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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – John Reynolds, the
owner of three-month-old Golden Age
Fretted Instruments shop on South
Avenue, West in
Westfield, represents
some of the most promi-
nent luthiers (or hand-
made guitar designers)
in the world.

Having a clientele
which includes Brian
Setzer, Conan O’Brien
and George Benson, and
a 20-year career of sell-
ing fine fretted musical
instruments, is also
worth boasting about.

“Some people swear a
good guitar hasn’t been
made since 1965, but I
think there’s a whole
camp of luthiers now
that have made some of
the best guitars I’ve ever
seen,” Reynolds told The
Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times last
Tuesday morning.

A Scotch Plains resi-
dent for 10 years,
Reynolds knows how to
spot fine craftsmanship,
attention to detail and
flawless quality in a
handmade guitar.

Earlier this month,
he attended the New-
port Guitar Festival in
Rhode Island, where
famed luthiers like Wil-
liam “Grit” Laskin ex-
hibited a guitar with a
neck’s inlay depicting a figure slip-
ping down a New York City man-
hole.

Though less eccentric in detail, the
fretted instruments in Reynolds’ store
are bejeweled with pearl, abalone and
the finest woods.

For example, Reynolds sells “The
Deco,” a guitar by luthier Steve Klein
that includes Brazilian Rosewood (an
endangered species), sitka spruce, pearl

with sterling detailing, abalone, rosette
and hand-engraved sterling silver but-
tons.

According to Reynolds, the $18,000
instrument is a limited edition and one

of only five guitars to be sold.
Reynolds also represents luthiers

James Tyler, Steve Kauffman, Roger
Sadowsky, Josep Melo and Bil Mitchell,
as well as Majestic Guitars and Bill
Moll. A guitar player for 40 years, he
explained that there are only 200 known
luthiers and those who work part-time
craft 12 to 15 guitars per year.

While most of the guitars in his
shop sell on an average of $4,000 to
$5,000 each, during his career he
has been involved in the sale of a
guitar commanding a $250,000
price tag.

In working exclusively with such
noteworthy luthiers, Reynolds is the
go-to guy for handmade guitar enthu-
siasts and goes the extra mile to have
the instrument suit the exact taste and
needs of the customer.

For nine and a half years, Reynolds
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – Teenagers
from as far away as Freehold will be
waiting by their phones to find out if
they’ve made the cut for an episode of
MTV’s “MADE.”

Last Thursday, the foyer of the Scotch
Plains Public Library was crammed
with 15- to 21-year-olds, completing
questionnaires and chatting amongst
themselves and on their cell phones
before being called in for on-camera

interviews.
MADE, which first aired in January

of 2003, provides teenagers with one
or two months of training with profes-
sionals to help them reach their dreams.
The goal should be something the ap-
plicant could realistically reach within
five months.

Scotch Plains Library Director Meg
Kolaya told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
bringing MTV to the facility stemmed
from the state library’s youth services
initiative. Also, the auditions fit in well
with the library’s long-range planning
aim to target teenagers and get them

involved in library activities.
“We’ve gotten a lot of calls and ex-

pect a big turn-out,” she said, despite
the teeming rain outside the library
windows.

But the teenagers poured in faster
than the rain and Cecily Pierce of MTV,
who would interview the teens for two
to five minutes, just arrived at the
library and told the flock, “Stay calm
and be yourself.”

Anyone looking to become a
supermodel, movie actor or backup

dancer in a music video need not apply,
she said. “We are not looking for fame-
seekers,” she cautioned. Rather,
“MADE” producers would be seeking
teens with “small-scale goals” and life-
transforming stories that included an
ambition that might be normally out-
of-character for them to pursue.

“Normally, I’m really shy and this is
a good opportunity for me to get my-
self out there,” Jennifer Kujawski of
Westfield told The Leader/Times. She
sees herself on the stage someday in
musical theater and dance, and be-
lieves MADE could help her step out of
her shell and into the spotlight.

Members of the Westfield Y
Aquaducks team, Krystyna Chmura
and Aubrey Ambinder were audition-
ing together and hoped MADE train-
ing would boost them to the national
level in their sport.

Vincent Brevard of Rahway didn’t
have the chance to play baseball during
his senior year of high school and he
wanted to play professional baseball
someday. A dancer, Maggie Kosciolek
of Scotch Plains wants to be part of a
sports team.

A Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) student, Vester
Howard, 3rd told The Leader/Times
that he wanted to be a sports broad-
caster and thought MADE “might open
some doors” for him. He became inter-
ested in the career path through a class
he is taking at the high school.

SPFHS graduate Harvir Sanghera
said, “Everyone is always telling me
that it’s important to get a career that
you love.”

His friend, Christian Gray, also an
SPFHS graduate, piped in to offer
Harvir some incentive, “This is the
technology man. Everything he talks
about is cars, racing, speeding and go-
ing fast. He’s got the perfect attitude.”

Their friend and 2003 SPFHS gradu-
ate Trevor Wolff wants to play soccer in
Europe since the U.S. has no leagues
for which he is eligible. With the proper
training and support in Europe, he
might score his goal and MADE would
provide that opportunity.

Friends Amy Milano, Samantha
Hibbard and Kristyn Sparnroft had
their eyes on different goals. Amy wants
to be a Radio City Rockette and Krystyn
wants to learn how to play violin be-
cause she hadn’t quite exercised the
musical gene inherited by everyone in
her family. Samantha hopes to hone
her poise and fitness skills in order to
enter a pageant.

Pierce told the teens that they would
find out if they were selected anywhere
from three days to four weeks, depend-
ing upon their goals.

“But don’t lose hope if you don’t get
picked,” she said.

“And, if you don’t get picked, we
have an opening for a library page,”
added Kolaya.
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EEEEErratumrratumrratumrratumrratum
The profile published in the Au-

gust 5 edition about author Franco
Antonetti incorrectly stated that he
was from Westfield. This was an
error made on the part of the editor,
not writer Kerrianne Spellman
Cort. We regret the error.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — Former
Plainfield resident Ruth Grabner is
an artist who has a bit of an advan-
tage over her fellow artistic com-
rades. Grabner, who now resides in
Warren County, paints and sketches
along with the best of them, but she
is also a sought after silhouette cut-
ter.

Former president and current
member of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Art Association, Grabner
works in watercolor, pen and ink,
charcoals and pastels. However, it is
in silhouette cutting that she has
found her true calling.

The interesting medium uses black
and white silhouette paper and
Grabner is passionate about creat-
ing works of art that are becoming
increasingly popular. Her favorite

subjects are children
and animals and her

work has been fea-
tured in many ven-
ues in Union
County.

She holds a
bachelor’s degree
from the Pratt Insti-

tute and her master’s
degree was com-
pleted at Montclair
University. Art has
always been a part of
her life and for many
years, she taught art
classes at The
Morristown Beard
School.

Word of mouth
keeps commissioned
work coming in and
the artist is often fea-
tured at local galler-
ies, including Swains
Gallery in Plainfield
and The Art of Fram-
ing in Flemington.

On Sunday, Sep-
tember 19, Grabner will be cutting
silhouettes at The Artist Framer in
Cranford. The following Sunday, Sep-
tember 26, her work will be shown at
The Trailside Museum Harvest Fest in
Watchung.

Her advice for aspiring artists is
simple, yet specific. She told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that she feels
artists must always continue to look for
inspiration.
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was employed as Vintage Instrument
Manager for Mandolin Brothers, one
of the oldest, most highly regarded
vendors of fretted musical instruments.
He also managed a showroom in

Hoboken.
When asked about any

brushes with stardom,
Reynolds said, “To get the
chance to sit down in a set-
ting like this and have some-
one like George Benson sit
down and play in front of
me. Wow. He’s really the
greatest guy on Earth.”

“He came and gave im-
promptu lessons to people
and even signed pick guards,”
he added.

While he’s strummed his
share of guitars for about
four decades, would
Reynolds ever consider cre-
ating his own instrument?

“I’m going to be taking a
guitar building class in the
Philly area with luthier Dale
Unger so I can learn to be
more conversant in the whole
process of building a guitar,”
he said.

Golden Age Fretted In-
struments also repairs am-
plifiers and guitars and CDs
of guitar-related perfor-
mance, guitar cases, ampli-
fiers and other accessories
are sold. Reynolds will give
free verbal appraisals of in-
struments, however written
appraisals are available at
cost.

Over the past three
months, Reynolds has no-
ticed a lot of foot traffic

from customers who have discovered
old guitars and amplifiers in their
attics or basements.

“Sometimes, they can be quite valu-
able,” he said, adding that one cus-
tomer brought in his father’s guitar
which was valued at $4,000. Shortly
thereafter, the customer unearthed a
Fender amplifier valued at $1,200 and
another vintage amplifier, which are
now sold at Golden Age.

A Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce member, Reynolds said he has
been planning a series of guitar con-
certs and workshops featuring notable
recording artists.

For more information, please visit
Reynolds’ shop at 309 South Avenue,
West, call (908) 301-001, e-mail
info@GoldenAgeGuitars or visit
www.GoldenAgeGuitars.com.
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“Keep your eyes open,” she said.
“Take photos and sketch. And be
sure to travel, as art is ever-changing
and often different from place to
place.”

If you cannot
meet the artist
in person at her
upcoming two
shows, Grabner
can be reached by
calling (908) 689-
0325.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – When Westfield
resident and AT&T Engineer Karrie
Hanson was asked to make a presenta-
tion to advertising firm Young & Rubicam
(Y&R) in New York City for her
company’s CallVantage commercial cam-
paign, she made quite an impression.

As one of three engineers who devel-
oped the revolutionary telecommunica-
tions service, she told the advertising
executives about some real-life situations
in which CallVantage would simplify the
chaotic life of the average consumer.

With unlimited local and long dis-
tance, Hanson told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
the consumer with CallVantage would
have access to a specific website that
offers various ways to control means of
communication, such as “Voice Over
IP,” “Locate Me” and “Do Not Disturb.”

Y&R surmised that featuring in-
ventors like Hanson in the series of
commercials would be the most effec-
tive way of illustrating and explaining
the service because they were the most
enthusiastic about its potential.

Soon, cameras were positioned
throughout Westfield and over a pe-
riod of three to four days in July, the
Rialto Theatre on East Broad Street,
the Towne Barber Shoppe on Elm
Street, Trailside Nature & Science Cen-
ter in Mountainside and the corner of
East Broad and Elm Streets were ready
for their close-ups.

The first commercial entitled “An-
them,” premiered on August 13, the
first evening of the 2004 Summer Olym-
pics. Hanson and two other CallVantage
engineers Greg Bond and Gerald Karam
are shown with their families in a blurry,
fast-paced fashion while Hanson ex-
plains that the service aims to “give
people back time.” Karam chimes in
later, “I’m reinventing the telephone for
AT&T with their families.”

Toward the end of the 60-second
“Anthem” spot, shots of the inventors
and their smiling families are shown at
the East Broad and Elm intersection as
a nostalgic town clock features time
flying by.

In the 30-second commercial that
features Hanson and two of her chil-
dren, Britta and Sophie, CallVantage’s
conferencing feature is put into action.

When one of Hanson’s daughters
wants to arrange a last-minute street
hockey game, multiple friends must be
contacted. Instead of calling each one
separately to plan the game, she uses
the conferencing service, which allows
up to 10 people to be contacted at one
time. Soon, the girls are heading to Wil-
son Elementary School for their game.

Hanson stressed that with each com-
mercial, every story illustrated using
the CallVantage feature is true-to-life
and strives to show how this new form
of communication simplify normally
time-consuming tasks.

Though Hanson’s eldest daughter,
Erica, was in China during the filming

of the commercial, she was able to
accompany her mother to the trip to
New York City, during which Hanson
recorded the voice-over.

In Karam’s commercial, which was
filmed at the Rialto and the Towne
Barber Shoppe, CallVantage’s Locate
Me feature was spotlighted. Karam’s
mission is to find his babysitter after he
notices a film on the marquee he wants
to see with his wife. While his son is
getting a haircut at the barbershop,
Karam launches the Locate Me service.
Soon, all of his family’s cell phones ring
at once or in sequence. Before he knows
it, the babysitter says she is ready for
duty and Karam and his wife are later
seen enjoying a film at the theater.

“This was a true story,” Karam told
The Leader/Times. “Last fall, on a Sat-
urday afternoon, we were using the
feature as a trial and turned it on. We
wanted to go to a movie that night but

we needed to get in touch with the
babysitter. Soon, our cells were going
off and we were able to see the movie.
I was completely surprised by my own
invention!”

In Bond’s 30-second spot, the “Do
Not Disturb” feature is highlighted.
His mother-in-law is shown calling at

6:30 a.m. from Ireland and instead of
having to answer the phone at such an
early hour, the Bonds use the CallVantage
service, which offers the caller the op-
tion of leaving a message or having their
call put through in case of emergency.

For countless years, Westfield has
chosen as the backdrop of several
commercials, television pilots and
movies. Merchants such as Towne
Barber Shoppe Owners Jiacomo and
Christine Fiorenza, are proud to have
their establishments spotlighted.

For example, two of Jiacomo’s best
haircutters, Dominick and Silvio, had
cameos in commercial that featured
Karam and his son.

“It was an honor for us to have the
commercial shot here,” he said. “In
fact, this was the second commercial
featured here. The first was with Fruit
by the Foot.”
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