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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — In just a few short
weeks, Westfield resident Courtney
Franko will begin her last year of
high school. Senior year is always
bittersweet and filled with emotions
that run from anxiety to delirium.
However, this savvy young woman is
focused, professional and planning
her future.

Featured in the 2004 Westfield
Schools District Art Show at Westfield
High School (WHS) this May,
Courtney impressed art enthusiasts
with her varied skills in the fine arts. A
painter and sculptor, the young artist
showed several pieces of her work
including a self-portrait in charcoal
and an acrylic painting of a chair
donned with a dunce cap.

Her sculptures were eye-catching as
well. One piece was a poodle skirt
made out of paper bags and the other a
fantasized interior of a basketball. Ob-
viously, this is an artist that thinks
outside of the box.

At WHS, Courtney attended virtu-
ally every art class available and is cur-
rently looking at colleges for next fall.
Many schools appeal to her, particu-
larly Alfred University in Alfred, N.Y.,
as this college boasts a wonderful ce-
ramics program, which is a passion for
the artist.

Still undecided, Courtney’s main goal
is to continue honing her skills as an
artist. Outside of her high school cur-
riculum, Courtney also studies at the
New Jersey Center for Visual Arts in
Summit and the Long Beach Island
Foundation for Arts and Sciences.

A recent class in art history at Brown

University taught the artist that fine art
is ever changing and progresses over
the years. Courtney is interested in
many styles of art, though ceramics
remain a focus. She hopes to have a
career in graphic design.

Her artistic mentor is her grand-
mother, Lynne Layman. Courtney told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that Layman is
an artsy and creative individual who
always encouraged her to explore and
discover.

When asked what sort of advice she
would give to aspiring artists, Courtney
immediately replied, “Don’t give up.”

Photos Courtesy of Courtney Franko

CREATIVITY EVERYWHERE…As she enters her senior year at Westfield HighCREATIVITY EVERYWHERE…As she enters her senior year at Westfield HighCREATIVITY EVERYWHERE…As she enters her senior year at Westfield HighCREATIVITY EVERYWHERE…As she enters her senior year at Westfield HighCREATIVITY EVERYWHERE…As she enters her senior year at Westfield High
School, Courtney Franko understands the value of honing her artistic skills.School, Courtney Franko understands the value of honing her artistic skills.School, Courtney Franko understands the value of honing her artistic skills.School, Courtney Franko understands the value of honing her artistic skills.School, Courtney Franko understands the value of honing her artistic skills.
Pictured, above, she sits amid some of her most prized creations.Pictured, above, she sits amid some of her most prized creations.Pictured, above, she sits amid some of her most prized creations.Pictured, above, she sits amid some of her most prized creations.Pictured, above, she sits amid some of her most prized creations.

Photos Courtesy of Courtney Franko

MULTI-MEDIA MARVEL…CourtneyMULTI-MEDIA MARVEL…CourtneyMULTI-MEDIA MARVEL…CourtneyMULTI-MEDIA MARVEL…CourtneyMULTI-MEDIA MARVEL…Courtney
Franko dabbles in many types of media,Franko dabbles in many types of media,Franko dabbles in many types of media,Franko dabbles in many types of media,Franko dabbles in many types of media,
including acrylic painting, demonstratedincluding acrylic painting, demonstratedincluding acrylic painting, demonstratedincluding acrylic painting, demonstratedincluding acrylic painting, demonstrated
on the canvas of swirling reds and browns,on the canvas of swirling reds and browns,on the canvas of swirling reds and browns,on the canvas of swirling reds and browns,on the canvas of swirling reds and browns,
above, and sculpture, shown in someabove, and sculpture, shown in someabove, and sculpture, shown in someabove, and sculpture, shown in someabove, and sculpture, shown in some
pieces displayed on the table.pieces displayed on the table.pieces displayed on the table.pieces displayed on the table.pieces displayed on the table.

RainboRainboRainboRainboRainbow Ew Ew Ew Ew Experience Rxperience Rxperience Rxperience Rxperience Revevevevevealsealsealsealseals
AAAAAudition Dudition Dudition Dudition Dudition Dates for ates for ates for ates for ates for HHHHHonk!onk!onk!onk!onk!

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Rainbow Ex-
perience, a multicultural community
theater group, has announced audi-
tions for the musical Honk!

The winner of the 2000 Olivier
Award for Best Musical, which is
London’s version of the Tony Awards,
Honk! turns the tale of the Ugly Duck-
ling into a contemporary musical fable
about tolerance.

Auditions will be held on Tuesday,
September 14, from 7 to 10 p.m. at the
First Congregational Church on 125
Elmer Street in Westfield and on Thurs-
day, September 16, from 7 to 10 p.m.
in the United Church of Christ on 220
West Seventh Street in Plainfield.

Callbacks will be given on Saturday,
September 18, from 1 to 4 p.m. at the
First Congregational Church. Audi-
tions are open to adults and young-
sters, ages 5 and up.

Participants should come prepared
to sing 16 to 32 bars of a song in their
key. Sheet music and a picture/resume

should be brought. An accompanist
will be provided.

The Rainbow Experience plans to
cast this production as a multicultural
“color-blind” play.

For directions or further informa-
tion, please call Jessica Beltz at (908)
754-4837.

Rehearsals for Honk! Will be held
during the week of September 21, on
Tuesday and Thursday nights from 7
to 10 p.m. and Saturdays.

Honk! will be performed on Satur-
day, November 13, at 7:30 p.m. and on
Sunday, November 14, at 3 p.m. at the
First Congregational Church. Honk!
will also be staged on Saturday, No-
vember 20, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday,
November 21, at 3 p.m. at the United
Church of Christ.

Honk! will be directed by Patti
Murtha, who has spearheaded other
Rainbow Experience productions such
as Oliver!, Godspell and Once on this
Island. Robert Stephens will return as
musical director.

The joint ministries of the United Church
of Christ-Congregational of Plainfield and
the First Congregational Church-UCC in
Westfield founded the troupe.

Now in its sixth season, the Rainbow
Experience has recently added St. Paul’s
United Church of Christ in Garwood
as a producing partner. The troupe
aims to foster a multiracial, interfaith
church and community partnership
through the production of theater.

Previous productions include Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat, Godspell, Once on this
Island, Oliver! and Songs in the Spirit,
an original cabaret.

The troupe is funded through grants
from the Union County Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs and the Westfield
Foundation, along with the New Jersey
Association of the United Church of Christ.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will present
“Musicfest: Jazz and Jukes”
on Saturday, September 18,
from 12 to 9 p.m. at
Nomahegan Park in
Cranford. Admission is free.

Southside Johnny & The
Asbury Jukes will be the head-
liner, followed by the soulful
vocals of MAYSA, Roy
Hargrove, Brian Culbertson,
Andrea Brachfeld & Phoenix Rising, and
Joshua Breakstone Quartet.

The daylong event will be coordi-
nated with Kids Kingdom Traveling

Jubilee, which will feature
pony rides, face-painting,
hayrides, a petting zoo,
amusement rides, arts and
crafts, heavy equipment
demonstrations and home
safety presentations.

The Kids Kingdom ac-
tivities will end at 6 p.m.

Nomahegan Park is lo-
cated on Springfield Avenue in
Cranford.

Roy HargroveRoy HargroveRoy HargroveRoy HargroveRoy Hargrove

Get Outta
The House
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Forget the boring barbeque with
the same old faces in a muggy
backyard teeming with mosqui-
toes. And shopping for those sale
prices is even worse. This Labor
Day, Monday, September 6, dare
to have real fun with one of the
following events:

* * * * * * *
It’s the last day of the 30th30th30th30th30th

Annual Labor DAnnual Labor DAnnual Labor DAnnual Labor DAnnual Labor Day Iay Iay Iay Iay Italian Ftalian Ftalian Ftalian Ftalian Fes-es-es-es-es-
tivtivtivtivtivalalalalal at St. Bartholomew Church,
Westfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains. As the sun starts to fade,
head out for rides, food, music
and games, as the church parking
lot is transformed into an old-
fashioned street fair. The fun lasts
from 5:30 to 10:30 p.m. For more
information, visit
www.spfUNICO.org or call
(908) 889-2200, extension no.
1. You don’t have to be Italian to
love their traditions.

* * * * * * *
The Annual Labor DAnnual Labor DAnnual Labor DAnnual Labor DAnnual Labor Day Say Say Say Say Strtrtrtrtreeteeteeteeteet

FFFFFairairairairair in Rutherford, (on Park Av-
enue just off Route 3 from Ames
Avenue to Lincoln Park), is New
Jersey’s largest and longest run-
ning street fair, featuring over 170
antiques and collectibles dealers,
arts and crafts, music, civic orga-
nizations, an art show, kiddy rides,
clowns and games. Collectors will
find fun and fabulous furniture,
kitsch, glassware, jewelry, ceram-
ics, melmac, postcards, toys,
prints, textiles, fashions, cookie
jars, crocks, kitchen collectibles,
silver and ephemera. It’s free, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., rain or shine.
For directions, log onto http://
www.stellashows.com.

* * * * * *
It’s also the last day to see MMMMMagic:agic:agic:agic:agic:

The Science of IThe Science of IThe Science of IThe Science of IThe Science of Illusionllusionllusionllusionllusion, an exhibit
at the Liberty Science Center de-
signed to help you understand the
psychology, art, mathematics and
physics of magic illusions. Time
your visit so that you are able to cool
down in the IMAX Dome Theater
with Volcanoes of the Deep Sea.
Unlike your nature shows on home
television, this one is being shown
on the nation’s largest IMAX dome
screen. Call (201) 200-1000 for
times and tickets or log onto http:/
/www.lsc.org/.

* * * * * * *
For the really adventuresome

ones out there, take a ride to Ster-
ling Forest in Tuxedo, N.Y. for
The 27th Annual NThe 27th Annual NThe 27th Annual NThe 27th Annual NThe 27th Annual Neeeeew w w w w YYYYYorororororkkkkk
RRRRRenaissance Fenaissance Fenaissance Fenaissance Fenaissance Fairairairairaireeeee. All the infor-
mation, including discount ad-
mission, driving directions, and
activities, is available at
www.renfair.com or you can call
(845) 351-5174. Dressing in cos-
tume is part of the experience.

Russell ParryRussell ParryRussell ParryRussell ParryRussell Parry

RRRRRussell Pussell Pussell Pussell Pussell Parrarrarrarrarry of y of y of y of y of WFWFWFWFWF
Astounds ASCAPAstounds ASCAPAstounds ASCAPAstounds ASCAPAstounds ASCAP

By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — On their own,
the musical compositions of Westfield
resident Russell Parry are soothing
and comforting. But Parry has found
a way to make listening to his melo-
dies a truly inspirational experience
because he has paired them with oft-
recited, beloved prayers and poems.

Parry has written over 40 musical
compositions, which have been com-
piled into seven CDs. The American
Society of Composers, Authors and
Publishers (ASCAP) recently honored
him for his musical arrangements.

“Harmony and the progression of
notes are part of my genes,” Parry
told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “Most of the members of
my family sang or played instru-
ments.”

Parry’s love of music extends
back to his childhood in Clarks
Summit, Pa., where he remem-
bers joining every choir or cho-
rus possible. He also played sev-
eral instruments and was a stu-
dent leader in the high school
marching band. In the Air Force
he was a member of the chorus.

Hoping to become a short
story writer, Parry studied com-
position at the University of
Miami in Florida.

When composing his music, Parry
works with pianist, publisher and ar-
ranger, Philip Mealey of Newark,
whom he met through mutual friends
of the Cranford Dramatic Club.
Mealey is the owner of Parley Publish-
ers, the publishing house that pub-
lishes Parry’s CDs.

In a wonderful collaborative effort,
Parry, who cannot write music, sings
or hums his tunes into a cassette re-
corder. Mealey translates Parry’s com-
position into actual notes.

“Philip has perfect tone,” said Parry.
Once the original melody has been

established and recorded, Parry and
Mealey edit it to insure it is exactly as
Parry envisions it. The composition is
copyrighted by Parry, while the copy-
right for the arrangement and accom-
paniment are held by Mealey.

The first piece performed by Parry
was “I Said a Prayer for You Today,”
sung by Beth Rodgers of Essex Fells, at
“Wisdom of Broadway” in Spring Lake
in 2002,  a music lecture program
organized by Father McNulty from

St. Theresa’s Church in Summit. Fa-
ther McNulty uses Broadway songs to
illustrate all phases of life.

One of Parry’s most moving pieces
is an accompaniment to the untitled
prayer found in the pocket of Father
Mychal Judge, the priest considered
to be the first person killed at Ground
Zero on September 11, 2001. Upon
copyrighting the music for the prayer,
Parry titled it “Prayer, Inspired by
Father Mychal Judge.”

Other writings Parry has set to mu-
sic include “The Prayer of Jabez” and
“The House with Nobody In It,”
adapted from the poem by Joyce
Kilmer.

“The music just comes to me in my
mind,” said Parry who added that
once he reads a poem or prayer he can
mentally set it to music. He has also
set some of his own poetry to music.

Parry retired in 1996 from Ameri-
can Airlines where he worked as an
operational supervisor for 31 years.
He has resided in Westfield for 26
years.

He is a world traveler who has a
special affinity for London. After the
death of Queen Elizabeth’s mother,
the Queen Mum, Parry set the words
of a reading recited at her funeral to
music. He titled the piece “As She
Would Have Want,” and sent Queen
Elizabeth a copy of the CD. He re-
ceived a reply from Buckingham Pal-
ace thanking him for his expression of
sympathy.

Parry’s latest CD, a piano instru-
mental entitled “Without a Word” is
now available. For more information
about Parry’s CDs, please contact
Parley Publishers at
parleypub@aol.com.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Singers are invited
to join the Choral Art Society of New
Jersey. Rehearsals are held every Tuesday
from 8 to 10 p.m., September to May, in
the Choir Room of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

The season’s first rehearsal will be held
on Tuesday, September 7, with registra-
tion and music purchase starting at 7:30
p.m. Singers interested in joining the
group are invited to attend a rehearsal
and meet James Little, Musical Director,
who is commencing his sixth season.

The fall semester will be spend pre-
paring for the Saturday, January 15,
2005 performance of Handel’s Dixit
Dominus, a work scored for strings,
continuo, chorus and soloists.

The program will also include John
Rutter’s Birthday Madrigals, five madri-
gals that compose a suite with texts drawn

from the “madrigal era” by Shakespeare,
John Wilbye, Raleigh and others.

The winter/spring semester will be-
gin on Tuesday, January 19, 2005 with
rehearsals for the Saturday, May 14
2005 performance of Luigi Cherubini’s
Requiem in C Minor, a work for cho-
rus and orchestra.

The January and May concerts will
be held at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

On Friday, December 10, the Cho-
ral Art Society will host its annual
Messiah Sing at 8 p.m. at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.

The Choral Art Society, a non-profit
community chorus, is dedicated to the
study and performance of great choral
works whose members come from
Union, Somerset, Bergen, Hudson and
Middlesex counties.
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It is almost time for the school bells
to ring and the summer of 2004 will
soon be a memory. Here are a few
books that will ease the transition and
help young readers get back into the
school year routine.

PPPPPicturicturicturicturicture Bookse Bookse Bookse Bookse Books
“I don’t want to go to school

today!” What parent hasn’t heard
that? “I Know What You Do When
I Go To School” by Ann Cannon
(Gibbs Smith, 1996) is a whimsi-
cal fantasy
that has
Howie imag-
ining that his
mother and
brother, Wally
have many ex-
citing adven-
tures while
he’s in school.
It’s all in his
vivid imagination, until of course,
his mom tells him what she really
has planned for the afternoon.
That gets Howie off to school
very quickly! Written for ages four
and up.

“First Year Letters” by Julie
Danneberg is a sequel to “First
Day Jitters.” Mrs. Hartwell sets up
a classroom post office to encourage
her students to write letters. Write
letters they do…on a wide range of
subjects. This is just what is needed
to get back into the swing of school.
(Charlesbridge Publishing, 2003).
Targeted to-
wards early el-
ementary stu-
dents.

When Stella
gets a part in
the school
play, her par-
ents just know
she will be the
star of the
show. Stella
makes her parents proud in “Stella,
the Star,” a picture book written
for ages 4 to 8 by Mark Shulman,
and published by Walker & Com-
pany (2004). You’ll love the sur-
prise ending!

Where do teachers go when school
is not in session? Do they live in
school? “Miss Malarkey Doesn’t Live

in Room 10”
by Judy
Finchler an-
swers the
question once
and for all, and
proves that
teachers lead
normal lives
when they are
not teaching.
Also pub-

lished by Walker & Company
(1995), this book was selected as one
of Crayola Kids 10 Best Books of
1995.

It’s the first day of school, and
Davy doesn’t want to go, so he
builds his own school. After all, he
wants to go far in life. “The School
Trip” by Tjibbe Veldkamp will have
kids in early elementary school
cheering! It is published by Front
Street Books (2000).

MMMMMiddle Giddle Giddle Giddle Giddle Grade Nrade Nrade Nrade Nrade Nooooovvvvvelelelelel
B r a d l e y

doesn’t like his
new teacher,
Mrs. Gross.
She lives with
2000 teachers
on a special is-
land called
“Apple Is-
land.” When
Mrs. Gross
kidnaps all the
students and

brings them to Apple Island, it’s up
to Bradley to rescue them. Read
about his adventure in “Apple Is-
land or the Truth About Teachers”
by Douglas Evans. Published by
Front Street (1998).

Sharpen those pencils, pack that
backpack and don’t forget to polish
that apple. Have a great school year!
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WWWWWAAAAATTTTTCHUNG CHUNG CHUNG CHUNG CHUNG – The Watchung
Arts Center has organized the Autumn
Series of the Life Drawing Studio Group
for artists looking to practice, hone or
begin drawing for the first time or
those who would like to
model for a community of
artists.

The group will begin on
Wednesday, September 8
and Saturday, September
11. It will continue to
meet every two weeks for
a total of nine sessions
through Saturday, December 18. The
Wednesday group will meet from 7 to
10 p.m. and the Saturday group will
convene from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The autumn schedule (with the ex-
ception of one week to be determined)
is as follows: Wednesdays, September 8
and 22, October 6 and 20, November
3 and 17, December 1 and 15, Satur-

days, September 11 and 25, October 9
and 23, November 6 and 20, Decem-
ber 4 and 18.

The sessions are open to all serious
artists, and provide the opportunity to

draw from a nude model. Sessions
consist of a variety of 1 to 20 minute

poses. Anyone under the age
of 18 must have parental per-
mission to attend. Photog-
raphy and wet media are
prohibited.

The fee for Wednesday
evenings or Saturday

mornings will be $110 or $215 for
both days, paid in advance. Space per-
mitting, walk-in participation is ac-
commodated at a fee of $15 per session
(please call before attending).

The Watchung Arts Center is lo-
cated at 18 Stir l ing Road in
Watchung on the Watchung Circle,
next to the Watchung Firehouse and
Library.

For more information on attending
or modeling for the Life Drawing Stu-
dio Group, please contact the program
coordinator at (973) 857-3098, e-mail
eyewerks@aol.com or visit http://
watchungarts.org/.

Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:Coming Next Week:
• The Party Dolls rock Echo

Lake Park;
• Meet local stars James

Broadbent and Andrea Tropeano


