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‘Encounters’ to Study Reason
Jesus Gave Sight to the Blind
SCOTCH PLAINS – The reason

why Christ granted sight to two blind
men will be the focus of the eighth
“Life-Transforming Encounters With
Jesus” session at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church in Scotch Plains.

“Being and Doing Church by HBO
and MBO” (Matthew 20:29-34) will
be held on Wednesday, August 25,
from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thursday, August
26, from 10 to 11:55 a.m. in Alexander
Hall. The Willow Grove Church is
located at 1961 Raritan Road.

Refreshments will be provided and

babysitting will be available if re-
quested by the morning of August 25.
All are welcome.

This will be the eighth and final
study in the summer “Work in the
Word” series being taught by the
Reverend George Betz, Interim Pas-
tor. The fall session will start in mid-
September.

For further information, please call
the church office any weekday morn-
ing at (908) 232-5678, e-mail
wilgrv@netzero.com or visit
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.

First Baptist Group Reaches
Top of Colorado Mountain

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH…Members of the First Baptist Church of Westfield
celebrate having reached the top of Mount Chiquita in Colorado’s Rocky
Mountain National Park July 14. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row,
Christine Foster, Stefanie Shaw, Elliott Johnson, Patty Kreider, Alicia Lambros
and Brittany Lambros, and back row, the Reverend Jeremy Montgomery, Jeff
Greenlaw, Donnie Turlington, David Torres and Ferris Moniz. Behind them is
Longs Peak, the highest in the park, with an elevation of 14,000 feet.

WESTFIELD – Last month, after
major fundraising, nine youth and
two adults from the First Baptist
Church of Westfield traveled to Colo-
rado for the National Gathering of
American Baptist Youth called “En-
counter.”

There, they joined 1,700 other
youth at the weeklong event, which
was held at the YMCA of the Rockies
in Estes Park. During the gathering,
they took part in workshops, evening
concerts and worship services.

The highlight of the trip was a visit
to picturesque Rocky Mountain
National Park where, on July 14, the
First Baptist team hiked to the top of
Mount Chiquita — an elevation of
13,069 feet.

Before they set out, the Reverend
Jeremy Montgomery, Minister of
Local Outreach at First Baptist and
the trip’s adult leader, lead the youth
in prayer and a vow of commitment at
the Chapin Creek Trailhead. He gave
them the mandate, “Everyone goes
up together, and everyone comes
down together.”

During their journey, the youth were
tested by a shortage of oxygen and
the fatigue of climbing without the
guidance of trails. At various water
breaks, group members would
encourage one another by reading
favorite scripture passages from the
Bible, such as Psalm 23.

Additionally, the climbers faced
the threat of afternoon thunderstorms.
The major part of their ascent was
above the tree line, where thunder
and lightning can be fatally dangerous.

“At one point when we were resting
on a boulder field, I asked the group
if they wished to return down the

mountain,” Reverend Montgomery
recalled. “Although each one was
scared, the entire group vowed to go
up together, and in the end, the storms
provided us with a spectacular show
of sounds and lights.”

After a four-hour ascent, the group
finally reached the summit, where
they shared sandwiches and trail
mix. Huddling together to keep
warm behind a rock shelter, they
once again devoted themselves to
prayer in thanksgiving for a safe
trip. The journey took seven hours
altogether.

In addition to the Reverend
Montgomery, of Fanwood, the group
included Jeff Greenlaw, Elliott
Johnson, Patty Kreider as an adult
leader, David Torres and Donnie
Turlington of Westfield; Stefanie
Shaw of Roselle, Christine Foster of
Old Tappan, Alicia and Brittany
Lambros of Scotch Plains, and Ferris
Moniz of Union.

As an award for their accomplishment,
Reverend Montgomery presented each
of the youth with a Mount Chiquita trail
tag, which is a patch that can be sewn
onto their backpacks.

Later that week, seven members
of the group scaled two additional
peaks in the national park — Flattop
Mountain, with an elevation of
12,324 feet, and Hallett Peak, with
an elevation of 12,713 feet, earning
them two additional trail tags. The
group returned to New Jersey on
July 16.

“I always seek to broaden the
horizons of our youth in numerous
ways, and on this trip, I literally
achieved that with them,” Reverend
Montgomery said.

– Obituaries –
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Caught in the
Medicaid confusion?

Free College Course Offered
To Union County Seniors

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Senior Citizens Housing Corpora-
tion, in conjunction with the
Westfield Foundation and the
Learning Is Forever (LIFE) Center
of Union County College, will
sponsor classes on its premises
during the fall semester of 2004.

Dr. Christopher Gibbs will teach
“American Political History,” a three-
credit course spanning the first elec-
tion of George Washington up to the
most recent presidential election.

This course will be held at 1133
Boynton Avenue, Westfield, on Fri-
days beginning September 3, from 10
a.m. to noon. LIFE Center courses
are offered free of charge to Union
County senior citizens. Registration
will take place the first week of class.

Parking is available in designated
parking areas and up until the en-
trance to Boynton Avenue, or along

the access road between the two build-
ings. Attendees are advised to be
aware of designated parking spaces,
since the Fire Department will issue
tickets if vehicles are not parked in
authorized areas.

For further information on the up-
coming college course, please call
Randi Kass at (908) 233-1733.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED

VIRGIN: (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you
are my mother. Oh Mary, con-
ceived without sin, pray for us who
have recourse to thee. Holy Mother,
I place this cause in your hands
(3X). Holy Spirit, you who solve
all problems, light all roads so that
I can attain my goal. You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that
in all instances in my life you are
with me. I want in this short prayer
to thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. K.P.

Lunch and Learn Series
To Return in September

COUNTY – Area senior citizens
and caregivers are invited to attend a
free informational discussion about
diabetes on Wednesday, September
15, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
home office of Vitalize, 136 Central
Avenue in Clark.

Certified Geriatric Care Manager
Bonnie Testa, Director of Care Man-
agement with Vitalize, will be the
featured speaker. Her presentation
will include facts about diabetes, tips
for controlling blood sugar and ad-
vice on caring for a loved one with the
disease.

This event will officially mark the
beginning of a new Lunch and Learn

series of community education pro-
grams. The series is made possible by
Pfizer Pharmaceuticals through an
ACOVE unrestricted educational
grant, in cooperation with Vitalize, a
geriatric care management company.

Anyone interested in attending the
program must make a reservation in
advance. Seating is limited. A com-
plimentary lunch will be provided for
all who attend. To reserve a seat or to
learn more about the Lunch and Learn
series, please call (732) 574-3539.
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DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Pauline W. “Polly” Kump, 96, of
Washington Township died on
Wednesday, August 11, at Heath Vil-
lage in Washington Township.

Born on November 9, 1907 in
Mount Carmel, Pa., she was the
daughter of the late Reverend Will-
iam Kump and Pauline W. Hoenstatt
Kump. She had lived in Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Maplewood before
moving to Heath Village in 1986.

Miss Kump had been a teacher for
two years in Quakertown, Pa. and for
40 years in Westfield at Columbus,
Lincoln and Franklin Schools prior
to retiring.

She earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Education at Newark State
Teachers College.

During World War II, Miss Kump
and a friend worked in an airplane
factory in California during the sum-
mer.

She volunteered with Overlook
Hospital in Summit and for many
years at New Eyes for the Needy in
Short Hills.

Surviving are two nieces, Sue
Reinhardt of Sycamore, Ill. and Joan
Heiges-Blythe of Santa Fe, N.M.

Interment is private.
Arrangements were by the Cochran

Funeral Home in Hackettstown.
Memorial donations may be made

to the Heath Village Friendship Fund,
153 Schooley’s Mountain,
Hackettstown 07840.
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Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED

VIRGIN: (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you
are my mother. Oh Mary, con-
ceived without sin, pray for us who
have recourse to thee. Holy Mother,
I place this cause in your hands
(3X). Holy Spirit, you who solve
all problems, light all roads so that
I can attain my goal. You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that
in all instances in my life you are
with me. I want in this short prayer
to thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. G.C.
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Ketubah Unit to Have
Dinner at Sir John’s
COUNTY – The B’nai B’rith

Ketubah Married Couples Unit
(40+) will meet for dinner on Sun-
day, August 29, at 6 p.m. at Sir
John’s, located at 230 Washington
Place in North Brunswick.

Non-members are welcome to
join the group for dinner. Inter-
ested individuals are asked to call
Elaine at (908) 232-0062 by Fri-
day, August 27.

Prayer to St. Jude
Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and

martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patron-
age in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance.  Help me
in my urgent position.  In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked.  Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias.  St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid.  Publication must be
promised.  This novena has never
been known to fail.  K.P.

Prayer to St. Jude
Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and

martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patron-
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recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
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promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked.  Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias.  St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid.  Publication must be
promised.  This novena has never
been known to fail.  K.P.

St. Helen’s to Present
‘Sunset Open Mic’

WESTFIELD — The St. Helen’s
Music Ministry will hold a “Sunset
Open Mic” night on Friday, August
27, at 7:30 p.m. on the church grounds
at 1600 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.
In the event of inclement weather, it
will be held in the Parish Center.

Those who play an instrument or
accompany themselves as a singer/
instrumentalist are invited to show-
case their talents in a “coffee house”
setting.

Attendees are asked to bring lawn
chairs and blankets. Refreshments
will be available. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 232-1214, ex-
tension no. 24.

Rev. Shannon to Speak
On ‘Who Really Cares?’

PLAINFIELD – The Reverend
Sylvester Shannon will preach on the
topic “Who Really Cares?” at the
Sunday, August 22, service at the
First Unitarian Society of Plainfield.

The service will be at 10 a.m. at the
church, located at 724 Park Avenue.
Reverend Shannon said his sermon
will be based on Luke 13, verses 10-
17, having to do with healing on the
Sabbath.

Reverend Shannon became the new
minister  at the United Presbyterian
Church in Plainfield on February 1.  He
was pastor at the Pentagon from 1976
through 1981, and was the first person
of color to serve as chaplain there.

The First Unitarian Society of
Plainfield is New Jersey’s oldest Uni-
tarian-Universalist church. For more
information, please call (908) 756-
0750 or visit www.fusp.org.
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heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance.  Help me
in my urgent position.  In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked.  Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias.  St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid.  Publication must be
promised.  This novena has never
been known to fail.  G.C.

Sierra Club Group Sets
September 8 Meeting
COUNTY – The Sierra Club-

Loantaka Group, which covers Union
and Morris Counties, will meet on
Wednesday, September 8, from 7:30
to 9 p.m. at the Library of the
Chathams, located at 214 Main Street
in Chatham.

Julia Somers, Executive Director of
the Great Swamp Watershed Associa-
tion, will present “The Great Swamp
Update, 2004,” covering current is-
sues affecting the Great Swamp Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge in Morris
County.

Photographer Blaine Rothauser will
offer a slide show of the Great Swamp’s
inhabitants. Admission is free and the
event is open to the public.


