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Donald Mokrauer Leaves Presidential Posts
At WF Historical Society, Community Players

By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – When asked about
his accomplishments as outgoing presi-
dent of the Westfield Historical Society
and the Westfield Community Players
(WCP), Don Mokrauer prefers discuss-
ing his love of playing pool and bil-
liards and letting his peers recount his
good works.

Vacating the posts to care for and
travel with his wife, who is suffering
from early onset of Alzheimer’s, he will
maintain his ties to both groups while
visiting friends and participating in pool
tournaments. He is a nationally certi-
fied Pool Referee and a Billiards Ref-
eree.

Nancy Priest has succeeded Mr.
Mokrauer at the society and Naomi
Yablonsky has replaced him at the WCP,
where he served as president for five
years.

“I marveled at his ability to address
the detail in all of the challenges to keep
the Westfield Historical Society afloat,”
said Linda Maggio, executive director
of the United Fund of Westfield and
past president of the Westfield Histori-
cal Society. “His dedication to tasks,
annual reports, thoroughness and
efficiency…those are some big shoes
to fill.”

“Keeping the rich history of Westfield
alive for its residents and finding a
permanent home for the society – these
things were always on his plate,” she
said.

Westfield Historical Society mem-
ber Bob Miller added, “First, he’s been
a great president. Secondly, he’s a great
person for delegating and picking the
right people for jobs. Don is the first to
ask what he can do to help and when he
says that, he means it.”

Mr. Miller continued, “Don has a
great sense of humor. He’s very inci-
sive, decisive and listens patiently to
anything anyone has to say. He makes
pertinent remarks and has always been
there for any member of the society.”

“He has certainly left an imprint on
the society,” concluded Mr. Miller. “As
Program Chairman, I worked along
with him and, especially with the strides
we’ve made with the Reeve House,
without him at the helm, we certainly
would not have come this far.”

Yet, Mr. Mokrauer described his un-
dertakings in both organizations as “ad-
ministrative.” Admittedl,y neither a his-
torian nor a theater buff, he modestly
cited running smoother meetings, re-
cruiting new members and assembling
some fliers, membership lists and di-
rectories as his main feats. Everything
else, he noted, was more of a team
effort, which he left up to the experts.

“When people asked me to do stuff,
I’d do it,” he said simply.

“The thing we did at the historical
society that was the most significant, I
think, was the V2K Dinner Dance,”
said Mr. Mokrauer. The 2000 event at
the National Guard Armory, held to
honor veterans, raised money for VA
hospitals, the World War II Memorial
in Washington, D.C. and the Korean
War Memorial in Atlantic City.

“People come
to me with ideas
and some would
fall by the way-
side, but Brian
Mueller came to
me with the idea
for the dinner/
dance and every-
one pitched in,”
he said.

He also cited
then Colonel
D e n n i s
Dougherty of the
New Jersey De-
partment of Mili-
tary and Veteran
Affairs and mem-
bers of the com-
munity as instru-
mental in launch-
ing the project.

During his
eight-year presi-
dency, the society
also took its first
step to ensure the Reeve House as the
organization’s permanent home. Cur-
rently, Mr. Mokrauer said, the society is
pursuing its legal options to acquire the
home as a permanent site and assess the
facility’s financial and maintenance
needs.

Derrick Sampson’s preservation of
the society’s oral history has also been
paramount during Mr. Mokrauer’s ten-
ure.

In 2000, he received the society’s
President’s Award for extraordinary
work in recruiting volunteers as well as
dedication to the society as a member.
He also served as vice-chairman of the
Board of Governors at the Miller-Cory
House, an offshoot of his responsibili-
ties at the society.

At the WCP, Mr. Mokrauer joked
that he had only collected tickets and
attended productions before becoming
president. He also served two years as
the WCP secretary and worked on the
playbill and nominating committees.
Only until he was ready to leave his
presidency did he acquire enough
knowledge to really run the group, he
said.

“Fortunately, for them, we have a

core group of experts. I was just a pretty
face,” he said.

However, during his tenure, Mr.
Mokrauer helped his organization ben-
efit from his membership in the Tri-
County Community Theater, a forum
established by the Union County Divi-
sion of Cultural and Heritage Affairs in
which presidents of community the-
aters discussed pertinent issues and
formed a program, which allowed mem-

ber theaters to ex-
change props and
costumes and es-
tablish a script li-
brary.

Through Tri-
County, which
included presi-
dents from Essex,
Morris and
Union counties,
member theaters
offered dis-
counted tickets to
patrons attending
shows within
their network.

“But, I don’t
take credit for any
of this,” stressed
Mr. Mokrauer.

“He’s an ‘ac-
complisher’ and
we shall miss him
terribly,” said 30-
year WCP mem-
ber Letty Hudak.

“Don was a wonderful president
and stayed on an extra year. It’s hard
to get people who would do some-
thing like that,” she said. “He did
everything quietly and expertly. He
was very reliable and did anything
you wanted. If there was a problem,
you would call Don.”

Victor Cenci, WCP Publicity Coor-
dinator and Westfield resident, said,
“Don has got a great sense of humor. He
injected the right amount of levity to
keep things moving. He’s extremely
organized and he’s genuinely a nice
guy.”

By being a Tri-County member, Mr.
Cenci said, Mr. Mokrauer “left a legacy
by getting our participation going in
that program.”

Still, Mr. Mokrauer cited his typing
and secretarial skills as some of his
most marketable assets. As an eighth
grader at Roosevelt Junior High School
in Westfield, his mother blindfolded
him in front of a typewriter so he could
learn the keys by memory.

He graduated Westfield High School
(WHS) in 1963 and recently managed
the committee for its 40th class re-
union. At Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-

tute in Troy, NY he obtained his under-
graduate degree in mathematics.

From 1967 to 1969, he lived in Vir-
ginia, where he was a teacher, returned
to graduate school in 1969 to earn a
degree in management and moved to
Washington, D.C. where he worked for
an actuarial consulting firm doing em-
ployee communications.

In 1977, he continued working in the
communications field in New York City
and moved back to Westfield with his
second wife to settle in a home on the
north side of town that was within
walking distance from his parents’
home.

After six years living in the house,
the Mokrauers moved to the south
side of Westfield. During the hunt for
their second house – which he noted
needed to be roomier for entertaining
and to include a billiards room – a
realtor uncovered a diamond in the
rough in the basement of another
home.

An antique pool table dating between
the late 1870s and early 1880s was
discovered in that house and Mr.
Mokrauer, aware of its value and unique-
ness, purchased it and had it restored in
New York City. His poolroom, he knew,
would be more noteworthy than ever.

After working in New York City, he
worked in three different jobs, but al-
ways longed to own his own business.
After one unsuccessful venture with a
colleague, Mr. Mokrauer established
his own lease-auditing firm for me-
dium- to large-sized retailers in May of
1992.

Although he is not currently as active
in the business, he said he has worked
with companies all over the country,
including the former Montgomery
Ward, and found the ventures to be
most lucrative.

He has authored and co-authored
books on accounting and negotiating
commercial leases.

Mr. Mokrauer is the father of three
children, all of whom are WHS gradu-
ates. His son, who lives in Santiago,
Chile, is an entrepreneur for a series
of companies. Another son is a high
school mathematics teacher and as-
sistant wrestling coach in
Cinnaminson. His 19-year-old daugh-
ter recently completed her first year
at Cook College.

The grandfather of an 8-month-old,
Mr. Mokrauer’s mother, 93, who lived
in Westfield for 45 years, recently moved
to a nursing home in Illinois, which is
also the home for Senator Jon Corzine’s
mother. His father was a longtime owner
of an auto supply store once located at
Bovella’s Italian Pastry Shop in
Westfield.
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qualified buyers.
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Wyman Ford $8000up to

Rebates0% apr

Financing
60 mos.up to

if qualified

EASY AUTO CREDIT Bankruptcy? • Repossession? • Divorce? • Slow Pay? • First Time Buyer? • No Credit?NO CREDIT APPLICANO CREDIT APPLICATIONS REFUSED!TIONS REFUSED!NO CREDIT APPLICATIONS REFUSED! NO PROBLEM!

Inventory Reduction NOTICE!
Over  200  Vehicles Must Be Sold To MakeRoom For Incoming 2005 Fords.200 NOReasonable Offers

Will Be Refused!

50
Available

26
Available

3.9L 6 cyl, 4 spd auto OD trans, pwr strng/brks/wind/locks, AIR, cloth bckts, 16" steel
whls, all ssn tires, VIN#4BA10704, MSRP $24,460. Buy price incl. $4500 rebate,
$750 Lease Renewal Rebate if qual†, $1000 FMCC rebate if qual**, $400 coll. grad
rebate if qual* & $1095 Wyman discount.

Freestar S Minivan
Brand New 2004 Ford

Save $7745$16,715buy
for

4 dr, 4 cyl, automatic transmission, pwr strng/brks, AIR, cloth interior, split rear seat,
dual air bags, 14" steel whls, VIN#4W159831, MSRP $15,640. Buy price includes
$3000 rebate, $400 college graduate rebate if qualified* & $589 Wyman discount.

Focus LX Sedan
Brand New 2004 Ford

Save $3989$11,651buy
for

4 dr, 4.0L V6, 5 spd automatic OD transmission, pwr strng/brks/wind/locks, AIR,
cloth capt chairs, AM/FM Stereo w/CD, VIN#4UA11189, MSRP $29,155. Buy
price incl. $4500 rebate, $750 Lease Renewal Rebate if qual†, $400 College Grad
rebate if qual*, $1000 FMCC rebate if quaifiedl** & $2012 Wyman discount.

Brand New 2004 Ford

Save $8662$20,493buy
for

Explorer XLS

30
Available

0% apr

Financing 60 mos.up
to if qualified

6 cy l ,  au to  t rans ,  pwr
strng/brks/wind/locks/seats,
AIR, AM/FM Stereo-cass, tilt,
c r u i s e ,  7 4 , 2 6 8  m i ,
VIN#XG1199861. Incl .  6
month/6000 mi. warranty.

$5550

'99 Ford
Taurus SE

4 cyl , auto trans, pwr
strng/brks, AIR, bedcover,
alum wheels, 62,668 mi,
VIN#W8204219. Incl. 6
month/6000 mi. warranty.

$7550

'98 Chevrolet S10
LS Flareside

6 cy l ,  au to  t rans ,  pwr
strng/brks/wind/locks, AIR,
AM/FM Stereo-cass, tilt, cruise,
roof rack,  43,439 miles,
V IN#XL259248.  Inc l .  6
month/6000 mi. warranty.

$11,950

'00 Jeep
Cherokee Sport

6 cyl , auto trans, pwr
s t r n g / b r k s / d u a l
doors/seats, dual AIR, lthr,
quad seats, 29,318 miles,
VIN#1BB03450. Incl. 6
month/6000 mi. warranty.

$13,950

'01 Ford Windstar
SE Sport

6 cyl, auto trans, pwr
strng/brks/wind/locks/se
ats, AIR, AM/FM Stereo,
CD, alum whls, spoiler, side
a i r  b a g s ,  6 4 k  m i ,
VIN#19165183. Incl. 6
month/6000 mi. warranty.

$8950

'01 Chevrolet
Impala LS

6 cyl, auto trans, pwr
strng/brks/wind/locks/mi
rrs, AIR, AM/FM Stereo-
cass, leather, moonroof &
much more! 94k miles,
VIN#V0068281.  Incl. 6
month/6000 mi. warranty.

$9950

'97 Lexus
ES 300

8 cyl ,  auto trans, pwr
strng/brks/wind/locks, dual
AIR, tilt, cruise, AM/FM
Stereo-cass, CD, privacy gls,
25,416 mi, VIN#3HB36487.
Bal. of factory warranty.

$19,950

'03 Ford E350 15 Pass.
Club Wagon XLT

6 cyl, auto trans, pwr
strng/brks/wind/locks, AIR,
AM/FM Stereo, cruise, tilt,
htd seats, lthr, moonrf, 34k
mi, VIN#2A362999. Incl. 6
month/6000 mi. warranty.

$16,950

'02 Land Rover
Freelander SE 4x4

8 cyl, auto trans, pwr
strng/brks/wind/locks/se
ats, dual AIR & heat, AM/FM
Stereo, CD, tilt, cruise, alum
whls, 3rd seat, 43,000 mi,
VIN#1LB54960.

$20,950

'01 Ford Expedition
XLT 4x4

6 cyl, auto trans, pwr
strng/brks/wind/locks, AIR,
AM/FM Stereo, CD, tilt,
cruise, leather, moonroof,
1 3 , 4 8 5  m i ,
VIN#3KL88791.

$26,950

'03 BMW 325i
Premium

TREMENDOUS SELECTION OF CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED VEHICLES LOW, LOW FINANCE RATES!

6 cyl ,  auto trans ,  pwr
strng/brks/wind/locks, AIR,
AM/FM Stereo, CD, tilt, cruise,
1 0 , 3 9 3  m i l e s ,
VIN#4G140845. 2 available.

$14,550

'04 Ford
Taurus SES

FORD CERTIFIED!

Michelle Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAIL TO THE CHIEF…Donald
Mokrauer poses at The Leader/Times of-
fice and reviews his accomplishments as
president of the Westfield Historical Soci-
ety and Westfield Community Players.

SCOUT POWER…Kevin Devaney, left, and friend Patrick Daurio, both of Troop
72, take a work break last week at the site of Devaney’s Boy Scout Eagle Project:
Westfield’s new Korean War Memorial at the corner of North Avenue and East
Broad Street.

WESTFIELD – Last Friday,
stone, soil and labor came together
and significant progress was made
on the Korean War Memorial under
construction at the corner of North
Avenue and East Broad Street. The
construction of the memorial is a
community effort being lead by a
junior at Westfield High School,
Kevin Devaney. It is his Boy Scout
Eagle Project.

Kevin said, “The memorial will
be ready for dedication this Veter-
ans Day, November 11. My biggest
interest now is to let the public
know how much help I’ve received
from businesses, professionals and
volunteers in the town. The com-
munity needs to know who these
generous people are.”

Members of BSA Troop 72 spent
the day spreading soil and stone
donated by Bartells Garden Center

and Weldon Cement. They were fill-
ing in the areas around the stairs set
by Aldo Pigna & Sons, Masons.
Westfield Lumber and Weldon Ce-
ment supplied the materials to con-
struct the stairs and the seating area
of the monument. The landscape
design is compliments of Craig
Stock Landscaping.

Tim Doerr, proprietor of Master
Memorials, is providing the stone
monument. It is due to arrive next
week.

Kevin Devaney is assembling
historical information from this
period in Westfield’s history for a
documentary video. He seeks to
hear from those that have informa-
tion to share. Please e-mail
devanski@comcast.net or call
(908) 789-5939. Further informa-
tion is available online at
www.westfieldtoday.com/devaney.

Korean War Memorial Makes
Significant Progress in WF


