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ROTH DOUBLES, SCORES 2; GUY GETS 2 SINGLES, RBI

Joe Boys Make St. Jude Pay,
Win 3-1, Defensive Struggle

BATTILORO, DITRILIO RAP 4 HITS; CERCHIO, 3 RBI

Elizabeth Softball Blue Stings
WF Police-2 Thieves, 22-13

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After suffering its first set back of
the season by Westfield PD-2 on Au-
gust 4, the Elizabeth Police Depart-
ment1 came back to handcuff the
Thieves, 22-13, on Memorial Field in
Westfield on August 18 in the Union
County Police Softball League. Eliza-
beth unloaded 31 hits.

Elizabeth captain Mike Powers led
with two triples, two doubles and
four RBI. Darryl Warner went 5-for-
5, with two doubles and five RBI.

“This was probably the best all-

around offensive game we played and
it came at a very good time heading
into the playoffs,” said Powers. “Billy
(Sharkey) pitched a great game. He
had two K’s looking; a couple of guys
broke out of their slumps and we’re
continuing to play good ball.”

The Thieves triggered 20 hits. Steve
Ditrilio went 4-for-4 with an RBI.
Jeff Battiloro hammered two singles,
doubled, tripled and scored a run.

Thief Lou Cerchio fired off two
singles, robbed home plate and racked
up three RBI. Mike Duelks had two
hits and an RBI. Jerry Lipshitz con-
nected twice and scored twice. Mitch
Harris singled, doubled and scored
twice. Eddie Wagner tripled and
brought in a run while Greg Hobson
and Rich Beaton each singled and
accounted for one run.

“After beating two top teams last
week, we came out here with high
hopes that we would put these guys
away and put ourselves into position
for a solid playoff spot,” explained

Thief Greg Kasko. “This was a good
test and it showed that we need to get
our game together. What this team
needs to do is to come in with a solid
game, no errors and hit. We now have
guys hitting that were not earlier in
the season. Our defense is solid.
Lipshitz anchors as the shortstop and
I dare say that I’ll put my outfield up
against any good team in this league.
We’re on a good roll right now and

I’m happy to hear that these guys feel
we’re a team to be reckoned with.”

The game featured several marvel-
ous defensive plays. In the third in-
ning, Sheriff Schmitt hit a shot to left,
rounded third and headed home only
to be gunned down by third baseman
Todd Earl. In the sixth, shortstop
Lipshitz grabbed a liner, stepped on
second and fired to Wagner at first for
the double play.

The Sheriffs targeted five runs on
six shots in the top of the first inning.
Powers had an RBI sacrifice and
Darryl Warner rapped a two-run
single. Ken Barnes ripped an RBI
single and Tim Mulhall added an RBI
double.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hanging very loosely onto second
place in the Angels Division, St. Jo-
seph evened its record to 11-11 with a

3-1, defensive squeaker over the “up
and down” St. Jude team of the Saints
Division in St. Bartholomew’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League ac-
tion at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains
on August 19. The Joe boys put to-
gether a pair of three-hit innings, scor-
ing a run in each, and capitalized on an
intentional walk to score an insurance
run that diminished St. Jude’s hopes.

Defense was definitely the clear
boss as each team played error-free
ball. St. Jude shortstop Joe DeChiaro
was a human vacuum as was third
baseman Ben LoBrace. DeChiaro
played a role in eight putouts, which
included several fine scoops of hot
grounders, and LoBrace participated
in six, which included sucking up two
vicious line drives.

Joe shortstop Amilcar “Milk”
Monroy demonstrated some defen-
sive brilliance also, while setting up
five putouts. While playing first base,
Marty Bernstein made two cerebral
plays in the same inning and second
baseman Mike Jonny demonstrated

his superb adroitness by grabbing a
line drive off the glove of pitcher
Frank Chupko to end the game.

The Joes totaled seven hits and
were led by Bob Guy, who went 2-
for-3 with an RBI, and Damon Roth,
who doubled and scored twice.
Bernstein was 1-for-1 with a run
scored while Jonny and Monroy each
tapped RBI singles.

The 10-11 Judes rapped nine singles,
three in a scoreless inning, and were
led by Charlie Laskowski, who went
3-for-3 and produced the only RBI.
Kevin Lonergan singled and scored
the only Jude run. DeChiaro, Don
Rowbotham, Tony Perfilio, LoBrace
and Joe Tilocca also singled.

“We started 9-4. Then, we went 1-
6. Now we are 10-10,” said LoBrace
prior to the game. “We won some
close games earlier and lost some
close games later. It all boils down to
the last two weeks, however.”

In the top of the first inning, Roth
ripped a double to right and skipped

WHS Athletic Hall to Induct
Ten Individuals, Two Teams
The Westfield High School (WHS)

Athletic Hall of Fame committee will
induct eight former WHS athletes,
one WHS trainer, one Athletic Hall of
Fame co-founder and two former
WHS teams at the induction dinner to
be held at the Westwood in Garwood
on Monday, November 22, at 6 p.m.
The 2004 inductees include: Dave
Brown, Pat Cumming (Stuhler), Dana
Zonnevylle, Darren Hertell, John
D’Andrea, Jim Ohaus, Russell “Boo”
Bowers, Richard Gottlick, John Kerr,
the 1986-87 boys lacrosse teams, the
1988 girls soccer team and Lee Hale.

Dave Brown was a quarterback
under football coach Ed Tranchina,
earning All-State Group 4 first team
honors as a senior. He was second-
team All-Union County in basketball
and earned All-State first team in
lacrosse. Brown went on to shine as
quarterback at Duke University and
the New York Giants made him their
first-round draft pick. Within two
years he had been elected the team’s
offensive captain and he served in
that role from 1994-97.

As a WHS junior and senior, Pat

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 9

The seventh annual All-Corbin
Team will appear in the September
9 issue of The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
The All-Corbin Team features pho-
tos of fine or unusual plays, umpires
and fan shots taken at local softball
league games. Additionally, All-
Corbin will include youth baseball,
Senior American Legion and Junior
American Legion photos.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ST. ROTH MAKING ST JUDE PAY…Superstar Damon Roth scores the whole way from first base in the seventh inning
after being intentionally walked with two outs. Roth’s score gave the Joe boys an insurance run. Catcher Bill Lawrence was
pressured to make a quick tag but without the ball.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING IN FOR A TRIPLE…Westfield PD-2 Thief Ed Wagner slides into third
with a triple and eventually scores in the sixth inning as Elizabeth team captain
Mike Powers awaits the throw.
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