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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Thieves Swipe the ‘1’

From WF PD-1
Sports Section

 Pages 9-12

DAYTON MAKES SAVING SNAG, CROWLEY GOES 4-FOR-4

Checchio Nabs Division Title,
Nips Dunellen Hotel Men, 9-8

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It took years in the making, but
Checchio Chiropractic finally cap-
tured the Scotch Plains Softball
League A Division title, by nipping
Dunellen Hotel, 9-8, in Game 2 of the
finals at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on August 10. The night be-
fore, Checchio’s had a much easier
time, winning 12-0.

The wait for Checchio’s had been
nearly a decade. In 1998, PEPCO beat
Meyer’s Marauders for the title. In
1999, Meyer’s Marauders edged J.M.
Quick in three games. Sun Tavern took
top honors in 2000 by topping Ferrara’s
Auto. In 2001, Pep Again began a
three-year dominance, taking out
Checchio’s, Fanwood Transmissions
and Checchio’s, respectively.

“I have waited seven years, seven
years,” said Checchio’s Nick Piscopo
who had also played for Ferrara’s and
Fanwood Transmissions.

With both sides loaded with power

hitters, the securing of the 2004 title
came down to a spectacular leaping,
catch in leftfield for the final out by
Checchio’s Bryan Dayton.

“I wasn’t sure (I could catch it at
first). When you’re running, you hear
your feet but, once I grabbed it, I
knew I had it. It’s my first champion-
ship,” explained Dayton.

“It’s been a long time. The last time
we won was when Tony Mineo ran
the team (year not known),” said
Checchio’s Ed Guttierez.

Three Checchio powermen came
through with big hits. Jon Crowley
went 4-for-4, including two triples,
with two RBI and a run scored. Mark
Nies, the Barry Bonds of the league,
received two walks and scored three
times but whacked a solo home run
and singled in his two at bats. Piscopo
pounded a two-run triple and singled
while scoring once. Pitcher Ron
Germinder and Joe DeFabio had two
hits and a run scored each and Neil
Kauffman had two RBI.

The Hotel men out-hit Checchio’s,
18-17, and received three hits apiece
from Fran Maggio, Tony Vitelli Sr.
and Bobby Chez. Maggio, who
tripled, scored three runs. Vitelli had
an RBI and a run scored, and Chez
doubled, scored twice and had an
RBI. Pitcher Billy Scott went 2-for-3
with two RBI and a run scored and
Keith Getz singled twice.

The Hotel men turned a second
(Steve Gould) to short (Chris
Vanderfliet) to first (Vitelli, Sr.)
double play. Vitelli, Sr. made another
nice stretch for a putout at first and
Vitelli, Jr. gunned down a runner from
his rightfield position. Third baseman
Chez grabbed a steaming grounder to
set up an out and centerfielder Phil
Gentile made a brilliant diving catch.

In addition to Dayton, Checchio
centerfielder Guttierez made a fine
running grab, Crowley made a good
knockdown at first to get a force out at
second and Nies made a good scoop at

KASKO GETS 5 RBI; CERCHIO BANGS 3-RUN HOMER

WF PD-2 ‘Thieves’ Out-Blast
WF PD-1 ‘Blue’ Men, 15-11

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A dramatic softball showdown
took place at Memorial Park in
Westfield on August 11 as the
Westfield Police 1 Blue men and
Westfield Police 2 Thieves trotted
on the turf and splattered a hail of
runs beneath the thunder-rife skies.
Two strong power surges were heard
in the second and fourth and that was
all that was required for the, 8-5
Thieves to stagger Blue, 15-11.

Lou Cherchio, who launched a mas-
sive three-run homer in the fourth,
led the Thieves who unleashed a bar-
rage of 23 hits. Team captain Greg
Kasko cracked three hits and had five
RBI. Chris Battiloro rapped a triple
and drove in three runs.

The PD 1 Blue totaled 16 hits and

was led by Jimmy McCullough who
launched two doubles and four RBI.
Mike Smalls smacked three hits and
two RBI. Dave Wayman and Dave
Martinez answered with two RBI
each.

Both teams exhibited brilliant de-
fensive plays. Thief J. Battiloro made
a magical backhanded catch in left
in the third inning, Shortstop Jerry
Lipshitz robbed Dave Martinez of
extra bases in the seventh and C.
Battiloro prevented a run by slap-
ping the cuffs on the runner at home
in the fifth.

PD 1 Blue Smalls hauled in a tough
Tony Vastano shot in leftfield. Chris
Polito at short and Ed Belford at
second pulled major league plays in
the sixth and seventh innings.

“Coming off last week’s big win,

when we handed the undefeated
Elizabeth Police Department their
first loss, was huge,” said Thief
Kasko. “Needless to say, we looked
forward to today since I believe we
were a 14-run underdog according
to departmental scuttle. I have to
give our guys all of the credit. I think
all that lightning put a jolt into our
game and we came out winners. We
played error free ball, we got hits
and it was a strong defensive perfor-
mance. We expected to come out and
win and we did. There are no indi-
viduals. It was simply a total team
effort. I give Westfield PD I credit
for coming out and playing strong.
They always come out to win and
they don’t expect anything less, but
neither do we.”
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEARLY GOOD AS GOULD AT SECOND…Dunellen Hotel second baseman Steve Gould puts the tag on Checchio’s Neil
Kauffman as he slides into second. Kauffman was, however, safe as the bag skid from the impact. Checchio’s nipped the Hotel
men, 9-8, in Game 2 to lay claim to the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League A Division title.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING THE BIG HEIST FOR THE THIEVES…PD-2 Thief Lou Cerchio gets congratulations from Greg Kasko, No.
25 (left) and Tony Vastano, No. 55 (right)  after he blasted a three-run homer inthe fourth against the Westfield PD-1 team.
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