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THANKSGIVING DAY CLOWNS....Rebecca Wampler and Frank Fleischer
clowned around as tropical fruit. For the fourth consecutive year, they partici-
pated in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City, interacting with
millions of children and adults along the famous parade route.

only lanes at Hetfield Avenue and
North Avenue and Crestwood Road
and North Avenue. The turn lanes
were placed at that intersection to
ease the flow of traffic and the ordi-
nance formalizes those lanes and
allows the police to enforce their
use.

The council introduced an ordinance
amending an earlier bond ordinance to
reflect an increase in the expected cost
of the new communications tower at
the south side firehouse.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
explained that the projected cost of
the tower has increased, due prima-
rily to the $50,000 cost of a genera-
tor that will be located at the site
and used in case of a power outage.
The new ordinance appropriates an
additional $150,000, reflecting the
anticipated cost of the project, which
is now expected to be $530,000 op-
posed to the earlier $380,000 esti-
mate. The public hearing on the
ordinance will be held at the
council’s Tuesday, December 14,
meeting.

The township will receive bids this
week for the construction of the tower
as well as bids from potential cellular
telephone carriers who are interested
in placing their communications
equipment on the new tower. It is
hoped that bids will be awarded in

Research on Property Tax
Equality Continues in SP
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January.
Another ordinance was introduced

that will increase fees for smoke alarm
inspections necessary for the issu-
ance of certificates of occupancy. The
fee for a single-family home will in-
crease from $25 to $50; for a multiple
dwelling of four or more units, the fee
will rise from $30 to $40.

The ordinance also calls for a new
$15 fee for a reprint of the certificate
and mandates that house numbers
must be “clearly visible” from the
street to make it easier for emergency
personnel to locate an address. The
public hearing on the ordinance will
be held at the council’s December 14
meeting.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Joseph Ellis, a student at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and a
member of the Air Force Junior
ROTC, thanked residents for their
donations in the ROTC’s “Treasures
for Troops” effort, which took place
last month.

He said about 70 boxes of various
supplies for troops in Iraq, including
snacks, music and movie CDs and
hand lotion were collected at three
locations. Most of the donated items
will be stored at the Westfield Ar-
mory until the rest of the military unit
based there is sent to Iraq in the next
several weeks.
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  Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
DECORATING THE BOROUGH…In December 1997, members of the Fanwood
Cultural Arts Committee and Holiday and Winter Decorating Committee gath-
ered with musician Billy Populus, back row center, to decorate downtown
Fanwood during the tree lighting and decorating event. This year’s holiday
celebration will be held this Sunday, December 5, from 2 to 5 p.m. at the Fanwood
Train Station.

nity for their help and support over
the years.”

She described the organization’s
membership as “very interesting
women” that included college gradu-
ates and those who had careers.

While the club has continued to
meet monthly at the Scotch Hills
Country Club in Scotch Plains, it has
seen its ranks decrease in recent years
due to age, infirmities and reloca-
tion of some members. The club has
also been unsuccessful in attracting
new members.

“We’ve tried desperately,” re-
marked Mrs. Czeropski, herself a
member since 1972, noting that jobs
and changing lifestyles among
women have reduced the pool of
prospective members.

She told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times Monday that, al-
though the club is disbanding, it will
continue to fund the nursing schol-
arship of its current recipient through
her graduation.

The Scotch Plains Junior Woman’s
Club, for those up to about age 40,
maintains a small yet vital member-
ship and sponsors a variety of events
throughout the year, according to
Mrs. Reynolds. She said these
women represented “hope for the
future” that such groups will con-
tinue.

The Scotch Plains Woman’s Club
is part of the General Federation of
Women’s Clubs, headquartered in
Washington, D.C. In New Jersey,
local clubs account for a total of
17,000 members. Mrs. Czeropski
said members of the Scotch Plains
club wishing to remain active may
join chapters in Westfield and
Fanwood.

Both Mrs. Reynolds and Mrs.
Czeropski reflected that, for long-
time members, some of whom have
been with the club for 35 years or
more, its demise means the loss of a
social venue that had been an inte-
gral part of their lives.

“They will most miss the camara-
derie,” Mrs. Czeropski commented,
adding that members have shared
many activities and memories dur-
ing the club’s long history. “These
women have been together forever.
It will be quite a disappointment to
close.”
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Woman’s Club
follow-up workshop in the coming
months.

In other business, the board unani-
mously approved a motion to ac-
cept the Corrective Action Plan in
the auditor’s management report.

Ms. Nelson asked one member to
“please convey the board’s appre-
ciation” for a $500 dollar donation
on behalf of The Carnatic Music
Association of North America, Inc.
The donation is to be used for one
or more new musical instruments in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood middle
schools.

The board reacted to a letter from
concerned citizen Lisa Schabile,
who took issue with a National
Guard recruitment film recently
aired on TV-34. Dr. Heisey referred
to the film as a “public service an-
nouncement.”

Vice President Thomas Russo
asked if anyone could find out ex-
actly what Ms. Schabile found of-
fensive about the announcement.
Ms. Nelson responded that the let-
ter said the announcement had run
“quite long,” and asked Dr. Heisey
to look into whether TV-34 is in a
position to institute time restraints
on public service announcements.

Mary Vander Weele of Nike, Inc.
sent a letter offering sponsorship to
local sports teams. A motion was
carried to allow two high school
wrestlers to compete in the “Beast
of the East” tournament at the Uni-
versity of Delaware in mid-Decem-
ber.

The board approved three
motions simultaneously: one to ap-
prove the transport of students to
and from the Children’s Special-
ized Hospital in Fanwood, another
to approve receipt of Treasurer of
School Funds Report, and a third,
to approve two bill lists from
October and November.

Board Member Lance Porter fin-
ished the public session by com-
mending Scotch Plains-Fanwood
middle schools for observing
American Education Week, which
takes place during the first full week
preceding Thanksgiving each year.
Schools scheduled pertinent activi-
ties such as a “mix-it-up lunch,”
wherein students who do not nor-
mally interact were encouraged to
eat lunch together.

Mr. Porter also commended
Scotch Plains-Fanwood sports
teams for their fall performances.
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borhood and a two-foot variance was
not a huge concession.

The second subdivision applica-
tion was deemed to be incomplete

by the board and postponed until the
December 15 meeting to give the
applicant time to make the neces-
sary revisions. This application pro-
posed to renovate a single family
home on First Street, divide the lot
and construct a second house on the
new lot.

Attorney for the applicant, Gary
Goodman of Cranford, who said he
is also one of the principal owners,
explained to the board that this prop-
erty was originally two lots and pro-
poses to return the property to its
original state.

First Street resident Robert
Robbins told the board that there
was an agreement between the Bor-
ough and a previous owner that in-
cluded a condition that this property
would never be subdivided. Robert
Mega, attorney for the board, ad-
vised Mr. Robbins that he needed to
produce evidence of this provision if
he wanted the board to consider it.

“It is not our (the board’s) burden
(to produce evidence) and you should
bring evidence if you have it,” Mr.
Mega told Mr. Robbins.

To which Mr. Robbins summarily
replied, “Then I don’t give a ****,”
as he stormed out of the courtroom.

In other business, the board re-
viewed an ordinance proposed by the
Borough Council to limit principal
uses in the light industrial zone. Board
members discussed the difference
between a principal use and acces-
sory uses. Several board members
agreed that they would recommend
this ordinance to the Council as well
as recommending that prohibited uses
in the borough be reviewed.

The next agenda meeting will be
held on Monday, December 6, and
the next regular meeting on Wednes-
day, December 15, both at 7:30 p.m.

FW Planning Bd. Approves
One Subdivision; Delays Two
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School Board

randomly selected for the December
9 program and will be notified of
their selection later this week.

Mr. Atkins also informed the coun-
cil that the township’s 2005 expendi-
tures for its participation in the Sub-
urban Joint Insurance Fund (JIF) and
the Municipal Excess Liability Fund
would increase by about 2.4 percent.
But the township will also be receiv-
ing a nearly $55,000 dividend from
the JIF that will be used as a revenue
source in next year’s municipal bud-
get.

The two funds are joint insurance
pools involving municipalities from
around the state.
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Census, Flu

According to Mr. Bousquet, the
Vivians originally wanted $50,000
for the center and oldest portion of
the house and a private buyer wanted
to purchase the newer portion to at-
tach to his historic home.

The Scotch Plains Historical Soci-
ety is working with the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club to restore
the Betsy Frazee House on the prop-
erty of the old Terry Lou Zoo.

Mr. Bousquet told The Leader that
his group offered the Vivians $30,000
for the structure after it was exam-
ined and valued by experts. The soci-
ety and rotary were planning to use
parts from the Kirkview home to re-
store the Frazee House.

Mr. Bousquet, who specializes in
restoring older and historic homes,
explained that older lumber and other
items have to be found in order to
restore them properly. He said that
this could have been a “great case of
sacrificing one historic home to save
another,” which he said has been done
before.

Mr. Bousquet told The Leader that
he had no contact with Mr. Buontempo
through any of the negotiations.

On Monday morning, Mr. Bousquet
was informed by the Vivian’s attor-
ney that the deal was no longer on the
table and that the contractor currently
deconstructing the house would be
taking it to Maine and possibly be
selling it for the Vivians.

Robert Vivian, Jr. told The Leader
that his “parents did not have to go to
this extent to save the house,” but that
they are doing so because of their
love of history and the house.

The Vivians are now employing
William Gould Architectural Preser-
vation of Connecticut to deconstruct
the house.

According to their website,
www.traditional-building.com, the
company “continues to rescue and
offer for sale endangered structures
that need to be relocated.”

Each room is being catalogued in
its original state and as the rooms are
dismantled, sketches are made of
where each of the beams belong. Each
beam is then numbered and lettered
by room so that it can be reconstructed.

Every part of the main house, in-
cluding the original wide floorboards,
will be transported to Maine at the
Vivians’ expense.

The Vivians are currently planning
for the structure to “be an addition to
the house in Maine,” that they have
purchased, the junior Mr. Vivian told
The Leader.

The senior Mr. Vivian, his two sons
and two workmen from the William
Gould Company, are all working at
the site each day to carefully dis-
mantle and preserve each piece.

Most of Historic Kirkview
Home to Be Moved to Maine
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“I am just glad that the Vivians
have taken the opportunity, at their
own expense, to preserve a piece
of history. But I wish the house
was staying in Westfield,” said
Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst.


