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WWWWWAAAAATTTTTCHUNG CHUNG CHUNG CHUNG CHUNG – Tickets are cur-
rently available for the third annual
“Splendor in the Glass” Wine Tasting
Social on Saturday, October 16, from 7
to 10 p.m. at the Watchung Firemen’s
Exempt Hall on Mountain Boulevard.

Proceeds from this charitable event will
benefit the Optimist Club of Watchung,
the Friends of the Watchung Library and
the Watchung Arts Center (WAC).

Last fall’s fundraiser was sold out,
according to Doug Walker of the
Watchung Optimist Club.

“We’re eagerly planning an event that
will exceed the success of last year’s
social,” he said. “We’ll be offering an
interesting selection of fine wines, deli-
cious food, and a silent auction.”

Throughout the evening, a variety of
wines will be poured, and complemented
by delicious hors d’oeuvres and desserts
prepared by Watchung caterer Linda
McWilliams. During the silent auction,
the evening’s guests will have the oppor-
tunity to bid on an array of interesting
items from area merchants.

“We certainly hope the community
will turn out to support three of

Watchung’s most active civic groups,”
added Shelia
Duyckinck,
Event Com-
mittee mem-
ber and WAC
Executive Di-
rector.

She added,
“The rich set-
ting of the
Firemen’s Ex-
empt Hall – quintessentially Watchung
with its warm wood paneling and wood-
burning fireplace – coupled with deli-
cious food and wine, and wonderful
auction treasures — offers a terrific
evening for a modest ticket cost.”

Tickets are $50 per person and must
be purchased in advance. Space is lim-
ited. Please make checks payable to the
Watchung Arts Center and mail to
Splendor in the Glass Wine Tasting, c/
o Watchung Arts Center, 18 Stirling
Road, Watchung, 07069.

For information about the event, tick-
ets and sponsorship, please call (908)
753-0190.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 1/2 POPCORNS

When was the last time you flew
into L.A., commandeered a poor un-
suspecting cabdriver, and then set
out to make five contract killings
before dawn? Odds are, like most of
us you’re leading a simple life of
quiet desperation. So it’s probably
been quite a while. Which might
explain the strange vicarious appeal
offered by director Michael Mann’s
Collateral.

A nonstop but overlong conveyor
belt of angry film violence as only we
of the late 20th and early 21st centu-
ries might understand it, the curious
blend of glib humor and coldly ni-
hilistic ponderings stars Tom Cruise
as the hit man’s hit man. Shades,
albeit dim, of Henry Fonda’s cursed
outlaw in Once Upon a Time in the
West (1969), this is Cruise’s turn to
be bad. Actually, he’s probably a so-
ciopath. Or at least that’s the way
Jamie Foxx’s Max sees it after their
lives become inextricably inter-
twined. Of all the cabs in all the
towns in the world, Vincent has to
get into his.

Things start off with a thud when
extermination victim number one,
who had the bad sense to stand by
the window whilst being killed,
comes crashing down on the roof of
Max’s ride. Putting two and two to-
gether, he surmises his well-dressed
fare’s profession. And he’d like to
have no part of it. But while life may
indeed be all about choices, as the
preamble to the tale philosophically
muses when Max flirts with a pretty
prosecuting attorney (Jada Pinkett
Smith) in a hurry to get downtown,
it now appears that all bets are off.

Max offers Vincent the red and
yellow Crown Victoria. But the
triggerman will have none of it. The
cabbie will take him on his rounds
and like it. With that, thanks to a
good performance by Cruise, we be-
gin to wonder what makes this tor-
pedo tick. It’s a good part of what
makes this movie work. For besides
the relentless action scenes, replete
with car chases and chaotic shootouts
in discotheques, the speculation en-
gendered is one of the few entertain-
ment factors Collateral has to offer.

In any event, that seems to be the
killer’s wish…to have a little com-
pany while he does his dirty work.
Of course it’s a story ploy. Without
Max along for the kill, there is no
Boswell to Vincent’s Johnson, if you
will. And in its manipulative way,
good or bad, it humanizes the hired
gun, and perhaps makes a little bit of
a monkey out of us in the process. I
mean, haven’t we had just about
enough of seeing the good side of
murderers?

It apparently sells. Oddly enough,
so does the other side of the coin.
Make a documentary about “The
Bad Habits of President Lincoln” or
“The Moody Side of Einstein” and
we’re talking prime time stuff.

Call this irrepressible attraction
the Bonnie and Clyde syndrome. It’s
the great dumbing down, the folk-
loric democratic equalizer taken too
far. Add to that a bizarrely rethought,
contemporary mutation of the Robin
Hood tale. That’s Collateral.

Desolate as Bonnie and Clyde were
in real life, in glossy celluloid Beatty
and Dunaway stylishly rob from the
rich. Even though they’re not redis-
tributing their wealth among the

Dust Bowl-poor, they’re still seen as
paladins fighting the Great Depres-
sion.

Vincent updates the fantasy
avenger. Only this time, in his little
way, the hit man strikes a blow at the
mass hypocrisy that permeates and
therefore alienates society. And be-
cause he is powerful in the way that
fearless lunatics are, he can change
the rules whenever he wishes, wield-
ing his in-your-face philosophy in
the same menacing way that he bran-
dishes his gun.

He is the ultimate playground
bully. Playing off Max, a typical,
striving, middleclass chauffeur with
dreams of one day owning his own
limousine company, Vincent justi-
fies his lifestyle while tauntingly
pooh-poohing his host’s. He is the
doer; Max is the dreamer. When Max
protests, Vincent takes him to task,
contending that he cares no more
about these few anonymous victims
than he does about the daily geno-
cide perpetrated around the world.

In a small way, Collateral is like
Petrified Forest (1936) on wheels.
Just as the folks in that desert bar and
grill were Duke’s breathless observ-
ers, Max is Vincent’s captive audi-
ence. But that’s where all compari-
sons end. Bogart’s Duke Mantee,
“the world famous killer” as Charley
Grapewin’s Grandpa calls him, is a
hopeless romantic beneath his hard
veneer. But Vincent, all ice and steel,
could have no place in any literary
metaphors. He may as well have
stepped out of a nightmare and onto
the screen. He is the consummate
villain.

Funny though, in Vincent’s dis-
torted view, Max is probably the
closest he ever comes to having a
friend. But the sick joke is that for
fleeting moments, the exhilaration
puts the taxi driver in empowerment
camp. And doubtless Max’s adrenalin
level is raised to the max. Which
might explain one particularly hu-
morous scene when, forced to pose
as the assassin, he faces down an
underworld kingpin.

There are many other whimsical
scenes. And it’s a bit discomfiting if
you think about it. This isn’t the
usual comedy relief, but rather an
integral part of the screenplay. Scenes
of extreme danger regularly alter-
nate with spates of levity, almost
right up until  the traditional
cliffhanger.

It was done much better in Mid-
night Run (1988), wherein De Niro’s
bounty hunter and Charles Grodin’s
embezzler ostensibly form a relation-
ship. But if that happened in Collat-
eral it would be weird. And who
would go to see it?

So, we have the resulting cinematic
dysfunction. Sort of like being on a
runaway roller coaster that intermit-
tently scoots through the funhouse,
it’s quite a ride. But, you’re not ex-
actly sure where you’ve been.

* * * * * * *
CollateralCollateralCollateralCollateralCollateral, rated R, is a Paramount

Pictures release directed by Michael
Mann and stars Tom Cruise, Jamie
Foxx and Jada Pinkett Smith. Run-
ning time: 120 minutes.
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AREA AREA AREA AREA AREA – Dancers from the Cindy
Smith Dance Studios, who hail from
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Mountainside, participated in several
dance competitions this season and
captured awards.

Competitions included the National
Dance Showcase Competition in Mays
Landing on March 13, the American
Dance Awards in Rockaway on April
24 and 25, and the Ticket to Broadway
Talent Competition on May 16.

At the most recent competition, Cara
Paulan of Westfield received Platinum,
First Place and Highest Overall Score
awards for her performance of
“Doreen.” Cara also earned an award
for her participation in “You Can’t
Stop the Beat.” Both performances in-
cluded other area residents, who were
also awarded.

These two performances qualified
Cara and her teammates for Ticket to
Broadway’s National Dance Competi-

tion in Wildwood this August.
Amber Chabus of Scotch Plains

joined other local dancers in receiving
a High Gold Award and First Place for
their tap dance performance to “Don’t
Worry Be Happy.” The girls also earned
a High Gold Award and First Place
Award for their jazz performance to
“Can’t Hurry Love.”

Another High Gold Award and Sec-
ond Place Award was presented to a
group of young ladies, including Alina
Chabus of Scotch Plains and Shan-
non Compton of Mountainside, per-
forming a tap routine to “Mr. Bass
Man.”

These dancers also received a High
Gold Award and First Place Award for
their jazz routine to “Party Time.”

FFFFFANWANWANWANWANWOOD OOD OOD OOD OOD – Fanwood residents
Stephanie Simons Neal and David Neal
will have key roles in The Laramie
Project at Circle Players, the commu-
nity theater of Piscataway, on Friday,
September 10.

Stephanie will serve as the
production’s stage manager, while
David will portray nine key characters.

David told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that his large slate of characters in-
cludes Rulon Stacey, the Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) of the Poudre Val-
ley Hospital, who announced the
progress and the death of Matthew
Shepard. He will also play the chief
investigator in the case, as well as Fa-

ther Roger Schmit, the outspoken
Catholic priest who helped pull the
Wyoming community together and
hold a vigil for Shepard.

David will also portray Greg Pierotti,
a member of the Tectonic Theater Project,
which visited Laramie to research a play
the group is writing about how the
Shepard assault changed the town.

 Other performances will be held on
Fridays, September 17 and October 1,
as well as Saturdays, September 11, 18
and October 2 at 8 p.m. Sunday mati-
nees will be offered on September 12
and 19 at 3 p.m.

For ticket prices, reservations and
directions, please call (732) 968-
7555.

Do you have an A&EDo you have an A&EDo you have an A&EDo you have an A&EDo you have an A&E
story idea? E-mail us at:story idea? E-mail us at:story idea? E-mail us at:story idea? E-mail us at:story idea? E-mail us at:
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – The Wood-
land Quartet of the Scotchwood
Chamber Players will present a con-
cert on Tuesday, August 24, at 7:30
p.m. at the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary.

For over 30 years, each August, the
ensemble has performed a free con-
cert at the library.

A selection by Mozart is included
in every concert. This year, other
selections will include works by David
Stone and Joaquin Turina, as well as
a medley from Rogers and
Hammerstein and the Jules Massenet
Mediation performed by violinist
Debra Biderman.

First violinist Biderman was for-
merly a violinist in the Metropoli-
tan Opera Orchestra. She is cur-
rently a violinist with the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra and a
private instructor of violin and
viola.

Cellist Linda Fink is also a private
teacher and freelance performer

throughout the tri-state area. She is
a member of the Orchestra of St.
Peter by the Sea, the Plainfield Sym-
phony and the Central Jersey Sym-
phony.

Violist Robert Paoli is an English
teacher at the Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison, Director of the Sum-
mit Strings, President of the Plainfield
Music Club and a prolific composer
and arranger.

Violinist and Fanwood resident
Lubove Schnable is Director of the
Woodland Quartet and the Blue
Hills Junior Chamber Orchestra.
She performs with the Central Jer-
sey Symphony, the Boonton Ba-
roque Orchestra and the High-
land Park Recorder Society.

The concert will be held in the
library’s Community Room. The li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, one block from Park Avenue
in the center of the township.

For more information or direc-
tions, please call (908) 322-5007.

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The New Jersey Concert Op-
era will perform Gilbert and
Sullivan’s classic romp, PPPPPiratesiratesiratesiratesirates
of Pof Pof Pof Pof Penzanceenzanceenzanceenzanceenzance in Westfield at the
United Methodist Church on
Friday, August 20, at 8 p.m. and
in Plainfield at the Crescent Av-
enue Presbyterian Church on
Sunday, August 22, at 3 p.m. The
opera is in concert format, and
tickets are $20 at the door. Call
(908) 822-2515 or visit
www.njconcertopera.com for
more information.

* * * * * * *
If you missed the FFFFFriends ofriends ofriends ofriends ofriends of

the Cthe Cthe Cthe Cthe Cranforranforranforranforranford Librard Librard Librard Librard Library Uy Uy Uy Uy Usedsedsedsedsed
Book SBook SBook SBook SBook Salealealealeale today, August 19,
you’ll have another opportunity
to find great reading at real bar-
gains on Thursday, August 26,
from 10:15 a.m. to 1 p.m. It will
be held in the library basement
and most items will cost between
25 cents to $1 for hardcover and
paperback books. You can’t beat
those prices.

* * * * * * *
The 2003 Spanish film EEEEEl Bolal Bolal Bolal Bolal Bola

will be shown tonight, August
19, at 7 p.m. at the Berkeley
Heights Public Library, 290
Plainfield Avenue. The movie
explores the relationships be-
tween young boys and their fami-
lies. Admission is free. Call (908)
464-9333.

* * * * * * *
Ki s s  MKis s  MKis s  MKis s  MKis s  Me  Katee  Ka tee  Ka tee  Ka tee  Ka te is at the

Roosevelt Park Amphitheater, off
Route 1 South in Edison, through
Saturday, August 21. Perfor-
mances are at 8:30 p.m., Mon-
days through Saturdays. The Cole
Porter musical is based on
Shakespeare’s The The The The The TTTTTaming of theaming of theaming of theaming of theaming of the
SSSSShrhrhrhrhreeeeewwwww. Admission is $5, and tick-
ets are sold night of. Refresh-
ments are available. Bring a blan-
ket or a chair. Call (732) 548-
2884.

Before they head back to school,
take the kids for a treat at the Forum
Theatre. The The The The The WWWWWizarizarizarizarizard of Od of Od of Od of Od of Ozzzzz is there
through Saturday, August 28, and
tickets are $12.50. The theater is lo-
cated at 314 Main Street in Metuchen.
Call (732) 548-0582 for information
and reservations or visit http://
www.forumtheatrecompany.com/.

Van Dellen Scholarship
Granted to Don Williams

Don Williams

WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-
dent Don Williams has been selected
as the recipient of the 2004
Van Dellen Memorial
Scholarship, an award pre-
sented by The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield.

The scholarship pro-
vides Don with $3,000
each year over the next
four years to be used for
college expenses.

A 2004 graduate of
Westfield High School
(WHS), Don will be at-
tending Davidson College this fall.

During his years at Westfield High
School, Don was recognized as WHS
Student of the Month in his freshman
and junior years. He was a member of
the National Honor Society and received
a Letter of Commendation for his
achievement on the PSAT/NMSQT test.

During his senior year, Don was
Managing Graphics Editor and Writer
for the high school’s weekly newspa-
per, Hi’s Eye. He is currently a paid
intern at The Westfield Leader, where
he does reporting, writing and editing
of articles.

Don is a trained classical and jazz
musician, and has received numerous
regional and state honors for his per-

formances on the upright string bass.
During his high school years, Don

was also an active mem-
ber of the youth fellow-
ship program at The Pres-
byterian Church in
Westfield. He served as an
advisor to the middle
school fellowship and at-
tended several summer
mission trips.

Florence Horn Van
Dellen, a longtime com-
munity resident and a
former English teacher in

the Westfield school system, estab-
lished the Van Dellen Memorial Schol-
arship.

Mrs. Van Dellen, who died in May
of 2002, bequeathed a portion of her
estate to the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield to establish a scholarship
fund for the benefit of Westfield resi-
dents who need and are deserving of
financial aid for college.

Alison Golinski Participates
In Garlic Mustard Research

VITAL RESEARCH…For the second summer, Scotch Plains resident and Rider
University junior Alison Golinski, left, worked with Assistant Professor of
Biology Dr. Laura Hyatt on a special project focusing on garlic mustard.

SCOTCH PLAINS — This sum-
mer, Alison Golinski of Scotch Plains,
a junior marine science major at Rider
University in Lawrenceville, exam-
ined how environmental factors af-
fect the population growth rates of
the invasive Alliari petiolata, com-
monly known as the garlic mustard.

This is the second summer that she
has worked on this project.

A graduate of the Union County
Magnet High School, she is the daugh-

ter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Golinski.
Alison is working with Rider

University’s Assistant Professor of
Biology Dr. Laura Hyatt. Students
are working with Dr. Hyatt to deter-
mine how environmental factors im-
pact the process of biological inva-
sions.

They will eventually apply their
findings to develop methods to limit
the spread of invasive plants through-
out New Jersey.
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD – Before starting

its 86th season, the Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC) has enlisted the
help of Bud Abbott and Lou
Costello to raise funds for the club
and the Cranford First Aid Squad
on Friday and Saturday, September
10 and 11.

The Abbott and Costello Radio Show
is a staged variety show featuring the
classic comedy routines of Abbott and
Costello, as well as guest appearances
by famous stars of the day including
Rudy Vallee, Judy Canova and Ella
Fitzgerald.

The program hopes to raise enough
funds to cover the cost of the CDC’s
new handicapped-accessible bathroom,
as well as donating a portion of the
proceeds to the Cranford First Aid
Squad.

“We wanted to do something that
gave back to the community, not just
ourselves,” said Dave O’Neill, the
show’s producer and CDC board mem-
ber.

“Doing a show on 9/11, we felt that
donating to the Cranford First Aid
Squad felt right. They are all volun-
teers, and do fine work,” he added.

The show is based on the classic
radio show that ran on NBC and ABC
radio from 1940 until the duo
transitioned to television in the 1950s.
The plot has Abbott and Costello on a
quest to find their missing radio scripts.

Along the way, they run into Vallee,
Canova (Holli Van) and Fitzgerald
(Tracey Haskell). Keeping things calm
in the studio are announcer Ken Niles
(Jason Victor) and house singer Connie
Haynes (Jenn Sammartino).

The show features classic hit songs
and favorite Abbott and Costello bits
like “Susquahanna Hat Company,”

“Niagara Falls” and “Who’s on First.”
Russ Crespolini, who plays Costello,

is directing the show off of his script.
“Writer is a strong word for me,”

Crespolini said. “Dave likes to call me
the ‘compiler’, compiling and trim-
ming all of this source material into
what I think is the best of the best. It is
going to be a dynamite show.”

The CDC is the longest continu-
ously producing community theater in
the state of New Jersey.

For more information, please visit
www.cdctheatre.org. To purchase $20 tick-
ets for the show, please call (908) 276-
7611 or e-mail tickets@cdctheatre.org.

Michael DiLeo of Westfield
Graduates Pingry School
WESTFIELD – Michael DiLeo of

Westfield has graduated from The
Pingry School in Martinsville.

Michael entered Pingry in seventh
grade, after graduating from Oak Knoll
School of the
Holy Child in
Summit.

While at-
tending Pingry,
he was a three-
sport varsity
player, playing
on the Varsity
Soccer, Basket-
ball and Track
& Field teams.

As a high school student at Pingry,
Michael excelled in Track and Field,
winning third place in Discus and
fourth place in shot put. He helped his
team place second overall in the Paro-
chial “B” Division at the New Jersey
S.I.A.A. Track & Field State Champi-
onships, which were held at the Notre
Dame School in Lawrenceville.

Michael’s achievements also quali-
fied him to participate in the New
Jersey State Track and Field Meet of
Champions.

While attending Pingry, Michael was
active in community service. He was a
peer minister at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield, where
he earned the rank of Eagle Scout.

His Eagle Scout project coin-
cided with the area of his future
premedical interests. He estab-
lished an extensive entertainment
library of videotapes at Trinitas
Hospital in Elizabeth for young
children who are patients in the
pediatric ward.

Michael will enter the premedical
program at Miami University in Ox-
ford, Ohio this fall.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

AT&T
Jiacomo added that pharmaceutical

firm Merck & Company, Inc., which
recently filmed at Mindowaskin Park
and in Parking Lot No. 1 in Westfield,
had contacted him because they were
interested in using the barbershop for
another commercial.

Westfield is chosen, Hanson believes,
for many reasons. However, “The
downtown is not only pretty and acces-
sible, it is also a functioning downtown
that people really use” and that is part
of its charm.

Michael DiLeo


