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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Dothienenteritis – Inflammation of

the intestines; typhoid fever
2. Decaudate – To deprive of a tail
3. Ascham – A receptacle for archery

implements
4. Ululation – Howling or hooting

THRALL
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. To enslave
3. A loud clanging noise
4. To disregard or consider unimpor-

tant
CASSE-TETE

1. The head of a household
2. Hard-headed; stubborn
3. A bludgeon or club having a stone

fastened to a wooden handle
4. Any headband

INNITENCY
1. A resting upon; pressure
2. The quality of being wise; common

sense
3. An unsettled or confused state
4. A private road or lane

HOWM
1. A hermit; loner
2. A given site or location
3. A Scottish thatched hut
4. A lowland by a waterside

Westfielder Gives
Hats Off to Jim Baker
For New Parking Sign
“Hats Off” to Westfield resident Jim

Baker for having new signs made for the
Elm Street parking lot. His new signs
clearly show there is free parking for
shoppers on weekends.

Jim Baker has done more to improve
the parking in Westfield than all the stud-
ies over the past 30 years. The town
should take the example set by Mr. Baker
and place new signs in the other parking
lots. It doesn’t do much good to have free
parking if people don’t know it or don’t
understand the signs.

Congratulations Jim, for making our
town a little better.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

SP Doctor Thanks
Residents, PD, Rescue
Squad for Assistance
On Friday, August 6, I was riding my

bicycle on Hetfield Avenue at Elizabeth
Avenue when a van ran a stop sign. I was
unable to stop and hit the van quite hard,
breaking my clavicle. Several of the
people in the surrounding houses ran out
to offer assistance. They’d already called
911 and waited with me for the police.

One kind gentleman even went down
the street to write down the license plate
of the van, as the driver never bothered to
come see if I was alright. The police
arrived within what seemed like three
minutes, and took care of me until the
Rescue Squad arrived.

Officers Suzanne Butler, Jerry Brown
and Jim Ritchie were consummate caring
professionals. One of them even dropped
my bike off at my house. The Rescue
Squad, led by Joanne Gurske, was equally
kind and helpful.

I hope your readers never need these
services, but they should be reassured
that if they do they can expect the same
rapid, professional and caring attention.

Victor Sloan, MD
Scotch Plains

In This Crisis of Confidence in New Jersey,
Governor McGreevey Please Resign Now

As Told on Television, Next Year’s PGA
At Baltusrol Country Club is a Great Setting

It’s been two weeks since New Jersey Governor
James McGreevey made his tumultuous announce-
ment that he intends to resign, but not until Monday,
November 15. The political battle has been raging,
driven by Democrats and Republicans alike, for the
governor to resign now, or at least by September 2,
so that a special election can be held to replace him.

After hearing all the arguments, we must agree –
Governor McGreevey, please resign now.

Senator Jon Corzine said last Sunday, what others
have been saying all along – there is “a crisis of

confidence” in New Jersey government.
The special election for a new governor is a

“must do” first step to fix the crisis in New Jersey
government. Then, the state constitution must be
fixed to define an orderly definition for transition
of power in such circumstances. Then, real Pay-
to-Play legislation must be enacted to crush exist-
ing practices.

The people of New Jersey are good people and it
disgusts us to have the rest of the world believe
otherwise.

Like many, in the evening to relax I turn on the TV
and prop my feet up on the coffee table. Generally,
there is little on; but I seek some news and try to
avoid the commercials or a station switch to
infomercials. I confess – I’m a clicker.

Within minutes though, I’m likely to doze off as
the programs seem to flood the room with ether. This
probably leaves me exposed to being indelibly and
sublimely imprinted with advertisements and misin-
formation while in my catatonic state.

There are moments while in deep sleep, something
on TV jars me enough to reach a sliver of conscious-
ness. That happened the other night as the new
Mayor of Summit, Jordan Glatt, was being inter-
viewed on the regional TV news program. The talk
was about the PGA coming to Summit – Headlined
with a prominent banner saying the same. The mayor
was extolling about how proud he was for the City of
Summit and how he was mobilizing volunteers in the
community to provide free water and other services.

This jarred me as the very fine golf club in Summit
is Canoe Brook Country Club and the trustees spe-
cifically prohibit professional golf tournaments. I
thought I missed one of their newsletters.

The mayor continued with the program host, and
I elevated my consciousness enough to pay more
attention. The mayor discussed how he and the city
are working with NJ Transit to ensure the necessary
transportation for the event.

I eventually realized the discussion was about next

year’s PGA golf championship to be held at Baltusrol
Golf Club. To the moderator’s credit, albeit at the
very end of the program, the Summit Mayor was
asked, “but isn’t Baltusrol in Springfield?”

Mayor Glatt quickly recovered and replied, “Yes,
but we have a train station nearby and we’re working
very closely with NJ Transit who is the transporta-
tion partner of the event.”

It’s being advertised that “NJ TRANSIT Becomes
First-Ever ‘Preferred Transportation Partner’ For
Prestigious PGA Championship, to be held August
8-14, 2005 at Baltusrol Golf Club, in Springfield,
New Jersey.”

“NJ TRANSIT’s Summit Rail Station, located just
minutes from Baltusrol Golf Club, will serve as a
transportation hub for the 87th PGA Championship,
with shuttle buses bringing spectators to and from the
golf course during the designated hours of the event.
In addition, as part of its partnership with the PGA
Championship, NJ TRANSIT will initiate a wide-
spread promotional campaign for the 87th PGA Cham-
pionship, including posters on rail cars, banners at rail
stations and even messages on NJ TRANSIT’s Quik-
Tik® monthly pass, among other initiatives.”

For those that have attended professional golf
tournaments, particularly the U.S. Open at Baltusrol,
you know how great the events are. I plan to make
every effort to attend.

But I’m not going to get lost by going to Summit.
I’m going to Shunpike Road in Springfield.

Letters to the Editor

Westfield Mother Shares Letters
From Troops Serving in Iraq

Caring Hearts from Home has been
active in encouraging support for our
troops overseas. We thought you might
like to hear first hand from the recipients
of the contributions the Westfield com-
munity has made.

The following are taken from letters
from our troops in Iraq. They are, in fact,
a thank you to the generous people in the
Westfield area for their donations that
make these deployment /hygiene kits
possible.

We of Caring Hearts from Home thank
those of you who drop off at the Library,
ReMax and Burgdorff Realtors, and the
High School. We also thank any groups
that have been active in supporting our
troops.

As these letters show, the Salvation
Army has turned your donations into real
care packages for our soldiers, who loved
them! We also thank the USO and Ameri-
can Red Cross for their programs that also
send care packs to our troops.

For further information on what you
can do, contact Caring Hearts from Home
at their email address:
caringheartsfromhome@yahoo.com

Dianne Gorbaty
For Caring Hearts from Home

I got the packages today, and distrib-
uted them. THANK YOU SOOOOOOO
MUCH, and please thank Scott* for me.
The soldiers were really appreciative.
Everyone here wants everyone there to
know how much they appreciate the sup-
port from home.

Anyway, the soldiers here want to send
you something to express their thanks.
They were thinking about a map of Iraq
(Unclassified) signed by all of us. Maybe
you guys could post it somewhere?

These hygiene kits are really great!
They make life a lot easier and are very
complete. The boss here, a colonel, really
liked the bag too. People back home need
to know how important their support is.
Sometimes, just thinking about home can
get you through the day, as Iraq is not the
nicest place, and conditions can get bad
sometimes. Thanks for everything you
guys do to support the troops. It means a
lot.

Matthew Gorbaty
Westfield, NJ

*Scott refers to Scott Shepherd, Salva-
tion Army, Volunteer/Coordinator

Part of a letter from SSgt. K. Campbell,
USAF, from Iraq, July 28, 2004:

I wanted to thank you so much for the
Salvation Army toiletry bags that you had
sent to us. It was incredibly sweet of you
and everyone was acting like it was Christ-
mas morning. As a matter of fact, I dropped
my toothbrush in the shower trailer yes-
terday morning and had to throw it away.
Needless to say…I was happy to see a
travel toothbrush in my bag! The bag is
nicer than the one I have now so I’m going
to upgrade.

Again, thank you very much!

SSgt. Ken Campbell
Austin, TX

Resident Feels WF Speed Bumps
Are More Hazardous than Helpful

The other night at about 9:30 p.m., I
had the occasion to be driving on South
Chestnut Street between North Avenue
and Broad Street in the middle of a sig-
nificant rainstorm. As I sit here today, I
wonder how I was able to survive the trip
without doing serious harm to another
motorist, a parked car, or myself.

There I was, lights on, wipers on, rain
coming down, driving along trying to
make my way home only to be “attacked”
by four or five oncoming cars trying to do
the same thing, but in the opposite direc-
tion. Things were okay until the first
approaching car encountered the speed
hump (an incredibly appropriate moni-
ker) about three blocks ahead.

As it and each successive car mounted
the summit of the hump, it was as if each
car was turning its bright lights on, di-
rectly into my line of vision — making it
extremely difficult to see what was in
front or alongside of my car. At the same
time I was trying to see where I was going,
the oncoming cars were “flashing” their
headlights in my face. All the while, I was
trying to navigate over the rumble strips,
speed humps and other “safe” driving
impediments that somebody decided to
install in the roadway. I narrowly missed
hitting at least three parked cars and,
clearly, the oncoming traffic was having
the same difficulty avoiding my car and
the cars that were parked along their side
of the road.

The crowning touch, however, came
after I ran the gauntlet of humps and
bumps and crossed the “red road” at the
intersection of Chestnut and St. Marks. I
drove into a pothole large enough to lose
a Greyhound bus. Thank God there was
no car coming in the other direction or I
would have driven right into it.

My point in all of this is several-fold:
I cannot understand how anybody in

their right mind can think that speed humps
make it safer for drivers or pedestrians.
All the humps do is force each driver to
take their eye off the ball as far as driving
or being on the lookout for children, bikes,
or other pedestrians as they approach,
cross and continue on after each hump. In
wet, slippery, limited vision situations,
they are extremely dangerous, not help-
ful. Likewise, most drivers feel compelled
to speed up after each hump to make up
for lost time, therefore defeating the in-

tended purpose of the humps.
I cannot understand how the Town of

Westfield can find the funds to install
these ridiculous humps when it appar-
ently can’t find the funds to repair gaping
potholes that are dangerous and unsafe. It
surprises me that the crew that built the
humps couldn’t find enough extra asphalt
while they were building the humps to
repair obvious potholes that weren’t more
than fifteen feet away from where they
were working.

I grew up in Westfield. Upon graduat-
ing from college, I have been a Westfield
resident and taxpayer since 1972. Dur-
ing this time I have seen some great
things happen in this town as well as
some unbelievably stupid things. These
speed humps on South Chestnut Street,
Benson Place and Gallows Hill Road are
among some of the dumbest things I
have ever seen in the 56 years that I have
been here.

My wife and I have lived on Kimball
Avenue across from Wilson School for
the past 24 years. Two years ago, the town
decided to finally repave all the streets
immediately surrounding Wilson School
as they had fallen into serious disrepair
and presented a hazard to traffic, as well
as children walking to and from school.
Before the repaving work was done, it
was not uncommon for cars to speed by
on Kimball at speeds approaching 45
MPH. Now that the road surface is better,
the incidence of that kind of speed has
increased not decreased.

I’m sure the town is aware of the situ-
ation because somebody took the time
and spent money to install fabric banners
on many of the surrounding telephone
poles saying “Slow Down – Keep
Westfield Safe.” The banners are so high
and so far away from the roadway that
nobody sees them or pays any attention.
Another waste of time and money.

If the idea is to slow down traffic on the
streets in question, I believe a few strate-
gically placed stop signs (4 way) would
achieve the purpose without creating a
nuisance or dangerous condition at con-
siderably less cost, both first cost and
maintenance cost to the taxpayer and resi-
dents of the community.

What were they thinking?

A. Robert Borton, Jr.
Westfield

Community Commentary

by Garland C. "Bud" Boothe, Jr.
Former Westfield Mayor, 1992-1996

Will this unhappy episode in New
Jersey’s political history have any direct
impact on Westfield and local govern-
ment. Quite possibly, in that it could set in
process a chain of reforms that would
definitely impact here, for better or worse.

Most obviously, this will renew the
call to have an elected Lieutenant Gover-
nor. Notwithstanding the fact this is the
second time in three years one could have
taken over, I continue to think it is a poor
idea for reasons I will not detail here.

Instead, the Senate President should
become the real (not acting) governor for
the rest of the term. The surrendered
Senate seat and Senate Presidency should
be filled by others. Really, would anyone
who served as chief executive ever went
to go back to being a legislator – J.Q.
Adams is the only one I can think of.

This succession issue might accelerate
a rethink of a lot of other things in the
1947 New Jersey Constitution. Things
are  of definite concern at our local level
— for starters, property taxes and the
general system of taxes. The state could
allow taxation of some types of property,
for example business and commercial, at
a different rate than residential.

Recently our Supreme Court said the
legislature should not finance a gap in the
budget by allowing another agency to
borrow by issuing bonds. It’s like buying
groceries with a mortgage. The court said
this would cause chaos for the budget. So
okay, but do not do it again. Who is
kidding who – Our credit rating has sunk
from the highest to near-junk. This im-
pacts on what it costs Westfield and the
other 565 municipalities to borrow. Pro-
hibitions on borrowing are be in order.

Should the state be given the clear
responsibility to pay for the cost of that
“thorough and efficient education,” with
local districts having the option of doing
more by voter-approved self-taxation?

I hope prohibition of dual office hold-
ing is implemeted. Only the Garden State

Constitutional Convention
Needed to Revamp State

Former Resident
Thanks Police Officer
For Returning Wallet
I grew up in Westfield and recently

returned for a visit. My daughters and I
stayed with my sister and toured some
NYC sights. One day, as we returned on
the train from the city, I emptied my bag
on the platform in Westfield to search for
car keys. Late that afternoon I realized my
wallet was missing. My sister and I re-
traced my steps at the station and ended
up at the Police Department to file a
report.

I would like to thank the fine police
officer who found my wallet and turned it
in! I am forever grateful and so heart
warmed to know that my hometown is
still a wonderful place.

BJ Campbell McKee
Memphis,TN

Clergy Appeals to Residents; Save
Darfur From Genocide Emergency

Town Should Stop
McMansions, Enact
Law on Port-a-Johns
It’s a shame that our town continues to

do very little to stop contractors from
buying, knocking down and building these
McMansions which for the most part do
not fit in with the rest of the neighborhood
but now since it’s happening around my
home these Port-a-John’s sitting in front
of the McMansion two feet from the street
is a hazard and eye sore. Call the police
and you are told they can not do anything.
Call the health dept and they say they are
under staffed. The other day I watched a
couple of kids knock one down and in-
stead of yelling at them I applauded them.
What can the citizens of Westfield do to
first stop the McMansions from being
built and secondly enact a new ordinance
which states, “All Port-a-John`s must be
put in the rear of every yard and centered
in that yard so the neighbors will not see
or smell it.” Please editor, help me.

John Mancini
Westfield

allows it. We have had people holding
two elected and even additional appointed
(e.g. municipal attorney) posts. There
clearly is a conflict of interest recurring.
For example, a state senator from Newark
happens to be the mayor for that city. The
current hockey arena project is the latest
demonstration of the conflict at work –
the Senator can block legislation affect-
ing the rest of the state if he does not get
what he wants as Newark mayor.

There are a multitude of joint-office-
holders, state legislature, county free-
holder, municipal mayor or council mem-
ber, “day jobs” with state or county gov-
ernment and appointive ones including
public authorities and public body coun-
sel. Incidentally, every day spent in any
state, county or local public sector job
paying $4,000 counts in calculating a
state pension, figured against the highest
salary job ever held – our departing gov-
ernor, former mayor, assemblyman, state
senator, is well fixed in that department.

Hopefully we would have a reexami-
nation of some features, which go back to
colonial days. County government was
eliminated in Connecticut and Massa-
chusetts and never existent in Hawaii and
Alaska. Should we eliminate electing
“constitutional offices” such as Sheriff
and Surrogate, officials whose duties are
not, and should not be, politically based.

Some newer concepts could be consid-
ered, such as term limits, initiative, refer-
endum recall — some of which we have
now, although never used.

I hope a real Constitutional Conven-
tion resultd, one with no pre-conditions
or restriction — as the property tax pro-
posal does. There should be limits on how
many elected officials can participate.

Does this sound like 1787, when repre-
sentatives from 13 sovereign ex-colonies
crafted what Gladstone called the finest
work ever to come off the brain of man.
You betcha! Will it ever happen? Stay
tuned, but do not hold your breath.

We, the undersigned, are members of
the clergy representing various faith com-
munities in Westfield. August 25 has
been designated a day to call attention to
the plight of those in the Darfur region of
the Sudan. Over 80 faith organizations
are taking part in this initiative, including
the Episcopal Church USA, The Union
for Reform Judaism, and the Lutheran
World Relief. In that spirit, we are joining
together in this letter.

As you know, the situation in Sudan is
critical, with hundreds of thousands of
refugees and victims of atrocities at risk
of dying over the next several months.
For the first time in its history, the Com-
mittee on Conscience of the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum has de-
clared a “genocide emergency,” saying
that genocide is imminent or is actually
happening in the Darfur region of Sudan.
According to the United Nations, more
than 2 million people are being affected
by an ongoing campaign of ethnic cleans-
ing carried out by the Sudanese govern-

ment and its proxies. The current death
toll is estimated at 50,000 to 100,000,
with more than 1 million civilians inter-
nally displaced and hundreds of thou-
sands in refugee camps in neighboring
Chad.

We hope that you consider sending
funds to the various relief agencies at-
tempting to assist those in Darfur, and
send a letter to Congress, the President,
and the United Nations. Information
can be found on the website
savedarfur.org.

Together, we can make a difference.

Rev. Keith Jones, First Congrega-
tional Church; Pastor Paul Kritsch,
Redeermer Lutheran Church; Rabbi
Charles Kroloff, Emeritus, Temple
Emanu-El; Father Joseph Masiello,
Holy Trinity Catholic Church; Rev.
Leon Randall, St. Lukes A.M.E. Zion
Church; Rabbi Douglas Sagal, Temple
Emanu-El; Rev. Dee Dee Turlington,
First Baptist Church
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