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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27
Joseph J. Sobala, 19, of

Mountainside was arrested following
a motor vehicle accident investiga-
tion in the 300 block of Prospect
Street. Sobala is alleged to have struck
a curb with his jeep, which then trav-
eled onto a property. There were no
injuries.

Sobala was charged with driving
while intoxicated, refusal to take a
breathalyzer test, leaving the scene of
an accident and careless driving. He
was issued summonses and released.

Michael O’Connor, 18, of Westfield
was arrested after a motor vehicle
accident at Tuttle Parkway in which
his vehicle allegedly traveled onto a
lawn. No injuries were reported.

O’Connor was charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated, possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana, leaving the scene of an acci-
dent and careless driving. He was
subsequently released on his own re-
cognizance.

SP Woman’s Club
Slated to Disband

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- The Scotch
Plains Woman’s Club, a sisterhood
spanning 63 years, will wind up its long
tradition of service to the community
with the presentation of a special gift at
its holiday luncheon next week.

With a dwindling roster of active
members, most of whom are elderly,
the club has decided to disband, its
officers confirmed earlier this week. Its
final event will be the luncheon, to be
held on Tuesday, December 7, at noon
at Giovanna’s Restaurant in Plainfield.

As part of this farewell, Club Presi-
dent Patricia Reynolds will present a
check for $15,000 – generated through
the organization’s fundraising efforts
— to the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

Founded in 1941 with a mission of
promoting social welfare and social
life in the community, the club in its
early days had more than 150 mem-
bers, who dressed for club gatherings in
hats and gloves, recalled Mrs. Reynolds,
a member of the club for several years
and President for some three.

 During that era, members were ac-
tively involved in such projects as roll-
ing bandages and fundraising for troops
serving in World War II, according to
First Vice President and Program
Chairwoman Edith Czeropski.

Throughout the years, the club has
conducted a variety of fundraisers, rang-
ing from card parties to cake sales to
fashion shows, to benefit the commu-
nity. Its primary endeavor has been the
awarding of an annual nursing scholar-
ship to young women graduates of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
Additionally, the club has donated food,
clothing and services to those in need.

“We regret the circumstances that
make this necessary after 63 years of
service to the community,” remarked
Mrs. Reynolds, noting that the group
is down to about a dozen active mem-
bers. “We want to thank the community
for their help and support over the years.”

She described the organization’s
membership as “very interesting
women” that included college gradu-
ates and those who had careers.

While the club has continued to meet
monthly at the Scotch Hills Country
Club in Scotch Plains, it has seen its
ranks decrease in recent years due to
age, infirmities and relocation of some
members. The club has also been un-
successful in attracting new members.

“We’ve tried desperately,” remarked
Mrs. Czeropski, herself a member since
1972, noting that jobs and changing
lifestyles among women have reduced
the pool of prospective members.

She told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times Monday that, although the club
is disbanding, it will continue to fund
the nursing scholarship of its current
recipient through her graduation.

The Scotch Plains Junior Woman’s
Club, for those up to about age 40,
maintains a small yet vital member-
ship and sponsors a variety of events
throughout the year, according to Mrs.
Reynolds. She said these women rep-
resented “hope for the future” that
such groups will continue.

The Scotch Plains Woman’s Club
is part of the General Federation of
Women’s Clubs, headquartered in
Washington, D.C. In New Jersey, lo-
cal clubs account for a total of 17,000
members. Mrs. Czeropski said mem-
bers of the Scotch Plains club wish-
ing to remain active may join chap-
ters in Westfield and Fanwood.

Both Mrs. Reynolds and Mrs.
Czeropski reflected that, for longtime
members, some of whom have been with
the club for 35 years or more, its demise
means the loss of a social venue that had
been an integral part of their lives.

“They will most miss the camara-
derie,” Mrs. Czeropski commented,
adding that members have shared
many activities and memories during
the club’s long history. “These women
have been together forever. It will be
quite a disappointment to close.”

needs to be done in various lots.
Councilman Goldman said that he

was not in favor of making a hasty
decision, and he said that there are
plenty of uses for the money that the
town has raised.

Councilman Echausse said that he
would rather wait to have the discussion
during the budget process in the spring.

In other business, Acting Mayor
Betancourt reported that meetings will
begin after the new year with residents
and representatives from Keller and
Kirkpatrick to discuss what needs to
be done to improve eight intersections
around town. The locations included
McKinley Elementary School; Wood-
land Avenue; Franklin Elementary
School; Clover and Central Avenues;
Ayliffe Avenue; Lawrence, Dudley and
Walnut Avenues; and North Avenue
and Tuttle Parkway.

Mr. Betancourt asked that the coun-
cil members who represent those
wards be present at the meetings and
be involved in the process so that
there is continual communication
with the residents.

He said that meetings will tell the
town “what the neighbors are in favor of
and what the professionals recommend.”
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Rollbacks

itself.”
“The source of the problem, as well

as the odor is concerned, has been
identified,” Board member John Perrin
said. He continued by saying that LEW
Corporation will start a thorough and
exhaustive analysis, which was set to
begin on December 4.

Paul Otto of Paul Otto Construc-
tion will investigate why the exterior
insulation failed miserably, Mr. Perrin
said.

“Until we can find out why it has
failed, we are not going to allow any
reinstallation of insulation,” Mr.
Perrin concluded.

In other news, Board President
Peter Goggi announced “a tentative
agreement has been reached with the
teachers.”

He also reported on a bus incident
that happened two weeks ago involving
the driver for the PEAK program. The
driver, an employee of Union County
Educational Services, passed a bus,
which was stopped with its red lights
on. He was pulled over and it was
determined there was a warrant for his
arrest. The driver was fired and a new
driver took over the route last Monday.

Vice President Mary Beth
Schaumberg announced that Gover-
nor Livingston High School (GL)
would be initiating a new program for
ninth graders called Project Connect.
It is targeted towards students who are
not eligible for the Honors program,
but do not qualify for basic skills help.

According to Mrs. Schaumberg,
the group the program is intended for
gets “lost in the shuffle.”

Block scheduling will be utilized,
and math and science classes will be
combined. The creators of the pro-
gram hope to engage students by al-
lowing more hands-on activities.

“It will contain a lot more hands-on
stuff that is prohibited in a 40-minute
period,” Mrs. Schaumberg said.

If the pilot program is successful, it

Beechwood Odor Identified
To Be From Wet Insulation
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will be incorporated into higher grades
in the future.

The Tuesday, December 14 BOE
meeting will be held at Beechwood
School and it will be the first time the
board will be using the newly pur-
chased audio/visual equipment.

Mr. Goggi said, “It is doubtful we
will actually televise that meeting. It
will be a trial run.”

In other business, Councilman
Keith Turner announced that the bor-
ough would sell a surplus police ve-
hicle.

The vehicle, a 2001 Ford Crown
Victoria, has 72,601 miles. Those
interested in making a bid are asked
to contact the borough clerk.

Finally, it was announced that a
grant in the amount of $8,468 has
been awarded to the borough to assist
Mountainside for its compliance in
the Stormwater Regulation Program.

According to the mayor, the bor-
ough, along with all other New Jer-
sey municipalities, must map all of
its storm sewer drains.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, December 14, at
8p.m.
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MS Council

fered the house. According to Mr.
Bousquet, the Vivians originally wanted
$50,000 for the center, and oldest por-
tion, of the house, and a private buyer
wanted to purchase the newer portion
to attach to his historic home.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Histori-
cal Society is working with the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club to
restore the Betsy Frazee House on the
property of the old Terry Lou Zoo.

Mr. Bousquet told The Leader that
his group offered the Vivians $30,000
for the structure after it was examined
and valued by experts. The society and
rotary were planning to use parts from
the Kirkview home to restore the Frazee
House.

Mr. Bousquet, who specializes in re-
storing older and historic homes, explained
that older lumber and other items have to
be found in order to restore them properly.
He said that this could have been a “great
case of sacrificing one historic home to
save another,” which he said has been done
before.

Mr. Bousquet told The Leader that he
had no contact with Mr. Buontempo
through any of the negotiations.

On Monday morning, Mr. Bousquet
was informed by the Vivians’ attorney
that the deal was no longer on the table
and that the contractor currently
deconstructing the house would be tak-
ing it to Maine and possibly selling it
for the Vivians.

Robert Vivian, Jr. told The Leader
that his “parents did not have to go to
this extent to save the house,” but that
they are doing so because of their love
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of history and the house.
The Vivians are now employing Wil-

liam Gould Architectural Preservation
of Connecticut to deconstruct the house.

According to their website,
www.traditional-building.com, the
company “continues to rescue and of-
fer for sale endangered structures that
need to be relocated.”

Each room is being catalogued in its
original state, and as the rooms are
dismantled, sketches are made of where
each of the beams belong.

Each beam is then numbered and
lettered by room so that it can be recon-
structed.

Every part of the main house, includ-
ing the original wide floorboards, will
be transported to Maine at the Vivians’
expense.

The Vivians are currently planning for
the structure to “be an addition to the
house in Maine,” that they purchased, the
junior Mr. Vivian told The Leader.

The senior Mr. Vivian, his two sons
and two workmen from the William
Gould Company, are all working at the
site each day to carefully dismantle and
preserve each piece.

“I am just glad that the Vivians have
taken the opportunity, at their own ex-
pense, to preserve a piece of history.
But I wish the house was staying in
Westfield,” said Fourth Ward Council-
man James Foerst.

Most of Historic Kirkview
Home to Be Moved to Maine

blowers, chippers or shredders are
outlined as “creating a loud and dis-
turbing noise.” Also, any type of
equipment used in construction,
which is powered by electricity, air,
gasoline or diesel fuel, is considered
machinery, which is loud and dis-
turbing.

Added to the list are portable gaso-
line powered electrical generators,
electric powered circular or recipro-
cating saws, air compressors or tools
driven by compressed air.

Ordinance 1843 is an amendment to
the town’s Land Use Ordinance, which
affects construction grade, yard, front
yard, side yard and back yard defini-
tions, as well as conditional uses for
buildings or structures within the Cen-
tral Business District (CBD). The con-
ditional uses will allow complying non-
profit chartered membership organiza-
tions, residential public utility facili-
ties, certain cellular telecommunica-
tions antennas and age-restricted multi-
family housing to occupy space within
the CBD. Other portions of the ordi-
nance outline changes in the minimum
number of parking spaces in each zone
district, as well as minimum numbers
of off-street parking and loading spaces.
It also outlines lighting requirements.

Ordinance 1844 will provide a
handicapped parking space at 122
Livingston Street.

All three ordinances are scheduled
for a second reading, which includes
public input, at the Tuesday, Decem-
ber 14 meeting, which begins at 8
p.m.

In other business, Allison O’Hara,
Executive Director of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce, made a
presentation of the town’s 2004 holi-
day ornament to the members of the
town’s governing body.

According to Mrs. O’Hara, the or-
nament features the Reeve House on
Mountain Avenue because of the
Westfield Historical Society’s quest
for accessing the historic home.

She stated that the ornament can be
purchased at the Town Bank, Bank of
America, Robert Treat or Chamber
Offices.

In other business, Town Administra-
tor James Gildea announced that on
Monday, December 13, beginning at
6:30 p.m., a meeting regarding the Rec-
reation Commission’s plan to replace
the field on the corner of Lambert’s
Mill Road and Rahway Avenue will be
held in the town’s Community Room in
the municipal building. All residents
and field users are invited to attend.

Finally, Mayor Gregory McDermott
announced that due to inclement weather
last Sunday’s Tree Lighting ceremony
was canceled. He further noted that the
Tree Lighting is rescheduled for 5:30
p.m. on Sunday, December 5.
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Leaf Bagging


