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Carving Station:
Prime Rib

Roasted Turkey
Virginia Ham

Smoked Salmon

Bountiful Salad Bar:
Greek Salad
Caesar Salad
Mixed Greens

Assorted Extras
too much to mention!

Buffet:
Sausage & Peppers

Loin of Pork
Penne Vodka

Viennese Table
5 Hot Seafood Dishes

Shrimp, Clams, Oysters, Chef Carved Turkey, Prime Ribs, Ham,
Lamb, Viennese Table & Fresh Fruit

Elegant Seafood & Buffet Brunch Starting at 11:00am

Visit our website at: www.weddingsatpantagis.com

Every Sunday  11:00am to 3:00pm    (Includes Champagne Mimosas)

Park Avenue & Mountain Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7726
to reserve your seat today!

  
 

 
   

      
   

$ per child
(plus tax & gratuity)995 $1995per adult

(plus tax & gratuity)

$2495per adult
(plus tax & gratuity)

A LA CARTE DINNERS FROM $11.95

LUNCHES FROM $6.95 • CHILDREN FROM $4.95

UNBEATABLE GREEK SALAD BAR

Elegant Seafood & Brunch Buffet Starting at 11:00am

JON M. BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ
MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Personal Injury Law

Do You Have To
Go To Court?

908-518-0800  Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

GOING TO THE SOURCE...While vacationing last week, Westfield Councilman
James Foerst, left, visits with Leader/Times political cartoonist Dale Neseman at
his hometown of Hamburg, NY. Mr. Foerst and Mr. Neseman agreed that the
flavor of local politics in upstate New York was very active and similar to that of
the residential communities in New Jersey.

CAMPAIGN RELEASE

By Pat Quattrocchi, Candidate for UC Freeholder
with Joe Renna, Bruce Paterson and Frank Arena

We have all heard the expression that
‘we are judged by the company that we
keep,’ and the Board of Freeholders is no
exception.

At the next meeting the Democrat Free-
holder Board is expected to take action on
a resolution authorizing the county man-
ager to enter into a Professional Service
contract with JCA Associates, Clark. The
contract is in an amount not to exceed
$113,876 for construction services associ-
ated with a bridge replacement in Summit.
Sounds innocent enough, and good news for
Summit, which has been long neglected. But
is it really innocent or good news?

Based in Moorestown, JCA acquired
their Clark office in 1999 and contributions
to the UC DEM PAC started to increase.
One year ago the company’s president and
two corporate execs pleaded guilty to filing
fraudulent tax returns in order to conceal
$84,000 in illegal campaign contributions
in Gloucester County made in return for
Professional Services contracts. In a rare
move the courts have recently rejected the
executives’ plea bargain deal, which in-
cluded a $100,000 civil penalty, the ruling
exposes these executives to further crimi-
nal prosecution. In the world of pay to play
this is certainly a step in the right direction.

Professional services are defined as those
provided by attorneys, engineers and archi-
tects and the regulations in NJ appear to
apply to school districts, local governments,
and the Turnpike Authority, as well as state
educational institutions. County govern-
ments are merely urged to exercise fiscal
responsibility when awarding contracts
using the non-competitive bidding process
or “no bid contracts.” Surely this process
wasn’t intended as a “reward” system for

Freeholders Shouldn’t Do
Business With Lawbreakers

loyal contributors. But here in Union County
it certainly appears that it does as this
professional services contract would make
a total of almost half a million dollars work
awarded to JCA, an excellent return on a
documented investment of about $20,000
to the UC DEM Political Action Commit-
tee. JCA is only the tip of the iceberg as far
as campaign contributions and no bid con-
tracts are concerned, but it appears that they
were just getting warmed up and judging
by past performance bigger numbers would
have soon followed.

JCA’s current legal difficulties and ad-
mitted illegal methods of doing business
sends up warning flares that should not be
ignored by the voters in Union County. Do
we really want to do business with opera-
tors of this type? What else are they up to
and can we really trust the caliber of their
work? Could they be taking shortcuts, which
could endanger the safety of the residents?
How are their employees treated? Since
this board of freeholders must be well
aware of this situation how can they in good
conscience continue to do business with
this firm?

There is another old expression that says
something about ‘birds of a feather flock-
ing together’ and we ask that the voters keep
this in mind when they go to the polls in
November. Please support us as we en-
deavor to make Union County a place
where you would want to raise your family
with pride. Vote for Joe Renna, Patricia
Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and Bruce Pater-
son for Union County Freeholder. We in-
vite your comments, and inquiries and of
course welcome your assistance in our
campaign call (908) 789-0200 or Email us
at chairman@unioncountygop.org.

WACC Seeks Nominees
for Faith in WF Awards

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce is seeking
nominees for its annual Faith in
Westfield Awards, to be presented at
the chamber’s annual dinner on Mon-
day, November 1.

The chamber welcomes nominations
from the Westfield area in three award
categories: Business of the Year, Em-
ployee of the Year, and Community Ser-
vice.

For over 20 years, the chamber has
honored local business people and resi-
dents who have distinguished themselves
by demonstrating an outstanding com-
mitment to the Westfield area commu-
nity. Recent honorees have included

Weldon Materials, Mary Hartmann from
Robert Treat Delicatessen, and the
Westfield Service League. The chamber
looks forward to celebrating new
achievements this year.

Anyone interested in submitting a
nomination for the awards is invited to
do so prior to Wednesday, September
1, with a letter that details the
nominee’s accomplishments.

Submissions should be mailed to
the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce, 173 Elm Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090 and should include a name and
contact information. For more infor-
mation, please call the chamber at
(908) 233-3021.

Time at the Leader/Times
Earns Valuable Skills

Internships Are the Best
Way to Gain Experience

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Unlike many other high school
graduates this summer, I did not tour
the world or spend my summer as a
store clerk, a lifeguard or a camp
counselor. Instead, I grew in a new
way, made new friends, met promi-
nent individuals and gained a signifi-
cant knowledge of journalism, small-
town politics and local history.

When I noticed an advertisement
in The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times this
February for summer internships, I
was incredibly excited at the thought
of becoming a part of the newspaper
that covers our town, the paper I have
been reading ever since I learned how.
I entered the building next to the train
station, rode the elevator up to the
third floor and tentatively handed my
high school journalism portfolio, re-
sume and recommendations to the
editor and publisher, whose warm
personalities and encouraging atti-
tudes put me immediately at ease.

Months later, after graduating high
school, I rode the elevator once more
and stepped into the newsroom for
my first day of work. I could not even
dream of the amazing experience I
would enjoy over the next weeks,
putting my journalism experience to
work and learning about how all the
elements of The Leader/Times come
together every week.

The best part of my experience is
that I have learned as much as I have
contributed, gaining firsthand knowl-
edge of the technical aspects of the
paper, covering municipal meetings,
interviewing local officials and learn-
ing about breaking news as it hap-

pens. Our publisher, Horace Corbin,
has taken me under his wing and
included me in his long-term plan-
ning ideas for changing production
processes and the newspaper’s
website. He is constantly looking to
provide the other interns and me with
new experiences, and he encourages
us to pursue our interests.

I have had the amazing opportunity
to spend many hours in the Westfield
Historical Society’s archives. For next
year’s This Is Westfield, which will be
themed “The History of Westfield,” I
was given free run of the archives in
order to find topics for the publica-
tion. I sifted through documents as
new as last week and as old as the
1700s. I have held an original copy of
the Town Charter in my hand and
learned about notable people and
events in Westfield history from both
the documents and Historical Society
volunteers whose encyclopedic
knowledge of Westfield’s past sur-
passes any written account.

Working at The Westfield Leader
and The Times, I have been given
room to grow and opportunities to add
my voice to the paper, such as writing
the leading editorial for the week on
my first day on the job. I am part of a
great community of writers and edi-
tors who are professional at what they
do but outgoing enough to encourage
me in my endeavors and teach me new
skills. I will take what I learned here
with me as I leave for Davidson Col-
lege this week, where I hope to be a
part of the college newspaper. To the
entire staff and the other interns, thank
you for providing me with a unique
experience and accepting me as one of
your own.

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I never made it to the Jersey Shore
this summer – I don’t even have the
faintest hint of a tan. I did, however,
make it to several town council, plan-
ning board, board of adjustment and
school board meetings. I interviewed
busy officials, angry residents and a
newly appointed councilman. I
learned about non-binding referen-
dums, executive sessions, municipal
budgets and variances that don’t com-
ply with ordinances. It sounds back-
wards, but I’m extremely grateful that
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times gave me the
opportunity to do all of this.

I had past experience writing for
my high school and college news-
papers, but I decided that this sum-
mer I wanted the challenge of work-
ing at a professional newspaper.
Journalism entails much more than
writing alone. Attending meetings,
tracking down officials, scheduling
interviews and reading submissions
from readers are just some of the
responsibilities of reporters, respon-
sibilities that The Leader/Times
shared with myself and three other
interns this summer.

For college students, interning is
probably the best way to gain real-
world experience in any career field.
As a political science student, I learned
more about the municipal, county
and state governments at this intern-
ship than I ever will at school, where
most of my classes focus on federal
and international politics. My assign-
ments covering meetings and events
brought to life the institutions I read

about in my textbooks, and intro-
duced me to some I didn’t know ex-
isted. When my editor assigned me to
cover my first board of adjustment
meeting, I had no idea what was be-
ing adjusted or who was adjusting it.
The annual budget? The municipal
calendar? The time limit on the two-
hour meters downtown? Four hours
later, I was well aware of what role
the board plays in our community
(answer: none of the above).

I know a lot of people at school
who were overjoyed to snag intern-
ships making coffee and logging
phone calls at large firms in faceless
office buildings. At The Leader/Times,
the four of us were treated as assets to
the newspaper – the instruction we
gained was paired with interesting
assignments and responsibilities. I
sincerely thank Horace Corbin,
Lauren Pass and the rest of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains/Fanwood Times staff for al-
lowing me the opportunity to have
such a meaningful summer. I learned
so much, and really enjoyed my time
as an intern.

The Intern Forum

Protective Vest Grants Available for
State Law Enforcement Agencies

TRENTON – Governor James
McGreevey announced the imple-
mentation of the 2004/05 Body Ar-
mor Replacement Fund Program that
will provide more than $3.8 million
in state grant money for the purchase
of protective vests by law enforce-
ment agencies in the state.

“We can’t afford to have our police
officers work with old protective ar-
mor – or none at all,” said Governor
McGreevey. “It is our duty to look
after those who sacrifice their lives
for our safety.”

Grant applications for the program
are now being accepted. All New
Jersey law enforcement agencies are
eligible to apply for funding that will

allow for the purchase of new or re-
placement body armor vests.

Since 1981, body armor has saved
at least 19 New Jersey law enforce-
ment officers from death or serious
injury as a result of shootings, as-
saults with deadly weapons and auto-
mobile accidents.

New Jersey law enforcement agen-
cies are encouraged to apply online for
2004 Body Armor Replacement Fund
grant money. For more information on
the Body Armor Replacement Fund
Program, or to apply for funding, log
on to the Division of Criminal Justice
website at www.nj.gov/lps/bodyarmor.
Applications must be received by Au-
gust 31.

Deck Is Questionable
Enterprise with Cost
Burden on Residents
As you so ably point out in your editorial on

August 5, we are being asked to vote in a non-
binding referendum on whether a parking
deck and mixed-use development should be
built in Westfield, even though the details of
the plan are known only to the mayor and the
contractors – maybe.

Even if we assume that a parking deck is
needed, why do we need additional retail
space and housing in the middle of town
where it is already highly congested? And
when did we come to the conclusion that,
most likely, the burden of the cost of this
questionable enterprise will surely be borne
by the property taxes of the residents?

Me thinks there is something rotten in the
Town of Westfield! Who will most likely
profit from this major development? Since the
project will move forward regardless of the
results of the referendum in November, I
would like to propose that the mayor and the
members of the town council all be required to
sign an affidavit stating that they will in no way
profit from the parking/retail/housing project
for at least 10 years after the structure is
completed. I consider this a reasonable request
and I trust it meets with their concurrence.

Kurt Pollak
Westfield

More Letters to the Editor
Cultural Arts Committee Thanked
For Thursday Night Performances

I just want to take this opportunity to thank
the members of the Scotch Plains Cultural
Arts Committee for the great job they do in
putting on the summer concert series in Alan
Augustine Park. They have put together a
program of Thursday night performances that
appeal to kids of all ages.

The 7 p.m. shows featuring magicians and
puppeteers have amused the young families in
the audience. The feature acts at 8 p.m. have been
tremendous. There have been great performers
doing the music of Billy Joel and Elvis Presley,
as well as bands performing everyone’s favorites

from the 50s up to the present. It is great seeing
kids from two to 82 having fun together.

I would love to see more people coming out
to the concerts. It is a fun night out where
families can spend time out of the house to-
gether, away from the computer and the TV.
It’s an opportunity to hang out with your
friends and sing and dance along to good
music. And it’s free!

Again, thanks to the Cultural Arts Committee
for the wonderful job. Over the past several
years, the program has improved greatly and I
look forward to the rest of the concerts this year
and for years to come.

Steve Goldberg
Scotch Plains

Congressman Ferguson
To Host Open House
At His Warren Office
WARREN – Congressman Mike

Ferguson, R-N.J., on Thursday, Au-
gust 19 will host an open house to
welcome constituents to his district
office in Warren from 3 to 7 p.m.

The office is located at 45 Moun-
tain Boulevard, Building D, Suite 1 in
Warren.


