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PHOTO ID…The NJ Division of Consumer Affairs this month issued the new
digital photo identification licenses that all burglar and fire alarm technicians and
locksmiths across the state will soon have. Pictured, from left to right, are: Scott
Fischbein of Scott’s Security Systems; Chris Mosley of Complete Security Sys-
tems; Reni Erdos, Director of the N.J. Division of Consumer Affairs; Robert
Shoremount of Consumer Affairs; Gerard Duffy Spectrum Cable and Alarm
Systems; Martin Arnold of Arnold’s Safe & Lock Co., Inc. and Barbara Cook of
Consumer Affairs.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model     Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

TREE TIPS:
Caring For Your Trees

By: Martin Schmiede, President
Schmiede Tree Expert Company

     Human life, its origins and its
destinies are tied inextricably to
the lives of trees.  Had there
never been trees, the human race
probably would never have de-
veloped its present forms.  If the
trees should die, it is conceivable
that mankind too would become
extinct.  Today trees continue to
produce vast amounts of oxygen
while consuming carbon dioxide.
When breathing, think of the
trees: truly one of your life sup-
port systems.
     Healthy trees can live for
many years, even centuries.  The
oldest living trees in our world
are bristle cone pines.  There are
4,900 year-old bristle cone pines
alive today in California.  Scien-
tists are able to interpret with
these ancient trees the weather
patterns throughout past centu-
ries.
     However, not all trees have
the same life-spans as the bristle
cone pines.  Some die of natural
causes, others of abuse or ne-
glect.  The first signs of trouble
for trees’ health are dying
branches.  Perhaps lack of sun-
light or nutrients were causes. PAID BULLETIN BOARD

SCHMIEDE TREE
EXPERT CO., INC.

908-233-TREE
For Instant Reply-
Call: 908-482-8855

Maybe a fungus, drought, in-
sects or breakage were reasons.
In our Eastern area, improperly
applied weed controls bring
problems for the trees.
     The times to take actions in
saving trees are the first signs of
distress.  Dead branches fall to
the ground and decaying, be-
come part of the soil humus.  For
homeowners, dead limbs over-
hanging houses, play-yards, pa-
tios, driveways or walkways are
invitations to disaster.  Periodic
trimming is important.  Cabling,
bracing and surgery are needed
in special cases.  Trees should
be inspected and dead wood re-
moved about every three years.
In areas far removed from
houses, longer time intervals
may be acceptable.
     Tree feeding is a much ne-
glected necessity.  Time-release
nutrients containing all major
trace elements are important in-
gredients in professional tree
care to make exhausted trees
strong, brittle wood durable and
anemic leaves healthy.  Yet too
often we go about feeding our
lawns without giving heed to the

appetites of our trees.
     Healthy trees are able to with-
stand many environmental
stresses including winds, icings,
droughts, insects, frosts and con-
centrations of pollutants.  Some
of these stresses are integral parts
of their growth processes.  Wind
rocks the trees back and forth,
tearing up some of the small
roots and promoting regrowth in
the root systems.  Thus oxygen
can re-enter the ground through
cracks in the soil.
     Trees, as with all living assets
of our good world, need con-
tinual observation and apprecia-
tion - and tender loving care for
health.

Fraud Watch – “A Sucker is Born Every Minute”

Beware of African Money Scam
NEWARK - Consumer Affairs Di-

rector Reni Erdos is cautioning citi-
zens about unsolicited correspon-
dence from strangers who purport to
be from Africa and who are seeking to
lure “reliable” and “trustworthy”
people into entering into various busi-
ness arrangements with promises of
millions of dollars.

These are fraudulent solicitations.
If it sounds too good to be true, it
probably is. No one gets something,
especially money, for nothing.

What is known as the Advance Fee
Fraud dates back to the 1980s. Over
the years, the scheme has taken on a
variety of different forms. However
the goal is the same: to separate vic-
tims from their money.

Variations of the scheme, also
known as “419” after the section of
the Nigerian penal law that deals with
this type of fraud, have been commu-
nicated through letter and e-mails
and have included:

An individual in an e-mail claims
to be a political refugee from Zimba-
bwe who has $150 million dollars
and needs a safe place in the United
States to keep it.; A man sends a
“strictly confidential” letter in which
he claims to be the “Director of Project
Execution in the Nigerian National
Petroleum Corporation.” He reports
he was assigned to seek the assistance
of a “reliable” foreign company or
individual through which we could
transfer the sum of $27.5 million -- It
goes on.

The latest variation of the scheme

involves defrauding people who are
selling expensive items, such as cars,
over the Internet. A person based in
Africa contacts the seller claiming to
be interested in purchasing the item
and sends a cashier’s check drawn
against a U.S. bank account to pay for
the item. However, before the check
arrives, the buyer explains that the
amount of the check will be thou-
sands of dollars more than the
purchaser’s asking price. The buyer
then asks the seller to mail the differ-
ence when the check clears. The seller
agrees. Soon after the check arrives,
the victim deposits it into his or her
bank account. When the check clears
he or she sends the buyer the differ-
ence, as promised. However, a week
or so later, the bank discovers the
check is a fake and turns to the seller
for the entire amount of the check.

These are just examples of some of
the forms this scam has taken on. U.S.
authorities estimate that these frauds
cost victims hundreds of millions of
dollars worldwide and the U.S. Se-
cret Service reports receiving 100
calls a day from Americans who have
been approached or defrauded by
Advance Fee Fraud criminals. Since
January, alone, New Jersey has re-
ceived dozens of such complaints
which have been referred to the U.S.
Department of Treasury’s Secret Ser-
vice for investigation.

Citizens who receive African Fraud
solicitations are urged to contact the
Secret Service at (973) 656-4500;
(609) 989-2008; or (609) 487-1300.

AreYOU Prepped for the 

SAT?? 

 
Enroll now for 

SATSolutions 11-session course 
 

Learn expert strategy, solid test-taking skills 
AND get an in-depth review of the subject 

matter you need to raise your score! 

 

Starts Aug 29th
 in Westfield at: 

 

Temple Emanu-El 

756 East Broad Street 

 

Course Fee: $479.00 
 

(Do you have a high Grade Point Average? 
We offer up to $75 tuition discount for students 

with a GPA of 3.0 or higher.) 

 
MC/ Visa/ AmEx 

 
CALL NOW TO REGISTER: 

(212) 690-7050 
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BURN YOUR BUNS!
Introducing

Masai Barefoot
Technology

WITHOUT

You Will Get An Amazing Workout Just By Wearing MBT Shoes
*Tones and strengthens your Legs, Buttocks, Abs & Back.

Walking 1 mile in MBT is the equivalent
of walking 3 miles in regular shoes

• Aligns the body into a more relaxed, upright posture
• Relieves muscle tension, back & join problems
• Tones muscles & may reduce cellulite & varicose veins

Exclusively At:

AS SEEN ON
“GOOD MORNING
AMERICA” & “THE

TODAY SHOW”

Ask About
Roll Jogging



WITH

Store Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri: 10am-5:30pm • Thurs: 10am-8pm •  Sat: 11am-5pm

Engineers Discover Filtration
Sys. To Help Purify Protein

By HORACE R. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Chemical engineers at New Jersey
Institute of Technology (NJIT) in
Newark have developed a new, ultra-
filtration membrane technique to
separate and purify proteins having
relatively close molecular weights.
Until now, doing such separations
with membrane filtration was impos-
sible, and expensive chromatography
was required. This research was re-
ported in the June 20, 2004 issue of
Biotechnology and Bioengineering.

Kamalesh K. Sirkar, PhD, distin-
guished professor of chemical engi-
neering and the project’s lead re-
searcher told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
he believes this engineering break-
through will be of immediate use to
pharmaceutical companies. Pure pro-
teins are essential in therapeutics and
this development should reduce the
cost and increase the availability.

“Graduate assistant Meredith Feins
deserves a lot of credit for the nearly 3
years of effort to achieve the innova-
tion,” said Sirkar. “When we first started,
we had many failures – as is common.
The university funded this project in-
ternally. We were free to explore. Much
research funding today is highly fo-
cused to seek immediate results.”

Prior this invention, proteins had to
differ five to six times in their molecu-
lar weight before they could be sepa-
rated with membrane technology. Dr.
Sirkar said, “We’ve now separated he-
moglobin and bovine serum albumin;
they have molecular weights of about
64,000 and differ by only 3 percent.

Dr. Sirkar told The Leader/Times
that they discovered the important
process variables and how to control
them — such as pH, membrane charge
and ionic strength. Further, they were
able to layer the membranes and in-
crease the pressure of operation. The
researchers examined most of the com-
mercially available membranes such
as those made of cellulose acetate,
polyamide and polysulfonate. Each

membrane type has specific and unique
properties; and they are readily avail-
able and in current use by industry.

“Now using a new kind of membrane
that we invented at NJIT, the proteins
can have almost the same molecular
weight,” said Sirkar. The process also
will be more cost-effective because the
machines can run on a continuous basis.

“The reason we think this process
will be important to the industry is
because purification of protein is
important to its end use,” said Sirkar.
Impure proteins can’t be used in any
biopharmaceutical applications.
However, when scientists in the past
have gone to separate proteins and
remove impurities by chromatogra-
phy, costs have escalated.

Biomass can be produced in indus-
try through fermentation processes.
Then, the cell walls of the biomass
are ruptured to release the proteins
into the bulk fluid. From there, the
proteins are separated and purified.

The next step  is to seek outside
funding. More work needs to be done.
“We know the process will work with
a mixture of two proteins.” But, Sirkar
speculated, “ will it work if the mix-
tures contain three or four proteins?
More questions include: can it be used
on viruses or endotoxins – the outer
coating of a particular type of bacte-
ria? Will it work with non-biological
macromolecules such as dextran?”

“We think it can be used, but we
don’t know,” said Sirkar. “That’s why
we are seeking additional funding to
continue this research.”

Sirkar, an expert in membrane filtra-
tion processes and holder of more than
20 patents, has been a research profes-
sor at NJIT since 1992. He is the NJIT
Foundation Professor of Membrane
Separations. Sirkar directs the NJIT
Center for Membrane Technologies.
The Bridgewater Township resident re-
ceived a master’s and doctorate in
chemical engineering from the Univer-
sity of Illinois (Urbana). Meredith Feins,
PhD, is a June 2004 graduate of NJIT’s
doctoral program in chemical engi-
neering. Feins grew up in Cedar Grove
and now resides in River Vale.

Dr. Sirkar has about 11 students and
graduate assistants doing research. The
group is studying many of the mem-
brane processes such as microfiltration,
reverse osmosis, electrodialysis and
electrodeionization. Dr. Sirkar said,
“The developments in membrane tech-
nology are dramatically changing how
chemical engineers do things.”

For more information, please call
(973) 596-8447 or e-mail
sirkar@adm.njit.edu

WF Foundation Awards
Van Dellen Scholarships

WESTFIELD – The Trustees of
the Westfield Foundation recently
awarded the 2004 Clarence H. and
Florence H. Van Dellen Scholarships
to Westfield residents Kate and Emily
Warren. The $2,500 renewable four-
year scholarships were selected on a
basis of academic achievement, char-
acter, community service, leadership
and financial need.

The Van Dellen Scholarship Fund
was established in 2002. Florence
Horn Van Dellen left a bequest to the
Foundation in her Will of approxi-
mately $500,000 to aid Westfield High
School graduates in their pursuit of a
college education.

“The scholarship committee re-
ceived a large number of very worthy
applications this year,” stated Betsy
Chance, Executive Director of the
Foundation. “The fact that Kate and
Emily are sisters had no bearing on
their selection. The committee re-
viewed every application independent
of any others. These two students each
had remarkable high school careers.”

Their high academic achievement,
many extra-curricular activities and
dedicated community volunteer work

made each of Kate and Emily ex-
tremely worthy recipients of these
scholarships.

Kate and Emily are both attending
St. Joseph’s University in Philadel-
phia. Kate will pursue a major in
elementary education, and Emily will
pursue a major in psychology, to work
with children who have special needs.

For more information about the
Westfield Foundation, or to establish
a memorial, field-of-interest or schol-
arship fund, please contact the office
at P.O. Box 2295 or call (908) 233-
9787.

FINDING ANSWERS…Chemical Engineering Professor Kamalesh Sirkar at
New Jersey Institute of Technology in Newark poses by laboratory apparatus
used to discover new means for separating proteins.

NJDOT Public Notice
Notice is hereby given that the New

Jersey Department of Transportation, pur-
suant to Public Law 100-17, Section 106
(c) of the Surface Transportation and Uni-
form Relocation Act of 1987 and 49 CFR
Part 26, is proposing an annual goal of 12
percent for Disadvantaged Business En-
terprise (DBE) participation on federally-
assisted highway projects for Federal Fis-
cal Year 2005 (commencing October 1,
2004 to September 30, 2005). The NJDOT
further proposes that it will attain 9.7 per-
cent of the DBE goal through race and
gender-neutral means, and 2.3 percent
through race-conscious project DBE goals.

Documentation describing how the New
Jersey Department of Transportation de-
termined its annual DBE goal is available
for inspection during normal business
hours at the Department’s principal office
listed below for a period of 30 days fol-
lowing publication of this notice.

This is not a notice of formal rulemaking,
however, both the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration and the NJDOT will accept
comments, for informational purposes
only, on the aforementioned DBE goal for
a period of 45 days following the publica-
tion of this notice at the following ad-
dresses:

New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion Division of Civil Rights/Affirmative
Action P.O. Box 600 1035 Parkway Av-
enue * 2nd floor- Main Office Bldg Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625-0600 Attn: Nelida
Valentin, Executive Director Division of
Civil Rights and Affirmative Action.

United States Department of Transpor-
tation Federal Highway Administration-
Region 1 840 Bear Tavern Road * Suite
310 Trenton, New Jersey 08628 * 2595
Attn: Dennis Merida, Division Adminis-
trator.

Gas Prices Hit High As
Labor Day Approaches

AREA — According to AAA, in
Union County, the average price of a
gallon of gas is as follows: regular,
$1.88; mid-grade, $2.00; premium,
$2.09.

Record high crude oil prices are
exerting upward pressure on fuel
costs and gas prices trend upward
heading into the Labor Day holiday.
In the past, they drop as winter ap-
proaches.


