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Westfield Resident Says Leaf Bagging
Is a Screwball State Regulation

Each fall all residents receive their leaf
collection flyer. Neatly tucked into this
year’s version (and easily overlooked)
was a notice that as of Fall 2005 all leaves
must be bagged and can no longer be left
at the curbside. Note this regulation af-
fects not only Westfield but the entire
state in 2005.

This is part of the New Jersey
Deptartment of Environmental
Protection’s attempt to enforce new fed-
eral stormwater requirements. This regu-
lation only allows leaves to remain in the
street for a seven day period by which
time they must be removed. If they cannot
be removed within seven days, they must
be placed in approved paper bags for
town pick up - no plastic bags allowed.

The only other option to the home-
owner will be to hire a private contractor
to dispose of the leaves. The town claims
it is impossible for them to remove leaves
from the street within the mandated seven
day period. So the resident will left on his/

or her own.
This is a wake up call not only for

Westfield residents but for our elected
officials as well. Lets not wait until 2005
to remedy this empty headed plan. Hav-
ing raked a lot of leaves over my 20 plus
years living here in Westfield I know full
well this is a big job come every Fall. By
that I mean clearing your property of
leaves to the curbside for DPW removal.

Being required to bag leaves is just as
impossible as it is for the town to clear the
streets of leaves within a seven day pe-
riod. Knowing the leaf situation in
Westfield, it would mean spending a good
deal of our free time in the Fall bagging
leaves. I doubt many of us would look
forward to this task, for many of our older
residents it would be impractical and un-
healthy.

What then will be our alternative - to
pay landscapers hundreds of dollars in
fees to remove and dispose of the leaves.
In that case the leaves may as well be
green! My point is this new leaf bagging
regulation - needs to be bagged or at the
very least amended.

The intent although good for the environ-
ment places an unfair burden upon the
citizen. Can the leaves be mulched, per-
haps, but if you have observed the size of
many leaf piles throughout town this too
sounds like an unworkable solution. If we
remain within the confines of the regulation
as it now stands my feeling is that private
contractors must be hired by the town to
assist the DPW in removing the leaves on a
timely basis. This would be similar to the
way private contractors assist the town with
snow removal in the winter.

Bulk leaf removal is not a job for our
citizens. I would like to hear from others
on this issue, lest it be forgotten until the
winds blow and the leaves fall in 2005. If
we go along with a screwball regulation
like this we may find ourselves bagging
snow in the not too distant future.

Michael Ince
Westfield

 

Your Invitation To The 

Westfield Winter Stroll 
Sunday, December 5

th
     12-5PM 

 

Join Us! 
For a special day of shopping supporting Westfield School 

programs 
 

Participating local merchants will donate a percentage of the day’s receipts to  

The EDUCATION FUND of WESTFIELD
 

This Year’s Participating Stores: 
 

North Avenue East Broad Street Elm Street 

Adler’s Jeweler’s Menina Lancaster’s 
MotoPhoto The Leader Store Juxtapose Gallery 
Michael Kohn Jewelers American Shoe & Luggage Success Express 

 Brummer’s Homemade Chocolates The Papery 
Prospect Street Classic Thyme The Green Room 

Many Clever Hands Casabella at Classic Thyme Anais 
Sole Funk & Standard Periwinkles Fine Gifts 
The Flower Zone Baron’s Drugs  
 GAP Central Avenue 
Quimby Street Nirvana Presidential Pen 

Anthology GAP Kids  
Castle Bootery Town Book Store Lenox Avenue 

Mother & Baby Co. Golden Bee Antiques Bittersweet Designs 

Island Trading Company   
Scott’s Shoes   
   

Look for the “Proud Sponsor of the Education Fund” sign on the participating merchant’s door 

  
Babysitting available at the Westfield “Y” on Clark Street 

 

The Education Fund Thanks these wonderful local stores who 
continually support our schools and our town 

Please patronize them on December 5
th

 and every shopping day. 
Special Thanks to The DWC, Coldwell-Banker Realtors, the Westfield Y, 

And the musical performers from the Westfield School District 
 

Free Parking on Sundays 

Professor Provides Students’ Thoughts
On NJ Free Needle Exchange Program

Editor’s Note: This letter, edited for
brevity, was sent to Governor Richard
Codey and copied to The Westfield Leader
and The Times.

*****
In the weeks prior to leaving office, ex-

Governor James McGreevey issued an
executive order to allow for a free needle
exchange program in the New Jersey cit-
ies with the highest rates of HIV/AIDS. In
effect, the executive order allows these
cities to provide free needles to drug users
or to let people buy syringes without a
prescription.

I asked my business ethics students at
Fairleigh Dickinson University in
Teaneck to prepare their thoughts on the
issue. A summary of their comments fol-
lows.

Gerard Cleaves
Westfield

*****
“Needle exchange is just another way

to condone drug use, by making needles
more accessible to those who would abuse
them. The Vancouver study in the 1990’s
followed the same users for 10 years. The
startling results of the study were that
deaths increased, the program users were
twice as likely to contract HIV, and drug
trafficking and other crimes increased.

Municipalities that are considering of-
fering the exchange programs are playing
with fire, but it will be the urban residents
who get burned.” — Karol Kowalczuk,
Clifton

*****
“I support the Syringe Exchange pro-

gram ordered from Governor James
McGreevey as a proven method of stop-
ping the transmission of blood borne
pathogens in the injecting drug using com-
munity.

Donna Shalala, Secretary of Health
and Human Services in the Clinton ad-
ministration, said: ‘A meticulous scien-
tific review has now proven that needle
exchange programs can reduce the trans-
mission of HIV and save lives without
losing ground in the battle against illegal
drugs.’” — Imelda Muca, Cliffside Park

*****
“Yes, the spread of HIV in New Jersey

has been tremendously high and an inter-
vention is needed to solve the problem.
However, providing clean syringes for drug
users does not solve the problem. Instead it
makes the usage of drugs more acceptable.
As an alternative in supplying the commu-
nity with clean syringes, rehab and trying
to get the drug users off drugs completely
would be a better solution.” — Emmanuella
Pierre-Louis, Newark

*****

“I know first hand what it is like to see
someone die from AIDS. It is not a pretty
sight. I had to grow up in that kind of
environment. Why should the next gen-
eration, if we can prevent it?

Although we know drugs are bad and
it’s not right to condone them, users are
going to continue injections, whether you
make it safe or not. If they do not care, at
least show them that we do!” — Natyra
Brooks, Jersey City

*****
“We will not be helping old drug abus-

ers, we will be creating new ones. There
is no good that can come out of this
executive order.” — Justin Newsom, New
Brunswick

*****
“Any technique that would reduce HIV/

AIDS from spreading is something to
look forward to.” — Zeuryd Amaya,
Passaic

*****
“Governor Codey should not allow this

needle exchange program. Instead, the
governor should focus more on campaigns
to end drug use.” — Tina Chrisohoidis,
Cliffside Park

*****
“The protagonists for needle exchange

programs are unwittingly exposing their
communities to a non-scientific solution
into a vicious dilemma. The Pandora’s
Box has far more nasty surprises. The
solution does not lie in facilitation of
illegal activities. The answer lies in pre-
venting access to drugs and syringes,
intervening legally and medically treat-
ing.” — Maheen Hyder, United Arab
Emirates

*****
“It is impossible for Governor

McGreevey or any other governor fol-
lowing him to end drug use.” — Matthew
Argenti, Trenton

*****
“I am skeptical regarding the message

that the state would be sending to the drug
users. By providing them with needles,
we are implying that it is all right to use an
illegal substance. Clearly that is not the
message New Jersey wants to send.” —
Michael Kroll, Fairlawn

Union County News

Daniel Sullivan
Union County Freeholder

I have just read candidate Quattrocchi’s
recent Letter to the Editor (November 25)
and her analysis of this year’s freeholder
election. As a candidate myself, I re-
ceived the same report from the County
Clerk’s office. It will probably surprise
no one that I draw a vastly different con-
clusion.

Let me state that the numbers I quote
here reflect the ‘three on three’ freeholder
contest and not the Wohlrab-Paterson
match-up. I did not receive any report or
vote totals about that race so, I cannot
comment on it. First, a Democrat (my-
self) was the leading vote getter in Scotch
Plains (5227 to 5213). Republicans won
in Garwood by fifteen votes, which I
would consider a “split”.

Mrs. Quattrocchi was not even the top
vote getter in her hometown. Her num-
bers are wrong again in Springfield where
I was the leader with 3408 votes to Mrs.
Quattrocchi’s 3068. Look at the
Kenilworth numbers; a margin of 177
votes hardly constitutes a “win” for the
Republicans. And if Roselle Park is cen-
tral Union County, why isn’t Roselle?

Second, I must take issue with Mrs.
Quattrocchi’s geography of Union
County. Summit, Berkeley Heights and
New Providence are “central Union
County”? Berkeley Heights is as far west

Thank You Citizens For Your
Resounding Vote of Confidence

as Plainfield so why isn’t Plainfield con-
sidered “central”? Mrs. Quattrocchi, you
and your friends better take a hard look at
the numbers again.

Democrats continue to narrow the dif-
ference between ourselves and our oppo-
nents in the “Republican” towns. We
continue to perform extremely well in
Democratic towns. Your answer to this is
to cry foul, change the rules and demand
a district formula for freeholder elec-
tions. Only three counties elect freehold-
ers that way. Do you think Republicans in
Morris, Ocean, Somerset or Monmouth
counties think the district plan is a good
idea?

Every year, the voters of Union County,
all the voters, get to determine who will
represent them as their elected county
officials. For the past ten years, the major-
ity of voters have chosen Democrats,
regardless of the office. What could be
more American than that?

On behalf of my running mates, I’d like
to thank the citizens of Union County for
their resounding vote of confidence. I do
my best to represent all of Union County,
not just Elizabeth or any other town. No
matter how you look at the numbers, I
believe the results bear me out.

Dan Sullivan
Freeholder

WACC to Offer 2004
Christmas Ornament

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) an-
nounces the arrival of the 2004 Christ-
mas Ornament. The ornament fea-
tures a sepia tone image of the his-
toric Reeve House, future home of the
Westfield Historical Society.

The ornaments are available
through the Historical Society by call-
ing Nancy Priest at (908) 233-8110 or
Sherry Cronin at (908) 789-9444.

Also, the ornaments are on sale at
the following locations around town:
Bank of America, Downtown
Westfield Corporation and the Town
Bank on Elm Street, Robert Treat and
Mother & Baby Co. on Quimby Street,
Flower Zone on Prospect Street and
Copies Now on North Avenue.

The cost of the ornament is $10 and
a portion of sales will benefit the
Westfield Historical Society.

“Each year the Westfield Chamber
produces an ornament featuring a
prominent landmark in the town,”
explained Richard Fromkin, chair-
man of the Chamber’s Board of Di-
rectors. “This year, we felt in light of
the Historical Society’s efforts to re-
store and rehabilitate the Reeve House,
it would make the perfect addition to
our collection.”

In 1985, the Reeve family donated
their circa 1870’s-era home on Moun-
tain Avenue to the town of Westfield
with the intention that it would be-

come a home for the Westfield His-
torical Society. Now, the society is
moving toward that vision – to re-
store and rehabilitate the house for
the archive collection and museum.

For 15 years, the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce has offered
an annual ornament displaying his-
toric landmarks such as Arcanum
Hall, the Rialto Theater, the Miller
Cory House, and the Train Station.
Many of these ornaments are still
available at a reduced price. Please
call the WACC at (908) 233-3021 for
details.

Weichert Sets Annual
Child Toy Drive

WESTFIELD –Weichert Realtors’
announces its 26th Annual Toy Drive.
The company’s Westfield sales office
located at 185 Elm Street is partici-
pating and will collect toys for distri-
bution to financially and/or physi-
cally disadvantaged children within
the community.

Donations of new unwrapped toys
will be accepted through December.
Local charities will deliver the toys to
children during the holidays. Last
year more than 35,000 toys were dis-
tributed corporate wide by the
Weichert program.

Please drop off your donations at
the Westfield sales office.

Letters to the Editor

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS...Jim and Barbara Murphy of Copies Now on
North Avenue display this year’s Annual Westfield Christmas Ornament for sale
by the Chamber of Commerce in support of the Westfield Historical Society.

Westfielder Calls for
Rollback of Fees

Now that town residents rejected the
parking deck, the large parking fee in-
creases of the past few years need to be
rescinded. These increases, which basi-
cally amounted to a tax increase on
permit holders, were generated to subsi-
dize the deck.

A call to one of the local government
officials revealed that rescinding the
large increases is not on the agenda
because permit holders have not been
speaking out on the issue. So, I am
asking that people who use the Westfield
train parking lots, or anyone opposed to
large unnecessary tax increases, contact
our elected representatives, including
the mayor, and ask that the parking fees
be substantially reduced.

Sam Kahn
Westfield

             
            

             
           

         

                  
             

  

   

               
             

          
             

                                                                                                                                       

  
  
 

    
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

   

     

Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad St., Westfield

Morning & Afternoon Sessions for Ages 21/2 to 4+.
Team Teaching by Experienced Teachers.
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas.
Lunch & Enrichment Classes Available.

We are entering our 53rd year of providing
quality programming for the pre-school child!

(908) 233 - 9570

Call Mon. - Fri. Between
9 - 2 to Schedule a Tour

of  our Facility.

Open Registration
Begins Feb. 7, 2005.


