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Cory Mermer for The Times
REAL ACTION…Performers provide a realistic treat to the audience at the
“Kid’s Kingdom” festival Sunday at the Watchung Reservation during a medi-
eval tournament show. The fair was sponsored by Union County.CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Mayor Marks Leads S. Plains

Delegation to Italian Sister City

Non-Profit Organizations in Westfield,
SP and FW Reveal Annual Finances

By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Times

The following non-profit organi-
zations in Westfield, Scotch Plains
and Fanwood listed contributions and
expenses for the 2003-2004 year.

The Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent
Association (FMBA) #30 of Westfield
received $69,623 from direct contri-
butions and other support, and they
spent $77,826 on programs, manage-
ment and fundraising.

Police Benevolent Association #90
Westfield took in a total of $67,309
from direct public contributions after
$13,594 was deducted by other sup-
port sources. Their expenses, which
covered program and management
expenses and fundraising, totaled
$77,239.

The United Way of Westfield raised
$789,123 from $772,498 in direct
public contributions and $16,625 in
other support. They spent $712,435
on programs and $122,349 on man-
agement for a total of $834,784 in
expenses.

The Westfield Foundation received
$934,186 from direct public contri-
butions and other support sources,
and they spent $346,885 on program
and management expenses and
fundraising.

The Westfield Neighborhood Coun-
cil collected $118,477 in direct and
indirect public contributions, and they
spent $133,707 on program and man-
agement expenses and on fundraising.

The Fanwood Community Foun-
dation received $3,104 from direct
public contributions and spent $800
on program expenses.

The Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad received $251,317 from direct
public contributions after distribut-
ing $69,114 of their total contribu-

tion revenue to other sources of sup-
port. Their expenses totaled $269,361
– $189,914 went towards program
expenses, $71,815 went towards man-
agement expenses and $7,632 went
towards fundraising efforts.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
received $178,111 from direct and
indirect public contributions and from
other support, including $29,000 in
government grants. They spent
$155,270 on programs, management
and fundraising.

The Visiting Health Services of
Union County took in $1,835,024 –
$1,436,193 from program service rev-
enue, $26,770 from direct and indi-
rect public contributions, $313,928
from government grants and $58,133
from other support sources. They
spent $1,821,169 on $1,635,371

worth of program expenses and
$185,798 worth of management ex-
penses.

The New Jersey Hospice Organi-
zation raised a total of $201,311 from
direct contributions, program service
revenue and other sources. Expenses
totaled $209,964, including $173,972
in program expenses.

The Hepatitis C Association raised
$49,983 from direct public contribu-
tions and $298 from other support for
total revenue of $50,281. They spent
$32,575 on program and manage-
ment expenses.

The YMCA of Westfield raised
$6,556,215 – $320,133 from direct
and indirect public contributions,
$3,836,389 from program service

SP Planning Bd. Backs
Conservation Proposal

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
backed the Township Council’s pro-
posal to re-zone a two-acre piece of
township-owned property to prevent
any future development. At its Mon-
day night meeting, the board voted
to recommend to the council that the
property at 935 Crestwood Road,
just south of Morse Avenue, be re-
zoned from a ‘P-Public’ zone to a
‘C-Conservation’ zone. The C- zone
designates certain township-owned
tracts of land as being off-limits to
development of any kind, be it resi-
dential or commercial, or the devel-
opment of a new park. The property,
which snakes its way behind homes
on Seneca and Hill Roads, is pres-
ently known informally as the
Crestwood Wildlife Sanctuary even

though there is no ordinance desig-
nating it as such.

“As land has become more scarce,
we’ve been looking for land to be
conserved where possible,” said
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
on Monday. “We need to conserve
open space. We need to conserve
green areas.”

The board expects the council to
consider a zoning ordinance to make
the change sometime this fall.

In other business, board member
Robert LaCosta voted to memorial-
ize four resolutions that were ap-
proved at its June 14 meeting. Mr.
LaCosta was the only member
present on Monday night who had
attended the board’s June 14 meet-
ing. Planning Board rules state that
only members who were present at

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

It was arrivederci to America and
buon giorno Italia this week as a
group of Scotch Plains residents
headed across the Atlantic to visit the
small village that provided many of

the long-time roots that make up
present-day Scotch Plains.

A century ago, an influx of immi-
grants from Montazzoli, Italy arrived
in Scotch Plains with surnames in-
cluding Appezzato, Checchio,
DiNizo, DelNegro, DiFrancesco,

Donatelli, Perrucci, Sorge and
Sangiuliano, that are still known in
the community today. Mayor Martin
Marks led a 21-member group that
left for Italy on Monday night and
will spend three days in Montazzoli,
a small village of about 1,200 resi-
dents that is situated in a mountain-
ous region of Chieti province, about
20 miles from the Adriatic Sea.

The trip comes 15 months after a
30-member delegation of
Montazzolesis visited Scotch Plains
to mark the 10-year anniversary of
the establishment of a sister city rela-
tionship between the two towns. The
group, which includes Mayor Marks,
Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge and
former Mayor Mauro Checchio, will

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Republican National Convention
Delegates Value Party Principles

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Times

Following Boston’s Democratic
Party festivities, New York City an-
ticipates hosting this year’s Republi-
can National Convention later this
month. Amid heightened security and
the backdrop of the 9/11 terror at-
tacks, the GOP will call New York
home to its convention for the first
time in history. According to
2004nycgop.org, 2509 delegates and
2344 alternate delegates will attend
the convention.

State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
21), an alternate delegate, explained
that alternate delegates “have similar
responsibilities to the regular del-

egates. We attend many of the same
meetings, and if a delegate isn’t
present, we take their place.” The
delegates are broken up by congres-
sional district. The 7th congressional
district consists of three delegates
and three alternates. Senator Kean,
Jr. said there are many different cir-
cumstances as to why a person is
selected to be a delegate. “The ties
that bind are working hard and ad-
vancing the Republican Party mes-
sage.”

Local politicians and influential
GOP members, including Senator
Kean, Jr., former Westfield Mayor
and State Senator Richard Bagger
(R-21), Congressman Mike Ferguson

(R-7) and Janet Frigerio, will attend
this year’s convention. While their
experiences are varied, all of the del-
egates said that the energy exuded by
a convention is awesome.

“It’s an enormous celebration of
democracy,” Senator Bagger said,
commenting on his second conven-
tion as a delegate. “There’s nothing
quite like it. It’s full of energy and
enthusiasm, as was evident in Boston
for the DNC. It will be no different in
New York than was seen in Philadel-
phia [in 2000]. There is so much
energy and electricity in these events.
It’s not a lot of votes or policy, but it’s
the kickoff to the general election I

Sewerage Costs Scheduled to Increase
Over 100 Percent in Local Towns

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Over the next four years, munici-
pal property taxes will go up nearly
$200 per household in Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Mountainside due
to increasing costs from the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA).

In 2001, the RVSA settled litiga-
tion requiring them to implement an
improvement plan to terminate ille-
gal discharge into the Rahway River.

The total project will cost $174
million and includes tripling the
amount of water the facility can pro-
cess.

Currently, the RVSA charges mem-
ber towns a total of $913 per million
gallons, making it one of the least
expensive authorities in the state. The
new costs will put the authority at
$2,050 per million gallons, an aver-
age for the state, according to data
provided by the Atlantic County Utili-
ties Authority. The data showed one
of the most expensive authorities in
the state to be North Hudson, at $5,020
per million gallons.

Westfield currently pays
$1,399,500, a price that will go up
141.4 percent to $3,379,000.
Mountainside currently pays
$388,125 and will experience a price
increase of 134.2 percent, up to
$909,000. Scotch Plains currently
pays $685,125, which will go up 131.9
percent to $1,589,000.

Debt service will ramp up from
now to 2008 and will then level off
during the years 2009 to 2023, ending
in 2024.

According to Westfield Town Ad-
ministrator James Gildea, Scotch
Plains Township Manager Tom Atkins
and Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks, the current cost projections
are significantly higher than those the
towns received in 2001. Mr. Atkins
requested that the RVSA detail the
specifics of the cost increases.

The RVSA is governed by a Board
of Commissioners that includes rep-
resentatives from Clark, Cranford,
Garwood, Kenilworth, Mountainside,
Rahway, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Westfield and
Woodbridge. While other communi-
ties, including Fanwood, are also con-
nected to the RVSA, they do not have
members on the board.

Additionally, Chairman Frank
Mazzarella from Clark sent a letter to
the member towns asking them to
consider billing individual
homeowners for the sewerage costs,
rather than including it in the tax bill.
Residents are currently billed by the

assessment of their homes. In order to
change the way residents are billed, it
would take a unanimous vote by the
commissioners. Because the sewer-
age cost is included in the tax bill, it
is tax-deductible for residents.

Scotch Plains representative Joan
Papen, who said she was against the
idea, said that “it did come up, but the
large percentage of commissioners
were against it.” She did not know of
the chairman’s letter.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
said that although the council has
touched on the topic, he felt it was

premature to make any decisions
about it.

He did say that allowing the RVSA
to do its own billing would “create
another layer of bureaucracy.”

He added that non-profits would be
billed for sewerage. Tthey are not
billed now because they don’t pay
property tax.

However, the township is “going to
be realizing some incredibly high in-
creases” from RVSA, which in part
are because of the improvement
project. He said that the township
previously received projections on

their share of the RVSA and the ac-
tual numbers “greatly exceeds pro-
jections.” He said that the increases
need to be investigated.

Scotch Plains’ northern end is part
of the RVSA, while most of the south-
ern side is connected to the Plainfield
Area Regional Sewerage Authority
(PARSA).

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Tom Atkins said that if the RVSA
switches to individual billing and
PARSA does not, RVSA members
will not only be paying their RVSA
bills, but also a portion of PARSA
through their taxes, even though they

Television Stations Cooperate
On Political Talk Show Pilot

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Times

Local television stations TV 34 of
Scotch Plains and TV 36 of Westfield
will cooperate on a political talk show
pilot that will air jointly on both net-
works.

Scotch Plains’ TV’s William
McMeekan Jr. and Westfield’s Doug
Black will work together in the first
major joint venture between the neigh-
boring towns’ television networks.

Last Friday, both crews taped the
first two episodes of “UC CHAT with
Steve Krakauer,” a political talk show
focusing on Union County issues, as
well as statewide and national topics.

The first show featured Assembly-

man Jon Bramnick (R-21) and Horace
Corbin, publisher of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. The second show
included State Senator Tom Kean Jr.
(R-21) and Greg Marx, Editor of The
Cranford Chronicle and Record Press.

Guests discussed issues ranging from
the Westfield parking deck to Governor
James McGreevey and the controver-
sies surrounding his top fundraisers.
Other lighter segments focused on play-
ful “bets” on future events.

The shows will air in September
and October on TV-36 in Westfield,
TV-34 in Scotch Plains  and may be
shown on TV-35 in Fanwood and TV-
36 in New Providence as well.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
AT THE CONTROLS...William McMeekan Jr. of Scotch Plains TV-34 manned
the control booth at the television studio in Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
during Friday’s taping of “UC CHAT with Steve Krakauer.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
TALKING POLITICS...Steve Krakauer, center, hosted the pilot episode of “UC
CHAT with Steve Krakauer” with guests State Senator Tom Kean, Jr., left, and
Cranford Cronicle Editor Greg Marx.
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Writers

Wanted
The Westfield Leader and The

Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood newspapers are seek-
ing freelance writers. In addi-
tion to general assignments,
specific openings exist starting
in August to cover the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation and courts.

Board of Education meetings
are typically held every other
Thursday night and court is held
both during the day and evening.

Please e-mail Lauren Pass at
lpass@goleader.com of your
interest and background.

Non-Profit Organizations
Reveal Annual Finances

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

revenue and $2,399,693 from other
sources. Their expenses totaled
$6,462,145 – $5,664,874 devoted to
program expenses, $699,471 to man-
agement, $13,000 to fundraising and
$84,800 to payments to affiliates.

The YMCA of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains amassed a total of $4,659,104
from $121,753 in direct public con-
tributions, $18,206 in indirect con-
tributions, $2,837,682 in program
service revenue and $1,681,463 in
other support. Expenses totaled
$4,151,746, including $3,241,015 in
program expenses, $752,447 in man-
agement expenses, $84,840 in
fundraising expenses and $73,444
in payments to affiliates.

The American Legion Martin
Wallberg Post #3 of Westfield re-
ceived $50,285 in direct public con-
tributions and from other sources of
support. Their expenses, divided be-
tween programs and management,
totaled $44,286.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars
#11467 of Westfield collected $4,357
from direct public contributions and
other support, and they spent a total
of $2,651 on program and manage-
ment expenses, fundraising and pay-
ments to affiliates.

The New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts, based in Westfield, raised
$1,022,882 in total, $993,829 from
program service revenue and the
rest from public contributions and
other support. They spent a total of
$1,085,346 – $968,769 on program
expenses, $113,271 on manage-
ment expenses and $3,306 on
fundraising.

The Westfield Symphony received
a total of $388,780 from direct pub-
lic contributions, government grants,
program service revenue and other
support sources. Their expenses, in-
cluding $360,806 for programming,
$86,899 for management and
$80,232 for fundraising, totaled
$527,937.

Westfield Young Artists Coopera-
tive Theatre (WYACT) took in a to-
tal of $233,488 from direct public
contributions, government grants,
program service revenue and other
support sources. Their expenses,
which included program and man-
agement expenses and fundraising,
totaled $246,015.

The Little Opera Company of New
Jersey, based in Scotch Plains, raised
$15,900 from direct public contri-
butions, government grants and other
support, spending $15,000 on pro-
grams.

Friends of Mindowaskin Park re-
ceived a total of $23,107, the net
profit from direct public contribu-
tions after $5,463 was taken out by
other supporters. They spent $7,826
on programs and management.

The Education Fund of Westfield
raised $85,469 from direct public
contributions and other sources of
support, spending $76,643 on pro-
grams and $2,607 on management
for a total of $79,250 in expenses.

The Union County Educational
Services Foundation, based in
Westfield, received $81,750 from
$79,615 in direct public contribu-
tions and $2,135 in other support.
Their total expenses of $73,353 in-
cluded $23,613 in program expenses,
$4,170 in management expenses and
$45,570 in fundraising expenses.

The College Club of Fanwood –
Scotch Plains raised $37,778, mainly
from direct public contributions. Be-
tween program expenses, manage-
ment expenses and fundraising, they
spent a total of $26,164.

The Westfield High School (WHS)
Ice Hockey Association raised
$84,224 from direct public contri-
butions, program service revenue and
other support, and they spent $74,645
that was mainly used for program
expenses and fundraising.

The WHS Marching Band Parents
Association received $85,878 from
direct public contributions after giv-
ing $1,003 to other sources of sup-
port. Expenses totaling $103,821
went toward programs, management
and fundraising efforts, totaled.

The Westfield School Boosters
Association received a net of $80,853
after giving $5,952 to other sources
of support. They spent a total of
$79,536 on programs, management

and fundraising efforts.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Mu-

sic Boosters Association received
$195,907, all from direct public con-
tributions. They spent $193,410, de-
voting $120,986 to programs.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Blue Raider Athletic Booster
Club raised $41,007 from contribu-
tions, programs and other support.
They spent $56,418, $47,965 of
which went toward program ex-
penses.

Friends of Cranford High School
Ice Hockey received $30,195 in di-
rect public contributions. They spent
$29,975 in total, all but $2,000 of
which went towards program ex-
penses.

The Parent School Association of
Union County Magnet High School
received $12,689 and spent $11,467
on programs and management and
in payments to affiliates.

The Parent Teacher Organization
(PTO) at the Benjamin School in
Westfield collected $94,163 from di-
rect contributions and $4,018 from
other support sources, totaling
$98,181. Their expenses totaled
$87,381 – $76,073 for programs,
$1,943 for management and $9,365
for fundraising.

The PTO at Jefferson School in
Westfield amassed $98,833, $97,322
of which came from direct public
contributions, and they spent
$96,685, $60,165 of which went to-
wards fundraising.

The PTO at McKinley School in
Westfield collected $25,001 from di-
rect contributions. $11,557 was
spent: $10,295 for fundraising,
$1,050 for program expenses and
$212 for management expenses.

The PTO at Tamaques School re-
ceived $96,188 from $88,624 in di-
rect public contributions, $4,488 in
program service revenue and $3,076
in other support. They spent a total
of $87,259 – $29,929 on program
expenses, $4,794 on management
expenses and $52,536 on
fundraising.

The Parent Teacher Association
(PTA) of J. Ackerman Coles School
in Scotch Plains amassed $34,409,
mainly from direct contributions. The
majority of the $62,349 spent went
towards program expenses.

The PTA of Scotch Plains School
One received $26,453, mainly from
direct contributions, and they spent
$23,644, $16,834 of which went to-
wards fundraising.

The PTA of the William J. McGinn
Elementary School in Scotch Plains
received $66,417 from direct contri-
butions and $2,094 from other
sources, giving them total revenue
of $68,511. They spent $116,324 –
$84,874 was used towards manage-
ment expenses and the remaining
$31,450 was used for fundraising
purposes.

More non-profits will be listed in
next week’s newspaper.
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Italy Visit
visit Milan, Venice and Florence
before arriving in Montazzoli this
weekend. They will then spend a
few days in Rome before return-
ing to the United States next Thurs-
day. While in Montazzoli, most of
the visitors from Scotch Plains
will stay at the homes of family
members, as the Montazzolesis did
when they visited in May 2003.

Among the activities planned in
Montazzoli, according to Council-
woman Sorge, is attending a local
town government meeting where
Mayor Marks will present a framed
photograph of last year’s visit to
Scotch Plains and a Township
Council resolution commemorat-
ing this week’s visit. There are also
expected to be nightly dinners with
the Scotch Plainians and their Ital-
ian hosts along with other festivi-
ties. The delegation departed from
Scotch Plains after gathering at the
Italian-American Club on Valley
Avenue.

Become a subscriber!
www.goleader.com or
Call (908) 232-4407

feel very patriotic about the demo-
cratic process that gives voters a
choice. It’s a historically significant
and symbolic event.”

Because of the historical signifi-
cance, many come to hear the key-
note speakers, who often are links to
the past. Mrs. Frigerio, who attended
the 1996 convention that nominated
Bob Dole in San Diego, is attending
for the second time.

“I loved hearing (former President)
Gerald Ford speak in 1996,” she said.
“I believe in the principles of this
party and when you hear someone
speak on why you share those values,
it’s nice to hear. There are a lot of
exciting meetings, sessions and great
speakers that will talk about the plat-
form.”

For Senator Kean, Jr., who comes
from a political family, choosing his
favorite convention event is a hard
decision, but he noted that it was his
father who stuck out in his mind.

“My favorite moment was when
my father gave the keynote speech in
1988 in New Orleans,” he said. “I
loved the sheer energy and the posi-
tive attitude you got after listening to
him. But truthfully, all the speakers
bring a different background and per-
spective to the fold.”

For Senator Bagger, his memories
of past conventions are slightly dif-
ferent. He is an at-large alternate del-
egate who is elected throughout the
state, whereas an alternate delegate is
chosen from specific congressional
districts. While this is his second
convention, he has run more than
twice.

“This is my third time running,” he
said. “I lost a bid once in 1980 when
I was in college. I pledged to George
H.W. Bush when he ran against
Reagan. They ran against each other
in the primaries and whichever can-
didate wins chooses their delegates
to go to the convention. It was a rare
time when the next president would
run against the eventual vice presi-
dent and successor.”

This time around though, the at-
tention rests squarely on President
George W. Bush’s shoulders. The
GOP will showcase California Gov-
ernor Arnold Schwarzenegger and
former New York City Mayor Rudy
Giuliani, who will address the del-
egates throughout the convention.

“We will boast great leadership in
Rudy Giuliani, John McCain and
Arnold Schwarzenegger. These are
very impressive people,” Senator
Kean, Jr. said.

However, President Bush is the
focal point. He will deliver the Re-
publican Party’s platform and make
the party’s case to its base. He is the
man the audience came to see.

“During the speech by the presi-
dent, it will be hard not to be standing
on a chair cheering,” Senator Bagger
said. “It’s like a political rock con-
cert. They have a terrific lineup of
speakers. Mayor Giuliani is someone
I have great admiration for. He was a
great mayor and a national leader.”

“I’m very excited to hear President
Bush speak,” Mrs. Frigerio said.
“These next five years are critical in
how they will affect the lives of my
children. I believe a change in admin-
istration, considering the current cir-
cumstances, would be horrible.”

The convention will present an
opportunity for politicians, especially
those in upcoming electoral races, to
address the public and make a cameo.
The convention not only provides a

Republican National Convention
Delegates Value Party Principles
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platform for President Bush but also
for an incumbent such as Congress-
men Ferguson, who will challenge
Retired Lieutenant Colonel Steve
Brozak for the congressional seat in
November.

“I am looking forward to meeting
all the members of the military, their
families and the veterans who will be
in New York showing their support
for the Republican Party for its record
of supporting our military,” Senator
Ferguson said. “I look forward to
thanking them for their selfless ser-
vice on behalf of our nation.”

Congressman Ferguson said that
he is looking forward to the opportu-
nity to “present to the American
people what our vision is for keeping
the country safe, winning the war on
terror and strengthening our economic
recovery.”

To outsiders, though, the primary
process can be construed as an un-
necessary evil, especially because
New Jersey is the next to last state to
vote. The convention could also seem
like fluff as well to those not in-
volved. However, local delegates de-
fended the historical and political sig-
nificance of the conventions and the
reasons why it matters to New Jersey,
citing the convention’s close proxim-
ity to the Garden State.

“This is my third convention, and
they are all unique and exciting. It’s
great to have a convention in our
region that will have value for New
Jersey,” Senator Kean, Jr. said.

“It’s fitting that the Republican
Party gather in the nation’s largest
and most diverse city to re-nominate
President Bush. It has deep meaning
to our nation since the terror attacks
in September of 2001,” Congressman
Ferguson said.

Congressman Ferguson added “it’s
[the Republican Convention] impor-
tant because it gives viewers the op-
portunity to hear the Republican
Party’s platform for protecting our
homeland, lowering taxes, growing
our economy, and winning the war on
terror.”

“It’s a chance to have an hour speak-
ing unfiltered to the American public on
the themes and the platform of the party,”
Senator Bagger said. “It allows the vot-
ers to make an informed decision and is
a key moment in the campaign.”

“I feel the RNC will be meaningful
for Westfield because the convention
is taking place across the river in New
York and it’s so close,” he added.
“New York really is America’s great-
est city. As Rudy Giulaini said,
‘America is the capital of the world.’”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

are not getting the service.
Westfield representative Allen

Chin, vice chairman of the com-
mission, said, “I want to see how
the mayor and town council feel…I
don’t really have a position.” He
did say that it would cost the RVSA
more to bill people individually.

Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti said, “I don’t have any
idea how they would have the juris-
diction to do that (bill individu-
als).”

He questioned what recourse the
authority would have to make sure
people paid, unlike the town, which
has the ability to take a house. He
said that a separate company or
utility would have to be formed and
wondered if it was the work of the
Democratic Freeholder Board.

The RVSA was organized in 1928
as the “Rahway Valley Joint Meet-
ing.” In 1951, the original nine mem-
ber municipalities entered into a

new agreement, forming the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity. This agreement was revised in
1995.

The wastewater, which has gone
through the treatment process, is
released into the Arthur Kill, and
the waste by-products that remain
are sent to the sludge handling and
processing facilities. RVSA oper-
ates three gravity thickener tanks,
two gravity belt mechanical thick-
eners, three anaerobic digestion
tanks, four sludge storage tanks and
a sludge dewatering facility. The
sludge dewatering facility became
fully operational in 1991. It pro-
cesses the wet sludge into a drier
product, which is then removed by
contractors for beneficial reuse, in-
cluding land reclamation and agri-
cultural application.

James Wancho, P.E. of Paulus,
Sokolowski and Sartor, LLC is the
consulting engineer; Brian Hak,
Esq. from Weiner Lesniak, LLP is
serving as legal counsel; James
Fagan of the NW Financial Group,
LLC is serving as the financial ad-
visor; Virginia Edwards, Esq. of
Connell Foley, LLP is serving as
bond counsel and Robert Butvilla
of Suplee, Clooney and Company is
serving as the auditor.

Mr. Tokarski can be reached at
(732) 388-0868 extension 215, by
e-mail at
rptokarski@rahwayvalleysa.com.

The RVSA’s website is
www.rahwayvalleysa.com.

Sewerage Costs to Increase
Over 100 Percent in Towns

FW Council Hears Residents’
Concerns of Flooding Issues

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD –Some Fanwood resi-
dents experienced flooding and prop-
erty damage due to recent heavy
rains. Residents from Crest Lane and
Carsam Street attended Tuesday’s
council meeting to ask for assistance.

One Crest Lane resident said that
the water comes in her front door
into her living area, which she feels
is “unacceptable.” She cited $10,000
in damage to her basement. She
stated that the Public Works Depart-
ment did respond when called about
the two feet of water on the street
that “cascades” into her yard and
under her house when cars drive by;
however, the Public Works employ-
ees do not arrive until two hours
later, after the water has subsided.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis
suggested that the street should be
blocked off from traffic in the event
of heavy rains.

Another Crest Lane homeowner
stated that his backyard has been
under two to three feet of water sev-
eral times this summer during the
downpours. A Carsam Street neighbor
who lives behind the other two resi-
dents said that her yard is developing
a “sinkhole” and that she is concerned
about the safety of her children, as
well as other neighborhood children
that often play in her yard.

Councilman Jack Molenaar re-
sponded to these complaints, saying
that the borough engineer will go out
to the neighborhood this week to
determine how to handle the prob-
lem. In addition, he said that the new
storm system, which will soon be
installed on Corriell Avenue, should
alleviate much of the flooding dur-
ing heavy rains. This project will
begin within two weeks.

Richard Marsden retired from his
position as borough engineer and
was presented with a resolution
honoring the 12 years of service he
gave to the borough. Council Presi-
dent Katherine Mitchell presented
Mr. Marsden with a crystal plaque
engraved with the seal of Fanwood.
A gift on behalf of the Public Works
Department was presented by Di-
rector Ray Manfra. Mr. Marsden
has new full-time job, and Joseph
Pryor now acts as Fanwood’s bor-
ough engineer.

In other business, an ordinance

regulating the hours of garbage col-
lection in residential hours passed at
Tuesday’s meeting. The ordinance
was created in reaction to the com-
plaints of many area residents about
the noise of garbage trucks collect-
ing at their homes as early as 4 a.m.
Acceptable hours of collection on
residential streets will now be from
6 a.m. to 7 p.m., as is consistent with
state statues, said Councilman Stuart
Kline.

The 9th Annual CONTACT We
Care 5K will be held at La Grande
Park on Saturday, August 21. Coun-
cil President Mitchell presented a
proclamation to David Owens, the
Director of CONTACT We Care, a
24-hour phone line that assists those
in crisis. “We are expecting 350 par-
ticipants in the 5K race and 150
children in the Kids Sprint, as well
as participants in the Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital Wheelchair Invita-
tional,” said Mr. Owens. Those in-
terested can pick up race applica-
tions at Borough Hall and the Me-
morial Library.

Council President Katherine
Mitchell announced that the Fire
Department’s Second Annual Kids
Fair is scheduled for Sunday, Sep-
tember 12 at Borough Hall. Fire
safety information and demonstra-
tions will be provided, as well as
food and games. Families can have
their car seats inspected for correct
installation at the event. At a recent
car seat check, almost every car seat
was installed incorrectly.

“The Nature Center is looking for
individual volunteers or groups in-
terested in doing a tree identification
project,” Councilman Molenaar
stated in his Land Use and Historic
Preservation report. Once the trees
have been identified, the center will
post markers to inform visitors about
the trees located at the site.

Council President Katherine
Mitchell presided over Tuesday’s
council meeting, as Mayor Col-
leen Mahr is at home preparing for
the arrival of her second child. The
newest member of the council, Jo-
seph Higgins, attended his first
agenda meeting last Tuesday. He
fills the position of Michael
Brennan, who resigned after three
years due to a new job with addi-
tional responsibilities and time re-
quirements.

the earlier meeting during which the
business currently being considered
was discussed can cast votes. Be-
cause Mr. LaCosta was the only one
of the five members at Monday’s
meeting to have been present at the
June meeting, he alone voted in favor
of memorializing the resolutions and
approving the minutes.

The next scheduled Planning Board
meeting is Monday September 13.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
MEET THE PRESS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times publisher Horace Corbin,
left, and Cranford Cronicle Editor Greg Marx, second from right, chatted with
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21), right, and State Senator Tom Kean, Jr.(R-
21) during“UC CHAT with Steve Krakauer.”


