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Scotch Plains Continues Research
On Equality of Property Taxes

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Township officials have not yet re-
ceived a written report from the Town-
ship Tax Assessor about possible dis-
parities in how certain neighborhoods
in Scotch Plains are assessed for local
property tax purposes, according to
Mayor Martin Marks.

This past summer, an article in The
Star-Ledger appeared to show that
some neighborhoods in Scotch Plains
were being assessed differently than
others, and in September, resident
Harold Brody brought the article to
the council’s attention and the local
government said Tax Assessor
Michael Ross would look into the
matter.

At the council’s regular meeting
last week, Mr. Brody asked for an
update and Mayor Marks said that a
verbal report had been given to the
council, one, he said, that did not
substantiate the Ledger article.

The mayor said Mr. Ross’ investi-
gation was not being limited to cer-
tain neighborhoods, but was encom-
passing the entire town.

“We wanted something a little more
expansive,” he said.

If great enough disparities between
assessed and market values are found,
it could lead the council to explore
the possibility of conducting a re-
evaluation, something that has not
been done in 20 years and has been
resisted by local officials in many
communities because of its million
dollar cost.

Presently, the average assessment
of a property in Scotch Plains is about
33 percent of its market value, mean-
ing that a property assessed at
$100,000 has a market value of
$300,000.

The only way to increase that per-
centage level so that assessment more
closely mirrors market value would
be via a revaluation of all 8,000-
township properties.

The mayor promised that once Mr.
Ross’ written report is submitted, it
would be available for the public to
read.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins said the Public
Works Department was expected to
complete the second of its three-phase

leaf collection efforts this week, and
expressed his hope that, weather per-
mitting, the entire program could be
completed in the next few weeks.

Newly-issued federal and state
storm water management regulations
may, in the future, lead to changes in
the way that leaves are collected.
Mayor Marks said at last week’s
Township council meeting that the
council is beginning to look at pos-
sible alternative ways of conducting
leaf collection in coming years.

Mr. Atkins noted that Westfield has
already interpreted those regulations
mandating that leaves be bagged
rather than raked into the street.

“We’re not interpreting the regula-
tions the same way,” he said, although
he admitted that if it turns out to be a
state mandate, then leaves may have
to be bagged in the future.

The council also enacted an ordi-
nance that formalizes left hand turn-

    Photo by SPPD Officer Ted Conley
BIKE PATROL…Scotch Plains police display two new mountain bikes to be used for police bike patrol. Mark Ginsberg of
Garden Homes in Short Hills donated the funds for the bikes and Peter Viglianti of Pro Tour Cycles in Westfield made the
arrangements for delivery. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Lt. Steve Freedman, Community Oriented Policing
Liaison; Mr. Ginsberg; Scotch Plains Police Chief Mark Zyla; Bike Patrol Officer Dave Smith and Mr. Viglianti.

     Joanna Marsh for The Times
SANTA CLAUS IS COMING…This Sunday, December 5, Santa Claus will be
coming to Scotch Plains at the Village Green for the annual holiday celebration
taking place from 2 to 5 p.m. Santa is pictured above on December 1998 as he
greeted hundreds of children at the gazebo.

SP Woman’s Club
Slated to Disband
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Woman’s Club,
a sisterhood spanning 63 years, will
wind up its long tradition of service to
the community with the presentation
of a special gift at its holiday lun-
cheon next week.

With a dwindling roster of active
members, most of whom are elderly,
the club has decided to disband, its
officers confirmed earlier this week. Its
final event will be the luncheon, to be
held on Tuesday, December 7, at noon
at Giovanna’s Restaurant in Plainfield.

As part of this farewell, Club Presi-
dent Patricia Reynolds will present a
check for $15,000 – generated through
the organization’s fundraising efforts
— to the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

Founded in 1941 with a mission of
promoting social welfare and social
life in the community, the club in its
early days had more than 150 mem-
bers, who dressed for club gatherings in
hats and gloves, recalled Mrs. Reynolds,
a member of the club for several years
and President for three.

 During that era, members were ac-
tively involved in such projects as roll-
ing bandages and fundraising for troops
serving in World War II, according to
First Vice President and Program
Chairwoman Edith Czeropski.

Throughout the years, the club has
conducted a variety of fundraisers,
ranging from card parties to cake
sales to fashion shows, to benefit the

community. Its primary endeavor has
been the awarding of an annual nursing
scholarship to young women graduates
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
Additionally, the club has donated food,
clothing and services to those in need.

“We regret the circumstances that
make this necessary after 63 years of
service to the community,” remarked
Mrs. Reynolds, noting that the group
is down to about a dozen active mem-
bers. “We want to thank the commu-

Task Force Presents Findings
After Attending HS Summit

By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Times

A high school summit presentation
was the focal event at the November
23 Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting. The three-day
event  entitled“Reinventing New Jer-
sey High Schools” took place recently
in Piscataway.

A task force representing Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) included Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Carol Choye, SPFHS
Principal Dr. David Heisey, Board
Member Trip Whitehouse, Science
teacher David Kessel, Parent Teacher

Association member Marianne
Devlin, and high school student
Lauren Weisbrod.

This year’s summit was modeled
around a publication entitled Break-
ing Ranks II, which presents several
progressive teaching methods.

Each member of the task force pre-
sented one of the seven strategies
found in Breaking Ranks II. Dr.
Heisey explained how to “establish
central learning” by emphasizing
mastery of topics rather than cover-
age of topics, and by initiating inter-
disciplinary instruction.

Mr. Whitehouse highlighted a strat-

egy that would “increase interaction
between staff and students by reduc-
ing the number of students a faculty
member is responsible for.” This strat-
egy would reduce a large school into
smaller units in a “school within a
school” environment based on aca-
demic area of interest.

Lauren, a 10th grader, told the
board, “I am fortunate enough to have
parents extremely involved in my
academic life.” But because not all
parents are so involved, she high-
lighted another strategy that empha-
sizes adult advocacy of students.

Mr. Kessel spoke of a strategy that
would implement “a variety of in-
structional strategies.” This strategy
would cater to students’ different
learning styles and “allow students to
construct their own knowledge” by
instituting inquiry-based learning.

He explained that it is important
that students are “not bound to just
one right answer.”

Ms. Devlin presented a strategy
that “institutes structural leadership
changes,” that would place students,
teachers and parents in leadership
roles.

After Dr. Heisey concluded the pre-
sentation, the board addressed the
task force with some questions. Board
member Craig Nowlin questioned
whether the “school within a school”
idea provides proper coverage of
subjects.

Dr. Heisey explained,  “you still
get a well-rounded student, but you
get a focus.”

Board President Linda Nelson
asked whether team teaching and in-
terdisciplinary instruction could be
executed with current staff.

Dr. Heisey said, “it’s a matter of
reorganizing,” and “taking resources
and redistributing them.”

Task forces are invited to attend a

FW Planning Bd. Approves One
Subdivision; Delays Two Others

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Planning and Zon-
ing Board of Adjustments heard two
subdivision applications at their regu-
larly scheduled meeting on Novem-
ber 23, while the third was resched-
uled to be heard at the December
meeting.

The board unanimously approved
a subdivision for the property located
at 106 Woodruff Place.

The second application for a subdi-

vision at 49 First Street will be contin-
ued at the December 15 meeting.

The third application proposing a
five-house subdivision located at
Beverly Avenue and Ginder Place by
Woodcliff Inc. will also be heard at
the December 15 meeting.

Attorney for the applicant, Robert
Kraus of Leib, Kraus, Grispin and
Roth of Scotch Plains, presented color
schematics of the Woodruff Place
property to the board. The subdivi-
sion will raze an existing house, sub-

divide the single lot and construct two
new homes fronting onto Estelle Lane.

The applicant, Bill Lyons of
Churchill Developers, was granted a
variance for one of the lots being two
feet shy of the required 75-foot front-
age in this R-75 zone. With one lot
measuring 75 by 125 and the second
lot 73 by 125, board members noted
that both lots are in excess of the
required area for lots in this zone.

Several neighbors adjacent to the prop-
erty objected to the proposal, citing the
zoning requirement not being met, as
well as expressing their concerns re-
garding traffic, parking and density.

Oakwood Court resident, Robert
Howarth, whose backyard abuts one
of the lots, told the board he would
have preferred one large house on a
single lot on this property, which
would be more like the density and
lot sizes on Oakwood Court. The
board, however, cited that two smaller
lots were more in keeping with the
character of the Estelle Lane neigh-

Deer Census, Flu Vaccine
Discussed by SP Council

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Thomas Atkins said last week that the
deer census conducted by Union
County personnel in and around the
Ashbrook Reservation went fine, al-
though he said county officials ex-
pressed some surprise that they did
not spot larger groups of deer during
their observations.

At the Township Council’s confer-
ence meeting on November 23, Mr.
Atkins said the November 21 survey
counted 64 deer in a four-hour pe-
riod, including 10 inside the former
Terry-Lou Zoo property, seven on
one Cooper Road property and 15 to
20 along the Ashbrook Country Club
property.

He said the county would now plot
the results on a map and then contact
officials at the State Fish, Game and
Wildlife Agency. Mayor Martin
Marks said that if the deer count ends
up being as dense as local officials
expect, then a deer reduction pro-
gram could possibly take place dur-
ing the upcoming winter months.

The deer problem on the south side
of Scotch Plains has worsened in re-

cent years as the growing deer popu-
lation, seeking food and shelter in an
overcrowded reservation, has moved
out of the reservation. The deer have
moved into residential areas and, in
the process, are crossing busy local
roads.

Council members and southside
residents have told of seeing groups
of deer in their backyards, and there
have been a number of incidents where
cars have hit and killed deer that were
crossing area streets.

In other business, Mr. Atkins said
that last week’s initial round of flu
vaccines went very well. A total of
240 vaccines were administered on
November 23.

Nearly 450 township residents
registered for the opportunity to be
selected for the first round. It is pos-
sible that all those who registered
will be able to receive a vaccine.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
announced that the township would
administer a new round of 240 flu
vaccines on Thursday, December 9.
The names of those pre-registered
residents who did not receive a flu
vaccine during the first round will be

Most of Historic Kirkview Home
In Westfield to be Moved to Maine

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

On September 14, the Westfield
Town Council approved a resolution
allowing Robert and Joan Vivian to
“remove and relocate a single family
home and demolish a car garage and
basement located at 1 Kirkview
Circle.”

The house, known to some as the
Squire-Radley House and to others as
the Acken House, was originally built
in the 1700s.

Legend said that British Troops
stormed the house during the Revolu-
tionary War. The original owner, Jo-
seph Acken, known as “The Old
Rebel” ran out of the house and into
the field behind, but fooled the sol-
diers into thinking he was in bed.
They used bayonets to stab the bed,
thinking they were killing Acken.

In August, Mr. and Mrs. Vivian told

the town council that they had sold
the property to builder Joseph
Buontempo and the historic home to
an auction company in Maine, which
was going to deconstruct the home
and rebuild it in Maine.

Because the large piece of property
is able to be subdivided into as many
as three lots, the council spent much
time discussing and debating whether
or not to approve the removal and
relocation. It has been the council’s
policy not to approve a home demoli-
tion until the planning board or board
of adjustment makes a decision on
the property.

After much discussion and a months
delay, with several council members
wary about the proposal, the resolu-
tion passed in an eight to one vote,
with Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence Goldman being the only
“no.”

Cyr Auction in Maine originally
planned to deconstruct and move the
house, but upon inspection it was
learned that the house that currently
stands was actually built in the 1830’s.
It is unclear as to whether the original
house was built around, or if it was
destroyed to make way for the current
home.

After Cyr decided that they did not
want to purchase the house, the
Vivians continued to quest for some-
one who wanted it.

According to the Westfield Build-
ing Department, on September 16 a
demolition permit was issued to Jo-
seph Buontempo and on September
27 the deed for the property was trans-
ferred from the Vivians to Margaret

Buontempo for $1,325,000, just under
the $1,450,000 asking price.

Mr. Buontempo told The Westfield
Leader this week that the historic por-
tion of the home is being dismantled,
“and they’re (the Vivians) donating it.”
He continued by saying, “we’re doing
what we’re supposed to do.”

A small guesthouse at the rear of the

property was completely demolished,
as was the side of the house that held
a sun porch and the master bedroom,
which were all built in the 1920s.

Richard Bousquet, President of the
Scotch Plains Historical Society, told
The Leader that he was approached
by the Vivians and offered the house.

  Lauren S. Pass for The Times
PRESERVING HISTORY...The home at 1 Kirkview Circle, which was built in
the early 1800’s, is being deconstructed and transported to Maine for reconstruc-
tion. The portion of the home on the left hand side of the photograph was built in
the 1920’s and is being torn down.


