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YOU CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE�

For information call 908-709-7518 – or – visit us online at www.ucc.edu

My UCC
As an adult returning to school after
many years, I count my experience
at UCC among the best of my life. 

Diana Broccoli, UCC ‘04 

R E G I S T E R  T O D A Y !

Your UCC
� Choose from Over 90 Programs of Study or 

English as a Second Language (ESL)
� Fall ‘04 Semester begins September 1 (Register until Sept. 7)

� Fall ‘04 Late Start classes begin September 14
� Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or weekends

� Transfer as a Junior to prestigious 4-year colleges or Universities
� Still only $73 per credit (Union County residents)

� Learn from home with Online Courses or Telecourses
For information call 908-709-7518 or 

visit us at www.ucc.edu

JON M. BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ
MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Personal Injury Law

Do You Have To
Go To Court?

CAMPAIGN RELEASE

By Pat Quattrocchi, Candidate for UC Freeholder
with Joe Renna, Bruce Paterson and Frank Arena

Like everyone else, I too have been
fascinated by Gov. McGreevey’s an-
nouncement regarding his person life,
as well as his planned resignation on
November 15. I say planned because
he hasn’t actually resigned just yet,
though perhaps he should.

Personally, I don’t care about his
coming out as a gay American, and I
don’t think too many others care about
that aspect of his announcement either.
His sexuality is his business and that of
the people it directly impacts — one
being his wife. Though, I can’t help but
believe she knew, or at least “knew
something,” as wives usually do.

What is of paramount concern to
me is that he jeopardized the safety of
the residents of the state of New Jer-
sey by appointing the obviously un-
qualified Golan Cipel to such an im-
portant position; and that he lacked
the strength of character to separate
the duties of his public life from the
emotions of his private one. It doesn’t
matter if, as his spokespeople claim,
he was being extorted for money or
political favors; or perhaps that he
was so taken by this person that he
wanted to help Cipel as much as he
could — evidenced by the fact that
after leaving the state’s employ, Cipel
worked in jobs for various persons
connected to McGreevey.

To me all of that is inconsequential.
What matters is that he lacked the
fortitude to keep his emotions in check
and out of government. If he was
being blackmailed in someway, he
lacked the courage to come forward
sooner; thus creating what can be re-
ferred to as “Golangate”.

Following the trail of newspaper
articles, Internet postings, TV news
and political word-of-mouth, it ap-
pears that either he just couldn’t get
rid of this guy or maybe Golan is too
loose a cannon to set loose. Truth be
told, love affairs fade, and people go
their separate ways.

Homosexuality is not exactly the
news item of the day and the sexual
harassment piece of the puzzle just
doesn’t fit either. There is obviously
something more, something bigger
that has McGreevey running and will-

“Golangate,” What Makes
Jim McGreevey Run?

ing to give up the Governors office.
Could it be one of the numerous ap-

pointments he made that are question-
able? Could it involve Kushner’s money,
Taffet’s insider trading, Levinsohn’s bill-
boards, Chugh’s questionable fundraising
techniques in the Asian community in
Edison, D’Amiano’s dealings with state
government or the settlement of $433,000
in state tax liens on his business? Could
it be the attorney general dismissing high
profile cases for supposed lack of evi-
dence?

Perhaps having the FBI serving sub-
poenas on the Governors Office and
both the Treasury and Agriculture De-
partments for records holds the answers.
Is there a really “Big Fish” involved
here somewhere? It is guaranteed that
time will tell, and something tells me we
won’t have to wait much longer.

McGreevey should put himself out
of his misery and step down now, thus
cutting the people of NJ a break and
allowing them to pick their governor
themselves.

Help us make Union County and
New Jersey a place you can be proud
of by supporting us in November and
voting for the team of Joe Renna,
Patricia Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and
Bruce Paterson for Union County
Freeholder. We welcome you com-
ments please visit our website at
www.unioncountygop.com or call
908-789-0200 for information or to
volunteer.

MS Rotary Announces
New Club President

MOUNTAINSIDE – Judith Burt of
the North Plainfield office of Fleet
Bank will succeed Paul Mecca of E-
Digital as President of the
Mountainside Rotary Club.

Ms. Burt was elected and sworn in to
the top post during the club’s annual
dinner meeting, held at Echoqua in Spring-
field. She will serve a one-year term.

Anyone interested in joining the
Mountainside Rotary Club should call
Ms. Burt at (908) 756-2626 or Bruce
Dickerson at (908) 233-4881. Rotary Club
members would be glad to welcome any
prospective members as their guests.

NEW MS ROTARY PRESIDENT…Judith Burt, left, has been elected President
of the Mountainside Rotary Club. She is pictured above in November of 2002 with
Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer, center, and Bruce Dickerson.

Westfield Parking Division Follows Up
On Permit Waiting List Verification

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Parking Division has sent a follow up
letter to residents on the commuter
parking waiting list to verify the sta-
tus of those seeking permits. Those
who have not done so are urged to
respond to the letter as quoted below
by August 31.

“Dear Resident in waiting. The of-
fice of Parking Services sent you a
letter in June asking you to confirm
your contact information and to con-
firm your desire to remain on the
commuter parking waiting list.

At this time, our office has not
heard from you. Please check the
name and address below to make sure
that it is yours. We also need your
current contact phone number where
you can be reached.

We have included a self-addressed
stamped envelope for your conve-
nience. Please return it no later than
August 31, 2004 or your name will be
removed from the Commuter Park-
ing Waiting List.”

The current cost of a commuter

parking permit in Westfield is $702
per year. The Town of Westfield Of-
fice of Parking Services can be
reached at (908) 789-4044 or e-mail:
parking@wpdnj.org.

K-5th Grades (middle school  
program also available) 

2-5 days per week 

Before School Care Available 

5 Locations: Y Facility;   
Tamaques, Washington,   
Jefferson & McKinley Schools 

Art, cooking, science, free play, 
outside play, gym activities, 
homework help.  Snack is  
included. 

Transportation from Westfield & 
Garwood public schools & Holy 
Trinity. 

Look no further than the  

Westfield Area Y 

NEED AFTER SCHOOL CARE  
THIS FALL?   

NEW! 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE FOR 

GARWOOD STUDENTS 

 

CALL FOR DETAILS 

Westfield Area Y 

220 Clark Street 

Westfield, NJ  07090 
 

908-233-2700 x273 

www.westfieldynj.org 
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Please Don’t Make This Political, It’s
Personal About Gov. McGreevey

Letters to the Editor

Oh no, here we go again — the endless
onslaught of jokes about New Jersey.
Please say it ain’t so. Please tell me that I
only dreamed that Governor McGreevey
abruptly announced his resignation be-
cause of an illicit affair with another man.
It’s too much to take, another political
scandal, another embarrassing moment
for NJ.

Why do we have to be the best at being
the worst? Think about it, the President of
the United States, while married, has an
improper sexual relationship with a fe-
male intern and New Jersey has to top that
by having its governor appoint a non-US
citizen, with no security credentials, to
the position of head of NJ’s homeland
security — then he has sex with the guy!
It’s just too much fodder for all those who
love to make fun of New Jersey. Jay
Leno, please come down with laryngitis!

What’s troubling about this latest epi-
sode in our beloved state’s history, is that
the real loser is the reputation of New
Jersey as a quality place to live, work and
safely raise a family — a state that people
are proud of, a state in which individuals
feel pride in their community, and a state
that non-residents respect. The media has
failed on this point.

We will have to deal with yet another
blow to the place we once, proudly (but
now sheepishly), call home. This has a
real and unfortunately, long lasting, ef-
fect that tarnishes our state’s reputation.

So what can be done? Frankly it’s up to
New Jersey to take care of New Jersey.
By that I mean it is the citizens of NJ, not
the politicians, who need to stand tall in

the face of this horrific embarrassment
and point out all that is good about our
great state.

We don’t need to hear from Senators
Lautenberg or Corzine about how they
feel for McGreevy and how impressed
they were with the way the governor fell
on his sword in front of the world. Balo-
ney. They should be angry for the citizens
do everything in their power to aggres-
sively promote New Jersey and quickly
distance its citizens, its businesses and its
beautiful topography from this scandal.

Of course, we know that each party has
to protect its own: and since McGreevey
is a Democrat and so are Corzine and
Lautenberg, their responses so far have
been predictable. Just for the record, this
commentary is not about Republican ver-
sus Democrat because I am under no
illusion. The Republicans would do the
same.

Our citizens need to become politically
active by challenging our representatives
when they “support the party” and not the
people. After all, didn’t we elect them to
represent us?

I only hope that it is not too late to stem
the tide of negative publicity that this
“affair” has caused. I’m afraid, though,
that unless we, all the citizens of NJ, unite
and stand up proudly, we’ll forever be
going to bed listening to David Letterman,
Jay Leno and the cast of Saturday Night
Live make yet one more derogatory joke
about our home state.

Jay MacDonald
Westfield

As Intern, Being Thrown Into Fire
Proves to be a Good Experience

The Westfield Leader threw me into the
fire the first day I walked through the
doors of present-day Kabloom. I had to
take pictures and write a full article that
night. There was no getting your feet wet.
I like it that way though. It’s the only way
you learn. After those baby steps, I got to
experience meeting several high pow-
ered politicians as Horace (our publisher)
and Lauren (our editor) got to see what I
was made of (in a writing sense).

Spending last summer in Washington
D.C., I got to work at NBC Sports- George
Michael Sports Machine. Truly a baptism
under fire, I was tossed into the editing
suites, a live television camera and the
Washington Capitals locker room. In my
building, I was awed every time I walked
through the door, sometimes running into
our neighbor Tim Russert, fresh off an
interview at the White House.

In D.C., I had the pleasure of meeting
Rep. Mike Ferguson in his Cannon Office
Building because of working at The
Leader. It was really exciting. I missed
Mr. Ferguson but got escorted by his
press secretary down to the Energy and
Commerce Committee room where Mr.
Ferguson was working on passing legis-
lation. He gave me 20 minutes of his time
and I couldn’t help but feel overwhelm-
ingly happy with the experiences I could
get by working at a local newspaper, as I
was escorted throughout the connected
maze of building.

I’ve had the pleasure of interviewing
State Senator Tom Kean Jr., congres-
sional candidate Steve Brozak, new Na-
tional Review head Ed Capano, and learn
about young Eagle Scout Kevin
Devanney’s hard work in creating a Ko-
rean War Memorial. I’ve seen the first
Domestic Partnership in Westfield and
scampered about following Governor

McGreevey’s scandal. I’ve been tongue
lashed by Union County officials after
ruffling feathers and thanked in other
instances for my professionalism.

The experience would be incomplete
without guidance from the top. Not to
sound terribly trite, but I want to thank
everyone in our office. Ho, Karen, Rob,
Ben, Lauren, Suzette, Michelle, Dave,
Fred, and Mike have been unbelievably
kind to me, helping get acclimated these
past years and teaching me how to take
what I’ve learned and apply it back at
school. To our interns Vicki, Miriam and
Don, I wish you the best of luck at school
and in your careers. I’d also like to thank
the academy.

Before my exit ‘muzak,’ I should keep
you updated on what I will be doing. On
August 25, I depart for my senior year at
Gettysburg College where I will earn my
degree in English and minor in Writing as
I cross my fingers. Perhaps one day you
will see me in the New York Times or
begging for change at the corner of Elm
and North. Whatever the future holds,
thanks for having me and thanks to the
subscribers for reading my work and not
causing a mutiny. PS, if you’d like to help
me on my senior thesis (the interplay of
jazz and beat writing), you will be re-
warded handsomely. Contact me at
mpollack@goleader.com

Michael Pollack
Westfield

WF Council Asked to
Take Position on Gov.
Dear Westfield Mayor and Council. I

am outraged at the mockery our former
governor is making of the state of New
Jersey and his purely political motives in
staying in office to avoid an open elec-
tion. I am tired of reading in the press how
this is a power struggle among a political
party - what about the people of New
Jersey?

I would like to see Westfield register in
on this matter that they find this unaccept-
able to the people of Westfield. What is
the town’s official stand? Is the Town of
Westfield willing to communicate this
stand to the appropriate offices?

Please reply ASAP, as September 2nd
approaches fast.

Peter McAliney
Westfield

St. Paul’s Thanks WF
Fire and Police Dept.
On behalf of the entire St. Paul’s com-

munity, I want to express my sincere
thanks for the Westfield Fire and Police
departments who responded with such
skill to our church’s recent fire.

Thanks to the quick action of the Fire
Department, which worked under terrible
weather conditions, our church tower sus-
tained minor damage.

Westfield is very well served by our
Fire and Police Departments.

Rev. Andrew C. Hamersley
Rector, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Letters to the Editor

Federal Funding
Earmarked for

Children’s Hosp.
FANWOOD – At press time yes-

terday, Rep. Mike Ferguson, R-
N.J., was scheduled to announce
he has received initial congressional
approval of $100,000 for the
Children’s Specialized Hospital.

The funding is earmarked for
renovations as the hospital is plan-
ning to add 35 special care nursing
facility beds by the end of 2006.

Classifieds
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com


