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MS Parent Praises School Play, Urges
BOE Action on Important Matters

Past Mayor Says Don’t be Fooled,
Address Taxes by Expense Control

We can expect to hear a lot next year
about a constitutional convention, which
will address the level of local property
taxes in New Jersey. I have a short story,
and it may interest your readers.

In 1976, while I was Mayor of
Westfield, Governor Byrne appointed me
to a citizens’ commission to study the
need for an income tax in New Jersey.
The commission was stacked, of course,
to deliver the recommendation desired by
the governor, and it did.

The New Jersey Gross Income Tax
was enacted that year. The commission
also recommended the “cap” law as way
to control the growth of local and state
government expenditures by limiting the
annual increases in municipal, school,
county and state budgets. This law was
meant to make the imposition of the gross
income tax more palatable to the citizens
of the state.

As I recall, I was the only member of
the commission to vote against this rec-
ommendation. I didn’t think it would work,
and it has not. The growth in governmen-
tal expenditure has continued unabated;
the cap law has been amended innumer-
able times to provide for exceptions.

The lesson here is that devices or arti-
fices to control government spending don’t
work. My prediction: if the constitutional
convention comes up with a means to
lower local property taxes, the difference
will be made up by an increase in the gross

income tax. Each municipality, school
district and county will be compelled to
rely more heavily on annual appropria-
tions from the State Legislature to replace
the loss of property tax receipts.

The agenda of state government is not
always in tune with the needs of suburban
towns like Westfield. Local governments
will have less control over their own af-
fairs. And, guess what will happen to the
gross income tax paid by the residents of
well-to-do towns? Is anyone naïve enough
to believe the total tax bite will go down?

The only way to realistically attack the
growth in governmental costs is to ad-
dress the expense side, but I don’t hear
much talk about that.

The local property tax is very unpopu-
lar because it is the largest tax that most of
us pay directly. Sure, it’s a bullet. But, it’s
cheap to collect, and very difficult to
evade. Don’t like your big property tax
bill? Don’t live in a big house: your choice!
Hardship situations can be handled in lots
of ways; constitutional conventions aren’t
necessary for that.

My advice: don’t be fooled. Most of
the folks pushing for a constitutional con-
vention are the same people who believe
that expansion in the power and reach of
state government is the default answer to
our problems.

Alexander Williams
Westfield

Deacon Offers Thanks
And Seeks Help For
‘Mini Food Drive’

I am writing to express our gratitude to
all those who helped with the collection,
sorting and stocking of the food collected
for the Holy Trinity Food Pantry on Sat-
urday, November 20th. A special note of
thanks goes to the ‘Scouting for Food
Drive’ sponsored by the Patriot’s Council
of the Boy Scouts of America.

Over the past year, we have seen an
ever-growing demand for food to serve
our neighbors in need. They are referred
to us through many government and non-
profit social service organizations here in
Westfield and throughout Union County.
While the holidays are usually the times
when we think of others, the food pantry
is in constant need of donations through-
out the year.

It is the generosity of small businesses
like Barasso Consulting, Curves and
Westfield Health and Rehabilitation,
along with many individuals, which make
it possible to respond to our clients. If
your firm, organization or school would
like to organize a “mini food drive” to
help us fill in the times between the three
major annual drives (in November with
the Boy Scouts, in May with the Post
Office and in September with Temple
Emanu-El), we would be happy to work
with you.

You can contact Mary Masterson at
(908) 232-2311 or Deacon Tom Pluta at
(908) 232-8137 or send an e-mail to
deacon.tom@verizon.net.

Deacon Tom Pluta
Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity

Westfield

SP Resident Calls For
Stand Against Building

On Undersized Lots
Editor’s note: This letter was origi-

nally sent to the Scotch Plains Mayor and
Township Council.

* * * * * * *
I am writing because I have become

disheartened over the proliferation of
building in our community. As a 20-year
resident of Scotch Plains, I am dismayed
over the building of “McMansions” on
postage stamp lots. The attraction for me
to buy here 20 years ago was the appeal
of larger lots. What I see now is the sale
of older homes and subdividing property
to fit two or more houses where one once
stood.

When did the zoning laws change?
When did it become acceptable to be
able to see into a neighbor’s bathroom
because the houses are so close?
‘Rateables’ are one thing, but the kind of
building going on in Scotch Plains is
ridiculous.

I believe you, as the governing body,
need to take a stand against the building
on undersized lots.

Patricia Leonard Regal
Scotch Plains

Westfielder Disagrees
With Ratner on Circle,
Agrees on Otherwise
Mr. Ratner (Letter to the Editor, No-

vember 25) is dead wrong about the newly
configured traffic circle on South Av-
enue. While admittedly causing increased
delays at peak traffic times, the potential
for serious accidents has been dramati-
cally reduced.

The problem with the old configura-
tion was precisely what Mr. Ratner seems
to lament — the disappearance of, namely
that South Avenue eastbound flow was so
tangential to the circle that cars were
traveling too fast and were not able or
willing to yield to traffic on the circle.
Traffic entering circles is supposed to
enter at a right angle - trust me. I was born
and brought up in England where they are
all too plentiful.

I do agree, however, with Mr. Ratner’s
observation about the “no right turn” at
West Broad and regrettably with his com-
ments about “Dubya.”

Telly Zachariades
Westfield

The production of the “King and I” was
performed at Deerfield School last Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday evenings. For
those that missed the performance, it was
extraordinarily, magnificent. It was sim-
ply mesmerizing!

From the outstanding performance of
Gabriel Rodrigues who played the King,
to the charming and captivating role of
Anna, played by Kristen Morgan and
Samantha Steinberg, the story and the
performance by one and all was truly a
night to remember.

It takes countless hours by all those
who worked behind the scenes with cos-
tumes, program ads, tickets, refreshments,
cast party and props. My deepest grati-
tude is sent to all. Congratulations for a
job well done!

For a number of us in the audience, it
was also a bittersweet moment as we
thought about our good friend, Dawn
Ciasulli. She, for many, years, gave her
time and talent to the set design of a great
number of performances at Deerfield
School and at Governor Livingston High
School. It’s sad that Dawn is not with us
any longer. She left behind not only her
legacy, but lasting memories that will
serve us well in many years to come.

Thank you to Elizabeth Perrin and
Wayne DeVico who gave their time and
their talent in set design and construction.
They added the perfect touch to a perfect
performance.

We are proud of Topsy for her perfor-
mance. Molly Barber’s talents are enor-
mous and her attention to detail was a
vital part of the program.

Our heartfelt thanks go to Jeannette
Maraffi for serving as stage director and
musical director. She managed to put it all
together and focused on the talent of so
many of the children. She nurtured those
who were a bit shy, provided extra atten-
tion and encouragement. Mrs. Maraffi
took a cast of sixty plus students and
molded them into a premier production.

From homework to church and school
obligations, to sports activities, to boy
scouts and girl scouts, our children have

a full schedule. An enormous round of
applause goes out to every one of them,
not only for their talent but for their time
management skills.

How can it be that something so benefi-
cial to the students, teachers, parents and
community be put together in such a short
period of time and be such a complete
success? Yet, extremely important mat-
ters such as the teachers’ contract, the
musty classroom odor at Beechwood
School and the still non-televised Board
of Education (BOE) meetings continue to
move at a snails pace!

Perhaps the “elected” BOE members
might learn a lesson or two in how to
prioritize what’s important. – Settle the
contract, televise BOE meetings and re-
solve the musty odor at Beechwood School.

Gary Whyte
Mountainside

Booster President Asks Public
To Support Kehler Field Bond

I would like to take this opportunity to
encourage The Westfield Leader, and all
other friends and supporters of Westfield
athletics, to enthusiastically support the
Board of Education’s (BOE) bond refer-
endum on Tuesday, December 14, to in-
stall a new running track and artificial turf
field at Kehler Stadium.

While I am a football guy myself, hav-
ing played in high school and college, and
being very mindful of the rich tradition of
championship football in Westfield, I must
quickly add that this bond would give
Westfield much more than a new football
field. As the father of girls who have been
enriched by great opportunities to partici-
pate in the outstanding and fast-growing
programs for female student-athletes at
Westfield High School (WHS) and the
town’s feeder programs, I commend the
board (BOE) and WHS administrators
and coaches, and the friends of girls’
sports, for their efforts over the years to
achieve gender-equity in these programs.

I view this bond referendum as another
important step in that gender-equity jour-
ney, as it will greatly expand the opportu-
nities for girls’ teams to play at Kehler
Stadium, and on a fast, reliable and low-
maintenance surface.

In a town where the value of improving
our real estate is seen all around us, we as
a community are being presented with the
opportunity to greatly enhance the prime
piece of sports real estate in Westfield.

This project would convert Kehler Sta-
dium from a maintenance-needy grass
field where, this fall, boys played six
football games and girls’ soccer played
three state sectional matches, to a state-
of-the-art turf field where many more
boys and girls at WHS, and the youth
recreation teams aspiring to be WHS stu-
dent-athletes, will play a much greater
number of games in football, boys’ and
girls’ soccer, field hockey and boys’ and
girls’ lacrosse.

This new turf field promises to be a
welcome benefit to the entire Westfield
athletics community. As we have seen
from the success of some of the girls’
programs against which our teams com-
peted this fall, like Ridge girls’ soccer and
field hockey, for example, a turf field
becomes a tremendous asset to the school,
to its teams’ and programs’ chances for
success, and to its community for youth
recreation events.

Let’s show the board that we appreci-
ate its recognition that it is time for
Westfield’s student-athletes and youth to
have the benefits of this great asset in our
community. Let’s vote “yes” for this bond
referendum on December 14, and ac-
tively encourage our friends to do the
same. Thank you.

John Bennet, President
Westfield School Boosters Assoc.

BOE Steering Committee member

Resident Praises
Progress at Westfield
Sr. Citizens Housing

A year of progress and adjustment – the
controversy over last year’s missing
Christmas tree left me in an atmosphere
of strained co-existence.

A lot of good things happened this year
thanks to Ruth Smith and her wise admin-
istrative talent. Out of the dust, created by
one year of major construction, emerged
the beautiful interior of 1133 Boynton
Avenue Senior Citizen Housing Com-
plex, and also of course, the great land-
scaping with the gazebo we have been
enjoying for years.

We’re also having the charitable angels
working on a large quilt (all done by hand)
for the Center of Hope “Cancer Care”, and
collections for the food bank, etc.

November/December holidays, where
love triumphs, dinners for whoever is alone
or unable to go anywhere, financed, and
more importantly, attended and served in
person, for the last 15 years, by our Execu-
tive Director of both buildings, Ruth Smith.
At times you could even find Ruth Smith
cooking the dinners – that’s what counts
very high on the scale of humanity.

The individual observation of the par-
ticular holidays in November and De-
cember takes place in our heart. There is
also transportation provided for anyone
wishing to attend church services.

Thank you, Ruth Smith!

Sasha Schwarz
Westfield
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Commissioner Requests
Jurisdiction to Help
Leaf Management

The requirement to bag leaves next
year may lead to a very destructive out-
come. Some citizens are already threat-
ening to cut down their trees to avoid the
cleanup. This is a very short-sighted solu-
tion. Westfield is known for its beautiful
trees and the Tree Preservation Commis-
sion (TPC) is doing everything it can to
protect them. The one thing we cannot do
is manage private trees. The TPC only has
jurisdiction over town trees, those along
the streets and in the parks.

In order for the TPC to assist in manag-
ing this situation, the tree ordinance needs
to be changed to give the TPC jurisdiction
over all trees in town. Residents can assist
in this by contacting their town council
members and asking them to grant us this
authority. Only by proper oversight can
we promote the common good. Let’s work
together to preserve Westfield’s trees.

Ronald Burkett, Chairman
WF Tree Preservation Commission

Enhancing Scotch Plains’ Website
And TV Will Aid Communication

One matter that Scotch Plains officials should address,
and it won’t cost taxpayers much at all, is a serious upgrade
in the ways the township communicates with residents —
specifically via the township website and TV-34.

The township’s official website, scotchplainsnj.com,
has been up and running for several years, but today it
provides about as much information as it did when it
started. Much of the site has been under construction
since its inception; as a result, there is no real information
available to residents about the township’s history, the
various land use boards, the public works department or
the tax assessor’s office.

The site is obviously not updated on a regular basis:
Scotch Plains Day, which took place seven weeks ago,
and the summer concert series, which ended before Labor
Day, are still advertised on the site. The name of the
former township police chief is still listed in one section.

Take a look at other websites and the difference is
obvious. Fanwood’s site, www.visitfanwood.com, con-
tains a great deal of updated and helpful information on
borough events as well as government operations.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education website
(www.spfk12.org) provides similarly useful and up-to-
date information. Other towns’ websites go as far as
posting the agendas and minutes of the meetings of the
council and various boards. Some sites include relevant
documents pertaining to important local matters such as
a proposed development or other contentious issue.

There is enough going on in Scotch Plains these days to
justify a serious upgrade in the township’s website. It
might have been helpful this past year if, for instance,
residents and property owners were able to read the
detailed minutes and other relevant documents pertaining
to the proposed Special Improvement District for the
business district. A full or abridged version of the
township’s annual budget would also be useful to some as
would listings of meeting schedules for the township
council, the planning and zoning boards, the environmen-
tal commission and other groups. Planned road closures

or resurfacing projects could also be included.
There was discussion during the fall municipal cam-

paign about the virtues of using volunteers to perform
certain functions for the local government, and turning
the township website into a more useful and relevant
source of information would be a great place to test this
volunteer spirit.

One cardinal rules for websites in general is that failing
to keep them updated will lead to their becoming stagnant
and, eventually, forgotten. Having a township website
that is useful, up-to-date and interesting to browse would
be a great way to communicate with local residents.

In a similar vein, TV-34, the township’s local cable
access channel, could also use an upgrade. The small but
dedicated group of volunteers who operate TV-34 do
great work using older technology, and the township
government has been considering purchase new software
that would upgrade the look and programming of TV-34
at little or no cost to taxpayers. The state police would also
be linked to the station so they could post emergency
information, such as Amber Alerts for missing children.

Early this year, representatives from a company that
provides enhanced production and programming services
for local access cable television channels spoke to the
township council about their services and, more recently,
met with the board of education.  Mayor Martin Marks
and board officials have reacted positively to the possibil-
ity of upgrading TV-34. And the cost of doing so would be
minimal to local taxpayers: an estimated $12,000 for
start-up expenses and between $250-$1,000 per month,
depending on the level of the upgrade. But there are funds
to cover most of these costs available from Comcast, the
local cable provider, via a local franchising agreement
signed several years ago.

For a minimal cost, Scotch Plains could easily upgrade
two of its most important forms of communication with
township residents by improving its website and its local
television station while further utilizing the volunteer
spirit that is already alive and well in town.

The quest for true and lasting property
tax reform in New Jersey is heading to-
ward a crossroads. Earlier this year our
recently resigned Governor James
McGreevey outlined his plan to help long
suffering New Jersey residents who are
cursed with the highest property taxes in
the nation.

The former governor proposed and
enacted a so-called “millionaire’s tax”
that allowed the governor to send out yet
another rebate check to a selected few
residents. In a meeting with the governor,
I pointed out that this program would do
nothing to lower property taxes and sug-
gested that any additional income tax
raised should instead return to the com-
munity from whence it came with a cor-
responding and mandatory reduction in
property taxes.

He would hear none of it. Governor
McGreevey also proposed and enacted a
lowering of the cap on line item spending
increases for school boards and munici-
palities from 3 percent to 2.5 percent.
Ironically, this came at a time when the
governor’s state budget appropriations
went up 17 percent! With salary and ben-
efits for teachers and police officers being
the largest part of the corresponding school
and municipal budgets, local officials are
now grappling with the potential of firing
important staff members in order to meet
the new mandate from Trenton.

Governor McGreevey also appointed
and convened a task force that would set
the parameters for a constitutional con-
vention for property tax reform. The task
force is scheduled to release their report
and recommendations any time now.
There is much speculation regarding what
the task force will recommend, and two
significant issues have arisen that have
the potential to derail the effort for much
needed reform.

First, there are many advocating that
the potential convention not only deal
with the way we raise revenue in this state
but also with how that money is spent.
There is no question that how we raise
revenue and spending are intimately re-
lated to the property tax crisis in New
Jersey. However, my feeling is that, even
if we cut government spending in half
overnight (a noble endeavor), the manner
in which we rely so heavily on the most
regressive tax of all (property taxes) would
still be grossly unfair.

MAMAMAMAMAYYYYYOR OR OR OR OR reMARKSMARKSMARKSMARKSMARKS

By Mayor Martin Marks, Scotch Plains

Bumps in the Road Toward
Property Tax Reform

It is my hope that the convention task
force will recommend that the constitu-
tional convention address both spending
and taxing, but that they should do so
separately. To intertwine the two would
invariably lead to special interests fight-
ing to preserve the tax dollars that are
spent on them, which could cause a con-
vention stalemate and we would lose the
chance to solve the property tax mess
once and for all.

Speaking of special interests, one of
the biggest out there, the New Jersey
Education Association (NJEA) has
weighed in with their thoughts. The NJEA
has requested that the convention task
force actually recommend that the idea
for a constitutional convention for prop-
erty tax reform be scrapped; and instead,
that a special session of the state legisla-
ture be convened so that our representa-
tives in Trenton could solve the problem.

For years, legislators and governors in
Trenton, both Republican and Democrat,
have all but sat on their hands as New
Jersey property taxes spiraled to the high-
est in the nation. What makes the NJEA
think that now all of a sudden the politi-
cians in Trenton are prepared to act? Let’s
take a closer look and see what the NJEA
might be up to. For many years the NJEA,
better described as the teachers’ union
and lobbyist, has been filling the cam-
paign war chests of our state legislators at
alarming levels. Since the beginning of
this decade, they have already primed the
political pump with several hundred thou-
sand dollars of campaign contributions.

Could it be that the NJEA would prefer
to see the status quo on property taxes?
Could it be that if any changes are going
to be made to the property tax system, that
the NJEA would prefer to see the benefi-
ciaries of their political largess make the
changes as opposed to letting the resi-
dents of New Jersey overhaul the system
via the constitutional convention and
November ballot referendum?

I believe the answers to the previous
questions are self-evident. Accordingly,
we should all be throwing our support
behind a constitutional convention for
property tax reform that will separately
discuss spending and revenue issues which
will ultimately empower the citizens of
New Jersey with the task of providing our
state with the property tax reform we need
and deserve.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Jetton – A small metal counter used

in some card games
2. Pucelage – Virginity
3. Facundity – Eloquence; readiness of

speech
4. Externat – A day school

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

HORTATIVE
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Pertaining to an orchard or garden
3. To urge strongly or encourage
4. Having a terrible sound; sounding

dreadfully
LIVOR

1. Envy
2. Resembling or of the color of lye;

ashen
3. Vigorous; very active
4. Belief

POCOCURANTE
1. A marsh or swamp
2. Indifferent or apathetic
3. Afflicted with gout
4. Dull; lissless

ESPISCATION
1. Very particular; something outstand-

ing
2. The act of scaling fish
3. Sensitivity to art and beauty; good

taste
4. Act of getting to the truth of any

matter by strict inquiry
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