeys and canned goods collected at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison for the Starfish Foundation in Plainfield. The Prek3 through grade 12 co-
educational independent school participates in an all school food drive at least
once a year to replenish Starfish’s food pantry and supply for people in need.
These students in Ellen Ritz’s fourth grade class were among the 400 children and
teens, who donated this Thanksgiving.

A FABULOUS FEAST…After their school-wide sing-along, Sydney Van Oehsen
and Julia Dunlap from Wesley Hall Nursery School enjoy a Thanksgiving feast
with their friends in the Bunny Class. Oranges, grapes, turkey breast and fresh
cornbread made by the children were served. Located at 1 East Broad Street in
Westfield in the First United Methodist Church, the school is offering tours before
February’s registration for the 2005-2006 school year. To schedule an appoint-
ment, please call (908) 233-9570.

Beechwood School Students
Learn Native Amer. Culture

MOUNTAINSIDE – Native-
American speaker and craftsperson,
Beverly Friends visited Beechwood
School in Mountainside to teach
the students about the rich culture
of her native people.

Wearing a long blue flowing
dress, customary to Cherokee In-
dians, the students learned that
Miss Friends is a protégée of the
late James “Long Bear” Reevay, a
Leni Lenape Indian and former
director of New Jersey Indian of-
fice.

She is also a speaker for New
Jersey State Council for the Hu-
manities and has been visiting com-
panies as well as schools through-
out the state.

Miss Friends believes in sharing
this heritage especially with young
children through her workshop, en-
titled “How to Share With The
Young Child Our Native American

Cultural Heritage.”
She explained to the children that,

“Yes, they did hunt and kill animals
for food,” but Indians use every part
of the animal if they kill it. She
added that deerskin was not only
used for warmth, but to make moc-
casins and when they cooked the
deer meat they used the bones for
resourceful tools. Even rocks were
sharpened to make needles for sew-
ing.

The children enjoyed trying on
headdresses, touching bearskins and
were eager to learn a friendship
dance from her Native-American
heritage.

Miss Friends stated, “No matter
how little or big you are, you learn
to share and live in harmony with
Mother Earth.” She bid farewell
to the children and in her native
tongue “Wanishi,” which means
“thank you.”

CULTURE CLASS...Beechwood School students learned about the Cherokee
Indian culture from Native-American craftsperson Beverly Friends during a
recent presentation.

BUNDLE OF GENEROSITY…Kindergarten and first grade students in Wash-
ington Elementary School in Westfield helped supply and pack a large container
of food for a needy Westfield family for Thanksgiving. Included in their contri-
butions of food were placemats made by the children and a gift certificate for a
turkey. Pictured, left to right, are first graders Allison Worms, Michael Jeffrey,
and Jessica Guan who join kindergartner Ian Mueller in packing the last items
prior to delivery to the Westfield Human Services Department.

A Junkyard Christmas Carol
Scheduled at Westfield High
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

High School (WHS) Drama Depart-
ment will present A Junkyard Christ-
mas Carol, an adaptation of the clas-
sic tale by Charles Dickens’ “A
Christmas Carol,” but with a mod-
ern twist.

The play’s schedule run is Thurs-
day, December 9, at 3:30 p.m., Fri-
day and Saturday, December 10 and
11, at 8 p.m. and a new matinee
performance on December 11 at 2
p.m.

All performances will be held in
the school auditorium, 550 Dorian
Road in Westfield.

A play within a play, A Junkyard
Christmas Carol centers on a busi-
nessman arrested for tax fraud. He is
sentenced to hours of community ser-
vice and decides to produce a play
using homeless people who live in
the local junkyard. Using the junk
found in the yard as props, the home-
less put on their own rendition of A
Christmas Carol.

WHS drama teacher Joe Nierle,
who came up with the concept and
then adapted the novel into a script,
directs the play. Jake Brandman, a
student taking independent study in
drama with Nierle, assists him as
student director and by writing the
junkyard scenes, which are part of his
class project.

Ebenezer Scrooge is a miser who
detests Christmas. He is visited one
Christmas Eve by his former part-
ner, Jacob Marley, who died seven
Christmas Eves past. He is suffering
in the afterlife and hopes to help
Scrooge repent and change his ways.
Marley tells Scrooge that three spir-
its, Christmas Past, Present and Fu-
ture, will visit him. They succeed in
showing Scrooge the need to change
his ways eventually giving way to a
complete reformation. On Christmas
morning, he sends the Crachit fam-
ily a huge turkey and visits with his
long estranged nephew, Fred, and
his family.

A Junkyard Christmas Carol fea-
tures 33 student actors led by Max
Lazar as Ebenezer Scrooge. Chloe
Zeitounian, Emily Greenberg and
Nick Brennan play Christmas Past,
Present and Future. Aaron Eisenberg
portrays Jacob Marley.

The Crachit Family is led by Zal
Spialter as Bob, Stephanie Christiano
as his wife with Alex Wronski,
Suzanne Toriello and Georgia
Mierswa as the Crachit children, Pe-
ter, Belinda and Marthan. James Seipo
is Tiny Tim.

Another prominent family in the

play is the Fezzigwig’s led by Dan
Fotz-Morrison and Jennifer Kujawski
as Mr. And Mrs. Fezziwig with
Rachael Leopold and James Hooper-
Hamersley as their children. Allison
Siko plays their grown daughter Belle,
who was the first love of a young Mr.
Scrooge played by Nick Williams,
Mike Burns is another young appren-
tice in the Fezziwig Company.

Scrooge’s sister Fan is played by
Allison Simon and Chris Hild takes
the role of his nephew, Fred. Lyndsay
Ryan is Fred’s wife, with Jessica
Minsky playing the part of her sister.
Maurice Blackmon plays Topper, a
friend to Fred.

Supporting cast members appear-
ing as party guests, beggars, children
and junkyard inhabitants are Patrina
Caruana, Kate Douglas, Will
Eisenberg, Alex Forstenhausler, Bill
Geltzeiler, Sarah Gerber, Jeff Hoban,
Ellen Scariati, and Michael
Tannenbaum.

The set is designed and constructed
by WHS art teacher Roy Chambers
with help from art class students.
Tim Mathews serves as stage man-
ager, with assistance from Greg
Ryan. Handling lights are Greg Ryan
and Jaclyn Nicoll; props by Julia
Korn; costumes by Lauren Miceli
and hair and makeup by Kayli
Spialter.

All tickets for the performances
are $7 for general admission/adults
and $5 for children 12 and under. All
tickets for the children’s Saturday
matinee are $5. For tickets, please
call (908) 789-4549.

SPECIAL COLLECTION…The stu-
dents in Susan Rosander’s fourth grade
class at McGinn Elementary School in
Scotch Plains enjoyed collecting pet
food items for homeless pets. The chil-
dren donated all of the food to a local
animal shelter in time for the holidays.

TREE TIPS:
Rock Salt - The Mineral Trees Can Do Without

By: Martin Schmiede, President
Schmiede Tree Expert Company

     Some property owners call all

needled evergreens pine trees.  But

pines are only one genus of ever-

greens, yet they come in many

forms.

     Commercially, Georgia pine

trees are grown on huge planta-

tions in many Southern states for

varied construction uses.  These

pines grow fast, but the wood is

soft.  Carpenters and contractors

like to work with the easy-to-

handle pinewood.

     About seventy species and va-

rieties of pine trees are used for

ornamental plantings.  They are

selected for their varied shapes

and their separate needle struc-

tures.

     Unlike spruces, firs and hem-

locks, pines do not necessarily

grow in any exact pyramidal

shapes.  Different pine trees have

different patterns of profiles.  But

almost all pines grow in stately

shapes.

     Pine needles grow in distinc-

tive clusters.  Various pine trees

can thus be identified by their

needle clusters.  The native white

pines, for an example, have five

long and soft needles  to each clus-

ter.  Scotch pines, another popu-
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lar species, start out pyramidal

and then become irregularly

round-topped as they mature.

Their needles are short and stiff,

growing two on each bundle.

While Scotch pines have light

green, almost blue, needles, red

pine trees, which also grow two

needles on a bundle, have longer

and softer dark green needles.

Austrian pine tree needles, also

two at a time, grow up to six

inches in length.

     Some pine trees, such as the

Japanese red pine as one example,

are chosen by landscapers for

their unusual shapes.  Japanese

red pines can resemble giant Bon-

sai trees.  Their flowers are born

in dense clusters and are followed

by numerous cones.  In winter,

their needles may turn yellow.

    In addition the shapes and sizes

of needles, and their flexibility

and number in separate clusters,

pine trees can also be identified

by their cones.  These are the seed

bearers and each type of pine has

cones of distinctive contours.

Pine trees are often called coni-

fers because of their unique seed-

carrying cones.

     Pines are world-wide.  Our

native white pine trees have rela-

tives in India, the Himalayan pines

in the higher areas.  They grow to

heights of 150 feet in their own

environments.  These Indian trees

have hanging needles marked by

soft bluish-green colors pleasant to

see.  With their towering heights,

the Himalayan pine trees are pow-

erful indeed.

     Many arborists favor the Swiss

stone pine trees.  They are orna-

mental trees in the truest sense.

Their growth is slender - almost

fragile -  but they can mature to

ages of three centuries.  These

Swiss pines grow well in New

Hampshire and also Siberia: they

are a universal tree.  Their toler-

ance of cold weather make them

very desirable in the chilly regions

of the world.  You may have seen

parts of some:  these trees furnish

much of the wood for the Swiss

wood carvers.

     So follow “the trail of the lone-

some pine”.  You will always see

a noble sight!

Being surrounded by people who care doesn’t have to

end with the holidays. 

For more than 20 years, Sunrise Senior Living

has provided a variety of living arrangements,

personalized assistance and care from people who

recognize that each senior is unique. 

Our resident-centered approach puts seniors first,

presenting them with options to match their

individual needs and wishes. By offering amenities

and services, delicious meals, stimulating activities

and scheduled group outings, we work every day

to improve your senior loved one’s quality of life. 

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

We’re offering you and
your senior loved one the best gift

of the season…Peace of Mind

Every day can’t be a holiday.
But they can all be special.


