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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Stupration – Rape; violation by force
2. Schatchen – A marriage broker
3. Tettix – A cicada
4. Ronion – A mangy, scabby animal

GEMUTLICH
1. A series of standing stones surround-

ing a central object
2. A miser
3. Awkward; clumsy
4. Agreeable; cheerful

AVENACEOUS
1. Abundant; plentiful
2. In botany, furnished with branches

in pairs
3. Belonging to, or having the nature of

oats
4. Mischievous; devilish

LANGLAUF
1. A clairvoyant
2. An interpreter; translater
3. A narrow pathway; a foot path
4. A cross-country ski run

TIVY
1. With great speed
2. Sass; back talk
3. Discontent
4. An intense or nervous state

Community Commentary

by Garland C. "Bud" Boothe, Jr.
Former Westfield Mayor, 1992-1996

“Hooray. Tax bill is late coming. That’ll
give us all some more float in the check-
ing account.” This cheer is going up
around the state, as municipalities allow
almost three more weeks to pay real
estate taxes legally due Aug 1st. Who
wins? Who loses? And why did this
happen?

In the years I was involved in budget
making in Westfield, including five as mayor,
there were always two mystery figures that
we kept getting later and later every year.
First was the amount of state aid for munici-
pal purposes. You never knew, and could
not until the state budget was finalized —
which this year was right at the deadline,
June 30. This, of course, was a mandated
figure, no negotiating.

A bigger mystery yet, on the expense
side, what is the municipal contribution to
the pension funds (plural) for our police,
firefighters, administration and public works
people. One might think that with a finite,
virtually constant work force, the amount
needed to fund future pensions would be
reasonably constant; actuarially calculable,
except for anticipated effects from where
the funds are invested. No way!

For reasons largely political, successive
governors and legislatures declined to ap-
propriate anything to the funds going back
to the mid-90s. In years before that, the “this
is your bill, pay it, not negotiable” amount
oscillated up and down from year to year
like an EKG.

Could any corporation, with a pension to
fund, do that and avoid sanctions from the
feds under ERISA? But playing games
with the pension contribution was a way for
Trenton to put off to tomorrow what most
thinking people would agree is today’s
obligation, to be budgeted and paid today,
not in the future.

Any comparison to the recent approval
of issuing bonds to cover a gap in the present
state expense budget is wholly justified —
More on that another day.

So how can town fathers and mothers
complete a municipal budget, with two six-
digit figures, one income, one expense,
unknown and unknowable? And this bud-
get is the basis for calculating the total tax

Sounds Good, But Don’t Cheer
That Property Tax Bill Is Late

rate, town, county and school, and then the
tax bills.

Okay, the town budget is delayed far
beyond its normal due date in March or
April, and the calculation of taxes on 10,000
properties in Westfield, mailing and the
collection of well into ten digits of cash is
postponed for 20 days or so. So what.

First, the town needs cash to pay its
people and its bills - promptly. Not enough
cash, the Town has to short-term borrow.
And the town owes others as well — the
county and the school board. They have an
absolute right to their portions of the tax bill
on specific schedules. They have more
expenses and more people than the town
government itself. If the town has to borrow
to pay either or both of them, the town pays
that interest expense also.

Finally, half of the property taxes in
Westfield are paid by mortgage companies.
Do not think for a minute that they rush in
on August 1 to make a payment on account.
Ditto large corporate taxpayers, and we
have them in town also. How much extra
cash can cash-management savvy residen-
tial mortgages escrow companies or other
pros make off taxes, the due date for which
is pushed back a few weeks?

So, do not rejoice. The town is losing
real money on account of the budget
delay and the tax bill additional grace
period. Eventually, you and I pay it.
The answer is to insist from our repre-
sentatives that they work by the book,
to avoid the aforesaid adverse conse-
quences down at our end of the money
food chain.

Your recent editorial asked for the
status of the parking plan I proposed
in June and I am more than happy to
provide an update for the readers. The
parking plan that I am proposing in-
cludes as one of its single compo-
nents the construction of a parking
facility in the downtown. The lan-
guage pertaining to this construction
was incorporated into the non-bind-
ing referendum that was recently ap-
proved by the town council. As with
all ballot initiatives, there will be
ample opportunity before November
2 for every resident to become famil-
iar with the question that will be be-
fore them in the voting booth. To
enhance residents’ understanding of
this initiative, I recently provided up-
to-date information on the proposal in
a letter that was included in the tax
bills. Every taxpayer in Westfield re-
ceived the letter and I have already
heard from many residents who ap-
preciated the update.

As for the “plan” to which your
editorial refers to, I would like to
make it clear that there should be no
confusion between the referendum and
the plan itself. The plan goes beyond
the parking structure, as it should,
and thus has required more extensive
research. I have been working since
June with town personnel to create a

 

By Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott

The Mayor's Column

Parking in Westfield Is
About More Than a Deck

holistic parking management plan.
The recent approval of the referen-
dum language was a critical next step
in this ongoing project as it further
clarifies what may or may not need to
be done post-November. I have said
repeatedly that parking in Westfield
is about more than a deck. Westfield
must continue to refine and enhance
its parking system, which is and must
continue to be one of the town’s great-
est assets. A comprehensive report
that offers a systemic approach to
parking management will be presented
to the town council for its review in
September.

As for your final paragraph, I take
great offense that you believe the park-
ing issue has become a political mo-
rass and the members of the council
are frightened. The council has spent
months laboring over this issue and it
has consumed more time than we all
envisioned. But that should not be
perceived as a negative. We are all
unpaid volunteers on the town council
who are working to do our very best
for our hometown. I, for one, salute
my colleagues on the council for car-
ing enough to be deliberative and
thoughtful in our efforts.

Greg McDermott
Westfield Mayor

La Marque Salon Notices Increase
In Sales After Move to South Ave.

I vividly remember Tony Dennis Cloth-
iers on the corner of East Broad and Central
Avenue. Upon Tony’s retirement Gap Kids
modernized the location and the first mall
store opened in Westfield. The trend contin-
ued and slowly, many smaller specialized
retailer businesses came to a close. I know for
a fact that rentals tripled at many downtown
locations upon lease terminations. Add to
that the unrelenting parking problems and
you have a flawed formula for success.

Moderation and diversity are the trium-
phant contributions for any progressive
downtown business environment. Conse-
quently, downtown Westfield could be char-
acterized as an outdoor mall. Do you ever
miss the days of walking into your local
downtown hardware store, when the pro-
prietor calls you by your first name and
asks, “How is the family?”

Parking sometimes blocks away and car-
rying several garments to our salon for fur
storage increasingly annoyed our customers
at La Marque Fur Salon. Many customers
demanded pickup and delivery service stat-
ing that they would pay a much higher
storage fee to department stores for that
service. No retail merchant wants to lose a
customer due to inconvenience. I therefore
investigated the prospect of providing a
pickup and delivery service. The insurance
premium was incomprehensible. All factors
considered, I very much needed a new con-
venient location with ample free parking and
affordable rent. I searched the local business
area for nearly a year to no avail. A proposed
retail site, apartment complex was approved
for a South Avenue development. Indeed,
the complex was ideal and well-matched to

all our needs.
I intensely investigated the entire South

Avenue West corridor for nearly a month.
Several upscale business establishments
had relocated to that area. United Trust
Bank would reside in the same complex as
La Marque Furs. Candidly, we have moved
three times to larger locations within the
business community, spending hundreds
of thousands of dollars upgrading the
landlord’s property. We relocated and
opened March 1, 2003. Our calendar year
ended December 31. Our first 10 months at
this location netted an 11-percent increase
in sales and services. Presently, our incom-
ing fur storage season has produced a 17-
percent increase over last year.

I’m often reminded of that old adage, “I
would rather be lucky than smart.” I believe
our move to South Avenue West was a little
of both. Many downtown merchants have
contacted us concerning the status of our
relocation. I usually reply, “Come on down,
the water is fine.”

Joe Perna, President
La Marque Fur Salon

Letters to the Editor

Immediate Action Required to Correct
Over-Development Regulatory Flaw

Resident Laments The Demolition
of the Modest Westfield Homes

Recently, I attended a Westfield Plan-
ning Board meeting during which two
applications were considered for adjust-
ments to building lots and the demolition

and replacement of existing homes.  In
both cases, an engineer testified that the
new, much larger homes to be built would
be “an improvement to the neighborhood.”
His remarks seem to imply that a neigh-
borhood consists of building structures
(houses), not the people who reside there.

I found the engineer’s remarks to be
unfortunate if not somewhat insulting. I
cannot agree that the replacement of an
existing home by one or more signifi-
cantly larger houses is always an “im-
provement” to a neighborhood. By that
standard, families who choose to buy and
maintain smaller existing homes would
be less worthwhile to have as neighbors
than those who are not content with any-
thing less than a new three thousand (plus)
square foot house.

I have grown tired of hearing how the
lack of available building lots in Westfield
makes it inevitable that older, smaller
homes be demolished and replaced by
“mini mansions.” I suspect that there are
many families who would choose to buy
a more modest home but never have the
chance because a developer comes along
first.

 Regretfully, it seems that “affordable”
or “starter” homes are quickly
disappearing. It is unlikely that my chil-
dren will be looking in Westfield when
they are ready to buy their first home.

Paula Esposito
Westfield

In response to Mr. Foerst’s article ap-
pearing in the 8/5/04 edition of The
Westfield Leader, I am submitting this
email to let the mayor and council know
I agree fully with Mr. Foerst on the issue
of over-development in this town.

I live on Coolidge Street. All one needs
to do is take a drive down this street to see
the issue of home teardown and
McMansion replacement in full swing.
Four homes have been demolished at one
end of the street (near the rear entrance to
Union County College). These have been
replaced with so-called “Victorian-style”
homes. These new homes look wonder-
ful, but are completely out of character
and clearly out of scale with the surround-
ing neighborhood and properties. At the
other end of the street, a single-family
ranch home has been demolished within
the past three weeks, and two much larger
three-story homes are being “shoe-
horned” onto now postage stamp sized
lots for the respective homes.

It takes simple observation to quickly
come to the conclusion that these new
homes are out of context relative to their
surroundings. Incidentally, the demoli-
tion of this ranch home is about two
blocks away from the 1800-era home at
231 Benson Place which, according to the
Leader, will also fall victim to the shoe-
horning of two new McMansions that
will again be completely out of character
with the neighborhood (but they will be
saving some floorboards!).

I am not an attorney and I will acqui-
esce to Mr. Foerst’s knowledge on the
subject when he states that it’s very diffi-
cult to pass the requisite laws needed to
have more control on development. This
notwithstanding, I would think that if a
town does not have the proper laws that
allow for control on development, with
emphasis on residential development, then
the town should take immediate action to
correct such a serious regulatory flaw
regardless of the time and effort to achieve
such. In the meantime, even if the board
cannot prevent the development, perhaps
they could start requiring new homes be
kept in context with the neighborhoods (if
they have the legal power to do even this).

Change and development are inevi-
table, and the builders/developers know
that constructing a brand new home in
this very desirable town will maximize
their economic gain, but at what expense?
I hope the elected and appointed town
officials will make the issue of control on
over-development as discussed herein a
high priority. Between the potential park-
ing deck, the new Union County police
building on North Avenue and the
teardown and shoe-horning of homes in
this town, including the Benson Place
home, the words “historic” and “colo-
nial” are rapidly becoming adjectives that
no longer apply to Westfield.

Michael Hirtler
Westfield

Restrictions Don’t
Address Root Cause
Of  Student Parking

Here we go again. I read in the August
5 Westfield Leader account of the Town
Council meeting that Codding Road ex-
tension residents have petitioned the coun-
cil for (presumably student) parking re-
strictions during the school year.

My hope and expectation from our
elected leaders is that they will deny an-
other shortsighted request similar to those
already granted to Edgar, Lynwood,
Stoneleigh and Westfield streets. These
restrictions do not address the root cause
of the student parking problem and merely
shift the burden to residents who live
further away from Westfield High School.

Please don’t forget that the outgoing
council tabled the proposed WHS Park-
ing Policy last year with its associated
fees and alternate side of the street restric-
tions as a result of significant opposition
to the policy. The public outcry most
specifically included concerns regarding
those streets (which had previously been
granted school day parking restrictions)
being excluded from the scope of the
proposed parking areas.

To my knowledge, neither the incom-
ing council nor the Westfield Board of
Education has assumed any leadership on
the topic this year to date. Have options
such as the Armory and Watterson Street
lots ever been fully evaluated as a follow-
up?

I urge the Town Council to deny fur-
ther residential street parking restrictions
and work with the BOE and a council of
neighborhood representatives to identify
a solution that is fair and acceptable to
residents of all impacted streets. The stu-
dent parking problem will not be solved
through piecemeal parking restrictions,
which favor certain streets over others,
etc.

Jennifer Hunt
Westfield

Driver Witnesses ‘Sheer Stupidity’
On Streets of Downtown Westfield

Every once in a while, I see an act of
sheer stupidity that makes me shake my
head, but this such act takes the cake.

Mid morning on Tuesday, July 20, I was
on my way to work. The route on my way
to work takes me down Elm Street. When
the turn is made onto Elm from Quimby
Street, low and behold, I confront a Jeep
Cherokee in reverse gear. The individual in
the jeep puts on the brakes when he realizes
I am behind him.

Now, everyone has done the act of back-
ing into a parking spot to parallel park, not
to mention the traditional “wave by” to
allow traffic to go around. I looked around
to see if there were any empty parking
spaces or people attempting to merge into
traffic out of a spot. There were none.

He looked in his mirror and waved me
by again. I shrugged my shoulders be-
cause nothing could be done on my behalf
to help him. I could not go around him
because there is a double yellow line that
travels all the way down this particular
road, prohibiting passing. In this short

amount of time, another car pulled up
behind my truck. And this is where it
becomes quite bizarre and the unthink-
able happened.

The driver of the jeep then pulls for-
ward, then drives in reverse on the oppo-
site side of the road, passing me and the car
behind me, backing up into the intersec-
tion of Elm and Quimby Streets, and pull-
ing into an end spot in front of the Town
Bank of Westfield.

Simply amazing he didn’t get caught
by police or crash into another driver or
even a pedestrian. I could just imagine
the summonses he could have received
for that stunt! Not only did he put himself
in danger, but also the lives of many
others that day. Can someone be so igno-
rant to put human life in danger over
something so insignificant as a parking
space? Heaven help me if the law allows
civilians to carry summons booklets for
sheer stupidity.

Travis Redd
Westfield

Westfield Resident Opposes Recent
C-SPAN Cutback By Comcast Cable
Since Comcast became our community

cable server, we have lost a large block of
C-SPAN II coverage. I am a member of
Citizens for C-SPAN, a national organiza-
tion that is dedicated to the preservation of
the C-SPAN networks. I hope you will join
us is urging Comcast to restore weekend
coverage of C-SPAN II.

As a subscriber – we have both cable and
internet service provided by Comcast – I
consider weekend access to the C-SPAN II
channel an essential part of the value I
receive from our monthly outlay of dollars

for cable service.
As a citizen, it is important to me to have

full-time access to all C-SPAN channels
because I believe that public affairs pro-
gramming is an essential public good that is
vital to the functioning of our democracy.
C-SPAN is an important tool for education
of the public, enabling them to understand
and monitor their government – and to
begin to participate in the process by small
steps or large. C-SPAN offers independent,
non-partisan coverage, almost unavailable
elsewhere now, and such an “American
Town Hall” is required to support and pre-
serve our freedom and liberty – our democ-
racy.

Again, I hope that you will encourage
Comcast to use the rights of way our com-
munity has granted them to serve the public
interest. Please join us in urging Comcast to
restore weekend coverage of C-SPAN II
immediately.

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

Higher Sewer Taxes Are Coming;
Separate Billing Not A Good Idea

Towns in this area belonging to the Rahway Valley
Sewage Authority (RVSA), will soon be saddled with a
large, 20-year-long surcharge to pay for the capital cost
of the upcoming $174 million expansion and upgrade
of the sewage treatment plant. Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Mountainside, Cranford, Garwood, Springfield,
Kenilworth, Roselle Park, Clark, Rahway and
Woodbridge are full-fledged voting member towns
with Winfield Park and portions of Fanwood and Lin-
den also connected to the system. As we understand, the
size of this charge is larger than anticipated by town
mayors and administrators.

Westfield comprises approximately 12 percent of the
system, while Scotch Plains represents 6 percent and
Mountainside totals 3.4 percent. Westfield will be hit
with their share of the debt, which amounts to $22
million, Scotch Plains with $10.4 million and
Mountainside with $5.9 million. As Fanwood is not a
voting member, data on their impact was not listed.

Although it’s another blow to the property tax bur-
den, most of the RVSA capital improvements are man-
dated by the court and thus are unavoidable. The im-
provements are aimed to protect the environment as
required by law.

It’s a big project and the RVSA seems to have a solid
staff and governing board. Each member town appoints
a board member. Joan Papen serves on the board for
Scotch Plains and Allen Chin serves for Westfield.

The cost of sewer service will more than double for
the average homeowner. For example, Westfield now
pays $1.4 million to the RSVA; given 10,000 homes,
this equals about $140 per year for the average house-
hold. As the expansion project ensues, the average cost
will rise to about $340 per year by 2008 and continue
thereafter for the twenty-year debt period. The higher
assessed homes will pay more; the lower assessed

homes will pay less. The average property tax bill in
Westfield is about $10,000 per year. Similar increases
are portrayed for the other towns.

Property tax increases in New Jersey continue un-
abated — a great concern for everyone, including elected
officials. On this issue, Governor James McGreevey has
been sending out press releases lauding fresh water
initiatives. Senator Nicholas Scutari of Linden has also
been echoing this claim. But when you look at it, the
state is loaning the money to the authority and the
payments are added to your property tax bill. It would
be refreshing to hear the governor say, “Low interest
loans are being provided, but property tax increases will
be necessary to pay back the loans — and that’s the best
I can do.”

At least from this, the citizens could better discern just
how much debt is piling up. Then, better decisions and
arrangement of priorities could be made. “Wish list”
items might then take a back seat and discretionary
items might be deferred or deleted. Otherwise, are we
deluding ourselves about the health of our financial
condition?

Another twist in the sewer story has been offered to
town governments. Board Chairman Frank Mazzarella
proposed to member towns that the fee for sewer charges
be dropped from the town property tax bill. Instead, he
proposes that the RSVA bill each homeowner and
business directly. We think this change would be a
senseless administrative nightmare. Why establish an
enormous billing system involving several hundreds of
thousands? Right now, the authority just bills about a
dozen towns.

Some town governments might be enticed to go along
with a separate billing because it would have the appearance
of softening the blow on property taxes. In the end, we don’t
think the towns will buy into this proposal.


