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Michelle Helen Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The “Art in
Westfield” Sidewalk Art Show and
Sale of Original Art will be held on
Saturday October 9, from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. in downtown Westfield. The
rain date is Saturday, October 16.

Sponsored by the Westfield Art
Association (WAA), the organiza-
tion extends an invitation to area
artists to join the members in exhib-
iting their fine art painting, sculp-
ture, printmaking, and photogra-
phy. The show is co-sponsored by
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) and the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC).

The biannual show, with $1,500 in
awards, will be judged by Valeri Larko,
Director of the Tomasulo Gallery of
Union College in Cranford and paint-

ing instructor at the New Jersey Center
for Visual Arts in Summit. The artist is
well known for her paintings of the
New Jersey industrial landscape.

Because of her love of industrial
New Jersey, she was awarded a com-
mission from NJ Transit and the
New Jersey State Council on the Arts
to paint four 27-foot-long murals of
Northern Jersey railroad crossings for
the new Secaucus Transfer Station.

A favorite feature of the Sidewalk Art
Show is the Westfield Scene Purchase
Award, which will become part of the
permanent art collection of the DWC.

Registration will end on Friday,
October 1. For an application, please
call the WAA at (908) 233-1849,
the DWC at (908) 789-9444 or the
WACC at (908) 233-3021.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 POPCORNS

Everyone willing to withstand several
pie-in-the-sky resolutions, a few stretches
of the imagination and a modicum of un-
likely ironies, all for the sake of a heart-
warming and cheerful time at the movie
theater, raise your hands. You guys are
welcome to stick around and read the rest of
this review or you could just head out now
to see Garden State.

Now, those who don’t appreciate broad
leaps of faith in your cinema, prefer that
everything fits precisely and don’t much
care for quirkily endearing characters, raise
your hands. That many? This must be
your first time reading my column. Who
sent you? Oh, I see…a mistake. Well, I’ll
understand if you wish to be dismissed.

As for the eight or nine remaining, who
slot into neither of the above categories,
note that you are a rare breed. Because
while Garden State, writer/director/actor
Zach Braff ’s notable first effort may en-
gender all sorts of emotions in its viewers,
indifference certainly isn’t one of them.

My advice to you is to hang out for a while.
Maybe by review’s end you’ll know what
group you belong in. Besides, it’s obvious I
could use the company.

First, the movie title is a misnomer.
Take it from someone who hails from
Jersey (specifically, Exit 137; you could
take 135, but 137 is better). In other
words, you don’t have to pay exceedingly
high car insurance, be polluted to death or
rub elbows with organized crime figures
on a daily basis to enjoy Garden State.

Understandably, said geographic con-
dition might make you more receptive to
psychologically uplifting entertainment.
Granted, firsthand knowledge of those
American suburbs composed of second
and third generation ethnic groups who
fled the inner-city might make you a bit
more empathic toward Braff ’s obviously
autobiographical persona. But it’s by no
means a requirement. Thanks to Woody
Allen et all, the neurotic schnook is now
practically universal.

Braff ’s Andrew Largeman, a strug-
gling young actor who returned to the
old neighborhood from Los Angeles for
his mom’s funeral, ups the ante in his
variation on the theme. Boasting a life-
time of lithium under his belt, Large, as
he’s called, is the unfortunate possessor
of a full-blown guilt trip. Can’t tell you
why. But just in case you guessed it, he
and his psychiatrist dad, portrayed by
Ian Holm, have issues.

So it’s understandable that Large could
sure use a break. And what is that one
great cure that’s practically as good in
real life as it is in the movies? You’ve got
it. Maybe you belong in that idealistic
first group after all.

In any case, the panacea arrives in the
person of Samantha, as winsome a love inter-
est as you’re apt to find this side of the Hudson.
Exquisitely portrayed by Natalie Portman,
she is reason alone for overlooking most of
filmmaker Braff’s less credible plot devices.

The first flight of fancy to be forgiven is

how easily Andrew’s friendships take up
where they left off. He hasn’t seen his
motley group of pals in years. Yet upon his
return, it’s as if he had never been gone.
Jesse (Armando Riesco), now a millionaire
after having invented silent Velcro, swings
wide a welcoming door at his mansion
clubhouse. And at the other end of the
economic spectrum, Mark (Peter
Sarsgaard), a perennially stoned
gravedigger and virtuoso scam artist, slots
right into best buddy status.

Happily, everyone is a bit wacky, tar-
nished and a little in need of redemption.
But Large leads the parade with a big secret
that gets divulged about halfway through
the proceedings. Sam is hiding something
too, as if to suggest that their mutual
imperfections cancel each other out. But,
part of Sam’s buoyant allure is her pen-
chant for telling tales. So it’s a little harder
to discern her defects.

Aside from this ensemble quest for grace,
Garden State contains no plot per se. Rather,
Braff ’s storyline takes the shape of a spiritual
road rally, with Large generally tooling along
on his antique motorcycle, Samantha hold-
ing on behind him and Mark in the sidecar.
It is gloriously peppered with pungent con-
versation, existential characters offering the
liberating hope of alternate lifestyles and
epiphanies large and small popping up at the
various stops along the way.

Call it a slice-of-life fantasy. It’s the
filmic process as healer of wounds, win-
dow to understanding and passageway to
everlasting love. Wish fulfillment. It’s prob-
ably the main reason we go to the movies
in the first place.

Still, it could really happen. That’s what
makes it doubly appealing. There is only
the slightest hint of divine inspiration
cascading us along its imaginative adven-
ture. The little miracles are manageable.
Even the great but farfetched scene leading
up to the climax is tempered with a cynical
note about greedy real estate developers
wanting to ruin the rare splendor.

“You know how New Jerseyans love
their malls,” opines the hideaway’s neo-
Hippie proprietor.

There is little other mention or tie-in to
the title state, although it was for the most
part filmed in New Jersey. But then, so are
dozens of other films each year. However,
the author, who grew up in South Orange,
has gone on record as hopeful that the
movie would show the greener side of the
state. Supporters have jumped on the band-
wagon. For while many New Jerseyans
uniquely reserve the right to love-hate
their environs, woe to the outsider who
utters a discouraging word.

The title was initially Large’s Ark, which,
the author was originally quoted as saying,
represented new beginnings. Nonetheless,
whether by coincidence or not, Garden
State, like its namesake, is a little gem, even
if, also like its namesake, a bit flawed.

* * * * * * *
GGGGGarararararden Sden Sden Sden Sden Statetatetatetatetate, rated R, is a Fox Searchlight

Pictures release directed by Zach Braff and
stars Natalie Portman, Zach Braff and Peter
Sarsgaard. Running time: 109 minutes.
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MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE – Filmmak-
ers Symposium will offer audiences
the opportunity to view major mo-
tion pictures before they are re-
leased to the general public, as well
as the chance to meet the films’
creators, who will answer questions
and discuss their work.

The symposium will return to

Loews Mountainside on Monday
evenings, beginning on September
20. The series is open to anyone,
but seating is limited. A six-week
subscription is $151 and a 12-week
subscription is $269.

Films which have been confirmed
and are under consideration include
Alexander with Colin Farrell, An-
thony Hopkins, director Oliver
Stone; The Aviator with Leonardo
DiCaprio, Cate Blanchett, director
Martin Scorsese; Birth with Nicole
Kidman, Cameron Bright, director
Jonathan Glazer; Closer with Julia
Roberts, Natalie Portman, Jude Law,
director Mike Nichols; I Heart
Huckabees with Jude Law, Naomi

Watts, Dustin Hoffman, director
David Russell; The Interpreter with
Nicole Kidman, Sean Penn, direc-
tor Sydney Pollack and Kinsey with
Liam Neeson, Laura Linney, direc-
tor Bill Condon.

Other films include An Unfin-
ished Life with Robert Redford,
Morgan Freeman, director Lasse

Hallstrom; The Upside of Anger
with Kevin Costner, Joan Allen,
director Mike Binder and A Very
Long Engagement with Audrey
Tatou, Jodie Foster, director Jean-
Pierre Jeunet.

The first 10 adults (over 21) who
call (800) 531-9416, and mention
The Westfield Leader will receive
two free tickets to two surprise
screenings on Monday, September
13, at Loews Mountainside. Tick-
ets will not be sold for this special
evening because they are by invita-
tion only.

For information or to register for
the symposium, please call (800)
531-9416.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield Glee

Club will resume Monday evening re-
hearsals on September 13 from 8 to 10
p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

Male and female student and adult
singers are invited to attend rehearsals
in the Choir Practice Room at the
lower level.

Glee Club Director Thomas Booth
will introduce the group to the Winter
Concert Program, which will be sung in
four sections with a variety of seasonal,
traditional, classical and popular music
with sections performed by special artists.

At the September 13 rehearsal, a
fellowship time with coffee and dough-
nuts will follow.

New singers are invited to call Dale
Juntilla at (908) 232-0673 for more
information.

Photo Courtesy of Jim Lowney, County of Union
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SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT – The New Jersey Cen-

ter for Visual Arts (NJCVA) has an-
nounced the 2004 NJCVA Class and
Kids’ Art Camp scholarship recipi-
ents.

The winners, ages 6 to 18, were
awarded a variety of grants. Scholar-
ships awarded include tuition for 6 to
12 weeks worth of NJCVA classes or
one week entry to the summer Kids’
Art Camp.

This year’s five recipients of scholar-
ships for class tuition were Jelani Scipio,
Kaitlyn Guild, Jessica Carey, Anthony
Gallardo Vega and Matthew Gallardo
Vega.

Jelani, 11, of Summit was awarded
the first scholarship for 12 weeks of
visual art instruction for the course
“Comic Book Art,” taught by Rich
Hedden.

Kaitlyn, 18, of New Providence, won
12 weeks of sculpture instruction with
Alfredo Cardenos, covering both the
spring and summer semesters.

Jessica Carey, 18, of New Providence,

received six weeks of instruction for
the course “The Art of Stained Glass,”
which is taught by Jay Chang.

The final two scholarships were
awarded to the Gallardo Vega broth-
ers, ages 6 and 8, respectively, each for
six weeks of visual art instruction. Both
attended the summer semester course
“Drawing & Painting” with NJCVA
instructor Kat Block.

This year, due to a grant from The
Kellogg Foundation and the generos-
ity of many private individuals, NJCVA
was able to earmark for the first time,
a number of scholarships for the Kids’
Camp Program.

The grants offer economically dis-
advantaged children a chance to at-
tend the Kids’ Art Camp program free
of charge.

For more information about con-
tributing to the Art for Kids Camp
Scholarship fund, please call NJCVA
Outreach Coordinator Christine
Cusano at (908) 273-9121 or e-mail
ccusano@njcva.org.
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fundraising effort that netted contri-
butions from patrons, as well as a gen-
erous grant from the Westfield Foun-
dation and a donation of fixtures from
Westfield Plumbing & Heating Sup-
ply Company, the CDC reached its
goal.

Hayden said, “We have a strong
representation of Westfield residents
among our patrons and very much
appreciated the contributions from
both the Westfield Foundation and
from Tony De Chellis, owner of
Westfield Plumbing & Heating Sup-
ply. This project could not have gone
forward without their support.”

The CDC is currently offering sea-

son subscriptions for Company, Proof
and Into the Woods. The subscrip-
tion price of $45 for all three shows
represents a $10 savings over regular
ticket prices, plus the benefit of pre-
ferred seating. Ticket information is
available through the Box Office at
(908) 276-7611 or at
www.cdctheatre.org.

The CDC is located at 78 Winans
Avenue, off Centennial Avenue near
Exit 136 of the Garden State Parkway.

CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD — The Cranford
Dramatic Club (CDC) of Cranford
has announced its 86th continuous
season of theatrical entertainment for
area residents.

One of the oldest community the-
aters in the state with a recently reno-
vated auditorium seating nearly 300,
the CDC is also one of the largest
facilities. New to the theater is a lobby-
level handicapped-accessible restroom.

The 2004-2005 season will begin
with a special benefit production The
Abbott & Costello Radio Show on
Friday and Saturday, September 10
and 11. The Sondheim musical, Com-
pany, will be presented from Friday,
October 8 to Satur-
day, October 23.

The Children’s The-
atre offering, A
Winnie the Pooh
Christmas Carol, will
be presented on Fri-
day, Saturday and Sun-
day, December 10, 11
and 12, followed by
the Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning drama Proof,
running from Friday,
February 4 to Satur-
day, February 19.

The season will con-
clude with another
Sondheim musical,
Into the Woods, open-
ing on Friday, May 6
and running for three
weekends.

According to CDC
Business Vice Presi-
dent Roger Hayden,
construction of the
new handicapped-ac-
cessible restroom
should be complete by
the opening of the sea-
son and is an exciting
addition for the the-
ater group.

He said that the CDC has recog-
nized this need for many years, as the
only existing public lavatories were lo-
cated in the second-floor lobby, mak-
ing them inaccessible to handicapped
individuals and impractical for some
elderly patrons as well.

Unfortunately, the tight budgeting
typical of community theaters made
addition of such facilities a difficult
goal to achieve, according to Hayden.
However, through a concerted
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POISE AND GRACE…New JerseyPOISE AND GRACE…New JerseyPOISE AND GRACE…New JerseyPOISE AND GRACE…New JerseyPOISE AND GRACE…New Jersey
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MADISON MADISON MADISON MADISON MADISON – The New Jersey
Dance Theatre Ensemble (NJDTE)
will hold company auditions on Sun-
days, September 12 and 19, in the
dance studio at the Simon Forum and
Athletic Center at Drew University, 26
Madison Avenue in Madison.

Auditions for dancers ages 9 to 12
will be held from 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Dancers ages 13 to 18 will audition
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. There is a
$20 audition fee.

NJDTE is a pre-professional ballet
company that offers training in classi-
cal and modern ballet.

For more information and to reserve
space for an audition, please call (908)
232-5442 or e-mail
NJDanceTE@aol.com.
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FFFFFANWANWANWANWANWOOD OOD OOD OOD OOD — The Fanwood
Cultural Arts Committee will host a
special Carriage House Poetry Reading
on Thursday, September 9, from 8 to
10 p.m.

The free reading, which is open to
the public, will feature B.J. Ward, a
performer whose poems are eloquent
and witty.

Ward’s third book of poetry,
“Gravedigger’s Birthday” (North At-
lantic Books), was a finalist for the
2003 Paterson Poetry Prize. He is also
the recipient of a 2003 Pushcart Prize
for Poetry and a 2003 Distinguished
Artist Poetry Fellowship from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts.

Currently, Ward is the Visiting Pro-
fessor of Creative Writing at Richard
Stockton College of New Jersey. His
work has been featured on National
Public Radio, Poetry Daily and the
New Jersey Network’s “State of the
Arts” program, as well as in publica-
tions such as TriQuarterly, Poetry,
Painted Bride Quarterly, Puerto Del
Sol, Mid-American Review and a host
of other journals.

The Carriage House Poetry Series was
established in 1998 and has featured
many distinguished poets, including
Pulitzer Prize recipient Stephen Dunn,
National Book Award winner Gerald
Stern, Joe Weil, Alicia Ostriker, Maria
Gillan, Laura Boss and Renée Ashley.

The September 9 reading will be
held in the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural

Arts Center (formerly the Fanwood
Carriage House) on Watson Road, off
North Martine Avenue on the grounds
of the Fanwood Borough Hall.

An open reading will follow the featured
reader, and guests are invited to bring their
poems to read. Admission is free.

For information and directions,
please contact series coordinator Adele
Kenny at (908) 889-7223.


