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CONTACT We Care
Offers Crisis Aid
And Prevention

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The Times

CONTACT We Care welcomed
David Owens as its new executive
director on June 1 of this year,
following the retirement of the pre-
vious director. Mr. Owens volun-
teered for the group for three years
while remaining self-employed in
the field of public relations and
marketing.

CONTACT We Care is a non-
profit crisis intervention organiza-
tion that offers confidential and
anonymous assistance to anyone in
need.

The local organization, currently
based in Westfield, is one of many
affiliated organizations across the
country under the umbrella organi-
zation CONTACT USA. Founded
in the early 1960’s, CONTACT origi-
nated in Australia, where a Method-
ist minister started a similar group
called Lifeline. The local contin-
gent formed 29 years ago, occupy-
ing different locations in Fanwood,
Scotch Plains and Westfield. Mr.
Owens said that although originally
associated with Christian mission-
ary work, CONTACT has moved
away from religious affiliation to
offer help to anyone in need.

Mr. Owens became involved in
CONTACT after being inspired by
the service of the rescue squad, which
his son volunteered for. Rather than
work in the medical field, Mr. Owens
wanted to make a contribution using
his communicative skills. “It’s the
kind of organization that suited my
skills,” said Mr. Owens.

Part of the 1-800-Suicide net-
work, CONTACT’s services in-
clude, but are not limited to, sui-
cide prevention. According to Mr.
Owens, people often call the hotline

to talk about a stressful situation,
such as unemployment, depression,
family problems or illness. The
hotline always has someone avail-
able to listen and discuss problems
without passing judgment, and the
organization also offers callers rec-
ommendations to other outlets.
CONTACT keeps a directory on
hand of social service agencies,
other hotlines, food banks, and a
complete list of professionals who
offer all types of services ranging
from employment, to housing, to
medical treatment.

Another initiative of CONTACT
is the “senior ring” program, where
a volunteer places calls to
homebound senior citizens who
may need someone to talk to.

The organization is based out of a
confidential location, and assistance
is available through the hotline num-
ber (908) 232-2880. Mr. Owens is
currently the only full-time worker
of CONTACT, but the group has
over 90 trained volunteers. Eileen
Fitzmaurice recently joined as an
“almost full-time” worker, and will
lead the training sessions for new
volunteers.

Upcoming events include the 9th
Annual 5K on Saturday, August 21.
The run, held at LaGrande Park in
Fanwood, begins at 5:45 p.m. A
Kids Sprint and Invitational Wheel-
chair Race sponsored by Children’s
Specialized Hospital will also be
part of the event. Registration is
required, and interested volunteers
are welcome to call (908) 301-1899.

The fall training program begins
on Tuesday, September 21. The
program consists of a 12-week
training session that meets Tues-
day nights from 7-10 p.m. at the
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SP Township Residents to See
Tax Break From State Funding

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The bite from the tax collector will
be a bit less than originally expected
in Scotch Plains, due to a $90,000
infusion of homeland security-related
assistance from the state government.

A $32 million appropriation was
included in this year’s state budget
that, according to Township Manager
Thomas Atkins, was earmarked for

municipal homeland security police
assistance aid and is being distributed
to localities on the basis of popula-
tion. He informed the Township Coun-
cil that the $90,000 for Scotch Plains
will not be for spending on homeland
security and other anti-terrorism ef-
forts, as originally believed, but will
be used “only as revenue for property
tax relief.”

Since September 11, 2001, the state

is aware that municipalities have spent
additional funds on law enforcement,
so the state aid program really serves
as a reimbursement for some of those
added costs. Since towns like Scotch
Plains already adopted their 2004
municipal budget, the state ordered
county tax boards to reduce the tax
levy for local government purposes
by the amount of state aid- $90,000 in
Scotch Plains’ case.

As a result, this year’s municipal
budget of $19.7 million will be funded
by $12.335 million in property tax
collections instead of the earlier
$12.425 million level. The tax rate
for local government purposes will
thus drop from $1.28 per $100 of
assessed valuation to $1.27 per $100,
meaning this year’s municipal prop-
erty tax increase will be three points
instead of four points, with the aver-
age taxpayer paying $37 more this
year to fund township government
services.

Township Council Considers
Installation of Knox Boxes

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Township officials in Scotch
Plains are expected to speak with
downtown property owners soon
about the possibility of installing
“Knox Boxes” that would allow the
Fire Department to more quickly
gain access to businesses when re-
sponding to fire alarms.

The Township Council discussed
the issue this month, the third time
in recent years the matter has been
broached. Fire officials feel the de-
vices, secure boxes attached to the
outside of buildings and contain
keys to the door of a business, would
save time and potential property
damage in the event of an alarm or
an actual fire. Fire officials would
keep a master key that opens the
Knox Boxes.

There are times when fire offi-
cials respond to an alarm, espe-
cially in the middle of the night,
when they either have to wait for a
property owner to arrive at the pre-
mises with a key to the door or are
forced to break windows or doors in
order to gain access.

Installing Knox Boxes, accord-
ing to Councilwoman Nancy
Malool, would serve several pur-
poses: doors would not have to be
kicked down, firefighters could gain

access faster, a positive impact in
lessening property insurance costs,
and it would free up fire officials to
go elsewhere in town, especially
during times of storms or other
emergency situations. Knox Boxes
would prevent firefighters “from
sitting around waiting for a key,”
Councilwoman Malool told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

While the council this month con-
sidered a Knox Box program for
businesses and residents, it was
pointed out by Assistant Township
Attorney Lawrence Woodruff that
overseeing the program for the sev-

eral thousand homes in Scotch
Plains might prove to be onerous
for township officials. Mrs. Malool
agreed that extending the program
to residents could prove to be “an
administrative nightmare,” and said
that the newest effort would likely
be focused on businesses and the
public schools in Scotch Plains.

The boxes are estimated to cost
$200, and business owners could
choose to opt out of the program. In
past years, when the Knox Box pro-
gram has been considered, property

Gov. McGreevey Resigns;
Local Politicians Comment

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

New Jersey made national news
last week, including the front page of
The Los Angeles Times, as Governor
James McGreevey announced that he
is “a gay American” and that, after
having an extramarital affair with
another man, he is resigning as Gov-
ernor effective Monday, November
15.

Although, as of press time, the
November 15 resignation date stands,
pressure from state Republicans and
Democrats alike could push
McGreevey to move the date up to
September 2, which would allow for
a special election in November. Can-
didates being floated for a special
election include US Senator Jon
Corzine (D-NJ) and former Republi-
can Governor Thomas Kean.

Without a special election, Senate
President Richard Codey (D-West
Orange) will take over as acting gov-
ernor until the end of McGreevey’s
term in January 2006.

Senator Codey served in the state
assembly from 1974 to 1981 and in
the senate since 1982. He was also

acting Governor in 2002 for a brief
period of time before Governor
McGreevey took office.

At a press conference on Friday,
Senator Codey pledged to make a
“smooth and orderly” transition of
power.

In response to questions from re-
porters, he said that the governor is
capable of doing his job through No-
vember, but admitted that the gover-
nor made a mistake in hiring his al-
leged lover Golan Cipel.

When asked by The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times if he thought it was
fair to the voters and residents of the
state to not allow a special election
this year, Senator Codey said that he
“could make an argument either way.”
He said that an election this Novem-
ber would not allow for a primary and
the proper vetting of candidates.

He closed the conference 15 min-
utes ahead of schedule by saying,
“the state will be in good hands.”

Senator Nick Scutari, (D-Linden)
said, “having resigned from a post
myself (from the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders), I think it’s
personal to the person elected.” He

said that since the governor was
elected to serve for four years, it’s his
decision as to how much he will serve.

He said that Senator Codey is an
“experienced legislator” and a “tal-
ented government official.”

“He’s certainly the right kind of
person for the job,” Senator Scutari
told The Times.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
Westfield) told The Times that, “I
personally favor allowing the voters
to decide this November.”

He said that legislators need to have
a “real debate” about the role of a
Lieutenant Governor, who would run
and be elected with the governor,
similar to a vice-president.

The senator said that since the gov-
ernor will not resign until November,
he can not say if he is advancing his
own plans to run for the office. “Poli-
tics is played inthe present tense,” he
said.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
Westfield) said that the issue is not
about the governor’s sexuality, but
rather the “integrity in office.”

Assemblyman Bramnick told The
Times that putting off the choice of
the New Jersey electorate for a full
year is “politics at its worst.” He said
that because Senator Codey is an ex-
perienced legislator, there is no need
for a long transition period.

Westfield Democratic Chairman
Ken Rotter said, “Governor
McGreevey’s announcement yester-
day must have been tremendously
difficult for both him and his family.
I respect his decision to do what he
believed was in the best interest of
our state during this difficult time in
his personal life.”

Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti told The Times, “I wasn’t
surprised he was gay. It was semi-
common knowledge by this point. I
feel that shouldn’t be a reason to
resign but that wasn’t the reason he
left. There will be a lot more coming
out soon about possible FBI investi-
gations and the like. I don’t like the

Non-Profits in WF, SP and FW
Reveal 2003-04 Annual Financials

By VICOTRIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Times

The following non-profit organi-
zations in Westfield, Scotch Plains
and Fanwood listed contributions and
expenses for the 2003-2004 year ac-
cording to the web site for the New
Jersey State Department of Consumer
Affairs.

The Literacy Volunteers of America
of Union County, based in Westfield,
collected $87,386 from $59,579 in
government grants, $26,172 in direct
and indirect public contributions and
$1,635 in program service revenue.
They spent $84,076 on $78,704 worth
of program expenses and $5,372
worth of management expenses.

The Education Enrichment Foun-
dation of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
received $37,373 from direct public
contributions and other support,
spending $6,724 on program and
management expenses and on
fundraising.

The Arab Student Aid International
Corporation, based in Scotch Plains,
amassed $491,951 from program ser-
vice revenue and other support. They
spent $492,637 on programming and
$199,946 on management expenses
for a total of $692,583.

The Union County chapter of Boys

Town of Italy, based in Scotch Plains,
received $54,390 in direct public con-
tributions, their only source of rev-
enue. They spent $58,367 on pro-
grams and fundraising.

The Girl Scout Council Washing-
ton Rock raised $1,610,848 –
$1,319,369 from program service rev-
enue, $280,222 from direct public
contributions and $11,257 from other
sources. They spent a total of
$1,531,125, using $1,233,983 on pro-
grams, $242,710 on management
expenses and $54,432 on fundraising.

The “I Have a Dream” Foundation
of Temple Emanu-El of Westfield Inc.
received $343,373. $329,025 came
from direct public donations and
$14,348 in other support. They spent
$34,251 on program and manage-
ment expenses.

The Jewish Community Center of
Central New Jersey received $275,780
from direct public contributions,
$220,992 from indirect public contri-
butions, $50,132 from government
grants, $2,863,635 from program ser-
vice revenue and $627,147 from other
support for a total revenue of
$4,037,686. They spent $3,554,867
on programs and $759,446 on man-
agement, a total of $4,314,313.

The Jewish Federation of Central

New Jersey received $6,252,366,
$6,117,945 of which came from di-
rect public contributions. They spent
a total of $6,013,920 on programs,
management and fundraising.

CONTACT We Care, Inc. raised
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Fred Rossi for The Times
ITALY OR BUST...The Scotch Plains delegation to Montazzoli, Italy, the sister city of Scotch Plains, left for Italy last week.
The group, which included Mayor Martin Marks and Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge, will stay with families in the sister city
and will also visit Rome.

Lauren S. Pass for The Times
FUTURE ACTING GOVERNOR...Senate President Richard Codey (D-West
Orange) held a press conference in West Orange on Friday. Senator Codey will
take over as acting governor when Governor McGreevey steps down on Monday,
November 15.  Senator Codey also served as acting governor for a day after
Governor Christie Whitman’s resignation.

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
SAYING GOODBYE...Richard Marsden, right, retired from his position as
borough engineer and was presented with a resolution by Councilman Stuart
Kline and Council President Katherine Mitchell honoring the 12 years of service
he gave to the borough.
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“...healthy & 
delicious.”

FITNESS SPA CAFEAs of August 2, 2004

ALISSA KAYE, M.D.
is joining her father,

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Graduate of Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia

Trained at Mount Sinai Hospital, New York City

OB-GYN residency

31 South Union Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Most insurances accepted

908-272-8676

GARY L. KAYE, M.D.

in his practice of

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

908-232-8977
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

Boyleassociates@aol.com

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE

Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.
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Tax Break

owners in the business district ob-
jected to the costs as well as poten-
tial security problems. But Mrs.
Malool said the one-time cost of the
boxes shouldn’t be an issue. She
said the boxes are “virtually impos-
sible to break into,” adding that “the
fire department is the only one that
will have keys” to the boxes.

It’s expected that township offi-
cials will discuss the issue in the
coming weeks with fire department
officials and business and property
owners in the downtown district.

Already, several towns in Union
County utilize the Knox Box sys-
tem, including Westfield, Fanwood,
Cranford and Mountainside.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Knox Boxes

United Methodist Church. The 50
hours of training is required for any-
one interested in volunteering for
CONTACT, and an application and
interview must be completed. The
only criterion is that volunteers must
be age 18 or older.

For more information on any of the
CONTACT We Care programs or to
volunteer, please call the office num-
ber (908) 301-1899.

Besides the municipal portion of
local property taxes, which accounts
for 18 percent of the total tax bill,
the Union County Board of Taxa-
tion estimates that education taxes
will account for 64.5 percent of
local property taxes, with a rate of
$4.55 per $100 of assessed value, or
a additional $362 this year. The
county portion of Scotch Plains’ tax
bills will account for 16.6 percent,
with a rate of $1.169 per $100, or
$70 more this year. The county’s
open space trust fund levy will rise
from four cents per $100 to 4.5
cents, resulting in an average in-
crease of $6 while the township’s
open space fund will remain at two
cents per $100.

Overall, the amount of property
taxes to be paid on an average as-
sessed home of $120,000 this year
will be $8,468, an increase of $475
over last year, or about 5.9 percent.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, AUGUST 6
A Canterbury Drive resident re-

ported being harassed. The complain-
ant states that he is being harassed to
move by the landlord.

An Allenby Lane resident reported
that her 2004 Audi was scratched
from the front driver side door to the
rear door. The vehicle was also egged.
The vehicle was parked in the drive-
way.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8
A Country Club Lane resident re-

ported that his 1997 Jeep Cherokee’s
rear window was smashed out.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

McGreevey
idea of waiting till November.

“And truthfully, if Jon Corzine runs,
he becomes a strong candidate and
probably the frontrunner. I’d rather
have an elected official instead of this
political fiasco again. I’m opposed to
it. All this talk of an ‘orderly transi-
tion’ is nothing more than political
mumbo jumbo. I would not be sur-
prised if they moved his decision to
right now. Almost every single news-
paper is calling for his immediate
resignation…Common folks and
Democrats are all calling for him to
resign now…” Mayor Viglianti added.

“The difference between this situ-
ation and what happened in 2001
with Christie Whitman was that she
did not leave under possible indict-
ment. McGreevey’s hoping by re-
signing that the investigations stop.
But shame on Christie Whitman for
committing to four years and not serv-
ing fully. I believe the solution is to
have an elected lieutenant governor. I
believe the people should vote in the
successor to have a real natural suc-
cession.”

“Also, as Senate President, if 21
senators come together and decide to
out him, he can be removed and we
can elect a new senate president. He’s
not elected for a term.

“The thing I really don’t like is that
if I do something malicious and am
found to be in the wrong, why should
the town and state have to pay for it?
If the settlement goes to Cipel, you
know who pays for it? You’re damn
right, you and I the taxpayers do.”

Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-
7) said, “This is a sad time for the
state of New Jersey and I wish Gov-
ernor McGreevey and his family well
in the future.”

President of the NJ Stonewall
Democrats Michael Blake of Scotch
Plains, said, “On a personal level, I
am very saddened. He is a close friend
and I have great respect for him while
working on the domestic partnership
legislation. I don’t feel civil advance-
ments will be harmed because of the
commitment in the Democrat Party.
Senate President Richard Codey was
the Senate sponsor (of the Domestic
Partnership Act). He’s open and re-
sponsive.”

Union County Republican Chair-
man Phil Morin said, “I think it’s un-
fortunate that this impending scandal
has led him to taking this drastic a
step.” He cited the many ethical mis-
takes made by people inside and out-
side the administration. “This was a
building storm” He said that while the
governor is an important and powerful
position, a transition could be made
smoothly over a few week period, and
the governor should show that he “re-
spects the voters of the state.”

Phone calls to Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-Fanwood) and
Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott
were not returned as of press time.

Letters to Governor McGreevey can
be submitted at http://www.state.nj.us/
governor/govmail.html

* * * * * * *
Michael Pollack contributed to this

article.

$207,539 from direct and indirect
public contributions, government
grants, program service revenue and
other support. $246,350 of the
$257,293 was used on programs, and
the remaining $10,943 was spent on
fundraising.

The Center for Women and Fami-
lies raised $57,998 between direct
public contributions, government
grants, program service revenue and
other support. They spent $77,693,
mainly on program expenses.

Unico Westfield received $6,000
from direct public contributions, and
they spent $120 on program expenses.

The New Jersey School-Age Child
Care Coalition, based in Westfield,
received $361,844 from public con-
tributions, program service revenue
and other support, including $264,537
in government grants. They spent a
total of $333,787; $298,971 went to
program expenses.

The Westfield Day Care Center
raised $1,249,304 in total, $1,090,093
of which came from program service
revenue and the rest of which came
from direct public contributions, gov-
ernment grants and other sources.
They spent $1,259,934, $1,248,596
of which went towards programs and
the rest of which went towards man-
agement expenses and under $1,000
of fundraising.

The Youth and Family Counseling
Service, based in Westfield, amassed
$289,520 from direct and indirect
public contributions, government
grants and program service revenue
after payments totaling $48,207 to
other sources of support. They spent
a total of $365,129 - $313,009 on
program expenses, $38,920 on man-
agement expenses and $13,200 on
fundraising expenses.

Resolve Community Counseling
Center of Scotch Plains accrued a
total of $368,186, $320,710 of which
came from program service revenue.
They spent $249,510 on programs,
which, when added to their manage-
ment and fundraising expenses,
equaled a total of $352,579 in ex-
penses.

The Family Support Organization
of Union County, based in Westfield,
received $74,824 from direct and in-
direct public contributions. They spent
$21,132 on program and manage-
ment expenses.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth
Baseball Association received
$175,555 comprised of $41,987 in
direct public contributions and
$133,568 from other sources. They
spent $179,198, $164,595 of which
went towards program expenses.

The Children’s Museum of Central
New Jersey, based in Westfield, re-
ceived $32,634 from direct public
contributions. They spent $18,512 on
programs, management and
fundraising expenses.

The Friends of Israel Children’s
Museum, based in Westfield, raised
$12,675 from direct public contribu-
tions. They spent $150 on manage-
ment expenses.

Mobile Meals of Westfield raised
$25,551 from direct contributions and
$84,326 in program service revenue
for a total of $109,877. They spent a
total of $106,800, all of which went
towards program expenses.

The New Jersey Coalition Against

Aircraft Noise received $937 from
direct public contributions, $2,000
from government grants and $229
from other support for total revenue
of $3,166. They spent $6,100 on pro-
grams and management.

The Westfield Jaycees received
$941 from support other than public
contributions, government grants or
program revenue, and they reported
no expenses.

The Junior Women’s Club of
Westfield raised a total of $27,765
from direct contributions, program
revenue and other support. They spent
$29,096, $25,044 of which went to
fundraising efforts and the remainder
of which went to programs and man-
agement.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Club received a total of $17,126
from direct public contributions. They
spent exactly $17,126 on programs,
management, fundraising and pay-
ments to affiliates.

The Westfield-based Carlton Hill
Family Foundation received $121,015
from sources other than public con-
tributions or program services, and
they spent $11,319 on programs and
management.

The Chemical People Task Force
of Westfield garnered $34,483 in gov-
ernment grants and received an addi-
tional $360 in direct public contribu-
tions for a total of $34,843. They
spent $39,366, all but $398 of which
went towards program expenses.

The Manor Park Tenants Associa-
tion received $450 from sources other
than public contributions, government
grants or fundraising, and they spent
$39 on fundraising.

The Eighty Six Foundation in
Westfield received $100 from sources
other than public contributions, gov-
ernment grants and program services.
They reported no expenses.

The Meta C. Mergott Foundation
received $20,979 from sources other
than public contributions, government
grants or fundraising. They spent
$37,250 on programs and $5,698 on
management for a total of $42,948 in
expenses.

Middle East Media USA amassed
$381,528 from the following sources:
$377,181 in direct public contribu-
tions, $4,163 in program service rev-
enue and $184 from other sources.
They spent $422,600 on program
expenses, management expenses and
fundraising.

The Pinkin Foundation received
$32,834. Most of the money received
came from direct public contribu-
tions, except $834. $18,500 was spent
on programs.

The Torcivia Family Foundation
collected $71,568 from sources other
than public contributions, government
grants or fundraising, and they spent
$152,060, all but $60 of which went
towards programs.

The Leichner Lerner Foundation of
Scotch Plains received $8,421 from
direct public contributions and other
support, and they spent $5,276, all but
$15 of which was spent on programs.

The Westfield Community Center
Association collected $360,070 from
direct and indirect public contribu-
tions, government grants, program
service revenue and other support.
Their expenses, totaling $367,590,
went towards program and manage-
ment expenses.

The Scotch Plains-based 200 Club
of Union County received a total of
$137,774 from direct public contri-
butions and other support. They spent
$89,363 of their $130,265 of expenses
on programming. The remainder of
their spending went to management
expenses and to fundraising.

Freedom’s Wings International re-
ceived $13,835, mainly from direct
public contributions, and spent $13,698
on programs and management.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Non-Profits in WF, SP, FW
Reveal Annual Financials

Local Residents Respond to Governor James McGreevey Issue

Marvin- Scotch Plains
As a moral issue it doesn’t matter to

me. It’s politics. I’m ambivalent on
whether people should be entitled to
vote because I question if it would be a
fair election. I don’t think having
McGreevey resign immediately
changes the outcome.  It’s a no-lose
situation for the Democrats. They ap-
point Corzine, who can finance his own
campaign. They’ll appoint someone in
the senate and won’t lose a senate seat.
The Republicans are going to have a
hard time making a fair case for him to
leave immediately.

Mary Anne - Westfield
I think it’s fine to wait until November 15th?
If he’s gay, he’s gay. That’s the issue, right? I
don’t feel he should be punished for being
gay. But, if a new governor will be appointed
and not voted on, that’s wrong. People should
have the right to elect the next governor.

Mike - Westfield
I don’t know why he has to leave. I feel
there’s something underlying in the
whole thing. I don’t like to see a lame
duck person in though. The people
should decide who steps in.

Richard - Westfield
Why should he resign immediately? If
he is going to, though, I think it’s only
reasonable for someone to step in and
take his place. It’s the right of the office
to pick the successor.

Jeffrey - Westfield
No, I don’t think he should resign im-
mediately. I’m not sure who’s at fault.
Is the other guy just a player? If there’s
a special election, the democrats will
probably lose and I don’t want to take
that risk.

Letters to Governor McGreevey
can be submitted at http://
www.state.nj.us/governor/
govmail.html.

Fanwood Planning Bd. Approves
Development on South Avenue

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Several Fanwood residents
stormed angrily out of the court-
room after the borough’s Planning
Board and Zoning Adjustment Board
approved the Messercola Brother’s
application for a development on
South Avenue and First Street at a
special board meeting on Monday,
August 16.

After five hearings spanning five
months, the majority of board mem-
bers cited their reasons for approv-
ing the 10,000-square footprint,
three-story development, prior to
their six-to-one vote.

Peter Sayles, the lone dissenting
board member, agreed with First
Street residents’ objections to the
plan, citing traffic-safety and park-
ing concerns.

Other objections voiced by First
Street residents, prior to the board’s
vote, included a potential invasion of
privacy by headlights and by third-
story tenants, who could have an
unimpeded view of their backyards
and bedroom windows. Residents
also told the board that they would
have to endure traffic tie-ups on
South Avenue as well as standing
water after heavy rains.

First Street resident Carol Dowling
asked the board not to approve the
application, citing problems endured
for 37 years living next to a medical
building on the adjacent corner.

Jim Conahan, whose property

abuts the proposed parking lot,
opined that the size of this develop-
ment was out of all proportions with
any other building abutting a resi-
dential neighborhood. Although the
applicant agreed to erecting a six-
foot high stockade fence and land-
scaping buffering along the perim-
eter of the parking lot, Mr. Conahan
told the board that this was not
enough to salvage the privacy, which
he currently has in his yard.

“There are numerous, other loca-
tions more suitable for a develop-
ment of this size,” he said.

All of the board members sympa-
thized with the First Street residents’
concerns. However, they also noted
the Mesercola’s right to develop the
property.

Board member John Deitch said
that this was an irregular lot, not
easily developed, which could be ar-
gued as a hardship. He acknowledged
the applicant’s willingness to comply
with all of the board’s conditions.

“In respect to the residents, this is
a big change and change is not al-
ways comfortable,” said Maryanne
Tobey, the mayor’s representative to
the board.

“I think that the project is good and
the building is outstanding,” said
Board Chairman Gregory Cummings.
“It is what the borough wants to ac-
complish and I hope that this will
stimulate similar development.”

In lieu of approving an insuffi-
cient parking variance, the applicant

agreed to foregoing usage of the
entire second-floor until the parking
spaces prove to be sufficient for the
existing, occupied areas of the build-
ing. The number of parking spaces
required for a building of this size,
can range from one space per 300
square feet up to one space per 200
square feet, depending on the types
of usage. The parking requirement
for this building would be 62 to 70
spaces, while the proposed parking
lot and on-street parking provides
57 spaces.

Tenants who purchase residential
units on the third floor will have a
condition that requires them to park
furthest away from the building dur-
ing business hours, when the com-
mercial spaces are in use.

Attorney for the applicant Robert
Kraus of Scotch Plains noted that
residential usage and commercial
parking needs are typically at oppo-
site times of the day, which would
make the number of spaces adequate.

The application will now be re-
viewed by New Jersey Department
of Transportation, which will make
recommendations regarding safety
and traffic mitigation along South
Avenue and at the intersection. They
will also review the proposed, on-
street, parking spaces on South Av-
enue.

Owner Bernardo Messercola told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that this review process could take
months and that he has no timeline
for developing, until after all of the
engineers have signed off on the
project.

In other business conducted dur-
ing the agenda meeting, following
the special meeting, it was announced
that board member Joe Higgins has
left the Planning Board to replace
Councilman Michael Brennan, who
resigned his seat.

The board also announced that a
site plan hearing for the expansion
of Dunkin’ Donuts will be heard at
their next regularly scheduled meet-
ing on Wednesday, August 25.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
EVERYBODY OUT!...The offices and stores at 251 North Avenue West, in
Westfield, including The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, had to be evacuated on
Tuesday because of a gas leak.
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